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 group of articles i to -bring te™
public. attention instanceés of sorry®

Urbana: and environs, . conditions
in themselves stiggest ‘the
for low-cost rental housing
projécts.. Both short- -range - steps
‘and ;long-range planning appear
es ential corracti ves.)

rBy WILLARD HANSEN
News- Gazette Clvic Edltor

& live like this. nght here

ta doesn’t lie. - My éyes-are good.
ikke you, I would nof have be-
i eved i, if 1 had merely heard

h such conditions existed liere

v
{Editor's notex The aim of thls

‘housing conditions ‘in. Champaigns N

Lok’ at -the pu,tures. The cam-|

LO0T! 13 LIVE

IN SHACK

(Second In-a serles brlnging to»
-publlc attention’some of the hous
ing. problems. and conditions in
. Champaigh=Urbana and environs;
suggesting the need for low- cost
rental housmg) :

By WILLARD HANSEN

" News-Gazetté. Clvic. Editor
Address ,, . an alley in nort
Urbana. Lo~
Picture #this—-

Five families living on one lotl
_ Two families ‘are housed ini
tairly ‘decent house on the fro
end of the lot.

‘At- the redr, in a serles. of
shacks, . three  familics are qudg
tered. A fourth shack is occuplad

‘not once, twice or in a few R c;ne p(iersm:i ' { the famly
blated cases—but by th 8, | » s bl 1 interviewed one o e am
n m:nycse?jiml,:l ofyou;eczfglrf& -HOME, CHILLY HOME. Unless somethmg itched on. a vacant lot; Outside |Hes, looked over their “home,” an

can be done for them~—Mrs, A:and- her’ na y L and some. cratmg, for  [[|surveyed the rest of the premise
This isw't “written 'fmm hearsay, : faml[y of éight ]uvem]es face a bleak winter - -Can nine survive | Tet's take a look together, , at,

ry Ha
lton Vaughy

i

"M M

coml hand’ information, or sir-| with only a canvas tent. over, their heads.: “Situation B.”

been made.

s, . intelvxews, pxc- :

re-takihg niake the iacts ir-

4

Take what I shall call “Sltua-

§t1cal" category . Here it is:
A, colored; w1th five - chil-
< \and thres: .grandghildren, (are
'b\m a tent (see. pxctutes)
&t on, 3 vacant lot in- the
“rt of Champalgn, -
ro, cted By Tent L

it'is 'retting cold -Freezing last

ght) you miay..técall: Forecast
Thursday night,: 30 - degrees,

his is a scene m north Champalgn, wherc_

Thig ig a colored family of (if;
individuals — fdther, mothet 4nd
11 chlldren.

|ago, ‘they lived in two ToOmS UP,
on North Market street in: Cha
paign, They pald $3b a month ren
for .that- privilege. :

Then.they yere ethed .

“We. sere really on the street
and glad to.get what. we. could,¥
said Mis. B, a neat, cheerful mi
dle-aged woman.

They found this dwelling: "=
that's a complnnentary description
— in-Urbana, and moved. in 'l‘hey
pay $25 a month for. the - placq.
three small rooms, plus a Smtn

Winter. on the way; with . nothing lean-to ‘to cook I

iore than a_canyas cover between| Better Than Some

the chill night air-and: the nine This hut is better than some

ogcupants of one tent, , ; I've seen, It has plastered walls,jp
Mrs. A, 1Is plainly- (hsturbed dxs- after a_faghion, and Is cov:red

tracted. Who wouldn't be? - with a heavy composition- ype
¥orced from a former dwellmg siding. = -

1 _ds;lmme;) , Mrs.- A, and her .Ofltelgiflcﬂfghlilg()dem innovatlon

od have been living in the tent i '

at its present site since last July 1. mfs(;:r bteh’ltt)tezcilmérofx: ra ?:;eit tltlgg 3
Living ‘with ‘her .are ‘five chil- rear of the house on the front off:

“dren.. They range in age . from the lot,-the B’s pay an extra $2 5045

about2 10 years upward—all less a ‘month. i
han 20.  One of the daughters has e making the

aghot g o oy another e e ion. §

gau{l']hteliﬂhas two small tOtS Teight I chatted with her in the “hving
esided Mrs, A Yoom,” not much bigger than 'a ;
The Dplace. where the A’s former- trailer parlor. 5

resided was ,\x‘or_se ‘from some “How does this place heat_’in :
-standpoints—iwo roéms over a

) winter?” . )
building where a group; of men.lived ) i . e i coal stove.
slow, with env1§onnll)ént anyt}ll‘lll‘l‘g ‘NINE LIVE IN THIS SPACE. ; Mrs:- A an ter setting ‘in, she ‘doesn’t-know what to She pointed to a that in

: tions hrought out
bt decent for youngsters. , one of the klds are,. shown’ lmddled ‘at one Hundreds of other local famlhes, not - ?e::ﬁlsy)gold weather, “it takes about

In the tent, things didw’t go s0| end  of the-tent,. which serves. as - kxtchen,:, ch- E a ton of coal a week.” The coal

ad during the warm weather. The L 4k Nk - ts. $12.40 a ton. Cash before de:
Womn, who s divorced - from el hvmg and sleepmg ers, " Ults wasn. t'so- | msufﬁcxent and unsamtary housmg condl, costs $

: e B . livery.
has <been paylng $10 a bad in warm weather,, Mrs A says. \Vlth_. .hons. B : . v WLPa:;t winter, she recalled, there

usé -of.-one:end-of thely &~ =TT ' — — S was near-tragedy. One of the ad-
the tent' fs pitched. Shel} | . ' . ' ' iacent shacks was burned out. The
'is charged $5a month -for use of] BE 1;lace was damaged some. :
< a4 -nearby. t()llet andd% 75 for water. abo?}tmtlltx ere(?lliﬁ’d ;)eonﬂ’l’elss'til(;.l?l\ir; . BS
o0 “:piped-in ~witer—and P . B}
¢ elgcltl e ll;ghts.e; A “They have no place to play except|f’
$ullt i-'loormg I K : in the alley or—out there,” :point-
/ ing -to a little grass-less, flower-
less, shrub-less hunk of .ground
that forms the *courtyard” for
these . alley apartments.
s.tove in -the Not -Complaining
“to carry the 'ggnbtlfi With a little sigh, Mrs. B added
oking stove, . bed “I'do wish we had.a better place
s hairs -’a.j 'c‘ab: 2 for the kids to play in. But underd.
R stand, I'm not complaining. This g}’
the, best we have heen able to do)
Mr, ‘B has asthma and | heary
'trouble and can’t work much Thel*
children—seven boys ' and ‘foun ;
' canvas heid water falrly well el }gg:fs—range from infancy to 14
| “Cold? Yes, 1 Wy g s 8 ‘
{i here ni::hié,”,ts;ﬁ? %\!/;rst.’eﬁ cold The family is on public assist’
I ot e viat f o tong Bt 163 "tk ane o
ke c‘?o'lyxl. ng.. ease, i 7o in winter when the fuel bill shoots
: lee countless’ other c}ises Jlght v
in our town, the’ troub}e s, axf acute Prospect Of' a ‘better place to

1tt, fdrmerly'v‘of :

':VISITORS.

Lucian Nesbi

ice  Moreland for:

was -at.the home of her.

. onthly income—the
H ‘bu}k from puhlic assistance, some
f liet ex-hushand for|| .
support. of tlie children, a little|!
e trom one . ‘daughter's wages—
amounts. to about-$140. :
~ Not' much for ‘nine, ‘Bt a public
: asmstanﬂé agenc ‘would add some

‘mother. Mrs.. Al

Chicago

bout toilet famhties"”
“That’s a bad, condition,” she re-
lied, pointmg to a small outdoor%

oilet near the shacks.

]F YOU LIKE PLENTY OF NEIGHBORS Dt Heré is a. | ter, The four -entrancewal = Five families use it, 1ncluding'

: the 13 B's,
: chummy little rear-lot apartment layout in _one of the sec- above., Families live in thre I jotted down on my mnote pad:

hons of north Urbana where resldentlal Space is st a premi-- |- by a smgle tenant. . It is typ “Bad,” and underlined the word.
‘ ' ' of the commumty s hou : 1t
A i C came to me:. “Where-do 13 people_‘]

sleep in that- place""
Too busy to ‘go" back' niore

g
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_housmg project.

Iére u ‘another alley frontaké ‘fesidential
uartera on the north side of town, Rental
‘is low — only $17.50 a month — but as in,
scotes of other cases, it is strictly sub-stand-

CHICKEN COOP,

ad store pr sho

wood,

4ards;

0L BUS=-SOME
CA

. (FIfth in ‘4 series describing
- local housing. problems and-con-
. ditlons, suggesting the need for
Iow~cost rental housing).

L IT HOME

tBy WILLARD HANSEN
News-Gazette Staff erter

Almost everything tiié mind can
devlse as a place to live Is being
] used for. housing_ in various sec-|

tions ,ot Cha,mpaign-Urhana—

Sheds, transtormed chicken
coops' shacks . made from crating
tar-paper;
dilapldated giructurezs abhandoned
F sites; old bus and

felghs. on ‘nbod o8, nooks fn atﬁcs,

covéred - with-

FRKeLS.
; above‘the marginal or huh marginal
categories, . however, are- living in
narters’ far; below decent stand-
Rental charges, even in this
infiationary, period, often are way

but’of lin

.

fareas most.
(;olore
able,td, fnan

Colored .
From my observations, the most
miserable .coiditions are in the
‘heavily ; populated by
Houslng avail-
white families i3 In
some’ cases just, -as ibad, though
ilumorlcally a little léns. sovere, -
,:Checking my owh observationg,
generally and specifically, against
.1a repoit by the League of Women
oters earlier thig year on housing
‘{ conditions i the colored residen-
: tial ateas, I find almost parallel
ctn.
he league’s X-eport covered the
Hod October 1946 to May 1948. In
fition -to interviews with colored
and socinl work-
fncorpdrated
fier Information obtalned from
b Yoys by tho Champalgn Countly

> Jsing Authority, local health dis-

omolala, lpcal munlcipal 111

or smi

ctions Worsé

resldents

ens, tenants,
that survey

OR,WILL MORE HOUSING LIKE THIS
.BE PROVIDED? Here, and in a twin set of
units nearby, is the community’s sole public
The units shown above
" (mioré at the rear and at each end) provnde
© eah comfortablc living quatters — three

vious, A tour of

rooms, bathsand .

years ago.

ard and makeshif

) tor, as far as children are cohcerned, 18 “ob- i
)

. paign and northwest Urbana reveala many |
similar situations.

veterans and their families occupy these 20
units located on East Columbia just east of |
Fifth street. Rental is $28 a month, plus,

utilities. This prolect was carhcd out two |

4 Ur

Co

i S

A,
10

The cnvuonmental fac-

alleys in northeast Cham- | th

hu

kitchenette. Colored war ;

areas, here were a few of the find»
ings and conclusions:

“It i8 a sorry plcture. ‘Many of;
the streets are not paved, becom-
ing ‘mud holes or dust bins with

streets have 1o sidewdilks . . .
Coal Bins As Houses

“Now the lousing shortage is so
gevere that sheds formerly used as
coal hins or other storage places

'are now used as dwellings, and

flimsy tar paper shacks have been
‘built out of odds and ends.

. one to five of ~these 5makeshifit
dwellings can be found in the rear}

of one small lot,

individuals (12 of them children)’
occupled four shacks.

shacks,
privy. The lot was 8o small’ that
the shacks were almost touching.

{At a Dublin street address, four

familles (seven children) occupied
the main house and shack in thej
rear, with one outdoor privy. There
are. blocks on Beech, Hill and Oak
gtreets .where .clugters of shacks
are found in the rear of every lot.”

That's true. In the  alleys. be-
tween quite a few other streets, [}
too. In some: ‘cases, you don’t see{
these places by a drive along the
streets. One must ply the alleys

The league committee cited this
example:

three-room shack,

toticlied the. ceiling.
Fire Hazard
“Where tlie.

from, an adjoining house; there

out of doors.

o et ety e o e -

From one section of the league’ sl
report on housing in the ‘colored!

lvarying wenther conditions. Some

From|:

<

.Lodge Order of the Arrqw, Boy
IScout of
|L(Qrdea1 Honor) cevemony held atl]
:Camp Drake Sat. Dctober 30. 25
i Scouts and Scouters taken in full

membel ship.
honm ary members: John Schrader

Camp Chef, Dr.
Harold Nogle,

‘| Bela Stoddard Monticella, Dr.
Glenn Fisher Tolpno, Ray william

iDr. H. A.

ceremopy. Ritual team conducting
Clemmons, U. Walter Splockleh‘,

For Ordeal honol .

child study grou
Lawhead P.T.A. wi
home of
McDamel 503 Tas
nue, 4t 8 p.m. Monday.

America, Installatlon

Scouters-Adults

Fred Clay Champaign,
George Hunt,:

bana,

undil President of Champaign, i

outmaster, T. R. 41 Tuscola,
Hindman Urbana, :
R. Knight, Charter member of |
of A. 1938, participated in the

e ceremony composed of : Robert

Bill Boyer, Chr, Jack Jones |

-
WILIARD - LAWHEAD .
ps of Wllhrd-

ill meet in the ,
Mr. and DMus. Thomas|
t Columbia ave-

B PO s

NFLSON PAINTb L1 Bl' RIAN MURAL

“At a Beech street address, 18!

On Beards-;
ley street, 21 people occupied five;
served by one outsidel

to .get the full, distasteful picture.|:

“In spite of these handlcaps, the|difficult there . . .”
mother and two’ youngest children mildly. Stronger words w0uld be
_ithe only ones .at_home, were shin moré mting
mg clean as to;clothes: and perdon. .

l
i
i
i
l
1
i

The mother sald her husbaud was
making $40 a week, so that they

“We talked with a mother living|could atford a better place to live
ip onhé of the shacks. She, her hus-[if one could only -be found. Life
%and, .and six children occupled a|was very difficult there: tlie chil-
he- rent - of{dren were restless ~and qudarrel-
which was_ $17.50 a month. The|some because they had no place
rooihs .were so tiny that double|to play and couldn’t sleep at night
beds nearly filled them, so low the|with so many packed in onb bed.
hat of a person fivefeet, two,|The children . stayed away from

home as much as they.could. For-
merly, they had had a house ‘with

stovepxpe passed a real bathroom’ so they found it
through tle old .splintery boards|very bard to get used-to living llke
there was only a small circle ofithis.
tin  to.serve as fire :protection.|keep the plice free of -vermin and
_|There were mno closets or cup-{rats,’
boards. Water Had to be carrled! through tlie boards of the shack.”
No, it's a situ-¥
was no provision for disposal of|ation. miultiplied many times over.
waste. water other-than to dump jt{I know, from personal inspections.t

It was almost fmposgsible to
which gnawéd their . way

- Hard-to helieve?

The com,lunion, "life WARS very
> ir putting it
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sLdugasn )
2353887
g§oET iy
M e YA
<., ST ESEG . . o :
: QEh qu, o o T Historital Society Comanisston to;
.Sm%dﬁﬁég’ﬁ U. . Han
H (2} o L5
i g g =gl a B ! An eight-foot decorative mural
- Dhad: o @ showing the resources and cultural
IREL dw® g , ;
IO ER°E o g development of fiberia has been
i B E o8 % goag completed by Cecil Dewey Nelson |
i§as8g8d g2 s Jr., 1012 North Fifth strect, Chai |
t . ] n
.-:04-533“83'5 | paign. . i
c H G > A 8 < ° S . The panel commlssloned by the !l paintings by
E:d«'ﬁ? g g"é) 3E 8 , lllinois State . Historical library |
LRI “for the republic = of Liheria as

part of a freedom exhibition, whll
be shgpped to  Springfield thi=
week, then on to Liberia.

ITS A FORMAL. composition
v1g‘orous in pattern and predon sl
nutdly grep<bluey green anddra¥i
symbolizing Liberia’s past and
present culture, ite predominately

Christian  religion, agricultural
experimentation and peaceful
‘philosophy.

Exhibited with the mural in the
main hall of the Liberian Admin-
istration building in Monrvovia,
capital city of Liberia, will be
. copies of the original Emancipat-
. jon Proclamation documents and a
bronze bust of Abralam Lincoln.

(To be- contlnued)

FR (POSERST X137
LEGATO CLUB THEME | ~. |

403 East Church street,
paign,

. d'uﬁng the war Nelson won f;nst

“French Composers of the 19th

-'Cex_ltur.y” was'the theme of chato
Music club at its meeting Tuesday

i the home of Mrs. Sarah Moore.
Cham-

Miss Ruth Calimese was in

charge of the program, which in-
cluded a history of French com-
posers given by Miss Pearlie Mae
A. L; Thompson i Roberts, music news veported by
Miss Willa Mae Williams, and
Debussey selections played by Mrs.
J. W. Valentine, pianist.

Reporty. of Committees in a re-

port of the naional music conven-
tion held last August were given
during the busmess session con-
ducted by Mrs.
president. New members taken in
during the
Hicks, Mrs. Stella. Lomax, Mrs.
Phoebe Kilgore and Mrs.
Suggs.

Hattie Winfield,
meeting were John
‘Hester

The club will hold a coffee hour

at 4 p. m. Sunday in the home of
Mrs, Winfield 605 North Poplar
street, Champaign, with the pro-
ceeds to go toward the group’s
) scholarshlp fund.

Nelsor, while still a student ab
thc University of Illinois, was rec-
ommended for the work to Jav
Monoghan,  state historian,,.. hy
Dean Rexford Newcomb .md Prof'
Warren Doolitile. »
HI1S PAINTING, “Self: Portxalt.l
Confronted,” was one of the two
students accepted
for the U. of 1. national exhlblhon
America art

of contemporarvy
last March. )
While- in the army Air Forcol

rize . fn. the Atlanta umversnty
Sk &egm art.annual in the 1944
fiand tha top .puize.in the Thind
Army corps all-G. [. art compet-
ition in 1941 :

He also was art director of any
all-G. 1. show that toured Army
po&tq and gave a command pm
formance for President Trumar
in Washington. Nelson was grad-
uated from the U. of I. last Febj
ruary and is now employed as aij
artist for G. R. Grubb and C‘o ol
Champaign.

ARl

it S g B




NEIGABORHOOD NEW DEVELOPMENT STUDY |

- ELEMENTS
“1.ATHAE NEED FOR MORE HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY

2.ELDERLY BEING FORCED TO LEAVE THEIR NEIGHBORHOOD

 3.NO DEVELOPMENT IN NEIGHBORHOOD FOR THE ELDERLY




he atmosphere of Iueago s’
Town'o St. Louis’ Gaslight
ht. “well . become: a
c_11mate_ “of Cham-
na within':‘the, next

go and St Loms at-

; re among redevelop-
it possibilities discussed dur-
ati -hour ‘and-a-half meeting .
nded Wednesday afternoon

: mexpenswe developmen

1by tenants and landowners of
the E, University Avenue buSI-
ness district area.

At the meeting were aboutw}f'
eight persons who own or lease
the. bulk of the property in the -
area under discussion along Uhi-
versity, from ahout Water Street .
east to 2nd Street. . i

Their first move was to’ re-
quest architect Ove W. Uggerby '
to’ prepare an' estimate for the -
development of a general plan.4
Uggerby is to have this prepared-

{in time for presentation at a -

second meeting planned ten- i
tatively for the first week in .,

1February.

According to Thomas G. Hag— N

jan Jr., president of -the: «Com- !

mercial .‘Bank of- Champalgn,,:
moderator- for the’ meetmg the

Vinitial response to: the“develop-

ment of spme kind of organized -
pian was quite enthusmsuc e

“2 -3 Year Period. ) ‘ i

“Anything we do probably will’
‘carry over a period of two or
three years,” he said.

What they are attemptmg to
do is follow a lead suggested
last month- by J. Michael
O’Byrne, president of the Cham-
ber of Commerce, in a Speech
before ' the Downtown Cham-
paign Coumeil. -

O’Byrne noted the poss.1b1hty
of. (developing neighborhood busi-
ness district plans'to:be carried
out:in unison. He named the. E.
University business dlstrlct -as
one of several possible areas
which nught develop
plans covermg such. ‘r

painting, landscaping’ a
lor store lighting. -

Tha R

TTerdvvmsmmd

lished that

r v in woul ;
groes moving in wo
soon,™: said. Mrs. ‘Brodkey,” R
mother of ﬂu ee, whp is'a mem- C

7as -done b‘y
iwood, & success-
ed commumty neary 1
.ot ., speak, to civie)

out mterramal living. f

‘pecple v{? fe' a little upse An

1n amount of

Y Marynook

in are rhembers of . the aca-:
‘? demlc commumty surround-
Cing the Umversxty of Chlca- -
80 . <

moet noise . about not, wanting 40
live . ntext door to Negroes are%

st here, living next door . 1o;

mvmncr

\‘Neoroes and’ énjoying it thor-)

H
ughly,” sdid” Mrs. Brodkey 3
Members of both }”z_ace.s, she;

‘ Edi‘torials ’ ?’hese A!re- quOPiniOnS:

ol

Urban Concern for People

CHICAGO’S MAYOR Rich-
ard J. Daley, on the eve of the

\anmversary of his tenth year

in office, has sounded a very

_optimistic note regardmg the

city’s future.

Daley stated that the years
ahead would, ;produce a mass
return of residents to the cen-

development program of many
metropolitan centers. -

There are

{

many benefits

that accrue from residence
near downtown. The recrea-
tional, cultural and retail es-
tabhshments of the central
area have attracted many se-
nior citizens as’ well single

nnAd eraman. and e
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By Darleﬁ, Napady
Champaign - Urban  Renewal
Director David Gensemer rec-
ommended Friday that the city
undertake its next urban renew-
al work: _in a 20 - square
block -areafsouth of University
Avenue and
Street.”
It
gestion that the city undértake e
renewal vvork out51de the

newal in the North ast’ N h-
borhood - ‘without - the non-cask
credits from a University” area
project.

vest of Wright
as the first  official- sug,;,_:

pre~ P

|that

., One of Six -
The:~

Cocity’s

tlvely

bounded by Umvers1ty Avenue ]
Wright. Street; Bradléy Avenue,

current renewal

and the Illmms Central’ main-

line.

hood%gdt to oe planned'
| any. ayerk®could. begin. Underyof I. was:
System,
sometimes took several years.

for

planning alone;

< Work in.a new area would

niot mean the city” would ignore
the Northeast Neighborhuod

sotith ‘of University avenué, the
01ty also could begin plannmg

hn Barr questioned

hould desig-
é?ea south of

a=solt ”f Sprmgﬂeld should
Fe- so, designated since the U,
mterested in acquir-
ing . land* there and could -do

1 'S0 more economlca]ly 1f the land

'ment, but would allow the

the rest. of the area with: ne
apartment and office bulldmg
he said.

<1 think prlvat
prig hould be gl
to do it- even- if
several years,” B

Génsemer rephe
ating the area for,
not preclude prlvate

to direct development to se
1its best interests..
Acquire Land

Under urban renewal, the c1ty,
|would . acquire and clear land.'

and resell it.

John Lee Johnson, chairman
of the Concerned Cltlzens Com-. .

mittee, has called for the desig-

.'natlon of. more urban- renewal

'area so his group can acquire

land for a federally alded hous-t

ing project.. -~ - ot
At the - 'CAC
Gensemer. pointed ‘out that new

federal regulations require that;_,: ‘

‘meetmg,'

is redevelopmg a Iarge part of range, sumlar to that” prov1ded ed.

v-ough the federal ﬂprograms

118 Substandat
“The surveé

the: 817 structures in the area

probably could be-rehabilitated,
ibut- 118 ‘probably ‘would be. rat-
ed. substandard n closer, i mspec-
tion.”

“We did not go mto the houses

,-done” strictly by
looking over the buﬂdlngs from
{the outside, -showed’ that 97 of

Step Decay

CAG-ighould
'mending that the city undertake
preventive: “measures = such
as code enforcement to stop fur-

cBasider mcom‘- ]

cil desued

- Under, federal credlt regula-
tions, .a city .can claim credlt

its, or about $6 4 mi
eral money.

_ed out by Schipp-

light industrial
éxclude Junk
ds which: presently exist in

addltlorﬁ to the' plans
Austrial tek Fomaial

Grove,

-dlso showed the
f Washington to. 80
park-like “buﬂer

dor. residences back-
Wash hington.

of the maps d1sp1ayed‘
ors affecting re-use
he- hortheast nelgh-

§ R TR Y
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Jrban Renewa

Survey S'i'ari'ed
For Area No 1

By DICK ICEN
News-Gazette Staff Writer . -
First project area for Champaign’s urban renewal pro-

gram was announced Thursday by Norval Hodges, chair-
man of the Cltlzens Commlttee for an urban renewal

proj ect.

The _major portion of the area will be bounded by

.[lowing a tour taken through this

| Washington on' the "south,

| the west, and anht to the
east.

In- addmon, Maple, from
Prairie  to , Elm, Park, from

Hill streets, from First to Sixth,
will be included in what' Hodg-
es de51gnated as Project Area
No. 1.

The area was de51gnated fol-f

section of northeast Champaign
Wednesday by Hodges, Mayor
Emmerson Dextér and Rev. Eu-
gene Williams, chairman of a
subcomimittee studying neghbor-
hood ‘analysis. )
1 Hodges said it was "unlikely
that all the houses in the area,
encompassing. about 60 city
‘{blocks, would be cleared off to
make way for the urban renew-
.1al program.

Many ‘Excellent’ ]
Many of the houses in the
project area are still in excel-
1lent condition, Hodges said.

area would affect . about 600
hémes. '

houses would have to be rehabil-

naire, which is the same as the
questionnaire used by Decatur
when it worked out a workable]:
program, would be passed’
around in the neighborhodd. -
The questionnaire will be taken
to every home in the area in an
attempt to find out exactly which
houses have to be torn down and
whish houses would ‘merely need
to' be .rehabilitated.

This phase of the survey will
be conducted by Ray Smith of ]
Smith and Manley, a Champalgn
real  estate firm.

Hodges' said . that Smith had r
promised he would have enoughl;
realtors helping him to get the

TROW e S A

=

-l

{Bradley on the north, Oak to/,

{Fourth to First, and Church and|-

He estimated the first project|,

1
®
To find out ex actly which |'d
]

itated, Hodges said a question-|*

‘can take advantage of Blooming-|

job done as quickly ‘as possible. 5
Committee To' Meat i

ing ‘and emphasized that. urban
irenewal  was not limited to ene

- CHAMPAIGN.- URBAN5

New Urban
Renewal Plan
[s Under Way

By John Finley
Fastest possible speed in get-

iting an urban renewal plan was
jurged by Norval Hodges, chair-

man, of the Citizens ' Advisory
Committee, at a meeting of the
committee Monday afternoon.

VIt took Bloomington three\
years to get their plan, but We

ton's experience,” he said. ,

“It’'s my respon51b1hty to see
that we dom’t Tun into the same
pitfalls that they did.”

Hodges said he had been as-
sured of the full .cooperation -of
the federal agencies involved in
obtaining aid for low - cost hous-

=

Dellvered on R. F D. Routes Aprx] 2,

~ Renewal Plan |

- Authorizedby
Clty Council

. By John leey

The Champalgn ‘City - Council
Tuesday night officially ‘authorized
8 General Neighborhood - Renewal
- Plan for’ ‘northeast Champaign and
approved an ‘application for fed-|
“eral funds with whxch to prepare
the pla.n .

The counc11 actxon was _ consid-
ered to be a matfer of form, for
§t"Has “backed thé urban renewal
movements: since its” beginnings,
almost a Vear 'ago., The resolution

o authornzng :the plan and approving
“ithe apphcatlon was a required’
- part of the application "t the T1S. '|
Housmg and ‘Home Fmanr:e Age.l-
;T e
, The apphcatmn asks for $27 3n
thh which to prepare the GNRP.

According to City Manager Rob-
© ert. H, Oldland, it is hoped that
the c1ty can first receive informal

o approval of :che application; that

is, an “HHEFA - official - will visit;
Chamoalgn tour the GNRP: area
and " give an informal oplnlon oﬁ
_the apphcatlon ! - S
The ' planning funds’ anphcatlonr
then ‘will be submitted for form-
al”appruval/ with -a " far- better
chance of being accepted
Othérwise, said Oldland, the ap-
piication” will be taken directly ‘to
the Chicago office of the HHFA|
and présumably, Plan Director
" Edward. Schlppmann will go . to

Two Renewal
Planners Will

‘Be Employed

The hiring of an‘associate plan-

‘|ner and an engineering: draftsman

was authorized by the Champaign

1 City Councﬂ Tuesday night for

help in developing Champalgns

lurban renewal program.

The "counci also authorized the

-: city -staff, in cooperatlon with the|

Citizen’s Advisory Committee, to
proceed with the ‘preparation of a

,|General ‘Neighborhood =~ Renewal
|Plan (GNRP) application for the

area bounded by University Ave:

‘|nue, Bradley Avenue, the Tlinois|
Central Railroad tracks and the|

east city limits:

Other recommendations from City
Manager Robert H. Oldland that
were approved by the council:

1. That, upon approval of the
GNRP - applicaton,  the city use

| funds allocated by the federal gov-

ernment to' “expedite the pro-

|gram in a manner to be determiti-
ed by the City Council.” i

4, That as soon as the GNRP

progress will allow, a survey and
| planning application be completed,

reviewed by the City Council and
filed with the U.S. Housing and|
Home Finance Agency for approv-
al.

3. That advance planning funds,

as allowed by the HHFA on the

annlnnting - ha wand e nvhnoad

|NEXT PHASEIS
STUL

Y OF AREA.;_\,
FOR STARTING -

Champaign’s workable pro-
gram for urban. renewal: was.
approved Tuesday by the House
and Home Finance Agency in
Washmgton

Simultaneous.a n n o uncements.

chairman of the Citizens Advisory: ~
Committee which worked on the

iprogram, were ‘received’ late

‘Tuesday morning by Mayor Em-"
merson Dexter

" The qext phase of the program
will involve -a more detailedsstu-
dy of tﬁe proposed ‘urban renevv-
al area, including the city’s abll—.,‘
ilty to -finance the program, which: -
iw111 be undertaken with the aid.
of federal funds. When this phase’

Jof the program will be. started is’

not known at the present time.
The initial urban reénewal proj-
ect area, outlined in the city’s
workable program, will be cen-
tered in the area around Bradley,
Fourth and the Big 4 Raﬂroad
tracks.

Rapid Development

Hodges, in a statement from
Washington, said, “This . means.
we will be In a posmon to b11ng
o a successful conclusion our ef«:.
forts to make - available - for

|Champaign.- residents - the -bes't

housing they can -afford. It is
extremely gra’cxfymg to e to see

tically and rapidly.”
Dexter praised the work. of
Hodges and all the other mem-
bers of the committee who worked
“go " diligently to comple’ce this
program successfully.” -
Dexter said that Hodges re=
ported that HHFA officials were
amazed that ‘the program ‘had |
‘peen done so well without the aid
of an outside consultmo“ agen-

cy. - '

from the office of Cong. Willlam. "%
Springer and Norval Hodges,‘“ :

this program developed SO reahs— .



| Couneil” Chambers i
|| Hodges said he expeects:the res|

port te: be completed within two|
. .Weeks ‘

'\ Another phase of the nexghbor-‘

© . Delivered on R.F.D. Routes Jun 25, 1960
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"Contams 600 Famzlzes.

Urban Renewal
Area Is Chosen

First project” area for urbian re- program, determines the use,
~ newal ‘was named, by Citizens Ad-|repairs needed, compatibility with
- ‘wisory :Committee Chairman Nor- surroundings, condition, per cemt

val Hodges Thursday " lof ‘deterioration, number of fami-

It is the area bounded by Wash- lies and overcrowded conditiOns in

ington Street, Bradley Avenue, each of the homes in the PTOJect
Wright Street and Oak Street ex- area.

tended.. Comprising about 60 city| A similar survey w1ll be made of
blocks, the area contains between|the entire city by a group led by
600 and 700 farmhes Hodges esti-|Jack Marco, also newly appointed
thated. ! - to the Rev Mr. Williams' com-|

Renewal ‘and - or rehabilitation Mittee. ‘Smith’s survey should be

of housing in the area will await|done 10 days from Monday, Hodg:
allocation of federal funds for the|€S said, but, Marco’s need not be

~ project, available only after the done so qu1ckly

"'U. S. Hgine, and Housm Finance! - ‘‘We've got a tremendous group
Agency, approves e co mrttee s|of people working on this pI‘O]eCt ?
“workable program.” |said Mayor Dexter, “and it’s going
“ 1. think . we'll’ have all that's|to go { fast - faster than any other

+ meéded for our workable program urban renewal project.”
“within 60 days,* " Hodges' - said.| - Hodges pointed to a copy of De-|
“The Agency is-as anxious to -co-|catur’s workable program for ur-
‘operdte with us-as any can be,ban renewal and said, “You can’t

1 and I can assure, you of one thing, jargue with success, 50 we're using
we will press for action.” this as a pattern to follow.”}

The renewal program will bej.Still a major problem. in " the

( geared to.take care of the displac- pI‘O]eCt is financing the uiban-re-

red persons, Hodges ertiphasized. lnewal. The federal government
1t would "go ahead( as fast as|pays two-thirds - -of the total cost;
. housing: for the d1splaced famlhes of the project, and the city pays:

} - could  be found; he said. the other third. - ‘

1+ He also emphasized that there| Any money 'the city has spent‘

“would be no wholesale clearmg of |for unprovements in"the  project

the area. - larea can be' counted toward its

“Some of the homes in the area|share of 'the cost; but. Champa1gn s

| are. new and others Well kept 5 he sharecould still be’high. |
bosald: "o “We must find a8 means to get
[ Selectxon of the area was done the f1rst pro]ect done w1thout hav-
b Wednesday by Hbdges, _Cham- ing ‘a"bond issue,”. Hodges said.|
palgn ‘Mayor. Emmerson V: Dexter|“It's my understandmg that Peo-|
and the Rev. Eugene Wllllams rie fried .2 bond issue-and lost,
The three; also ‘chose 2 * second its urban renevyal prOJect ;
prOJect ‘area;, which includes Ma- “Decatur made its “first “area
ple L Street, from Praiie to . Elm one‘where the city had spent pret-
 streets; Park Avenue, from 4th to ty . nuch money 50 “it could be

Llst streets, Chutch. Street 1st to counted toward the city’s share:

Lgth” streets; and- Hill, 1st to 5th “Concewably, we -could get' a

-streets. No work will ‘be done in|bond.issue passed for the: second

.the second pro]ect area utitil re-|project’ ared if the community sees

hne s completed ~1n the first ar-iwe Zhd a- good Job m‘the flI'St

: Jarea.” S
Hodges sald he Was convmced
“yast: ma]orlty of people

! find|

i
[
I
2
I
N

" gram’,

: of Tllinois.

‘sists of Ed Wick and Ed Borman.

|Herbert O. Farber, vice president

Jlies” == Harold: Sloan, -diréctor. of |

[vaign County.
|Jaycee members participating.
|ficers for 'the adwsory committee.

|Robert Castelo is viee president,
|John Neils, - executive - secretary,

study to one area,’

plan.”

tee will be only an advisory group

Hodges told the group.

_ “Our’ specific assignment is to
work out the ‘Workable Pro-
’,”” he went on. “It’s the key
to the whole success of the project,
and we’re not eligible for aid until
the plan is worked out.”

The - Workable Program for
Community Improvement includes
la survey of present conditions in
the community and recommenda-
tions for meeting requirements for
federal aid in supportrng urban
renewal.

‘Hodges also appointed sub -com-
mittee chairmen who will work on
the various sections of the pro-
gram.

-1. City ordinances and codes —
participating members of the
League of Women Voters. Hodges

land had reported "that only a
housing - code for existing struc-
tures was needed to comply with
federal standards. !

This-section includes' the formula-
-|tion and- official recognition.of .a
general comprel iveplan for
the commumﬂ.; as a whole.
3. Nelghborhood analysis — The
Rev. ‘Eugene Williams. This sec-
‘tion  includes . 1dent1fy1ng the ex-
tent -and intensity of bhght
‘ 4 Admmlstratwe organization—
The . executive ~‘committee tenta-

tivey “will do the ‘administrative |
work.” ‘

5. Flnancing su\b-committees—-‘
and ‘comptroller. of the Un1versrty
- 6. Housmg for dlsplaced faml—‘

the - Housing" Authorlty -of .Cham-

7. Citizen participation — All
The " publicity committee - con-

Hodges also: appointed. three of-|

and Charles Palmer, head of the
legal'subcommittee, - o i
The' ‘executive comrmttee will

_ > he pointed
out. “It has to be a c1ty-W1de‘

The Citizens Advisory Commit-

said -City Manager Robert H. Old-{

2. A comprehensive community|
plan — Jim Clark, - Chairman.{

and will take assignments from
the mayor and the city manager,|

1

consist. of Hodges, Castelo, Nellsl

Jand- &l the chalrmen of the sub-

commrttees

'O’Neill Bid Seems Low

: mxssmn

‘ tract for the workmen § -compen-
. sation insurance program. The ex*

. agreement; -took . it under study

EIVEN DY LHE  YYABLILZWL Vitine vk
the Housing and Home; Fmance
Agency.

on Compensatmn Insurance -

Champalgn insurance. adent[
James” W. O'Neill was  apparent;|
. low bidder in bids. opened, Tues::
day night by ‘the Chiampaign City
Council on the’ city’s workmens
-compensation insurance program

For Hartford Accident and ln-i
demnity Co:, O’'Neill bid $10,079 on]|

the, annual premium. The only|l -

other bldder, H. R. Bresee ‘and
Co.; bid $13,894 and listed an al-
ternatIVe bid of $12, 191 for no_com-

The ‘council: agreed to.: meet at,
=Eriday-to- award the coh-

istmg p011c1es expire May 1.

" ity Council to Consider o
Gas Franchise Ordinance S

“An ordmance proposmg the ap-l
proval of a new gas franchise|

with Illinois Power Co.’ will: be: on

the’ Tuesday agenda’ of the Cham-
paign City Council. ‘

. The council Tuesday mght re-‘
¢eived” a-copy ‘of the franchise

and orderéd that the ordinance be|
prepared for the May 2 meeting.

" The franchise; in effect, merely.
brings the city’s agreement -with
Tilinois Power up to date, taking
into .consideration 'increased gas
needs, a nuimber of new buildings

and new additions to- city build-

ings since the signing of the exist-|
ing franchise in July of 1957.
The new anchlse would glve

“the ity an’ aHowance of 21,800(
therms more “than- the 106,200

 therms presently allotted.

The additional .gas allowance|

would cost the city - about $1,500
moreayear

FOUR INSURANCE AGENTS

LISTED. OGN ROUND TABLE

F‘our life’ insurance representa-
tlves of the’Champaign - Urbana

-gred are l1sted i the 1961 roster|

of he Million . Dollar Round Ta-|

“ble of- the' National Assoc1at1on of
L1fe Underwnters.

: '”They a.re Robert  E. Castelo,‘
5ldon L Steffen,\both

Mutual Life;
;- American Unit-
hampa1gn and

|
;

{third of total project cost properly

'requested B-la zoning,’ the coun- |

| The Plan : Coramission opposed

3 of "any capital improvements
possible ‘in- computing the one-

assignable to the City of Cham-
paign:’

4. “That a strong Citizens " Ad-
wsory Committee be retained’ to
|assist in program development
|and to enlist the cooperation.and
participation , of -the citizens’ in
br1ngmg the program to fruition.”

- The two new city employes au-
thorized by the council would as-
Isist Plan Director Edward Schipp-
mann in makrng the plans and
[surveys necessary in the, urban
renewal ‘project planning. Under
|the planner would be paid in a sal-|
|ary range of $454 to $550 a.month,
.and the . engineering - draftsman
‘would be paid in the $325-$394
range.

. "They would be employed “‘at
the earliest possible date,” at City
Manager Oldland’s recommenda-
tion, using funds from the current’
urban renewal account in the plan-
mng department budget of from
‘the contingency account in general
services for the yemainder of this!
fiscal year. The staff additions
{would be included in the 1961-6¢.
budget recorimendations. to the
City Council, Oldland said. N,

-Commercial Zoning Okayed
 For Mattis - Sangamon Area

A Plan Commission recom
‘mendation. for commercial  zon
'ing of two lots on the west side. o
| Mattis Avenue at Sangamon Drivé
was. approved by the Champaign
City Council Tuesday night.

The lots are on the northwest
and the southwest corners of ‘the
intersection of Mattis and Sanga-|
mon. The southern half of the lot
on the northwest ‘corner. is vacant|
and owned by McBride's Drugs
Inc. The uorthern half of the same|
Short's IGA. .The lot at the south-||
west corner is - owned- by Paull.
lot ‘is owned: and occupied .by
Tangora’s Sinclair Service Station. ||

Although’ the -Plan ' Commission|
! deliberated long and hard over the|

cil's approval came qulckly and!
j with 1o dxscussron

ithe zoning on the grounds that it
1might tend to foster- strlp cor-
fercial - development on' Mattis
1Avenue but allowed the zoning on
the grou.nds that ‘the development
‘already ex1sted when annexed to
itheéity.

Symphony - T.;ckets Sold Out
' All tickets ‘to the performance’
“6f ‘the- Detrojt” Symphony Orches-;
“traat § pm. ‘Saturday in Univer-
r,‘s1ty of Hlmozs Audltorrum have

lwill eventual_ly revitalize: mi E
‘the - c1ty’s decaymg nelgh,_or- ST
‘hoods. -~ S
| Dexter said. he -will go e
speed’ -ahead” with- the: ‘forina-
witron of ~the steermg committee -
“which will- study a housmg code
for possible adoption- by the: ity -

.. This is: the one -major: code Te-~.
‘uu1red by the HHFA for a federals
- assisted urban renewal prc».'

said.

First Of Several
fflc1als ofthe, commlttee have

this -will*be. ‘the.
urban ~ renewal:~project

™ e

the 'past that‘ ’




%pro f.. ¢
'| Lippman; hew er, " those'o the

feel that

nclide a larger per-|
dividual townhous-
es. ‘éould have taken this

16y
aonroach instheir original -pro-

Oﬁicm

housmg de opIn:
college tow
members - of
citizen’s advises
ty officials" closer’ t
of a develop en
build" in the 455
newal area.
| City margag%
ing, Mayor 1]

Chicago, str, ing the ’spEed of
d

;‘constructlog %1 -plea
persons ho &

boxes comple,g:é? with, plumbing, |
wiring * and "alk appk i
Istalled. The boxes are then join-
led at the, 51te‘ on, a prepared
‘found_atlon The * amount of
hadranme nar 11mit are determin-

| pletely! fabnc%ted‘ 1gare éar- |
|vied from’ the*p]ant‘ 1330 foot

,,ifor 01
as strlkmg when com-

ok of the Natlonal pro-

the Champalgn oroup
o the” apartment site
apolis:to*the townhouse
ent similar to the type
for Tocal use, the Lip_i
biibble did not burst. The
" rente, townhouses were
astefully designed with
'd wooden frames and

lyldual ‘patios. . ‘
toured four dif-!
i the site ranging
s lEmorn unit with a:
'é”‘pmced at $133
3 umts are un-

- 1t provide-
ange and Gas,‘

ount of bedroom units
0. be decided by the ci-

many Hirm- wh11e Natlonal has:
anteed to! find a ‘non-profit |

S ‘advi?sery g
ttee W111 now have to make

developer before

week.

Thefe are many optlons open|:
to ‘the comm1ttee rancmg from
‘asking Lippman to redesign an
entire townhouse area land plan
for. Champaign, to resubmitting
a call for revised plans for all
four submitting developers.

Crammictian mamhar Radone

commitments § can . be mad iy

leasure “of |G iairma; Y é
his. group w111 meet: early qext

the Lippman project and in-
dicated he felt any resubmission
to other developers would “be:.
only puttmg the matter off until
later.”

Urban renéwal dlrector David
Gensemer told. Lippman he

“{would be in touch with them by

telephone in the ‘near future. It
dec1de how many units it wants
Ry the 51te how much land W111

‘eed':’i‘n'the‘ local area.’
- swill design according.

vier added that National’
s not out of con-
.for the development,:
eially’if its proposed costs
are significantly lower.

*#*We  should then definitely |
consider them’ he said, “andl
see-if it woll be possﬂole to pro-!
vide some truly low cost hous-
ing.. ‘We: are now dealing in mid-
dle-income. housmg and - could;
expand our goals.” ‘

The..oronn returned to Cham-



of the advisory committee, said
| he hoped the City Council would
. able" to choose a developer
this Tuesday

prefabncated
ose devoted

's,wsaw a fﬂm on|
;ajor townhouse
consxstmg of . ¢ight
-50th and Black-

INEML. 14UiLuLl LUV YY LM waas e
rand the group then moved to a
corrier site at Lafayette, where
12 units were set up. for in-'
spectlon The group toured and
exdimined a carpeted and air
conditioned . two bedroom unit
: that would sell for $12 000, and
another like the ones proposed in
| Ghampaign with a sale price to
the inhabitant of $11, 500. -

- The National box: umts are
Isimilar to trailers withiya set
width of 11 féet 6 inch ‘aand the
irigidity- of box construction Feft
Jittle oppor“cumty for ion
‘design of placement . con-|
structlon features seemed. quite|
and, but the metai stexture of'
walls left - a~ feelihg of
g-‘ mess . in what is 10 be’

The I‘l"‘ldlty of Natlonal’s con—\
‘structmn technigue becam e\
more apparent when the group|
iviewed the Lippman projects
which are not pre-fabrlcated but
built on the site.

‘The experienced —salesman
from Llppman first took the
group to view a 40-acre

\

£
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edueed° Plan Read
R ByJohnleey
‘ 'I‘he ‘Champaign Citizens Advis-
" ory - Committee Monday stepped;

“up plans to finish. its workable o
... program for urban renewal in 10
.~ - days and -named. a smaller proj-}

" o ect.area for the clearance pro-

gram. ‘
After tourmg the prev1ously des-
“ignated project area in mortheast
Champalgn with - John 'Schaefgen,

" senior planner of the Decatur plan-

3 ning' dep‘artment and Lee Hender-
som, 'viee chairman of that city’s
»adv1sory committee, Champaign
‘urhan renéwal planners agreed the
-fitst project. area should be boun-
detl by Bradley Avenue, 4th Street;
the Big 4 Railroad tracks and the

Ilhnoxs Central Railroad tracks.

Schaefgen and Henderson were
> key planners in Decatur’s propos-
- &d ‘urban renewal project, now
"~ - Bear execution stage.

After conferring with the Deca-|
tur men, chairman Norval Hodges
told the Champaign committee the
‘ information for Champaign’s

“s..  workable program should be com-

uo SING: AluE%_lTs

" Winstot Folkers, © Chicago,. - posed urban renewal program. map by Mayor Emmerson V.
field representative for-the U.S. Folkers, center, is shown the Dexter, tight. At left is Norval

pxlIed t\;zllthtm 10 dfay;. . _ _ Housmg and-Home Finance Ag-' area 'proposed for redevelop- Hodges, chairman;. o .f?ie Citi~
s/ 1;1 fe our. 3 ht ehprOjﬁftz afx‘lsta , : ; ; ency, visited Champalgn Tues: iment on the Champa1gn city zens Advisory Comm1tte°e
Cples gon said he tought M| STUDY RENEWAL AREA - ’ S day, in connection with the Pro- : L e ase
 familv - hou ‘ . ‘ | . L : N ———— - R . uu--ﬁ— -
" replace exiysting hogmes‘ in the| Along with twe Decatur ur- Monday. In the picture, corm~ the Rev. Eugene Williams; Lee q
. area, .. - : ﬂQan tenewal planners, Cham- paring the area with a map of. Henderson, vice cha1rman of De- HF A Offl(jla

“Tm sure you'll find that there paign Citizens  Advisory Com- land use and housing conditions, -catur’s advisory ' committee;
is more than one family in most Mittee members toured the pro- are, from left; Ray Smith; John = Mrs. May Kammerer and Nor-

|
of these hornes,” he said. “Youll posed urban renewal project = Schaefgen, senior planner of the val Hodges. - : Tours Clt S
also probably want to get every-| @rea in northeast Champaign Decatur planning department; - , y

one back in the area who wants to 50-acre project area and. the ad-

come back after the progect 8\ jacent railroad tracks, The stréets
eould. be.. xelocated . -within__

and shortcomings ancl realize that|[U.S. Housing and Home Fmance

at‘a.certain . time, in ‘the fufure you‘Agency approved the program, Renewal Area

All meet, each of theSe needs and{and . Decatur  made- its" planhning

fed” ; . . o
, nel'dhborioodagsaorlgng}}lgzlg be'b ho ;" bhe said. ‘ ?}Illd ,sui"vesz application. Ind May; A répresentative of the U. §. T ' : o
SR e appiication was approve Housing and Home Finance Agen- - d : ‘
in the project area. able program stage of urban Te F0110w1ng the tour, Schaefgen Decat Th e i g , a “7 _ NTron
., - ird Stage. . . ‘ 4 ; j )
“Don t forget that the COSt“Of: he newalp Wis ton eagr'lv to warke n|20dHenderson met with Cham- \T:vu ! lellngmf je gin tha #hind . Tuesday mornmg toured Cham' | r e rO ears O SO



T EEpTTT sysjave wwutany NUUSENOIAETS O the
extensive redevelopment in north-lared on improvement Programs
east Chainpaign. ‘ “iand the ‘value of restrictions siich

N. P. Dotson Jr. '(jf,a‘chicago’ as zoning and building - codes.
jintergroup relations adviser® for] Harvey said the Presence “of

fe. was noncommitalduriny 5 the
tour, possibly ‘reservind? commbent

T ETTITY S e GaspUSILVI piall
and a relocation plan. It all has
to.be done in 18 months.

“The work we did on_the work-]

. Sl e e ey — L TET pTTTTT N IAUUSEY SUULILLET LOEIr Worxame
betiveen--the _cdmpletedl “You recognize your city’s needs |program. In January:of 1960, t}f

Bt
fof* ‘two-mieetings ‘he was fo have!

attendéd “with city pfficials ang

able program .saves tirde. in this urban refiewal. planners Tuesday] the zegional office of the Federal{more than one residence on the
stage of the operation.” R afternoon, . e H?l,lslng Afiininigtra;ion, offered|same lot, encountered in num-
Decatur’s project "area like + Folkers this suggestion. . R erous instances in the ‘area, poses|
Champaign’s, is about 50 ,acres, i : & Members “of " the' commission| SO pnoble:ms. S
he said. Total cost of the project tential ‘project+areas he-has had noted that there is a lack - of Owners I many instances are
is estimated at $1,106,380; with the| dding that’, most project | appreciation of  the importance|W! ling to Improve _these pouses
city’s share at §756,270. Thére are dif elements and purposes of zoning regula-| DUt because the zoning ordinance
abgut 237 dWelling:s in the Bre 81 ‘ tions in the area. G };@tns, such mult; ~ house sifuations
Henderson said. - Prof. Robért-O. Harvey, mem-|5¢Y S2nnot g?fjb“lldlng permits,

“We have met with very littff ber of the Plan Commission, ob- he noted.

catur,” he said. “What opposition_‘
we did find was minor in char-
lacter and was merely a result of

opposition to the project in' De

many view the zoning .code as'a| ;. OB -
. —4"how "great a concentration of

served, “T may have the _Wrong
impression " but I do- fear that

“This is quite serious,” Har-
vey commented. ) .
. Dotson “raised the question of

“ione racé are you going to get in
one area>”’ . '

Chairman Donald 'E. Moyer
of the Fluman Relations Com-
mission said studies indicate ‘that|
834 per cent of Champaigri’ s pop-
ulation is ‘Negro and that figure
may have stabilized at that level.
The Negro population ‘here,
amily  residences would! |he added, seems to be “‘more con-
the “best  thing to re- centrated” ‘than in some com-
g housing 'in the _area : munifies.
lans - showed o growth Prof; Harvey. said local lend-
the drea. - P ers are Willing 'to. lend “money|
for minority “housing “‘but not
on ‘the same kind of standards
and that doesn’t help.” |

He added that the Plan Com-|
mission has done what it. could
to pievent “leg,alized encroach-
ments”’ on residential properties
1ini-the northeast area. ‘

- The commission has ‘been dis-
|couraged, however, he reported,
by ‘the feeling at public hearings
[that persons in the area had “not

lack of understanding in what the
.{program was about.” -

. Henderson. said Decatur - was.
aiming for-a March, 1961, starting |
date for their urban renewal proj- Lof
ect. If Champaign’s project went s
about: the same as Decatur’s, pre-
sumably it might be started in the|
spring of 1962, -

e able; tq pay-it§ share|
. Urban renewal in the “larger|
area “withe raising taxesﬁ;' 1
onid issue. | T
the " tour; ‘Folkers

Schaefgen said ~Decatur had i

|planned to spend more than the| plz
city’s-one - third share-in its first) it
project area.’ : . tr

“Any. amount you spend over
the city’s share in the first project|
area counts toward your share in
dny other project area,” he. said.
Second Phase of Renewal
(Workable Program Finished.
| The second: phase of the seven-
‘part workable program for urban
renewal was completed Monday S
ii'when the League of Women Vot- T o e s
|ers turned in gﬁe section on codes Tublie Warks
|and ordinances, - '

‘To Mayor "
at. in most.

Plan * Diréctor Edward- ‘Schipp- |

e - ' ‘manndtdpm, ‘ N : {the slightest appreciation of ‘what
uIt;Iam'ld."tStloan’ .cl}11a1rr'nanfof (;i’le for” their discussion| zoning -and 'planning ‘can do" for
subcommittee on housing. for dis wais “ways of financing the city’s ‘ them.”? - -

placed persons, previously turned
in the report on his section,
. According to the ‘League’s re-
port, Champaign’s -codes and or-
dinances are well up to date in

arban renewal project. At
Folkers was to meet with'
the city ‘council and members of |
. the.advisory ‘committee to"discuss |
next’.steps. in. the yrban renewal

{Dotson Tells of Strides
| Made in Racial Integration
- While racial integration in
|public 'schools is a national issue,
L N R SR % ] ‘ le (of
| comparison with other cities. PR ‘ . ; t_hefe_ af€many. young peop Aot}
~'The. only code found lacking by pmcess SR qmnority :g_TOUP.S)’W‘hO S.hOW”‘no’;
the League was a housing code.’ f"'f‘feFts of 1nfenqruty‘f_e_‘ehngs, ap
Tt “pointed out, however, that the j| Chicago human " relations expert
Building Code Board of Appeals ._§?1§hf31§e Ehfllfsd?Y-_ ke of thel
now has a housing code under’ . NP 0t59él Jr. SP(} e of the|
istudy for presentation to the City' Post - war. strides. racial 'integra-|
L ) — o o ‘t1on(>ha‘s made in'a question-an-;
(Please Turn-To Page 8) 1 jswer session for representatives?
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SeekHOmES |
ForTwoUR

Champaign . Urban Renew: ‘.
Director Davig (;‘rens‘emexl'ﬂ1 GEJ;SI |
ask‘ed. the Citizens Advisory
Committee on Urban Renewal to
assist his department! in finding
E’?g{ne.s f(t); twlg families now liv-

in the Project 3
.urban renewal. ject 1 erea Ofl

Gepsemer told thé CAC that if
bhousing for the two families ‘was
found soon, Champaign could be
one of the few cities in the
Um_ted .States to close out. the
grban renewal projéct on its due)
uatg. He said in-order to do this
however, the families must be

wemlm

By Darlene Napady
Of the Courier
A stack of blue looseleaf
notebooks were delivered fo
the Chicago regional office
of the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Friday.: :
Each contained a copy of
a request for $640,000 in fed-
eral funds to plan a second
urban renew al project in
Champaign. '
The .City Council approved

* the application Tuesday by

a 52 vote, stressing that it
did not necessarily mean the
city would actually yndertake
more urban renewal work.
The fate of the.application

now lies with HUD: officials,

_who are expected to give it

ForlU

AN

j ‘on““ti'hampaign project

R*future up t

careful scrutiny, and, if they - contract, renewal work could
approve, offer the city a con- begin. :
tract for a loan to pay for The application submitted
planning. ' . Friday estimates that it will
At this point take five years and cost ap-
cil would have proximately $20 million to
consent once mo ‘earry out the project in the
proving this planning =~ C FowiEng. 160 acres of Cham-
tract, which then wonld go
back to HUD for fi A
proval. S : 5
If the planning contrac according fo a repre-
approved, the city could be- sehtative! of Candeub - Fleis-
gin planning the project. The sig, the planning firm that
planning, it is estimated,  prepared the application, get-
would take 18 months. ting HUD approval for even
At the end of this period  the plapning contract could
HUD .would draw up a con- take aslong as two years.
tract for executing renewal, Urban Remnewal - Director
work and offer it to the city. David Gensemer, however,
"¥f the council and, subse- . remains optimistic that" the
‘quently HUD, approved this application can be approved

At ..‘[k 7!

+ % PAGE 24 Section 3~y

Appl /F drF unds

By TOM SLOCTM -
News-Gazette Staff W iter
After a short discussion Tues- | gram. o

day-night, the Champaign City| 'He' said if the application is
Council approved ‘the applica- | approved by HUD, the money

tion’ for $640,000 in survey and|will be used -to. finance an 18-
planning funds for the proposed|month detailed stuqy, pf_. the
$20 million Project 1T of urbangrea. After the plannmg is _cornh_
yenewal by-a 5 10 2 vote. the Ce !

Champaign Urban Renewallwill decide if it s teasible to
Director David Gensemer said|execite the plan. The. execu-
he would deliver the application|tion period. for the p;oposed
to the Chicago offices of thelproject has been estimated at

Department of Housing and Ur-three years.

to undertaking the actyal pro-

ban Development on Thursday| Councilmen “William Kuhne,}

to begin the long process ofiDwyer Murphy, M. G ‘Sny%t;:.r
federal appraisal. Gensemer has|and James Ransom 30}-ned Wi
estimated it could take ‘as long|koff in approving the applica~
as two to three years to get-an
answer to the city’s application
from HUD.

voting in favor of the applica- | housing for citizens of the City
tion, said the funds to sUrveyof Champaign.” ‘

and plan the proposed 156 acre| Both Wikott and Kuhne said,!

LW { " |nowever, that their yotes for
*o kX ihé  survey and planning funds

. Vi g o . 'did ‘not mean they Were"totally
r Ar nnnn(@;s ‘ iri favor of the whole project IL § -

TatnetAn

o federal offi

site would not’commit the city);

by next - fall
from the 1970°
will officially ~ pi =
paign’s populatioh *past. th
50,000 mark.

If it is not approved by

then, it could present prob-

lems for Champaign because

cities -above 50,000 are re-
quired to pay one-third in-
stead. ‘of cne-fourth of total
project costs.

This would add about $1.4
million to the city’s current
estimated .$4.2 million .share
of the project, which would
make the undertaking - pro-
hibitively expensive.

This would just about fri-
ple the city’s cash -contribu-
tion, currently estimated at

$700,000, with the remaining -

$3.5 million in' various non-
f; v

githe biBLl,
ign: i5ifacéd with' the
task of convincingrHUD: that
it should bend its guidelinés
so the proposed area would
qualify as'auniversity relat-

ed project. % .
$3.1 milljor .

At pffﬁsjgpt, Ahe “.city is
counting on-$3.1 million from
University of Illiacis 1and
purchases in recent years to
make up the bulk of its non-
cash contributions.

But to receive HUD credit
for such university purchas-
es, one-half of the project
area must lie within a quar-
ter-mile of the nearest princi-
pal building on campus.

' Since this is not the case
in the Northeast Champaign
area, the city is hoping to
convince HUD to increase

t

this distance to nine - six-

téeenths of a mile. ‘
,Champaign may be in for
one windfall, however. The
compromise version of the
1969 Federilg; Housing Act
contains a Pgpyision extend-
ing the period over which

| .university purchases can be
" Mayor Virgil Wikoff, before|To provide more and  better}

counted, from -seven to eight
vears previous fo-HUD’s ap-
proval of the execution con-
tract. - L
This provision applies only

(Please turn to Page. ® -
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Gensemer* WELULE Ay L3,
e i : 't‘hejr.e Erogen FlILE WHidw mem:
: he Project; . ‘ ‘

ia;r;:il;;]es will be Toving ft)fy p?bﬁz’ ‘ UR ACrEGQe .

@iDg - soon and ‘a sécond|

voting agalimsy wse wru o N
1" Johnston said, “This is justy,

shotdd | oty .

future. ?&;elg;%teq Jn‘the near ’ ~ The Champaign Citizens be very sorry.” He said he

Edwards. a deaf Mgs. -Harold] | o ‘Advisory Council on Urban |knew of two private firms that

. ple, have . indic: and dumb coy- " Tenewal said Tuesday it would have plans to possibly deyelop

Lin ) ‘ relocate Withouta: ed they will, not, recommend adding 43 acres the area, and said he was i

.Lippman project and in- to Fight the move. The to court: 1 of “land south of University favor of solving the housing
elt any resubmission .been trying for s.'éwehr “AC has '~ Avenue to the area to be plann-| shortage thmfclgh the' private]

: ' stem. ' - :

ed for the proposed Project 1T of | enterprise sy : R
Pope labeled the* federal ur-

ban renewal system as a ‘na-
tional disgrace’ marked by

lqpers would “be to find the. Edward

¢ ; . they could agree to. 1i urban renewal.’

Gensemn o, e ohe CAC acted Tuesdsy af-
, nery however, said the ternoon. The Council passed the

construi ‘ m‘ﬂze«g ‘Bresent - - application for survey and plap-| *‘tyranny, suffering and failure.

pleased Z%n 1. He ‘said]! ning funds for the original Pro-|{He said the plans’ for another

' with® many hil arge.  familtes | * ject II area, Jpounded by the program in Champaign Avould
y children, and any|™ ~ Tllinois Central#® uth |bury the city f‘irrevocably” in

ie federal bureaucracy.

“ new housin; JGHd ‘>
‘ sing for them., w ‘1 boundary of Pr

hav ; them ., would | th SRS TS i i
Comem?de?tz fﬁgﬂi‘ gnbug"ﬁ";b 1 ‘asiistf:imi]rlfezflé The CAC has‘ Lo Streét and Uni its|- ' Pope also said he ‘could see
The CAC sau'd""‘f;;t ‘members. ' |houses: for “di,ff_Pa,st in finding] . - riceting Tuesd : ' |no reason ‘why ‘people in other
tagt people in‘th ey wonld ;con-{said -they h leult cases and : The request’ end Project states should have to pay fed-
- e ° ity to| answér to ih ope to have an I beyond the original res|eral taxes to Day for planning
| weeks," e problem in a few! ‘ was made by the Ul \irban renewal program in
: B Tlinois on an uno ampaign. « .
i other urban renewal{ busi-

The 43 acres in the ré 1o ‘
_bounded roughly by W and | ness, the Council authorized the

 Fourth streets and Springfield sale of 10 lots in the  Project 1
and University avenues: area to Community Homes for

‘ ‘Not Justified ‘ redevelopment, approved,an or-
3 The CAC rejected the in-

- clusion of the 43 acres because it
caid theére was. 1o adequate

dinance vacating a portion of
N. Fifth Street-at E. Bradley,
and authorized: the sale of a

ried from th

es ,compl -definitely

wiring . and aid, “and|
stalled. The bo “then: : e bl o ond)
j ; JOIB- |10 . le to pro- sustification for the increase, the | narrow strip of unusable land
) added cost would be 'too much in the.Project I area to the|

'COS.t hous-
. for the ¢ity to afford, and the|owner of 1and abutting the strip.

o g in mid-
Commission o D B ; @d , could) _ urban renewal staff could not e
. member Roscoe o & 4 ‘ . e .
e| The group. T itned to Cham-i ; handle the added work load
o) under the present time schedule.

ﬁnsley said he was pleased with|paign about 6 p.m
; . e _ The CAC said the faflure of
i1 . thé University indicate its plans
5 . for the area made it difficult o,
! : justify the jnclusion of the land. !
| v Members said they did not want
| © .. to hurt the original _application’s
: _chances for approval by adding
an area of questionable need.
The CAC said the situation
may change if the _University
shows definite plans to expand
{n the area in the comprehensive
10-year plan expected to be
released in Jenuary. It said a
segafrgglg project could be
. star Wiin the area. if it was |
’ ki University. plans tol
expand in that directioh.
Inérease Cost '
~ Charipaign Urban:” Renewal
Directorr David Gensemer said
the added area would: increase
the Acost"ﬁ;of‘Projecti T by $2.2

could not-be €O
present plan§ to finance urban
renewal through receipts from
the utility: tax. ‘
Gesemer -also saild the area
wou.d increase the work load on
; his nineman  staff by almost
l‘ - one-ttird. He said, *'T can see no
: way of doing thig at the present|
tima.” N ,
He said i the execution period
of Project I were ‘lengthened |
from three to five- years,. the
work could be done. The presentl
schedule calls for a three year
execution period. . :

A

R,

.




Suggesfs Relocahdn

‘Nea erﬁzo OldHomes

By JOHN,
gpecial To The News-Gazette

WASHINGTON—Suppose-. .you

f; hadn’t made one friénd:ip fivel-

" years. Then you'd Jeriow.  what
it's like to a slum dweller who's
been relocated far:away from
his broken-down old. home. .

That's the key conclusmn of
2 study made of 98 poor fami-
lies five vears after they were
Licked. out of their homes m
southwest Washington, D.C.,
nake way forurban renewal
The study was done by Daniel
“hursz, a professor: at the Unj-

ersity of Maryland school . of

ocial work. -

Says Thursz: When  slums
are torn down, the: people who
lived there should ‘be given 1ew
homes on or. near the" site of
their old homes. They should

,Thursz says. The people he in-

porhoods to lure middle and uprl
per \- class people who other-
wise . would ﬂee to the - sub-
urbs. -

Rich ‘people have fancier
houses than pom people
‘and pay more taxes. Se the .
case for getting vid of the
_poor is hard fo resist

But if Thursz i’ right, may-;
be it should be resisted. His in-
vestigation revealed a poignant
o | fact.. ‘

“Ng matter how- dirty, made-
quate, - and unsaititary the old
southwest was,” it was also
h-o-m-e_ for families ' that, had
been ‘there for a long time.”
Most .of them had resided in
Washington at.least 10 years.
- “One- should ot romanticize
the lfe of the. slum dweller,”

| By Rev. Bishop:

| Urban

Objections to Champaign’s ur-
|ban renewal plan were voiced
|Monday by the Rev. A. W,
Bishop; pastor of St. Lukes
CME Church.

““I am not opposed to new
homes, recreational - centers,’
beautiful communities,” Bi'shop
said. “I am opposed. to  the
present plans of urban renewal
for the following reasons.”

- Among the —major assertions
Ilsted by ‘Bishop are:.

'—l't is being implemente
;w1thout adequate participation

"t is self containing and will
produce a new ghetto.

—It has no regard for human
rights’ or property rights, and
brings unnecessary debt and
worry to the citizens.

—Bishop is opposed to federal

of the people directly involved. | ol

‘ enewal

—There is no open occupancyi
policy among local.realtors andj
“‘the Negro would not get a fair
deal.” -

—Retu:ed ‘and semi. - retired
petsonis will be hurt most, as
their retirement pay will be ins
adequate to meet the additional;
expenses created by loss. of their:
own homes. ‘

—Urban renewal will eventual- ;
ly lengthen the welfare lists,
since payment for their proper-

-
|

\y will not likely. cover the costs -

of néw homes. -

delmquency skyrocketing.

‘| jealousy inereases among teen;i

agers who have been deprivea
of the little security they did
have. . . and adulis become
frustrated to the breaking point
—Urban renewal will counter-

terviewed  “wanted.  things funds being used “to do _a job|act the war on poverty by add-
32; d;:»e scattered to the four changed.” | that can be done locally ) ? 7t ot

Otherwise, they will be very
* unhappy. Their world will be
wrenched apaft so hard as to

. 1eave them demoralized and

easy. prey for a host ot‘ wcxal
s,

Probably 1 million Amerlcans
have been uprooted by the re-
newal bulldozer and relocated
" elsewhere, either with or with-

put government assistance.

: But powerful forces are OD-
posed to the idea of letting poor
families remain in their old
fieighborhoods once. slums ~ are
cleared. Many supporters or ur-
ban renewal see it as a way of

But except for a few who
moved into .a neatfby public
housing prozect most of the up-|
rooted families were dispersed
into neighborhoods far from-the -
1old southwest.

“For many, the loss was, deep
and continues to be felt,”. says
Thursz. ‘

“They have not readjust-
ed, and one-fourth of the
respondents have not made '
a single friend since leav-
ing the old southwest.”

The people resent this. Said’
one: “You should not ask peo-
ple to leave the neighborhood

. ‘ereating attractive neigh-

in which they were. born and .

Thére - shouid bé 2 public
referendum on the issue, as re-
newal “is being forced upon the
people without their consent.”

t and gives it to the alread

ing to the problems of the pov-% ‘

erty stricken.
Bishop said, “Better jobs withi

better salarles is the ansyer,,

not,_urban_renewal, . # When!

e/_ tfakes a poor An’s props @eople have better. salanes they

T )leﬂl eliminate the blight them-
'selves.” .

anrdmated

Is Suggested

A coordinated community-im-
provement program to be fi-

i

City Program|

-This will send érime and :

VACANT LOoT

The City of Champaign ur-
' ban renewal department will
; offer $21 500 for thls vacant

Iot on North Poplar Street in
the Project 1 area. W. C. Noel
is listed as trustee for the

Delivered on R.F.D. Routes July 7, 1967

tract, No owner ié listed. One

) foot lot was 23500 and the |
appraisal of the 52,272—square— $ : ;

[

)

)/n

nanced entirely by local funds
was suggested by the Rev. A.
W. Bishop Monday as an alter-|
native to urban renewal. ‘

The project would be directed
by a non - profit corporation
with the assistance of the mty
government.

Bishop suggests that the cor-
poratmn raise funds by accept-!

\

;;/“[ i

|

/%}ﬂf

|

|

4 Urban N

feaSur s

By Hal Alexander ments, sayin, thaf h i
ing tax - deductible contrlbutmns Four separate urban renewal |bered Wg;alg the coznz?lmiﬁl;l 522?1?31 tv};f)ﬁlllc% hn(idrlr?:f(zn’ist ;1(1)%—

L UREO . from businessmen, who would| measures’ passed the Cham-|voted for urban renewal i
i then become supervisors with paign City Council Wednesday |members voting in favor haamtii ‘S‘l%lleist(:i:easr?ot‘)%tffgeapx;%%?ilélﬂ

’ l = t t . a full vote. This money would night, despite expected opposi-|said if there were some. ' al-|or an alternative,” Kuhne said

£l

' '"N;URBANA COURIER

ibe supplemented by use of the - tion. ternative, they would take i i

c1ty utility tax income now set In spite of the setback, Coun-| Kuhne ’repﬁredo’?hat atI];Z 111;°'und‘s Somers asked David Genser-
aside for urban renewal pur- cilman Robert - Pope declared ‘

O that though he “had lost this

er, director of the urban renew-
- . al program, if the décision to
~_. r s locate all 60 nublic hnnsing nnite




R CUL, | AUG - SaT et es I
Hﬁl?i lt;xen ‘be used ;mllg%%, 0(’)&(&)1
S citv’s. share of ajbe $800,000.
er:th y @‘ity a1 i project. -—| $2 Million for City
e Champaign| This would leave g
in the North-| million in credits to cover the
e |city’s share of a d«iwntovzn r;
TP sived not|newal project, total cost o -
Wemgie}eisity invest-| which might approach $7.6 m;%-
e project area, but)lion by some preliminary es
ents made there | mates. .
ngﬁz';g:g)re the| = (Net cost of the city’s present

: iect in the|cellent and lon
¢ renewal proj-; uban relnegzla Iiygogeestinnated at|having these many ‘credits’ af

e illi its disposal due to the umiver-
lsom‘ethmg over $3 million. The 1stisty’s gg‘esence b
k said. “These credits rep}‘gsent
{an opportunity that the citizens
surely won’t want to get away
from them.” ‘ ‘
ossible Project Area
PThe arealth-at‘ might be in-
volved in a campus area Te-|
newal project, Browning -sald,
|«is generally the portion , off
<outheast Champaign - bounded
by Springfield Avenue oOn the
north, Chalmers o the south,_?
Wright Street ﬁn thet eas% uz;n{dﬁ ‘
Bl t 200,000 for the plan- 4th Street qnt e Yves —- b
radel A ll.'Ee(()if raég?lll‘lfailng of S. 6th Street, cerhainly S isn’t tle-d gown toz
oject . BEAT) i oh was approved as part of those exact boundaries.
'be%h‘f ca{% the recent street jmprovement
O B M ¥ referendum. This
v the city’s bond

businessmen  are hij
enthusiastic about dthe E’OSSlbﬂé-
t $2|ty of financing a dowd own re-
et gewal program in this manner.
Details of what might be in-
cluded in either the campus or
downtown renewal projects ob-
viously have not been worked |,
out as yet. L
«Byt Champaign is in the ex-
unusual position of

s estimate

be eipedited. 1t also is possible

the | [that the city might receive cred-

T e oves the. proposed .area
| and reduce the interest cost. structures in e pro areal
- Land use reform- could bejare either sub’standard or de-\‘
cartied out 1 which | teriorating. This. more than
mixed |meets the requirements for. fed-
eral assistance through : ufcban
renewal.

The renewal program for the
portions of the nelgl.lboﬂ}ood not
acquired by the university. like-

1a:| Pay City's Share o |
* 1. —Credits” received tlfld.t' lféié
Improvi rsity investment in:the -a
bt Vc?ﬁclit ypay the city’s share of 2
this prb;Te‘cf”-‘ﬁand Sfﬂl‘r.P',“'X t'hg habilitation and qons.ervai;‘mn.‘
“eity’s- share.of a~‘possm1es=down_« i :
oltown rerewal program as well.|
JATn . other ‘words, the _projects|
‘Ywould cost the city nothing:
1 _Needed impovements  in
“\ utility* lines, sewers, storm sew-
lers and other public facilities
| could’ be made throughout the
\areas’” involved “much - sSooner
Jthan: ..would ' otherwise be
| economically possible, and at a|
\savings.- . : :

Housing Board Post:

1s Re-elected

‘Oscar  Steer was: re-elec

L miversitysdppeartober 1 |f ‘
¥ _The university would. be nesday.
able to obtain much-peeded “Harold
{land, probably at S
|'savings ‘in purchase price,
| reducing its Tequests. to the leg-
{islature. NS Lyn
1" _A university master plan chau:man. .
{for development could be pre-|. Thg;aguthopty ilso aooee
‘pared in -cohj'uriCtion with . the! 'the-‘re51gnat10n of Wi :
project, with the -assistance .of Skelton, former Rampe
._“|the plz;,nning studies resulting | councilman: who. mov
“}Hrom the project. the county.
" —Desited" camp%: exp

Vfo the west could be: eXpecnt r 0.
11> tpe acquisition of land made| The board of SUDSTVST
g%z:irll:ble qthr’oiigh’ the renewaljhan e this appointment at

“thus | appointed- director of the
| thority.

roject.

tors would determine what each
house needs to bring it to city
standards,. € €8
‘mates. {The_city and the cory
foration would tHen make
home - improvement loans ay;
the 3 per cent interest ratefthat
 {Hetedéral government offers
for some urban renewal pro-|
‘grams. ' :

- Repair or Replace

could repair the house and have}
.the property owner repay the}

According to a preliminaryiy . ng code would detect any|
would reduce|survey of the area, about 64 PO | psequent deteriorating home,
approximately 276, 0.0 5t reached the unrepair-

ly would be oriented foward re-

“isupply companies provide ma-|
Oscar Steer |

' chairman. <of the 'Cham%m:c%n;
i Possi‘b_le‘ _'advant-ages to-the ‘Co‘unvtyj,ﬁousmg‘Au_t-hoy{ty at. e harge locally.

Sloan was reu.elected%
at considerable secretary-treasurer and also ;$ried 2t St T i 100 7

Glynn Wﬁité was elected vice death.

also acceptedneer. He: leaves one daughter,

Champaignpaqua, N. Y. grandchil
g of} dj;v%o great-grandchildren,
The - authority d?:esfm , o
ansion | not have the power to appolnt 2,
altliited member to take Skelton’s place.
of ‘supemsor‘swﬂl

I mext meefing in Sepfember; .

Barr said many ,QOYVIlbuwul.1mc s, '

—Contractors and city inspec—f

d..make cost esti-

. —Or, he .suggests, the city

amount in installments, as street|,
paving projects and other locall
improvements are paid for. . |

—If a home cannot be broug.ht‘,
up to standard, then the city
or other- persons could buy t.he
property. The purchase = price;
(plus corporation funds, presum-|
ably) would be used to place|
the family in a standard home,},
to which they would have title|
if they had originally owned |
their home. /

—Strict enforcement of the

able stage. The corporation and
plan could opera‘e continuously,
'thus avoiding the need of everi
'undertaking another major ‘re-|
newal program, Bishop said.
' One advantage of ‘his plan;|
Bishop feels, is that it would bej
applicable to the entire:city andi_
not just to the North End. ‘
Bishop suggested that local|

terial for the project at a mini-
mum of profit, to keep costs}
down. . . -
] know this is not-a flawlessj
program,” Bishop said. “But it|
is at least a start.” o

\dtieted at Mt. Olive’ Cemetery,|

ted Mayview, by the Rev. Henry

A. Foss. The time is to be ar-|
ranged. - Renner “Funeral Homei1
| The son of T. J. and Carrie
Woodin, he was born Dec. 30,}
1882, at St. Joseph. He was mar-|

“|Urbana; She preceded him in
| Mr. Woodin was: a civil engi-

mMrs, James H. Mclntyre, Chap-
one grandchild

)

- the voting. The vote on thé oth-

~urban renewal plan, asking that
the quartér cent increase inj

$100,000 gained for urban renew-

- could adeguately finance a local

 so specifically, Wikoff was re-

which would cost the city a min-

. Pope echogd Johnston’s senti-|

ual DUUNE dnd DranK >CHooley
voted. in favor with Pope and
Seely Johnston voting against.
4 Councilman Paul Somers, who
-said he was:tired of voting “no”
with. no.-effect, abstained from

er -three “less. important urban
renewal measures ran t h e
same. .’ - -
Proposes Alfernative :
Councilman Johnston propos-
ed an alternative to the present

sales tax allowed the.eity by the
General Assembly~bey used to
inaugurate an urban renewal
program without federal funds.
Jobnston suggested that the

‘al from the utility tax and the
/$300,000 or more which would
be. gained from the sales tax

urban renewal program:
Wikoff replied that there were
*“a couple of bills now before the

governer ‘which would commit |
mostiof the sales tax funds.”

Though ~he 'did: not “say

ferring to a bill to increase fire-
men - and.. policemen’s, salaries

irhum of $100,000.a year.

neiations Commission fo be
allowed to hold meetings on
call of the chairman rather
than on a set monthly date.

Mayor Virgil Wikoff said the
action was postponed to give
- the council an,opportunity to
meet with the commission.
Action on the request is ex-
pected at the next council
meeting July 18.

According to the city code,
the commission must meet on "
the third Thursday of t h e
month, The cominission has
requested the change so that
it could meet only when there
was something to discuss.

Residents could request a
meeting from the chairman if
the change were adopted.

The council also approved
for membership.on the com-
mission  Cleveland Ham-
monds,/ Mrs. Willie Pyles,
Mrs. Iva F. Matthews and
Ralph Hopkins.

_ Councilman Seély Johnston
abstained from the vote ap-
proving those members ‘and’
Councilman - Robert Pope
voted against. Pope said he
had “deep reservations®’ about
the commission, and said he

looks like this might be called
replaced segregation.” B
Gensemer replied that the lo-
cation of the public housing
units was a decision made by
the Champaign County Public
Housing authority. “I. can’t an-

than two, because I don’t know
what would be meant by worse,”
he said. ‘
Sees Conflict

Pope in “his summation -de-

fore the council meeting (July
4) the eommunity had celebrat-
ed Independence Day, which he|
said did not “jell” with the;
council’s decision to continue ur-’
ban renewal. ‘ T
- “Before this meeting we said:
the pledge of allegiance, pledg-:
ing liberty’ and justice for -all.:
What we are about to vote wills
mean liberty and justice for no:
one,” he said. R ;
Other measures approved for-
urban renewal included -. au-;
thorization -for engineering . stu-

dies in the project - area,  au-

thorization for " further —ap-
praisals- of property there and

approval for purchase of tem-

porary. federal loan notes for’
approximately $900,000, The lat-

ter would be used to begin ‘the'

.must vole against the appoint-
ments. e L

| C@fCDf%Sh’i:
Own UR Land

The Champaign Chamber of
Commerce released the follow- |
ing statement Monday concern-
ing property in the urban. re-
newal area: '

' “The Champaign Chamber of|
Commerce wishes to' clearly
state .that it does” not own' the|
property described in the Sunday |
edition of the Champaign-Ur-
bana Courier as being proposed |
for sale by the Chamber to the
;'{Urban Renewal Program. ‘
.+ “Contrary to what the Urban!
Renewal Department’s records!
‘may shew, the Chamber of Com-'
merce ‘has absolutely no legal
or economic interest in that!
property. In August, 1966, Stand-!
ard-Brands, Inc., exercised its
‘option to purchase this land on
which they had built their pro-
cessing - plant, pursuant to its|
wriginal lease: made many yearsl
?gq.” N : o » I
# David. Gensemer, director of|
‘the ~urban renewal, confirmed|

proverty acquisition'in the area, !

swer whether one area is worse -

cried the fact that the day be-|’

| . City Manager Warren Brown-

Somers Abstains on Urban Renewal Vote -

By“HAL‘ 425

News-Gazette Staff Writer

Something that appears to ‘be
more than a procedural snarl
has left Champaign’s Urban Ré-
newal Department operating on
a shoestring. ‘

According to Urban Renew-
-al Director David Gensemer,
the department is.‘‘running out
{of money--we are almost bone
dry.” . ‘

Gensemer. submitted a memo
dated May 31 requesting the
|city cotneil - authorize $225,000
for the department which plans
|to begin'land -acquisition in the
{project 1 area July 1. It has
iapparently been refused.

ing said Tuesday he had is-
sued ‘a memo-to the city clerk
‘earlier that day directing him
to turn. over $10,000 to the ur-
‘ban renewal ‘department. ‘‘They
thave to" have money 1o oper-
late;” Browning: said,. . . .
;- More Knowledgé: - ¢
i The city manager said- he be-
Wieved ‘the council wanted more
“documentation on how the funds
- nouncil wants: to,. Know

UR Funds

|- “Wikoft strongly. b

Reques
Genéem'fr' 7 refused furt
| comment’ on the problem T
day, saying only ‘the “city’
signed .'a . contract” to. proy
funds for the program. .-
" Browning said, ‘however;,
contract signed-by the city:sj
ified no: particular times of 1
ment for urban rehewal
He said the city could.¢one
ably wait three years .be
turning over the funds:-
won’t do this,. of -course,’”
added: I
Close Controls. ..~ .
Browning said the.r
of the city. coureil felt
about exercising the' closes
sible .control over.the:pro
Mayor Virgil ' Wikoff
the city inanager’s :state
1. somie -extent. “There
question of ‘whethe
get - it,” . the mayor:
wanted . to wait  until
what it (the . funds)
for,” ! k :

there was somie question . a
'whether the finds:should be
sued. in ‘ such  large’  amul
‘The council may ‘prefer:t6.r
.gel. the funds out m
and in smaller amount;
koff said: the”couneil had

“ it for and wien,”

. . e
s iR -

{no- official or unofticial




| <Saturday, June 28, 1969

) By L H. Alexander
\ s -.»  Of The Courier

in’ the city ‘to help eas‘_e‘_ the|acce:

~.‘shortage of low-inceme housing.,

~In 'a  six-page. memorandum/
‘received Friday by the seven
‘council members, . Browning
‘ger:;;ed the. c1tys first '

'the goals set for it with
. approved cost,” he wrote.

I would, therefore, urge the| D

~council’ to 'consider the future
<of urban renewal on the  basis

-of “other arguments for and
. against: such a project, not on
" #hie “basis of ‘whether or ot
PrOJect T is, going to be a suc

to prov1de a solutmn. -
Only solution .

the. cxty ‘alotie “could carry out
'such a (urban renewal) pro-
gram ‘“‘and could do a ‘‘faster
and better job,” Browning said
the costs of a city-controlled

“If the counc11 agrees ‘that! )

be few in number.”'

The .city manager vigorously
defended the success of the. flI‘St ;

urban renewal project.

program would be prohibitive.

gt — . - \

5, Ve
dying’ the:feas
ocal pro;ects

i
1

fl.‘A

‘ &y
= program ‘reguires a: pla

o twltles, and rec‘ TInIel

section for -sceond . ve

irispection: program

there,”
they appeared pleased with all

IFHA Pleused

ensemer said,’

e os sible.  under ‘law.. Its.aspects s of -construction.

) g a’ mornmg
vhich city officials
roved the site and
g 1S~ for '116. units of
t 'apartrdénts “and townhouses to
) be. budlt on the Project; I area

4“Members of the FHA tech—
jcal ‘Went over the plans

I

“and

They

AAAAA 1A fanlddierrana nenanlaﬂv lmDTeSSEd with |

L

: newal Work

alternative to mor

In a memorandu
council, Brownmg rect

cil” dec1ded not to expand ur-
ban renewal work, the-new city
department would bhe necessary

to _cope with igeal housmg prob-

ifederal officials :said - construé

Somers, “but ‘the rest of thiel

council reJeeted the. idea - afte

tion"of 120 units of public h
ing would be further delaye
by such a move.

The department suggested by
Browning would include the ex-

ehablllﬁatlon

s and grants for

prlced for‘

oderate-mcome fam-

.going to be sue-
has relocatedi

avallalble low:to mod-
income housmg which,

of homes and has

esent costs of the

building" inspection department,
Browning said.

It

y prevmusly defxclent ‘
blic improvements,” |:

just ‘furnish. housing:
city,” said John Barr:

establish blacks in 1he ‘

thTl busmess and;}

bréak them into the

that" have t’A date be

Barr was speakitg
Tuesday meéting - of
zen's adv1sory
urban renewal..The
the™ meetmg W




ﬂef Ilhnms for m1t1at1

!|Councilman Robert Pope on

resolution pertaining to hrban
renewal.
The Citizen’s, Adwsory Com»

mittee on Urbah Renewal sub-
imitted its recommendation for
: contmuance of urban renewal ol
Jthe - council for study Tuesday

evening. The counc11 taok no ac-

7:30 p. ‘édnesday, June 11,
to further ﬁﬁ"scuss and study the

award =z $55; 591 40 contract to
Champaign::Signal and Lighting
‘for mstallatlon of. street ;lights
on Fourth Street in' the urban
renewal ared. The lights will be
motinted on: 30" foot  hight.poles,

{ h1gher than the

annexed a
i Power ‘
‘southwest ~Champaign, and
vauthorized the :City manager tor
‘advertise for bids.on 1,400 feet
of. fire hese.

The . council: also authroized |
“the. city manager <to. enter intoy

negotxatlons with the University

i Department and ¢
for their “‘wonde
ing the week of di
Champaign.” 7
Johnston noted.
cent effort of ‘all 47 ‘
jcommended them for self - con-
Itrol during the period of duress.

i

of a locall

visory bedy..”’ ‘

At least two counc11§men have
already: expressed their  dislike
of - further urban-renewal, but
councilmen Robert Pope and
Seely - Johnston have ' always’
fought urban renewal in Cham-
paign with little effect on the

outcome, o

S~

a; *eon51st1ng of 60 apart-
thent timits and:56 units of town-
houses:-. The' apartment . units '

>wnhouse umts '
ate three ‘and|’

40 ‘common building  cen-
+the project with facili-
mtenance*supply and
«The Lip-
andle manage-
B3 fenance, ,of , the
entire prOJect after: construction.
The exact details of extérior
finishinggtare /not, set,, but, the
company plans a combmatlon of
nd: wood surf

w ed wood fa, 55

| The fin W“}énsa
to be presented
| Advisory . Conimitteé .o Urban

i
iﬁiliﬂﬂh
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2 Champmgn Cuuum eu
Jisclose Renewal Pmees

. By Hal Alexander .

gviously 'confidential prices
»paid for houses in'the ur-
“rénewal Project 1 area
: made pubhc Saturday by
3 Champalgn ity -eouncil-

€ t;';o charged the prices
e the program is wasteful.
is, “however, is denied by
r.€ity offlclals who say the
as are based on two inde-
lent appraisals made by pro-
onals.
uncilmen . Seely Johnston,
ort P. Pope and Paul Som-
— who have opposed all ur-
renewal efforts — believe
prices to-be much too high
also_ believe their deecision
nake the -prices public will
their attempt to kill the
in repewal project.
12 appraisal prices and pur-
3¢ procedures had until Sat-
iy been known. only to city
wcilmen and members of the
staff involved in the urban
wwal'program,
wie on Guidelines
nother squabble between pro-

-cupied housing.

the acquisition procedures, with
the opponents claiming the city
council had set no guidelines
for price “offers on renter-oc-

Urban renewal Director David
Gensemer and City Manager
Warren Browning both denied
this charge, saying that such a
procedure had been set in a
study session at which all mem-
bers were present.  °

Semers, who made the charge
said he had offered” a plan for
price offers on rental occupied|
housing, but that it had received
no support.

Gensemer said Saturday theé

procedure for the purchase of|

renter - occupied property was.
to offer the lower of the two
appraisal prices plus 10 per-
cent, unless that figure exceeded
the higher of the two appraisals,
in which case the higher ap-
praisal would be offered.
Somers Plan

Somers replied that this was
the plan he ‘had offered but te
his' knowledge no decision had
ever been reached on the subj-
ect. “I've attended every meet-

snts and: opponents was

:hedv off by the revealing of '«

7ith One Exception:

Jual Estimates

rhan renewal director David
isemer- has requested almost
77,000 for the operation of
office during the first three
1ths ‘of active land acquisi-
.

ensemer said Saturday his
ce planned to start buying
perty in the urban renewal
ject 1 area during the last
k in July,

ensemer indicated "$560, 295
1d be needed during the first

lays, $516,560 during the sec- 600

‘2 . Aavre and ¢10n 220 Avrrine

ing and study session,” he said,
and this is the first time ever

lot with two structures will be;
purc/hased for- $8,100, the higher
of two appraisals. The lower
was $8,000.
Seven Scheduled
There are seven pieces of res-
idential property scheduled for
acquisition during the first 30|
days at a total cost of $65,000.
A 6,991-square - foot lot owned
by John Butts will bring $11,500,
the maximum appraisal price.

- JHom of -property--owmers—wiro;

I've ever heard that thls was
our adopted policy.”

cupied dwellings,
prise 80 per cent of the struc-
tures to be acquired, the city !
would  offer the higher of the
two appraisals.

The opponents of urban re-
newal charge that if the waste
were removed from. the pro-
gram it could be financed lo-
cally under a different plan.

:Johnston proposed at the Wed-

Other Urbana renewal pho-

ing that the $300,000 in revenue
from the optional quarter - cent
sales tax increase expected to
be voted at the next council
meeting, be used to conduct an,
urban renewal program with-
out utilizing federal funds.

for urban renewal.

Proponents of the urban re-
newlal program argue that the
project can not be carried out

Gensemer said for owner-oc- i
which com- |

tos on pages 4, 5, 6, 13 and 14. P

To the sales tax revenue, he/.C.. .
would add some $100,000 a year'
in utility tax funds earmarked | pend

CHAMPAIGN-URBANA COURIER

T S

| 'mh\\uf |

]

nesday ‘night city council meet- fiii

||[ o

A

HENSON PROPERTY

These two houses owned by
epresent: the

with less than the $3 mﬂhon
plus planned, and say there;
would not be enough revenue
available locally even with the |
sales tax.
Officials Worried :
Some city officials speculated;
disclosure of .the prices o be;
paid would lead to dissatisfac-

=%

would compare their prices to
other houses. |

Pope declared, in making the
prices public, -that each citizen}
of the city should have the
right to see how much of his
tax money was te be paid to|
for each structure acquired by
the city.

Somers charged that in three],
months the .City of Champaign’
iwould . be the  “biggest slum
landlord in downstate Illinois.”

Gensemer  rebutted

these!!

(Continued From Page 3)

500 and $7,800. Mrs. Tressa Eas-

| ley is listed as owner.

Another 5,808-square-foot lot

¥ owned by Romeo Green will

bring $9,800, the highest apprais-
al. The other appraisal was $9,-
600. : :

A _6.472-square-foot lot owned |
by Mrs. Margaret Caston will!
get an offer of $5,000. Both ap-

i praisals were for $5,000,

A 12959-square-foot lot with
two houses, owned by C. T. Hen-

/| son will receive an offer of $14,-

000. The St. Louis firm’s ap-
praisal set the price at $6,500,
while Brown placed the value
at $16,000. l

All residential tracts have at
least one dwelling.

: Largest Purchase

During the second 3¢ days of

prices were arrived at by

The lower appraisal was $10,-

independent, professmnal ap

‘charges Saturday, saying th,e»q.acqulsnmn the largest smgle!
itpurchase in the urban renewal)

{pre

project will be made.

erty to be acquired in the first

90 days of the urban renewal
atquisition program. One ap-

_ praisal from a St. Louis firm

qu.»ﬁu. “ H\

"‘“’\L‘f’i W ‘

l“ ¥ ﬂ!ﬂ()ﬂ“\\”m

ML" Hu H 5

hl

set the value at $6,500 but the

appraisal of J. Lioyd Brown
of Urbana set' the value at

ﬂ

Wl'l “ 5 i
) \~ ‘ ‘

il
:
M \l

i Il by

'l‘ i ) ,| ﬁ

$16,000. The city will' offer

$14,000 for the property which |

is'located on North Ash Street.

UR Proj eci
Closmg Dafe
On Schedule

A positive view of the Cham-
paign’ Urban Renewal program
was - ‘presented by departing
Dave Gensemer, current direc:
tor at the study session im-
mediately preceeding the regu-
lar- Champaign City Council
meeting Tuesday.

Gensemer spoke to the coun-
cil about one parcel of land
which is still not sold. He ask-,
ed the Council to advertise the|.
parcel: for public bidding so- the
renewal ‘program could be clos-
{ed out.

He said the total expenditure
of the program would be in the
ne1ghborhood of . $2,998,000, of
which the city of Champaxgns
share would be $823,596.

Of the Champaign share, the
city has already put up cash in’
the amount of $472,574, which
leaves a balance needed in non-
cash credit of $379,022.

Gensemer pointed out that due
to low estimates in some areas,
rhe was able to show a non-cash
credit share of $507,209, or
$126,187 in ‘excess. This excess‘
‘could be used ‘in the next pro-
gram as a beginning for the city
share of the next program.

Gensemer reported the close-
out date for the program was to-
be Sept. 30, nedrly the projected
‘date five and a half years ago.

As soon as the parcel of land
is disposed of the program can|
be closed out. The council passed
a resolution - asking for public
bids on the project.

A
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dpp dﬁthSp nick., This was the
CLETL hwtdt mh er;#shghtpp sal, the lower was
: .. |strongly that at no tnn ddth 1| $5,500.
" |second. - appraiser - have any]; Same Siz
. "'k owledge of information con-| An ff of $8250 Wll be
si

the 1slmdb made for a lot the ize
TG the apore Y| owned by s Bernice Wil

%ml!mmlr

I,
R LRy(Spe 1) } thf st appra J Th house at the ght nd de t pp and the city’s Tt $8000f the pr p ty the northwest co:

200 Onme off, . liams. s the highes
e frustee: | ‘AfﬂLeRyy th Wh w n tGI}isseIzl tr%h dpa}crtm ;; th};ll lww W h$§700t ap- It ws pp d t urban wl depa tm nt " ‘ The hou and lot a and Tremont.
Dz engac;lezw p orted st ig i. |property this mon th ;&4123 qarf ot Iof dby - R
52,272: | 0 onditio StldymStJ thf’ Sme};hs g %thdtwt%hvrr Enola Hampton. This ,
ch th h Bloomin paki=y : :
c:‘_“ wi_e_; I% 1sHAnI~)ngl Dav ngt 15, |ment had bee used w" tsve Sh;gl;ggt.appralsal, the ‘
‘, '_Three Otherl young persons f mgt 1WP An offer ’f $8500 W}l b
thelsame aceident have bee re'ThthP sls e 5qare-ft1tThwth
£0) r;, ,‘-‘1 edf mth same ‘hos ptl eparately in a PI‘Of ght pp sal, the lower
,.contains a 'stric-| They &r ¢ Mrs Sh1r1yLandM mrfcln f:d f d
appraised-at * f,-‘Cl rey," 18 'I‘hm - Nalley, 16, pa men
e urban re- |and Douglas Roberts, 18. recommended by th ep, ‘A:hpTl;etf;nléthff tfn e peri dd:vl%
Al attempt L y Kbb 18 LeRoy, | mén ént based on thes ppa1s§1'1sr;j\ e.$575 for a small 220-squa e-
e i fth wh ch alllis a fair. markt p e — iho! oot tract owni dbyObb Ave
nreSi_ enitial] five‘ dmg w killed | more, noless. "l"“i“tt'o appraisal was $590, th
for. . jac-{ when th tur ed and| "L thlnk thes p are% tfx 3511, -
ipelo E‘mgt ‘Sam |struck - cul t 0. US: 150 ough  “to  tu anyone’ss,_ Five more residenti al tra t o
»11256)q ft th thRy tthm dlsged “are hdldf acqui t '
gdurmg the fin 130dy per fod i
{for which . plans have bee ;
;d awn
$320000ff
|..The largest offer to be made
1by the city during this p riod ' . R
will b $32,000 for a 1,382-) ' . . ' -
|Squarefont Iot owned by Mrs 14% 7 /y 67 ____CHAMPAIGN-URBANA COURIER
Mthl The highest ap- 4

sal was $35000 nd. the 1W
$30 600. ;

An offer of $24,000 will be 1
made to Jo hnWh alon Jr. for
50,965 square foot lot. The high-
er appraisal was $27,500 and the
"lower $23, 000
i C. W. Bar Wll be offered
$6 200 for h d ntial parcel

n which the h e was ba dly
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was the lowest appraisal, th

U
il

A fer of $640 will be - 1 " i i“" ] " Il‘ | ’ i s i L \’\‘ G i i‘i]‘.hlj'hz,‘f’.f
ghatialiess L o i | m
the higher appraisal; the lower - lig o |;i“7 [H |"f -. .‘ Wr | [ A M

was $6 000. '

higher being $8,000. |

An offer of $6,800 will be
‘ma d t Randle Pickle for lt
the .same size Th1 also wa
the h gh pp sal, the IW
‘wa s $6,100. ’

Th city’s offers meed not b

i f

T e ot I
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" ‘DALLENBACH PROPERTY :

o The City of Champaign will - 61, 420-sq uare-foot ot o wh1ch ed N rth Poplar Street in reg
.. .offer W. C. Dallenbach $80,- . it sits. The buﬂdngSI at- . the urban walPr]ect1 e between t
L 000 forthlsbuﬂdmg andth S R PR L e e

1 Ptdbyth p prty own
Allp s will be gt
th m r said.




A omat 57 of In('ilanapohs, had

CLEAN OUT Gienn W Halj, Champatgn city’ re-
* habilitation of ks on as Police Lt. Joe Schweig-
hart had a tow . driver ‘prepare to ¥ move aban— renewal area; T '“tored in the Samtary land-
doned vehlcles from. a lot in the urban renewal area. fill area. - "7 R
The cars, at Poplar and Tremont, are bemg moved in

. - 0
whﬂe L1pp jan could have tl*ou-
ble with"the :

‘play a large ?pﬁtf -
|mittee’s developer reeom—f

a meeting - with’ iloca ;
leaders to dlSCUlSS working': with|!
them‘pn gettmg black peopIe in-

. blatant” i non-comph
N equal opportunlty hlr;n

much good v :
“These good 1ntent
Ibe tfollowed by action?’ Ot
said, “beeause the’ black dom:|-
munity” i§ becommcr car 1
1u of formatlon -of :k‘::fmsl:u
( ying '€CC seemed 5
- to have 'been specﬁlcih}ly €X~ »
em- and sim-|cluded. although it was the first Y
i70f her will not|group to try to deal with racial Bad Results’

I these students g
“lBelnw those ofiib]




Blacks :

ity Council can-

foppose urban re-

elgc ed, represent
groups that

_ » 'e.h sing. problem be-
-l cafise of: the, number of

i Ip fis
CCC also has”
: with ‘the c1ty s urban

P ke
muste,

“|newaliaf
comeé nyo
way | sHing to pro-
yide ¥ COmE Sing can ob-
|tain land “af less ‘than exorbi-

[tant pnces, he.fold CCC mem-

beérs. . ‘ '

s the'group were te‘buy the
T¢, uld have ‘such

On_5,' he ‘eould fx_;ims
: den they
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. housing shortage

v

Dr., ’Cha
sitting around. ¢
trying to_solve 4

through endless discuss
Gathering a sthal
local women, each
chipped in #$20¢as 2
springboard, she"decide
in and prove that a A
group could offer low-costy]

ing, thus sidestepping entang]

machinations - of .the: _govern-| ?
: ‘ ' crack

meut. carpetg '
Their goal was to provide in-\ "y e wir

‘expensive’ housing  for low-

Cincome fami

lies displacéd

suspicious,

it completely;

gram in Champaign’s Nort
| usial

End. They woul stru
ings from ‘clear- i ..

through the urban repewal Pro- | q.
b

ally sound dwell
ance areas, bring them up to .,
minimum city standards and
sell them to displacees at cost.
Incorporated under the name|y
Champaign Homes, the group|with
since then has struggled valiant-) and‘clea
lywithbankers, conitractors, | - Tronica
utility firms, repairmen and now i
is at the crossroads. C
_Burdened by a $50,000 debt &
and with one renovated hofne
standing empty for lack" of “ai«
buyer, Mrs. White -is trying to c
decide whether to bow to those breaks my heart
who said it couldn’t be .done
or to forge ahead. LT
“To date, the corporation has|of ‘her car is a sponge

acquried eight homes, with|for quick: clean-ups and a brief [
“four families relocated, threejcase bulging with data. - j

-

dwellings committed to prospéc- As she travels from house t
tive owners and one on-the mar- house - checking progress, S he
ket. " - L. jvoices a . running commentary

Initially, the biggest roadplock |of a“typical day:. “Pll . have

was. financing — or lack of it:|fo return. to patch this woodwork | betwe ‘

] to move ;g hous
'add up to $8
gifts ffom organiz
dividuals have broug
ing price within reac
spective buyers and en

After being turned down by nu-). . ‘Wall - paper must.-bé. .or-

“merous bankers, the women. fi- dered. © We. have to “match
- nally found a bank to lend them |that molding. . .” '

money — but they had to per-)- A public - sp tied humemak-
sonally guarantee the'loans,jer only two years ago — she

‘thus shouldering costly purdens|was a member of a. citizen’s

. of whatat best could be de- jadvisory . group for low - cost

e scribed as 2 risky undertaking. - housing when all this started—

~She de tes more-th ik
time to the projeet; in hejtx;unk o

group to realize the
selling at cgs_t. .

$1,20

i e

“remodeling this large frame
‘house that was "ac.qwired and - will ‘move his' wife and 13
‘moved by Champaign Homes. . children into the spacious

00. So'far; mone
ations. and in-|
ht.the sell-
h of pro-| -~ First,
abled the|Park, w.

AL t hotsing.
1 “Most people already.

it is near Dougl
hich causes veteran res-|*>>
‘area to be ‘wary

because of incidents i

\ ssibﬂity( of | parently it wasn’t ehough.””

To eliminate the

When work is completed he

dwelling. Dérris' is shown M’rh = Thompson, * who'
his son Bobby and Willie  with repair work.

many résigiqnts‘ -are|speculative buyérs selling at al

-|large profit, there is a clause
in sales contracts specifying
that if a dwelling is sold within
two ‘years, Champaign Homes.
is to buy it back. 3

s after the| At this point, Mrs. White is

assessing the- failure, if ‘there
|is one, of the: corporation. When
lall is reviewed, “We did -en-

are, re-|pance the appearance. of- -the,
» Mrs. White said, Also, | neighborhood. We -made more
v and private agencies low -:cost housing available and
Olive Baptist|We ‘employed  local wor kers
planning to con- wherever possible.” 1
low cost housing in the|. Mrs, White mused, “We have

thdeed done’ something, but ap-




1 loan is expected
i-s6on and acquisi-

:professmnals in
enzlick- & Associates
dJ. Lloyd Brown

the maximum -appraisal price.,
-The lower appralsal was $10

[ '600.

A 10 496-square-foot house lot

| owned by C. E:.Tate is.tagged

at.$8,000, alse the maximum ap-
sal- ‘price. The:- lower -ap-

pralsal was $7,700.° © ..

A2 650-square-foot vacant lot

it owned by Oren Henry will be

sought at $9,500, the maxxmum

"I'appraisal. The,lower was'$6,950,

* A 5,808-square-foot lot' with a

(Continued on. Page 20)

house -that has been. damaged |
|by fire willbring. an -offer -of
: :$8,'OOQ. 'The appraisals were $8,-

CUALBEs Dalutudy, Sayiug vl s
prices wete arrived at by. “two;
|independent, professional - ap-
praisers “whose reputation and,
honesty ‘can"not be’ questmned 1
When . two such individuals at]
two, different ‘times arrive at a;
fair mérket value and these two;
valuations’ ~ are con51stently
close, the actual fair market'
value of the property would ap-
pear to be in the price range
estlmated ”

The two appraisals of the ur-
ban renewal property were made
by a St. Louis firm and by J.
Lloyd Brown of Urbana.

Second Appriasal

feet contams a struc-

S. appraiSed' at $76,

epartmenf:‘ will attempt
“other non-resrdentlal
is

l‘

scheduled for . ac-!
; that belonging -to Saml
The 1 250-square-£oot

ithree months "ago, his depart-
{ment 'had been accused of “of-
|fering too low prices and cheat-

I

he wanted to “‘emphacize very

the first appraiser.”

intends to start acquisition of
property this month. .
Gensemer also said. that until

ing the property owners there.’
“The two appraisals were made,
separately in .a- professional|
mannef and gs far as this de-
partment is concerned, the price
recommended -by . th1s ‘depart- -
ment based on these appralsa]s
is a fair market price — noc
more, o less.”

“I. think these prrces are:
edough to turn janyone’s’

* !stomach,” Somers disa@réeed. ;

-

. Gensemer said Brown made;
*the second appraisal’-and that

strongly that at no time did the
Isecond appraiser have any
| knowledge "or information con-};
cerning. the appra1sals made by I

Gensemer said his department o

program 1o reJuvenate tne nortn
.end.

" Tnvolved will e 250 structires
housing ‘people. Of the persons
Jocated in the area, a startlingly
+high' percentage of 79 per cent
.own their own homes.

i -While comparative figures aré
lacking where areas .are con-
ycerned, the- number owning their
Ltown homes is beheved to be eXe

{iremeély high.

There are 205—non-wh1te fam-
ilies and five white families in
‘the renewal area. Populatmn to-
tals 951 individuals wth 348 be=
ihg children.

Of the ‘familiess in the area,
58 have a total -ificome - below
'$300 - per ‘month, and 77 families
earn more than $300 per month.

“The displacement. of the area|
popilation is not expected to be
tod great a problem, accordJnO'
to Gensemer. . \

115 Lists Pnces .

. ‘He said‘a survey of the indi-
v1duals living in the area indi-
cated ‘that" 15 families would
Jlike to live -in ‘a. house -costing
1in the $10,000 range.

Another 56 families would like
ito buy in" the $12 to' $15,000
irange.. " -

. Gensemer said that 19 fam-
1hes had listed homes . ranging
in cost up to $40,000.

They can ‘pay for the homes,
he:said. .

“““Some are makln good
money — they are not all poor,”?
he $aid, rciting ‘as’ dn example
‘one “individual who owns a race
] horse
The large number of, persons
{owning  their -own homes will
I facilitate purchasmg by the city,
,he said.

L Of the residents in tne area,
ithere’ are- 79  roomers,. tmostly

»,'persom over 62 years ‘old:

. Relocation for these- persons
will. not be as  simple ‘as for
Jthe ‘others, but ‘Gensemer- cited

housmcr units as being-a possible
3 answer: to the problem

B f e i e i = e e Bt

e

the’ turnover: rate in the public

the Urban Renewal Depa‘rtment
Genserner said.

He, pointed out’ that the .ar-
rangement between the two
agencies is. complicated because
of the dual structure.

The Urban Renewal depart-
ment is responsible to the City
Council and through the council,;
indirectly, to Washington. = '

ing  Authority
under the auspices of the Coun-
ty Board" of Supervisors,  and
again, indirectly to Washington.

but through different forms of;
local government. i

Gensemer said many hours of
consultmg between the two
agericies had taken place and
there was no lack of coordina-

.1 tioh, but that the procegses were;

mfflcult and. nme-consumm& ;
Ne1tner agency has’ 3ur1sdlc-
tion over the other, the same as
neither form of local govern-
ment hasaJurxsdlctlon over the
other. :
Build 60 Umts A\

The housmor authonty w111‘
build ‘a- 60 unit apartment com-!
plex "in " the Urban Renewal!
area. Gensemer said the, hous-

from  the Urban- Renewal de-
outside developer,

Tocation' of the Urban Renewal
'site for public housing has de-: !

Council.

Councilman Paul Somers has

claimed that the complex will
continue the pattern of segrega-{
ton.

Gther Councllmen opposed to

/the federal government connec-
tions. )

Gensemer said the program is
going ahead as planned ‘and

ratlﬁed by contract wrth Wash-

The Champaign County Hous- > <
is an a\,:,encyt :

. 'Thus, two agencies with fed-
eral connections  are 1nvolved"

”.,
7

ing authority will purchase land |-
partment the same as any other!”

Some\ controversy over the!

veloped in the Champaign Clty .

the program for various Tea: .
Nsons, have repeatedly ‘hit at']

****

By VICKI ALLEN .
i News-Gazette Staff Writer
A temporary site near Beards-
Jley Park for 60 units. of public
‘housing outside - Champaign’s
urban renewal project area
has been abandoned :
" “The. site' dcuisition costs
at Beardsley Park were. too
high,” according to Harold
Sloan, assistant executive ‘direc-
tor of -the Champaign County
.Housing Authority.

The Housing Authorrty Board

‘is now considering an alterna-

‘tive ‘site for 60 units in north-
west' Champaign- on N. Harris
‘Street near the central busmess
district.

The total of 120mn1ts wx]l be
split into - two sites with 60
units ‘in the ‘southwest  corner

;of the urban remewal area and

60 units

ide.

* * Kk %k

The abandonment of the
Beardsley Park . site, Jocated
west of the Tiinois’ Central
tracks and east of Neil Street,

(between Walnut and Cham—

vaign Streets, means a delay

in, approval of -architects” work-

ing- drawmgs for the units.

The drawmgs were to have
been, submitted to the Chicago
office "of the Housmg Authorrty
this month, but the date ha s
been pushed up to-Sept. 5, ac-|
cordlng to Sloan
.On Three Sites i

Originally  the units were to
have been distributed over

three sites, but- Sloan. said the

abandonrient of the .Beardsley
Park location means the hous-

ing' will now- be d1v1ded 1nto R

two 51tes
“The N. Hairis location had
previously been mentmnedas a

——d

‘Iplanned for the urban renewal

* Kk Kk %

| Drop Beordsle UR Plans,
‘Consider N. Harr Area

poss1ble site, according to Sloan.

was thought, would satisfy those
who wanted the units located
over a vwder area.

““There are those who- wanted
the units’ scattered,” Sloan

orbsaid Thursday, - *“*but ~We “can’t|

do it.”

can,” he- said, adding “we are

limited as to how much money

we can spend for a site.”
Sixty units' were originally

area with 18 considered for-the
Beardsley Park site and the re-
mamder to be located on N.
farris Street in northwest
Champaign.
The Housing Authonty is. em-
powered to decide the sites for
‘the project outside the urban re-
newal area.
The  Authority  will also un-

dertake purchase of the proper-|
4ty and construction of the 120

ulmts
1 Five Type Houses :

- Architects’ sketches presented
at the last meeting of thé, Hous:
Jing Authority Board showed five

“We have to do whatever we|

The three site distribution, it|

‘types of row houses to he dis-
Iributed over the three st~
Planned were 20 one-b -
;homes, 42 two-bedroomr ﬁ
B2 three-bedroom and -

‘bedroom and 10 flve-bn
homes in ‘a saw-tooth ax"
ment rather than in hi "
‘apartments.

Sloan - said the., ..
plans will have t
signed, now that or
Jbeen eliminated.

The Champaign ar¢
firm of Kelley, Berge.
and Associates has be
‘tained by the Authority
‘to undertake the project.

The' Housing Authority  ..«f
purchase the property for con-
struction of the low cost hous-
ing.

« The Department- of Housing
and TUrban Development in
February approved a $2.14. mil-
lion loan to the County Housmg, :
Authority. [

The Authority officials have
submitted preliminary plans and
architect sketches to the Chica-|
go office of the Housing Assist-
ance Administration.




)pen Pnces

_.x-councﬂman Kenneth Strat-
| ‘Monday - blasted ‘the three|.
ampaigh ¢ity councilmen who
sde public the prices to ‘be
id. for: property in"the urban
hewal - *Project 1 area dur-
z the first: 90 days of property
qu151t1on h

Stratton labeled the action “a
olation “of trust,’” and said
egal ‘and ethical responsibili-
3s ‘have been violated some-
here along the line.”

Councilmen Seely Johnston,
obert Pope and Paul Somers
ade the prices to be paid pub-
» Saturday in an exclusive in-
rview with The Courier.

They charged the amounts of-
wwed were ““much too high'” and

1id the public should have a|

ight to know what was bemg
pent in the area. :
Stratton said “a dozen” prop-
rty owners in the area Had
alled him in protest to the fact
ge prices to be paid had been
aade public.
He said the sentiment express-
d was that the prices “are a
rersonal affair between the
woperty owners and the city.”
Stratton said in his opinion re-
relation of the prices “will hurt
he property owners in the area.
“Revealing these prices Dbe-

WIKOFF SAYS PRICES™

- INRENEWAL MAY RISE-
City - officials favormg urban’
-|renewal were mum. Monday on,
the " fact 'that the prices to be:
pa1d for property in .the Pro;ect‘
1 ‘area had been made public

.| Saturday by - three councilmen

opposed to the program.

Mayor Virgil Wikoff said he
believed the action might result:
in higher prices to be paid for;
the property. “It certainly won’t
make it any cheaper,” he said. i‘
The mayor had no’ comment|
on -any, other questions. City
Marnager Warren Browning and;
urban renewal director David
Gensemer likewise had noe com-
ment.

UNIT 4 BOARD

SETS BUDGET MEET .

The 1967-68 budget for Cham-
paign Unit 4 schools will be pre-
sented at a meeting of the
school board, 7:30 p.m. Mon-
day at 703 S. New St. -

The budget will be on display
until - the next .meeting of the
board; Aug: 14. The board-is ex:
pected to :adopt the budget at
that time following -a public
hearing. .

Also on this month’s- brief
agenda are seven resignations
and 36 appomtments on the
Un1t 4 teaching staff.’

PARK DAY CAMP
Some 25 youngsters are .en-
rolled in the 'day camp operated
by the Champaign Park District
at the Urbana Sportsmen’s Club
west of Mahomet. The camp

‘ore the people go into negotia-
ions with the city will interfere
with the negotiations.” = -

runs through Friday and is for
children ages 9 through 11.

Stratton said the persons who-

had complained to him were ail
property owners living on their
property in the area.
- Stratton  also

charged a

reversal in tactics by the op-

ponents of urban renewal.

“The same councilmen who a

short time ago said the people,
were not adequately being com-
pensated for their property are
now saying they are getting too
much.

“That” doesn’t make sense,”,
he said. ‘

Johnston May Hire
Real Estate Expert

Councilman Seely Johnston
said Monday he and other op-
ponents of urban renewal were
‘considering employing a real
estate expert to make another
appraisal of property in the ur-
ban renewal project 1 area.

Johnston was one of three
councilmen who made public
‘prlces to be paid for property
in the urban renewal area Sat-
\urday
- He and .councilmen. Robert

App

i Transfer of over onme million
“dollars for Urban Renewal in
approved|-

rove Transfer Of $1.1 Million To

‘Urban Renewal After Strong Debate

By BOB MILLER
News-Gazette Staff Writer

Champaign was
Wednesday night by the City
Couneil after a brief, but some-
timeés - bitter, discussion.

*, Approval for the transfer of
$1.1 million for the project came
as the result of 4 votes for,

S T U

By DARRELL KINDRED

News-Gazette Staff Writer

Urban renewal director Da-
vid Gensemer. said Thursday
his office will ‘“move into high
gear” now that the Chamapign
city council has approved the
release of §l.1 m11110n for the
first project area.-

“We. will begin making pur-
chase offers to property owners
in.the area within the next 10
days,” Gensemer said, adding
that acquistion and relocation
should begin to occur within
30 days and'that some demoli-
tion of acquired structures can
be expected within 90 days.

W. A. Montgomery, real.es-
tate officer for the urban re-
newal office, will serve as ne-

2 against 'and 1 abstention, as
the . Council nearly followed a
predicted 4-3 pattern. establish-
ed after the recent city election.
Voting against the Urban Re-
newal project were Councilmen

Robert P. Pope and Seely
Johnston. : i
Abstaining was Councilman

Paul Somers.
Somers, who usually aligns

*x X %

UR Area Acquistion Plans
To Be Started In 10 Days

chase of the site property. He

.|will contact property owners

with offers of a sef amount of
money for the purchase of their
property, Gensemer said.

As soon as-an agreement is
reached with an owned," the
matter is referred to legal coun-
sel for the city for closing, he:
explained. - The legal firm ' of
Wheat, Hatch, Corazza and
Baker will perform these ser-
vices for the city.
Closing Costs

“We assume all cost of clos-

documents needed to. transfer
title, as well as any-legal ac-
tions that may be nece$sary to
obtain clear title to the prop-
erty,”” Gensemer said.

lvotlator for - the 01ty in pur-j_

He added that, as far as pos-

'grants up to $1,500 and 3 per

ing, including preparing various|

himself with the opponents of

“1 don’t see any sense in

the plan to provide a 4-3 splitivoting mno,” he said, obviously

in the Council,
abstaining because he was ‘‘tir-
ed of being on the short end
of the horn.”

Is A ‘Botch’

Explaining bis vote, Somers
said he considered the program
up to the -present point as a
((botch|J7

* % % %

sible, property owners will be
allowed to determine the closing
date and families will be al-
lowed to live in -the property
up to 60 days rent-free after
transfer of title. Rent based on
the price paid for the property
is charged thereafter.

About hali of the structures
in the 65.9-acre renewal site
are to be conserved through
rehabilitation by individual prop-
erty -owners, largely through

cent loans available for use in
.repair work.

Gensemer said about 135 of
ihe 210 families and 61 of the|
173 individuals living in the first

to be relocated. Several fam-
(Please turn to Page 20, Col. 2)

sald he was{noting the apparent majority in

favor, ‘‘Pending. seeing some
good done for the people in
the north end, I abstain.’” -
Councilman Pope hit at the
Urban Renewal program as
having been- years of meetings
and meddling and yet not one

{spade of dirt turned.

He claimed the program had
cost the city about $200,000 and
there was “‘nothing to show for
it.” He called for the Councik
to get the city out of the pro-
gram, '

Councilman Seely Johnston
asked the Council to consider
the use of city money to effect
a local renewal program.
“Let’s buy something for peo~
ple who need help, but not push
down those who don’t want it,”
he said. :

From Sales Tax?

A major portion of city money
that could be used for a local
project would come from the in-
crease in-the sales tax, accord-
ing to Johnston. -

Mayor Virgil Wikoff rephed
that the increase, providing the

carry <certain stipulations at-
tached by the state legislature
.concerning salaries and other.
uses.

Passage of the transfer oi

project area will probably have funds apparently hinged -on the

vote of Councilman William
Kuhne, who was absent from
the last meeting.

Action on the funds had been
deferred last week at Kuhnes
request.

Kuhne’s absence Iat the last

governor signs it into law, will» . .-

Ash Street Property

I Told

Former Champaign City Coun-

~ cilman Kenneth O. Stratton com-

plained vehemently last August

‘ when a large, brown house was

moved to 803 N. Ash St.

Disclosure this week of the
appraisals for the double lot on
which the property is located,
technically: 801-803 N. Ash St
“proves it shouldn’t have been
moved there,” Stratton said
Saturday.

The first appraisal was made
in 1965 by Wenzlick & Associ-
ates’ of St. Louis, before the

" house was_moved to the lot. It

placed the value of the property

~L n mAn

9‘(/2{7/0, ,é7

The second appraisal was con-
ducted last year by J. Lloyd
Brown of Urbana, ‘after the
house had been moved. At that
time; the property was deemed
Worth($16,000.

Cost Up. $9,500 ; ,

According to information re-
leased last week by three cur-
rent councilmen — all of whom
have opposed all urban renewal
plans here — the city will offer
$14,000 to the owner of the land,

C. T. Henson, when the time\
comes to acquire it for the ur-
that can prevent the moving of
One' of the three councilmen|

ban renewal program.

ou So: Stratton

of property,. complaining - the

prices -are too high, was Seely: .

Johnston. -

As a member of the City
Council that preceded this one,
Johnston voted with the major-
ity in approving issuance of 2|
permit to move the house to its|

present address !

Stratton was the lone dissenter
when the ‘measure was approv-
ed.

And, he pointed out-Saturday,
the cify still has no ordinance

houses onto land that may later:

wha released a list of appraisals|{be acquired for the urban re-

meeting would have left the

Council in a 3-3 deadlock on the
issue which would have meant
Iution. )

When Kuhne cast his vote
for the transfer of funds, he

said he did not-believe there

was any way the project could

be - financed without the inelu-. - .

sion of “federal funds.

The Breakdown . . 4

The $L1 million in questlon
will come from both city funds
and federal funds. The break-
down is $950,000  in direct fed-
eral loan and $150,000 from the
‘city coffers.

The money is the first in-
stallment of $5.3 million dollars

that will be put into the urban,‘

‘renewal program:
The Department. of ‘Housmg

.and Urban Development in

AT nalimatan hac avoroved a loan

a defeat for the transfer reso-, .

. if Gov. Kerner signs the

Delivered on R.F.D. Routes July 20, 1967

‘Johnston, Son

ers

Renewal Cost Drsrlosure

. By Hal Alexander

Members of the Champaign
City Council clashed with mem-
bers. of the audience Tuésday
mght over the disclosure of
prices to be offered and ap-
praisals of land in the urban
renewal Project 1-area.

Henry Spies, member of the

Citizen’s Advisory Committee on
Urban Renewal, "and  ex-coun-
cilman Kenneth Stratton, a pro-
ponent of the proegram during
his = tenure, appeared at the
Tuesday meetmg to protest the
disclosure.

Councilmen Seely Johnston
and Paul Somers, two of the

Champaign Ups
City Sales Tax

The Champaign City Council

unanimously approved the one-

quarter cent hike in the sales
tax in two separate ordinances
Tuesday night. .

The move would increase the
sales tax in the city August 1,
bill
passed in- the recent General
Assembly by that time. The in-
crease is expected to bring-the
city over $300,000 annually in
increased revenue.

A debate over the uses of
these funds had already begun
to build up, and Councilman
Seely Johnston added some, fuel
to the fire Tuesday.

Johnston asked the mayor if

" there were any restrictions im-

posed by the state on use of the
money., Mayor Virgil Wikoff re-
plied there were not.

“Then it may be possible to
use this money, for a so-called
urban renewal program,” John-
ston said.

At the last meeting, Johnston
proposed that the $300,000 be
added to the %100,000 per year
gained through the utility tax
and a locally operated urban re-
newal program be financed by
these funds.

The advantages, according to
Johnston, would be no federal
control for the project if no fed-
eral funds were used.

Proponents of the present fed-
erally-financed urban renewal
plan, have pointed out, however,
that if the governor signs the
bill increasing the salaries of
firemen and police officers,

more than $100.000 of the. reév-}

enue would; go for this purpose.
Others haVe supgésted that with
the fire" and 'police increase

. wonld nececsitate an acrnas thel .

the increase he had received no

objections from local mer-
chants. .
In other action Tuesday, the

council gave final approval to
the 1967 appropriations ordi-
nance which had been placed on
passage at the last meefing.
Both Councilmen Robert Pope
and Seely Johnston voted against
the ordinance. Though they
made no comments Tuesday, in
the past they indicated they op-
posed appropriations for the

urban renewal program and the|

Human Relations Commission.

Two adjustments: in  the
budget were approved unanim-
ously. One was to provide for
the aanual payment for the
city’s -sanitary landfill, which
was inadvertently left out  of
this year’s budget.

The other was described as a

mainor adjustment because bids

for the remodeling of the old
police fire department head-
quarters in city hall had been
more than provided for in the
budget.

The city also placed on pass-
age an ordinance which would
revise somewhat the health and
sanitation ordinance for food
dealers. If given final passage
at the next meeting, the ordi-
nance would not go into effect
for one year, giving dealers a
chance t{o make necessary
changes to comply with the ordi-
nance.

Copies of the ordinance are
available at the city clerk’s of-
fice.

The . council also placed on
passage a gas use ordinance giv-

ing the franchise to Iilinois Pow-|

er Company for 50 years.
Acecording ta City Attarnew Al

three councilmen who revealed
the figures, were ready with
replies.

Spies said he had been “dis-
mayed” to see the prices- and
apprasals made public. I be-:

_{lieve several members of the

council responsible belong to
organizations and professions
which would consider this 2
breach of ethics,” he said. ~ ~

Spies stated further that while
he did not bel1eve the diselosure
of prices had materlally af-
fected the program,” the prices
paid by the city should not have
been made public “until 'the
transactions were consumated:”

Johnston replied that he, as an
elected official of the city, *‘can
not stand still’ for these 1rregu.
larities.”

Johnston said the prices need-
ed to be.made public at this
time because ‘““if you leave the
gate open and the horse. gets
out — it’s hard to catch the
herse.”

Johnston said further” that
some instance§ had showp a
marked discrepancy in the two
appraisal prices, but that many
were close together “almost to
the cent.”

He also questioned thé va11d1-,
ty of the appraisals saying “the
fwo appraisals. were supposed
to be independent,” but -that
when they were so close so often
“there must have been a httle
coffee drinking going on some-
where.”

Spies replied that he beheved
the appraisals, carried out over
a year apart by a St. Louis and
an Urbana appra1ser to be fair,
He said that in cases where the
two appraisals showed a wide
price spread, a third appraisa
by the Department of Housing
and Urban Development :Chi
cago regional offlce had beer
carried out.

Spies said also he falled te
see how the three councilmer
who. tevealed the prices .coul(
now claim they were too higl
when “two weeks before the
were so concerned the peopls
in the area weren’t bemg treat
ed right,”

Johnston started to reply i
this, but was cut short by May
or V1rg1l Wikoff who sajd: b
would not allow the exchang‘e t
become a debate. '

Stratfon accused ”OI

ponents of the program of‘. al



ohnstoh made that:statement
suitig:a defense of his ac-
-ayealing the price.

‘¢the three councilmen)
v something, who will?”
Are we supposed to
hold still'for such irregularities
ese prlces I say we had a

ing on.’
gnciiman Somers agreed
““These prices are so bad
e public’s business to

not currently-prepared
y other steps. I feel
ne what is necessary
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By ~11‘0NY BURBA
News-Gazette Staff Writer .
‘The three ' Champaign City
Counicilmen, on the short end of
the 4-3 split-over urban renewal
were faken  to task Tuesday
evening. for allegedly harassing
the program.

The main point of attack byl’

. several miembers of the .aud-
ience was the publication of ap-
praisals of property values in
the urban renewal area, based
on- supposedly  confidential in-
formatmn released to a reporter
by Councilmen Seely Johnston,
Paul - Somers and Robert P.
Pope. :

Henry R. Sp1es a member of

- the Citizens. Advisory Commit-

tee on Urban Reriewal and an

unsuccessful candidate for coun-
cilman, opened the attack.

Expressmg “dismay” at the
publication, Spies said, “peo-
ple’s businéss transactions are
not a matter of public record
until they are concluded.”

. Johnston replied somewhat
angri]y, 0t would be too late
for the public to learn of some
of the 'irregularities -in these
: appraiseii-ls after the transac-
tions were concluded.””

He noted. that one appraiser’s
valuation of a certain piece of
property was. more than double
that of the other.

' Spies replied that although |-

he had not had access to the
appraisers reports, he felt sure
they had been ‘reasonable.”

Commenting on' the three
councilmen’s expressed concern
that' the city was paying 1do
much for some properties,
Spies said, It is strange that
now you  should be worrying
that the city is going to pay
these people tco much while a
few weeks ago, you said the
city wasnt treatlng these peo-
ple - right.”

Johnston began to respond
but Mayor Virgil Wlkoff qu1ck—
ly intervened, saymg, “This is
not a public debate.”,

Mrs. Herbert Glass, 304 West—
lawn Drive, comrnented “In
most organizations of which I
have been a member, no in-
dividual ‘member is allowed to
announce - things without - the
consent of the whole body. Isn’t
¢ity business carried on -this
way?”’

Wikoff stated the information
had been released. without his
approval. . . -

[ majority,”

~ Charges Council Mmorify
With Harassing Renewal

Former Counecilman Kenneth‘

O. Stratton accused the thre
of doing a *‘disservice” to th
people of the area. 4
‘People in - Doubt’-

“The city seemingly has com—:

“{mitted itself ‘to this program,

he said, “and yet all this threat-
ening and haggling over the
program leaves the people- in

' doubt.

. “The majority of people in
the " Phase I area: have made
their plans assuming urban re-
newal is going through. You

will be injuring them if it does

not,” -Stratton told the council.
“The Council should decide
once and for all whether this
project is vomv to be execut—
ed,” he concluded.
Somers replied, “None of the
charges, made here tonight hold

water. The City Council is not:

a private little club. We are not
going to pay for these proper-
ties — you are. We felt the tax-
payers had a right to know
how their representatives were
going to spend . their money. -
"“As to the future of urban
renewal, it seems to be’ clear—

the vote is 4-3, and that's a

he said. = . .

‘back Won’t"_

tand m ‘sections. to be, used’ m
other urban- renewal progect
areas in Champalgn

" The council should have op-
posed this and “other house' -
movings “as'a matter of prmc1—
ple,” he feels.

He and other. civil rlghts
spokesmen “here’ have vomed

mer. a mlddle - aged bystande}
displayed a- good .deal “of fore»
sight when he- asked reporters:

“How much are you ‘going to

:"The c1ty wﬂl have to buy 1t

k!

| UR Properly

area, to be atrecied contains
about 250 housing units and is.
about 90 ‘per cent residentiali
- Plans' call for the area to
contain about 360 housing units
‘and be-about 97 per cent resi-
|dential when finished. :

art Buying |

tIn Ten Days |
1. . (Continued from Page 3)

illxes have . reportedly alreadyt
imoved from . the area on their|
jown initiative and . further re-{
Tocation -will> follow: ‘as acquisi-}
stions.” begin within - the next 30,
idays. | ¢ ,
{ About “150 propertles are fo
'be acquired in thé first project
‘area, according: mt :
Swho sald the cny will hold up}

.ﬁof the nccessny for ‘legal action.

"ertles together.. have been ae-|.
quired. :

On Clouded Tttles
3 Acquisition of some- propertles
thavmg & cloud on the tifle 15‘1
iexpectéd to take longer because|

B AUV —

.- meetings = and

HNRU eeungs undangea

Pope Casts Negative Council Vote.

A request for a change in the
‘meeting date for the Champaign
Human Relations. Commission
was finally approved by the
Champaign City Council Tues-
day night after it had been post-
poned at several prev1ous meet-
ings.

The vote on the issue was 5
to 1, with Councilmar Robert P.

“Pope contenting h'iinselg with

only a negative vote fand "HO
other comments.

Pope had questmned the worth
of the HRC in previous council
attacked the

- Champaign Youth Council, a sub-

"sidiary” of the commission, at a

. closed study session of the coun-

¢il 2 week ago.

Some ' -comments, however,
were offered by Councilman
Paul* Somers, who in the past
has supported the HRC. ’

“Warns Moyer. oy

Somers said that while the
commission had done well in
most other areas, he warned

-‘Commlssm,n Cha1rman Donald
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Moyer, who was pres"ent, to
“tread very lightly” as far as
the Champaign Youth Council
was concerned.

Somers said the closed ses-
sion, at which the council met
with members of the HRC, had
helped him decide the commis-
sion was a worthwhile operation.,
“My enthusiasm, however, does
not carry over to the CYC ” he
fsaid. .

Ex-Councilman Kenneth Straf-
ton appeared at the meeting on
behalf of the Human Relations
Commission, saying that Cham-
paign “has béen a blessed city
—we will not have a Newark
here if we cohtinue our efforts
toward racial understanding.”

Stratton said he was pleased
that “a majority of the council
is for human relations, and not
for the racists.”

The approved request will al-
low the HRC to meet at the
call of the chairman rather than
have regular monthly meet-
ings. '

e

o

lurban. renewal
‘three-year peri
1970.

Famlhes to

Hetters hon
no11ce of .|
W111 also
}v151t from
JUR staff
} information
\selvxces an
:‘tlon io the

‘LAW STUDENTS AID COMMUNITY
About 15 petsons atterided the first ses-
sion of a series of adult education pro-
grams being conducted by Law- Students
for Community Education to deal with
legal problems of the poor. The session
at Douglass Center was on qualifications
.and administration: of welfare programs."

T

Next Wednesday mght the toplc °f dis- v

:

t

1

R

News Gazette Photo by’ Dennis Sullivan -renewal) Wlﬂ go throu.gh » ’ :

' cussion will be consumier rlghts. i
later session the law students plan to dis-
cuss individual’ rights under the Urban

Renewal program.
session, left to right, were Steve Bardige,

Melvyn Rieff and  Richard - Cosby all’
‘seniors‘at the University .of ' ﬂhnom Col-
lege of Law.

At a,

‘Conducting: the fixst|

|

responsxble to the: pubhc

countea on Ine urpan reneyvat
program and planned for it.}*’

Stratton - challenged the# coun-
cil to “decide once and forwall i
urban renewal will be sthrted
and completed. I think the.peo-
ple deserve an answer from the
council.”

Stratton " also lashed out at
the claim of the three council
opponents that people in the
area were to be offered too
much for their homes. -*¥-don’t;
think we can pay the people
enough for all' the trouble
they’ve been through for urban
renewal,” he said.

Johnston replied to that state-
ment saying his group.“is not
trying to cut down on payments
to home owners,” ‘only to -ab-
sentee landlords whom he be-
lieved to be receiving far-too
much for their property. .

Another member of the au-
dience challenged the disclosure
of prices, saying she failed to
understand how- the ... council
operated in press relations. She
said organizations to- which she
belonged issued ‘press releases
jointly and that ‘no md1v1dual‘
member was allowed, to 1ssue
statements on his own.’

She asked what: the councﬂ
policy was in this area. "

Mayor Wikoff replied that he
did have “some notice,” fhat
the “prices would be revealed
but that it had ‘been done w1th-
out his approval. ‘

Somers said in ‘answer:
his opinion that the funds to be
spent in the urban renewal ‘pro-
gram were “not a confidential
matter between. the city coun-
cil and the buyer.” !

Somers said. while a “prlvate‘
relub may decide what releases
to give out colIect1ve1y,”~ the
c1ty council ‘was not a private,
‘elub, but a publicly elected body!
i for

its decisions,
“The publlc press. is the best

'way to get this information to.

the people, the property owners

and taxpayers,” he-gaid.” "
Somers also replied to earher

comments by Stratton’ asking for

i1a final decision on urban. re-

newal, .saying the future ‘wag

"iclear. ‘’You have the maJorxty

It is four to three now. Go-back
and tell your friends it (urban : |

N L 1
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] Board -of
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Giound of the Truth, at

p-D. ‘ ; and Bradley in Champaign. The

cago turn e first spadeful of €arth congregation currently meets at 801 N.
on the site which will be the location Poplar St., C. Evangehst Mary Ellen
of the new Church of the Living God, Mullen is pastor. ’

Drawings For

B Sien
copg.;%cts pwil

3 o
ill - follow: soon after




ts by another "bidder,

Lippniérr - Associates in Indian- |

apolis, which originally had pro-
posed 60 apartments and 46
townhotises. . i

. L1pmeh B s s pevised its
proposal £0:90. townhouse unifs.

e 't1 e Bulldmgs

: gg%a transported to
the s1tg y“’truck and assem-:
bled. = * ot

'alrman Henry|

James Willizns, ¥
/irgl Deard_uf




lake Good, Hard Look
Open ﬂécﬁanéy“Should?"Precéde'RéneWal.
;che Eéitoszj : = the peéople will. do aboiit urban;

TR 5t see” how the|
sirs- This“is " a. letter, to" thejrenewal. 1 do no ;
:;for rl;?ééfimpaign and the|city can work renewal where|

y. council about:urban renew-iwe do not have open occupancy.

A for one’iirge the halt of re-
wal for. this reason: There is
open occupancy po licy
1ong. local realtors and the
sgro-would not get a fair deal,
bas no regard for human
thts.-or  property. It take§ a
or man’s property and gives
to the already rich. .
There - are a lot - of home
mers -who - are willing and
ady to.do whatever is needed
bring their homes up to stan-

in'the town. .

I tink the city should con-
demn alt of the property that is
substandard and all the’ proper-
ty that is in good condlthn
should be left alone for the good|
of the old people and to avoid]
putting more people on the Wel-:
fare list. - )

I hope the people will take a
'good hard look at renewal be-
fore they take it any further.

JOHN. H. PICKLE:

rd ds soon as they find what

Champaign.

Mail;B‘ag: o :

Urban Renew

Will It Impoverish Negro Homeowners?

ythe Editor,

Sir: T-have fold you over and
er that T am opposed to urban
pewal. It is no good for the
sgro home ownet; It will hake

em poorer and the white man

cher. The ones responsible. for

is program know. it too. They
L)' ‘ngt'want to help the Negro.
his will: destroy him and all

lat he,h‘as‘worked for. .

Negr"_dés' don’t ha}ve the right that those houses were going to
' live anywhere in town they be sold for. $16,000. The cheapest

100se. like the white man. They
illed that in Congress.

You have been running back

nd forth to Chicago plotting be-|y "y g “houses for people that

ind the Negroes’ back. You
ant to put the ‘Negroes over
cross the rail road tracks. You|
ouldn’t live over there your-
elf. -

‘I you weren’t expecting fo
1ake lots of money for yourself,
ou wouldn’t be_ studying the
{egro.

My home. is my castle. As
g ‘as Negroes don’t hav’e
ights like the white man, don’t
xpect him to turn his home
ver to the white man (the ones
hat own their own homes).
“The homes will be built " out
f the cheapest material you
:an find .and you will be renting

al Oppesed

!
1
Negro for a big prqfit. How can
lyou call that helping the poor
Negro? \
1 work for my livié'lg., Piease,k
tay away. from.my door. I am,
Ztéghi;svtizn and a law -abidmg‘;
person; but I will break the law::
if you try to take my .home. Ii
work hard for it. It is wox_*th
$16,000 to me because it is mine
and it is not for sale.

T was told a year or so ago

was $10,000. Now you know you |
aren’t helping the Negro.

The" best thing you can do is

don’t have homes. If Washing-
ton wants to save money they]
should set up bank loans for the 1
poor people. Let the poor cl}oose ‘
their own contractors to fix up}
their homes if they needs it, just
like you choose your. own doc-{
tor. Let the honest banker dof
the paying of the contractor.p
That would save the tax payers|
many millions of dollars. :

newal happen. ,

door.” oo

md selling them back to the

jtor of the Champaign County

By VICKI ALLEN
News-Gazette Staff Writer
Constructiondof 120 units for
{Champaign’s "Urban Renewal
|project is. mot: expected to. be-
gin until spring,

“We're at a standstill right
now,” said Bud Finney, direc-

R Housin

‘| Housing

g

Units

Authority.
have slowed down.”
Bids for the construction work
are expected to be taken early
next year ‘“if evrything goes
all right,” Finney said.
The Housing authority is now
in the process of taking options
on property in the N. Harris
‘Street area. o .
The 120 units will be divided

“Things

for the N. Harris St site then
| we'll ask someone from the lang
i| section of the Chicago office to
come fo Chaimpaign and view
it,” Finney said.

in half with 60 to be built in-
side the urban renewal project
area and 60 slated for the N.
Harris St. site, near the cen-
tral business district,

Await Approval

Site acquisition will begin at
N. Harris St. if the location is
approyed by the Chicago office
of the Federal Housing Author-
ity. .

““Once we have all the options

Delayed

of months.” _ ’
“Building in Champaign-Ur-
bana can’t be done in the win-

start urtil spring. So we’re not
in a hurry now.” .

because of high land acquisi-

Meet Sept. 5 . ) S

A ‘meeting with representa«
tives of the Champaign County
officials in Chicago is ‘scheduled
for Sept. .5. S o
Architect’s drawings for ‘the
office at that time,

A temporary site at Beards.
ley Park was recently abandone

He said the inspection would

be made within “the next couple

ed because of high site acquisi»
tion costs. -

Originally the units were ‘to
have been distributed over three
sites, with 60 units' built in the
urban renewal area, 18 at the
Beardsley Park site and the

Yemainder at the N. Harris site,

fer,” Finney said. “We can't -,

If -the Chicago offfice. disap-_
proves the N. Harris St -sité =

tion costs, Finney said “‘we will .
have to acquire another site.” -

Housing Authority and Federal .'

units will be submitted to the -

T the law is just to the Negro,|
they won’t let that urban re-

Please stay away from my)

IDA MAI CARTHEL|

Champaign: .

| 60 Students
Study Urban

Renewal

(Continued from Page 3)

and’ comments came for a few
students.
Following a pop-and-cookie
© break, the large group was
.-broken down into small units
- more conducive to’ conver-.
" sation. R
Each hds, and will continue
6 have, a graduate student as
discussion leader, .
The talk quickly become: lively
with many. contributors, espe-
cially in groups where the lead-
ers stayed in the background
and tried to draw out the stu-
dents. .

An unexpected information
source was added with the en-

dent (“I just don’t want to hear
no. more about urbar renewal.
That's all I've heard for a year
and a half...), as was philos-
ophy - (“You just can’t segre-
gate people !’ said a small white

youth, “You're skin is a dif--
"|{ferent golor from mine but it"

doesn’t make a damn bit of
difference.”

The discussions were reluc-
tantly broken up at about 10:30
p.m. so the students could re-
turn to their dormitories on

the UI -campus. ;
Murray invited the Youtk
Movement members to  the

future sessions, the next q}ne
Thursday on‘campus.
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Until Spring Of Next Year

e

;to use.

By TONY BURBA ..
News-Gazette Staff Writer
Urban renewal ‘Property
| acquisition negotiations * in
Champaign will begin Mon-
day, ‘accordoing to “Urban
Renewal Director David
; Gensemer. o
.t “We'te ready to. start talking
0 people and getting their com-
mitments,”” Gensemer said,
The beginning of negotiations
ad ‘been delayed until .the ecity

Initially, the city will contact
property owners“in the south-
west corner of the project area.
. “‘We want to get that corner
\cleared first .so the public hous-
ing people can begin construe-
tien there,” Gensemer said.

The county housing authority
is planning to build at least 60
units in the projeét area,

B e N TV Ty

Ready To Start Purcl
'Urban Renewal Pr

sin

the deal.”

the City '‘Council to be trans-

. . ‘ \ r
operty
away we'll be -happy 'to' close |

Part of the property aequisi- :

tion costs will be pajd cut off
$215,000. recently . authorized by |

ferred from utility tax funds. -
The city also is awaiting for-|
mal approval of a $900,000 loan|

However, he said, a number
of transactions for properties in
other parts of the area also are
expected to be closed soon. -.

nd the federal government

ed.

greed oh what form of contract areds already have suid they
] want to sell immediately,” Gen-

¥ “We ‘i‘expect‘.»"c‘q; close ‘quite afsemrer said. “These people nor-
few deals in the next twé or{mally would not have beén con-
ree weeks,”, Gensemer report-| tacted until later in the project,|b

“About 25. owners in other

o . jbut if anyone wants to sell rightlq

—

Is Set Back

from the federal government to|

finance  further acquisition in -

the area. - L
“We understand the loan has|

been approved by the regionalf
finance office in Chicago. and}
we should be getting the money |
in the mear future,” Gensemer
said. '

In all, a total of $1,957,000 has
een 'budgeted for broperty ac-
uisition in. the venewal area, '

Urban Renewe

By TONY BURBA
News-Gazétte ' Staff Writer

Champaign's urban renewal program  may have been_,

;set back at least five weeks Tuesday for want of one vote,

City Council action on

resolutions to provide more

than $1.1 million for the’city urban renewal department
to begin execution had to be deferred when the absence

of one supporting ecouncilman
left the council in a 3-3 dead-
lock -between- supporters and op-

‘ponents of the program,

Considération of the resolu-
tion was deferred until July 5.

The two-week delay eventual-
ly will result in an even greater
dislocation of the program, ac-
cording to Urban Rénewal Di-
rector David Gensemer.

His staff has been champ-

ing at the bit for several
. weeks, waiting for the City

"Council to provide the large
' amounts of money needed

to begin property acquisi- -

tion. : .

Now they face at least an-
other 10 days’ inaction and prob-

‘ably a three-week delay this

fali.

Gensemer explained the situ-
ation as follows:

The $1.1 million- Sought’ im-
mediately would come from
citv funds and- 2 2GEA AN Aivnat

you ’peoplé’ going to get ta -
' 35"

work?’ »

“It's also bad public rela..
tions,” he added. “I know g
number of people up there whao
have made’ down payments on
other homes, thinking we were
going to buy their existing
homes soon. . :

‘“Some of their deals de-

pend on getting the money

for their. homes,  so right
away, the city is made out
to be a liar again,” he said. "

In addition, the city eventuals
ly will have to spend more
money if the program is not
completed. within the 36-month
schedule.

" “We can apply for more.fed-
eral money if we have to ga
over,” he said Gensemer said,
“and we'd probably get it. But

the city will have to pay orie-



ower. $1,000,000 -in," temporary
loan notes to be’ sold on the
pr1vate market,
However, federal regulatlons
‘require ' that these notes .be.
) placed on the market on a cer-
: tain date.

.Gensemer said the depart-
ment had ‘planned to adver’use
for bids on-the: “notes. Aug: 1
 However, the necessary b1d
documents cannot be prepared
until the. first direct. loan from

thumbs in the meantlme

The relocatlon staff currently
is making surveys of the fam-
111es to be. displaced: to detere-
mme their housmg needs.. .

®- -aepn - oL understanding of
hetto” problems amazmg to an
utsider.

" The dlscusszon alternated
between the mechamcs of .
: ‘urban renewal (“Wha.t -are
. they gonna ‘do. wrth the peo- -
t.ple . when’ they tear the .
houses ' down"” and hew to
do seifiething about it (“Qr-
_ganize. We. got to organize’
‘or nobody’ll listen to us,” |,
said'a - Youth’ Move_ment

which qualify for federal grants' "
‘and loans. Five or six low-ins
terest loan apphcatmns current-
ly - are bemg processed-* Gen-“
semer said.

Vb

* The rehabilitation offlcet‘ is
checking - homes 'to - determine -

: n vvr Renewal Area

He also said he Teceived’ ap-{ ,

S By Hal Alexander
Land -acquisition in the urban
renewal-Project 1 area will be-

gin Monday . morning, direc-|.

tor David Gensemer said Frrday

‘Gensemer said all neeessary proved by the budget division of

' approval to begin the program

.‘had been received from Wash-
. ington,;and 'W. A. _Montgomery,
~his; ass1stant 'would begin calling

son property owners Monday
He' reported:

“many proper-i-
{y ‘owners” ‘have: contacted his

membel) o

g St 5 i e

idly as our. attorneys can check
titles = and clear warranty
deeds.”

Gensemer said a direct feder—
al loan of $907,585 had been ap-

the Chicago regional office of the
U.$. Department of Housing and

said he expected-the funds to be
received within 10 days.
Gensemer said his office would

Urban Development (HUD). He|

proval Friday afternoon by tele-|,

be made
ment for ihe pI‘O]ECt The gov-
530,615, accordmg to the  tele-
gram.

Gensemer sa1d this amount in-
cluded $30,000 for dlrect grants
to" owners of ‘ rehablhtable

houses.

advertise for bids on - $1,766,000

tes
-office with regard to selling their|worth of preliminary loan 10

property.: “Alg)parently they arelon Aug. 1. Bids on these notes,
happy with.the prlces bemg of-|the proceeds of which will fi-

‘, fered,”? be said.*
' Gensemer predlcted

nance a gdod portion of the proj-

“a, \con- ect, will be rece_lved untﬂ 11

s1derab1e number -of - closings on|a.m. Aug. 15.

= property within the next
[ weeks.” *

few| These funds will also be used|

-{to repay the initial $907,585 direct

. “He said. acquxs1t1on of propertyloan from the government Gen—
ould take place “just as rap-'semer said. - ,

Under this program, ‘persons
living in houses designated as re-
habilitable may “qualify for-$1,-
500 in federal funds to be used
to- brmg the houses up to:stan-

repayed.

gram for the’total allocation to
l;% the federal govern-i:;

ernment ‘will give the city $2,-}:

dard. This amount need not be|

Gensemer. said there were- al-|
so low - interest Toans available|

tate then' homes.

for persons wishing' to rehablh-

|high- school studen

i 'You're In The North End

“* Despair occasmnally was evis|

y Students Study Renewal

By TONY BURBA
News-Gazette Staff Writer

A problem that has knotted the i
miinds of many of their elders-is
bemg challenged by a _group of

hlgh school JUIIIOI‘S

‘Urbana renewal in Champalvn
Wvﬂl be the’ subJect of an elght-
week study by%60 students in the
 University of Hlmms Upward
Bound program for poverty area

. Whether any conclusr%ﬁii about
urban renewal will be "draWn is
rot yet known.

But, according to Michael

‘Murray, UI graduate student in

sociology_ and director of the
sosiml studies seminars, the end

L 58 important. than learmng :

the ireans.
The "first session was held
Thursday evening at the Burch

Village - public housing. project].

community center.:

“You're in the North End,”
Murray told the students.

- Ta some af them; this is noth-
ing new. About a dozen of the
students are from Champaign-
Urbana, Most of them live in the

North End. .
The remaming 45 or 50 o
students, from St Clair
County, are on . familiar

ground too. Their neighbor- .|

hood . in ‘East. 8t. Louls is

called the South End; but

it’s the same piace.

Noting what he called the
“what-the-hell—am—l'—domg—h ere
look on your faces,” Murray|:
proceeded to exp1a1n the|
seminars. '

' “Life is full of conflict and
‘| tension,”” he told them “but you

-don’'t talk about that in the class:
room—you're never -taught how
1o cope with conflict.”

The semmars are deswned to
students out of the aca-
uds @ccasionally, to

deal with day-tosday problems

in their enwronrnent .
The ability tooﬁse 51mple Te-
sources and to understa*nd poli-

tical events also Ts par§ of thelj

goal.

The most readﬂy a‘?nilable '
information source . any:
where is a newspaper; and .
the students’ “textbook” I8

-groups,

. '35 pages of reproductions of
. -local hewspaper chppmvs,

telling. .the story .of urban
" . renewal from 1865. )

-As for political events, the stu-

.dénts probably will attend meet-
ings  of, the City Council and

other related groups

:Renewal is bemg treated as &

political, rather than an “‘admin-
istrative”. or “pldnning” issue,
accordmg to Murrav .

" A recent sessmn wasfor or1en-
tation to the seminar series and

t¢ the basic mechames ‘of urban}.

renewaL

Present as. sources were John
Lee Johnson and Roy W1111ams
two young North End leaders,
and Mrs. Steven Fenves of the
Leacue of Women Voters.:

" Daily newspapers will be used
-to- keep the text current.

1the government 'is secured.

According 1o ‘Gensemer, the
| eurrent” two-week -delay  will

Aug 1 advertlsmg date. The
‘next possﬂgle date is Sept. 6. -

Money from the notes then

.~ would not be received until

.. “the. latter part of October,

by which time the orlgmal

- $1.1 million probably will

have been exhausted for sev-
eral weeks. '

Gensemer mentioned other
probable harmful . effects of the
delay

“Our property acqu1s1t10n pro-;
.gram is already a month behind
'schedule,” . Gensemer said:
£“This probably will mean that
-construction of public housing in

summer instead of ‘this fall.”

like" housmg project ¢annot: be
sold ‘to: the eounty housing auth-
ority until it has been’cleared,
| utilities made’ availdble and
new stréets built. -

".Due o weather problems,

" Before the large: group. was| much of this work now may

broken down into six-member |/
discussion was  desul-
tory. As in nearly every- school
class, most of the questions

~(‘P1ease turn to Page S, Col.. 6}

have to be postponed untj]
'spring. ©

“Tve. had other - contractors
tell me they want to build .in
the a.rea, ’ Gensemer-sdid, “but

they keep askmg. ‘When are

| make it impossible to meet the |

the area. will not begin until next|T0re  nursing . homes.

Her explamed that the land for ter,

5 Nursing Centers
eight state! area.

issued. charters dated :June ' 22
to. ‘the = following: Galesburg
Manor, Ine., Webster Bay Corp., o5

Ine,., "

Corporation.

All five swere 1ncorporated for
10,000 - shaﬁes of common Stock’
for' the putpose of owmng, con-
ducting "and operating “one. -or
Corre-’
|spondent listed is Lois: Clodfél-
‘Monticello Professlonal
Bldg Montlcello R

Kafhy Kessler Ai

Journdalism Camp

Kathy Kessler, 505 Park ‘Ha-
ven, C, .is: along. high ' school
students * from , throughout . the
nation attendmg a six-week ses-
sion of. the -journalism - d1v1$1on\
of the Midwestern - Music and
Art Canip at the Umver51ty ot
Kansas at Lawrence.

Issue Chaﬂefs’ -:Fori' o

Western' Ill1n01s Nursing Home, ',
First Avenue Nursing -~ .
|Home Corp. and meoln-Cotner S

Five new corporatlons have - .
been formed. for five Americatia: |
. [nursing centers in the company s

|~ Offices for the Amencana sys'= S
tem ‘are . if Monticello.. = :
Secretary of State Paul Powell - .







apsodies.

ainable. is a picture window,
sw - aluminum  siding, central
ating — or simply elevation
“minimum city standards.

In' Champaign’s .10-block ur-
an renewal area south of Brad-
Ave., nine dwellings, three
‘,hrough government loans, six
hrough grants, have been re-
,mblhtated and 13 homes are
seing upgraded by owners with-
a1t benefit of federal funds. -

‘azed homes, decrepit dwellings
y be demohshed and expanses
£ land awaiting development,
le most overt sign of progress
} the two - year - old urban re-
swal project is to be found in
e single family dwellings ‘that
“ve "been  rehabilitated and
rarded a certificate of achieve-
sht, meaning a structure now

me magazine er’cers mto %,

Sometimes, the seemingly un- I

occupants aged 62 or older, who'

most cases, ov NEE m.
more than 'che usual

Clifford Caldwell, 1

on- the sunporch of the hop
built himself in 1927 ‘and
larged in 1936. @
“Where is everyone?” he as ;
ed, referring fo the.exodus that{
occurred through relocation.
At age 73, Caldwell. qualified
for-a government .grant,” which
provides up to $3,000 to owner-

Cald-
0 ack: “I came here
16 from Tennessee. I serv-
ed in the Army and don’t have a
jail record, I've always tried to
be a good citizen, but I always
meant to'do SOMETHING.”

earn -less than $3,000 annually

ets required minimum stand-

or speud more than 25 per ceut! There are brand new awnings

[ “This. was my ideam
butlon o i

oom Wmdow,
[ steps Als

— wé didn’t'have
about the matter.”

But after the initia
c1sm, the ’Framers ap

ters had only‘ one bedro
girls slept ona rollawa '

“Our. home. is livable now,” Mrs. Nash said. /“We Want to
Mrs. Frazier said. “We can|builda garage next.”
really stretch out. And, the girls

room to entertam t.h.eu' friends.” | dent Kennedy and his w1fe Jac-

‘k‘.

“We're still  not ﬁhrough » '-,

There is a large- ﬂlummated'_ othi
are so pleased; they now have|photograph of the late Presi-

oigy: residence, the
e rear of the

it Thmgs aren’t
Mr, and Mrs. Eldridge Loxg, took every penny we had. U perti but. - we're proud‘ of
402 East Eureka St., purchased ban renewal is good in so far everythangwe ve done.”

‘\ ;




Pubhc Housmg

.. ByHal Alexander
The. Champalgn City Couneil

"is currently considering a pro-

posal by Councilman P a ul
Somers that the city take over
the ownership and administra-
‘tion' of all public housmg -within
the city limits.
' Councilmen on both:sides of
the urban renewal issue. have:
declared they would. support ‘an’
* investigation of that poss1b111ty
All public housing in the coun-
ty is currently operated and ad-
ministered by \the ‘Champaign
County -Housing  Authority,
‘which is ruled by a board ‘ap-
pointed by the Champaign’ Coun—
"ty Board of Supervisors.
_Somers-said he made his pro-
posal in the ‘closed study ses-
‘sion of the council Tuesday. He
‘hit the housing  authority for
‘what he considers -“dragging
their feet,” in connection with
‘units to be constructed as part

‘of the: Champalgn urban re—,

newal prolect

‘urban renewal called for clear-|

The housing authomty is to
build 60 umits of publi¢ housing
within the project area and 60
units -outside the area,: in" the
vicinity of Franklin Junior
High School.

Somers said the schedule for

ance of housing and other struc:
tures to begin Nov. 15, 1967
No-Construction,
- “As far as I can tell, the Pub- |
lic Housing Authority Won’t even
have-begun construction of the,
units at this time,” he said. -
Somers added he is concerned
that the people whose houses
were' being taken would not

ing available at that time.
“When I asked the city two

could move, they said the pub-
lic ‘housing units would be built
by the time they were needed »
Somers said.

Urban  Renewal Dxrectgr

have adequate relocation hous-,

years ago where these people]

ro] eets |
the fact the planned un1ts of
public housing would not be
available would cause \idition-

‘al  problems to his relocatwn
staff

“We have to consxder each
‘family individually and meet
their * housing . rieeds,” Gense-
mer said, “and the fact that
none of this public housing is,
‘available certamly creates a
problem.”

Ex1shng Housing

Gensemer said his depart-
ment hoped to use existing
public housing to some extent,
but was aware it was available
on a very limited basis.

Somers, an opponent of the
urban renewal plan, said the
fact the housing would not be
ready might result in people in
the area, “moving from one}
shack to another,” in effect|
solving no problems.

Gensemer " said no families |
would be ‘moved until standard,

UR Measure
‘To Council

| David Gensemer agreed th ay
o TF ¢ adequate: Housing: meeting their
i specific needs’ had. been located.

‘Fpublic’ “hotising--are ~not avail-f
'lable may mean:delays in. the |

:|they would - support an’investi-
‘igation of the possibility were
. /Robert P. Pope and Seely John-
'{ston, opponentsy of urban re-|
1 newal, and M. G. (Bob) Snyder|.
‘| and William Kuhne, proponents. |

. No Commitments

jwould not committ .themselves
‘lin favor of the possibility until

“The fact that these units’ of |:

program,” he added. ‘
Among councilmen who sald

The councilmen, however,|

I

KK K

55 Search

Tonght, -
" Another urbaﬁu ? newal mea-

sure will face the Champaign|
City Council when it meets at
7:30 p.m. Tuesday in the coun-
cil chambers.

The resolution appeaxs to be
ithe only controversial item on
‘a relatively short agenda.

It involves -the taking of bids
on $1,780,000 worth of loan notes
'to finance the urban renewal
project.

The resolution would author-
ize City Manager Warrén Brown-
ing to immediately determine
the best offer when the bids
are opened at 1 p.m. Aug. 15,
without waiting for City Coun-
cil action that evening.

. The courcil’s dction on the
measure is difficult to predict.

of town, leaving only three sohd

Mayor V1r°11 C. ‘Wikoff is out}.

)| ments. - 3
~ Mayor Virgil Wikoff is out of|

-

%

;isuch an 1nvest1gat1on was com-j
A3
. pleted.

i and I-would support such an’

-express an op1n1on on the is-
.| sue.”

‘ling -in the city is allowed by
"1 Mllinois law. . City attorney. Al-|:

i{Section 3 of the Illinois Revised|

“Tt sounds as if it certainly
needs lookmg into,” Pope said,|

investigation. ‘
Kuhne said he likewise Would

support -an . investigation - but
that it was “much too early tol:

Snyder echoed these sent1-'

town and could not be reached
for comment. , !
The: takeover of public hous-|’

bert Tuxhorn cited Chapter 67%, |:

Statutes, which states:

T& 'v:QGGVer -
0f Housing
Not Contested

By Hal Alexander

The Champalgn County ‘Hous-
fing Authority plans no -action to
attempt * to halt the possmle
takeover of public heousing oper-
lation and ownershlp within the
‘eity  of Champalgn by the cxty

council,
,» Harold Sloan of ¢ the housmW
lauthonty said: it “was’. “entlrely;
up to. the ‘city” whether they |
wanted rto.itake. over -thes fane-s
tion of the county housmg aut]
ority within the city limits :

Champaign - City - Councx man
“Paul Somers ‘has proposed’ the
city take over. the public hous:
‘ing. Other miembers’of the coun-|
il expressed support: for .an in-
vestigation of-the poss1b111ty Sk

“If the city decides they have|
‘a reason, the. state law: allows b
“It has been jg-“-

it Sloan said. .
‘done in many cases:’ .

Sloan: however’ broached a
‘technical problem involved -in|
‘'such a transfer. “If .the mayor|
twapts to fun the housing author-!
lity, he’d better: pick people he}
-can:yun,” he sa1d :
" A ‘housing authorify, accord-?
ing' to law, is & more or less|
autonemous body, . dependmg on
the" city -government only -for
appointment of members, Sloan
said.

“The. cxty ‘will not have any
more voice in the running of the
‘housing- authorlty than they do{
now,” Sloan said." ‘

Appomtments to ‘the county |

" housing authority aré made by
board of supervisors. Decisions

review by the'board.

Sloan, did. respond fo charges
|that the county authority had
been’ “dragging its feet” with
copstruction -of  public “housing

‘| urban renewal prograim.
Scmers listed the fact that 1o

réady by the. time -of. housmg

jor reason for-the city to’ det,
“We've been. accused of foot

over there hasn’t exactly, caught
Ifire,”’ ke said. .

| “There is, no reason we can’t
‘build the ‘housing for them: as

soon as they give us a space,”
ha caid .

Ithe chairman of .the' county|

by members ‘are not sub]ect to!

in comnection with Champaign’sy

| dragging — well, their program

3

pubhc housing units would bej.

I

clearance in the area as a ma-|,

~—

\ v1ous urban

-r,-i'\. ‘,o:“‘.\\‘ R

%,/W'
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UR HoslL ility Is Still Foctor

In Vote On Loan Note

By TONY BURBA
News-Gazette Staff Writer

A minor procedural resolution
related to urban renewal againi-

brought out the deep-seated dis-
‘sension over. the issue - within
‘the - Clty Councxl Tuesday- eve-
‘ning.

i~ The resolutlon was not one
ithat would materially affect the
‘execution of ;the project.

~ In preparation-for the taking
.of bids on $1,780,000 worth of
Joan notes Aug, 15, the resolu-
t10n authorlzed the city ‘man-
ager to 1mmed1ate1y notify the
Jowest bidder without waiting
for official council action. .

Nevertheless, the resolution,

which finally passed 4-2, result—
ed in a lengthy d1scuss1on in
‘which:
L Councﬂman Seely Johnston
suggested stopping ,the whole
renewal program so 'the “counieil
could study a new state housmg
aid program.

2., Councilman Paul Somers;
one of three councilmen bit-
‘terly opposed to renewal, deliv-
‘ered ‘harsh criticism of the ur-
‘ban renewal department and the
city‘ manager, implied eriticism

of hlS fellow renewal opponents,
but finally voted  in favor of |
the resolution.

S Some of the councilmen
favpm trenewal finally began
to refl§ fo ‘some of ‘the tactics
and unanswered statements of
the opponents.

To Finance U B

Mayor Pro Tem Frank School—
ey, presiding in the absence of
Mayor Virgil Wikoff, explained
that the loan notes were being
soldto finance the -execution of
urban renewal.

The ' city already has out-
standing a loan of $700,000 from
the federal government at an
interest rate of 5% per cent,
he said.

The $1.7 million in loan notes
would be sold to private buyers
and probably would- carry an
interest rate of only 4 per cent.
That would permit the city to
pay off the higher interest fed-
eral loan and have enough ad-
ditional money to carry the pro-
gram through the current fis-
cal year.

Bids

Otto Kerner settmg up a state
agency to make short-term, no-
interest loans to non' - profit
groups to begin construction of
housing for low-income families, |
The project costs would later
be. refinanced through federal |
agencies on long~term mortgage
loans.

“T don't see why we’ should
be concerned with the speed
with which we get this. money,*
Johnston said.. “We're already
going so slowly ariyway that we'
are not getting ‘anything. done 2
Asks For Study

Evidently working on the as-
sumption that the councﬂ WouLd
be voting on whether to adver-
tise the sale, Johnston suegestf
ed deferring consideration of
the resolution for';two weeks,"
so the council could _study the
state’ bill.

“Maybe we could a,pply for
enough money to replace our .
urban -renewal - project,”. he '
said.® ;
Somers asked why the adver- )

# Johnston began the discussion  did
by presenting an Iilinois house

bill recently signed by Gov.i

Couhidii
For

. By Hal Alexander .

* The Champaign City Counc1l
passed an urban renewal. meas-
ure 42 Tuesday ‘night, w1th

couricilman Paul Somers for the

first time voting on the pos1t1ve
side of the issue. -

The resolution allows the c1ty
manager to .advertise for bids
on $1.78 million in- loan notes
land to determine the bést bid
of those submitted.

. Somers, who has voted
lagamst or abstained on afl pre-
renewal votes,

"enewal Loan Bids 1

1by being able to invest $500,000.1

L
i

tcouncil had authérized ‘the sale |

vid Gensemer rephed that the i

of all notes as needed May-2;:
the same meeting. at which ups
b;n renewal finally: was accept-
e i
Schooley noted that bes1des g
the savirgs. in interest by re- g
fmancmg the . city Iloan- c1ty’
federal loan, the city-would: gain.

‘legislation'

g gave the council the necessary
‘margin for passage. Mayor Vir-

gil’ Wikoff who has voted with
the majority in the normal 4-3
votes, was absent from the
meeting.

Despite the fact he voted in
favor of the proposal, K Somers
registered a strong, and at
times ~angry, protest against
what he termed “legislating at

| the point of a gun.”’

He -accused the urban renew-
al department of ‘‘presenting
at the 11th bour,”

Housmg Inspectlon

Pope Asks Homeowners to Demand Warrants.

- - — -

e m aklava it 4hWA wanTimantian |l

even had a chance to examme
the proposal. g

“If this happens again at any
meeting with six people, you’l
be "hanged with .a 3-3 vote,”
Somers teld Urban Renewal Di-
rector David Gensemer.

not an endorsement of this ca-

gram.””
Loan Notes

The application of the loan
notes will allow the: city to pay
back the.funds at about 4 per
cent interest, whereas thev are

federal loan at 5% per cent.
“T don’t llke the idea of turn-

N L

Somers said also his vote was!,
to “save the people of the city|
vf Champaign some, money—|

and said the-council had notf

tastrophic’ urban renewal pro-

currently paying back a direct|

jof the note sale proceeds- on ] :
| short-term basis. 1
.. Johnston, asked Schooley,‘
Don't you even want 16 ..gol
inte a study session and con-'x
jsider this other thing2” =
‘ Schooley quickly replied, “I'm
| always interested in doing what|
'will help the citizens of, Cham- ‘
paign. :

“I am aware of this legisla-
tion and I think it eould be
supplemental to what we're al|
| ready doing, But I think it’s nec-
essary that we- get this urban
renewal Dproject started ” he
said. - :
Councilman M. G." Snyder "
agreed with Schooley, adding, }
“We have an obhgatmn to -pro-
ceed with. . this' program. We
have committed ourselves toit.
“The city already has 1nvest-

4 ad oann nan _roo2u




Pope 'tuesday eve-
residents to demand
yrrant before- admit-
using inspectors into

oving toward a po-
already,” he said,
owners  should take
f all legal remedies
hile they still can.””
m’'s most conservas
man spoke to break
» in an exchange bes
ng inspection oppons
rd Smith, 611 W.
and Mayor Pro.Tem
oley.

ted that the city has
yusing inspections on
d voluntary basis’™
nding them Wwhen a
ame- Court decision
d . down ' permitting
y require search war-
r'e admitting inspec-

-"

lOllS ’
izen admitted an ine
| he fotnd a violation,
voluntary for him to
ith asked.

replied, 1 “would
ne who. voluntarily
n inspector would be
orrect a violation.”
essed, “Then I could
at homeowner would
1ed . to correct the vio-
ccording to the cure
muin = housing ordi»
ure to make correct
s.a criminal offénse.
n make any supposie
wish,”. Schooley - re.
an’t answer the que_s-

Absent

y the quesnon had not
cht up since the in-
esumption, and both
gil -Wikoff and City
Jarren Browning were
1 and absent from. the

Smith said, “if ‘any-
er pushed I promise
11 be quite a court

nued, *“The city has

Ice . requiring that all
o0Ts .open outward, to
wds to. escape fires.

ck downtown, I found -

's .opening inward.
homeowner is ever
1 & code * violation,
tain to be'a malfeas-
on - included in the
he concltided.

" |delay ‘in accepting the -bids

L UAR YT AL mameemn o

‘However, Councxlman Paul |,
M. Somers;, also an“ opponent
1of. urban renewal has indicated
ke ‘may vote in. favor:of the;
1 resolition, because the - city is|
committed - to: the - project; and

could  ‘cost - a considerable |
{amount of money.. - 5
Schooley, ‘as ‘senior councild
man, is ei:pected 40. presidé

over ‘the meetmg in Wikoff'®

| | absence. Browning also is oé
"vacatlon and " will not atteng

the . meetifig.. - E
The only other items on:thy

{agenda- include several annexy

| ation ordinances and final ado;_

tion -of health codes governi

1food Vendmg ) ?
£}

PR

I WILIL . CESPECL ' L0 any. Cly.
Wlthm the county, the county|
{authority shall’ have;no power!
Jto 'initiate’ any,.firther . projecty

Within: such city .. . ‘and the

! authorlty ‘so’ created shall take |:

over all property and obhgatmns
ithin® such city . . . of the

Thus the city council, merely

'\ by passing a resolution to create.
a housing ‘authorify board of its|
jown choosing, could in effect
jtake over the operation and ad-
;{ministration of all public hous-
ing within the c1ty hrmts 1m— :
v'medtately oo s
‘| A source in: the c1ty govern-

| ment ‘said the’ ‘probable proced-{

ure if such a motion were

1 passed would be for the attori
+neys of the city .and the housing |,
tauthority to confer- on' further?,
.| implications
|transter of property t1tles andy
4 exmtmg records. :

involved in the

County. authority previously in-}-
{ cluding it within its area of -op-
\jeration and such. county author-
; ity shall have no’ turther ]urls~'
Jdiction over property within the

“territory of such city.” - \ '

.ishe . noted. .

1$3,000;
I hookup,

public housmg,
Somers, is to -have somewhere|i
to move tle people Whose hous-

es are cleared.

“They keep saymg we should '
|build outside the area’ néw,”
Sloan said, referring to “the 60
units to be built near Franklin
Junior . High = School.

think taking. two bids for these-.
vnits is wrong.”’

Sloan 'said there “was & time|-
when the city asked the two
parts be bl.lllt all at once.”

according - tof ?
g said.

legal remedies available,”

he

The comments were made in

Supreme. Court decision which
seemed to demand warrants

for mspectors

“But. |

¢

", By TONY BURBA
. News-Gazette Staff Writer

dents who will lose the homes

newal may be helped to buy
other homes by & group
newly formed in Champaign.

tion.

A spokesman sa1d the group s
members prefer;fo remain ant
onymous. All are women.

. The group’s efforts apparent-

|1y will be directed toward help-’
ing owners who will get relative~;

ly. . little .money for their ex-
isting properties — not enough

on the open market:

the women’s group.
Existing Buildings
The key - to

buildings as a basis.

in’ project- areas destined for
total cléearance.

The . woren’s group plans . ‘to
purchase such houses,

habilitate them. -

project. .
““The farther we -0, the mo
it costs.to move the building

She ;. gave the followmv cost
breakdown'’ estlmate for the €
tire projecty cost of mew 1‘
$1,500-$2,000: -moving, - $1,0
-$1,5001 ‘rehablhtatlon B $1,5
m1sce11aneous i

Northeast neighborhood resi-|

they own because of urban re-|

The ‘group has been charter-}.
ed- as a not-for-profit corpora-|

move’
{them to new locations and re-'

According. to the spokesman,g
theé houses would probably ‘be
moved to other lots in conserva-
{{tion areas of the urban renewal‘

In elecdﬁ n-

homes by urban renewal would

be given priority in -purchase =

ing the homes, she said. .
Right now, the key to the

project lies in the city’s willing- "~
ness to sell rehabilitable homes "
to the women at a nominal ™

cost. )
The City Council apparenily

has not,yet discussed the idea, -

formally or infortnally, several

council spokesmen said.

The group thus far has about
20 members,
said.

the spokesman °

The women intend to finance

the moving. and repair work
through bank loans, the spokes-

|man said. The loans would be’
to purchase  a ‘$tandard home

repaid when the house was pur«

4 chased.

Standard homes that can. bej’
owned outright for $6,500-$8,000,.
including a lot, are the goal’ of

However, city Urban Renew-
al Director David Gensemer

suggested the program ‘might

-{be financed with no 'visk" what
lever to private lenders.

such 1ow-cost
properties is the use of exxstmgﬁ

Cite State Bill ]
‘A state bill presented to the

1City Council Tuesday evening °
A number of" staridard and’
_rehablhtable homes are located|i

by Councilman Seely. Johnston

in an attempt to ‘halt the re-

newal program ‘may  ‘provide

for state financing, Gensemer N

said.

Signed by Gov. Otto Kerner
Monday, the bill provides for
the creation of a state housmg
authority with the power to lend
up to $100 million as' “seéed”

mongy for low-income-family

Housing.

| The authority was set up pri-. ~
.,rnarlly to ‘tnaKe: short-term, no- ¥
|interest loans to groups to start: :

housing prOJects under- federal
programs. The long-term then

would ‘be. agsuined by ‘the- fed-' :

eral government

* The short- terni loan could be

paid back as soon as the house :

. However, Gensemer sa1d the
women’s group might beable 6. ¢
apply for: funds to:finance’ their -
moving and rehabilitation: work, -

wasg” purchased

The program was resumed on
a ‘“voluntary basis” affer city
attorney Albert Tuxhorn issued
an opinion saying the court deci-

_smn would not .affect such a

‘program.

Under the present plan hous-
ihg inspectors will not enter a
'house if the owner objects.

Bernard Smith,. an avid op-
ponent of the housing: inspec-
tion program, who appears at
althost every city council meet-
ing to speak ‘against it, asked
Tuesday night if the voluntary
program also meant that repairs
which eity inspectors sald were
needed were also.voluntary.

Mandatory Repairs.

Councilman Frank - Schooley
said if the inspectors were ad-
mitted voluntarity by the home-
owner, needed repairs would
be mandatory, as prov1ded m
the city code.

-In -other action- Tuésday, the
| councﬂ gave final [passage to an,

ages. The new code is more
|'stringent in sanitary methods.
_Councilman -William Kuhne
asked if any restaurant opera-
tors had requested to see the
code in the last two-weeks, since
the council placed it on passage
City Clerk Walter Ba1ley ai
they had not. o

ordinance adopting “th I3UE,..S.
pubhc health serv1ce s newpcode

was done at the requ,est of the:
|Champaign - Urbana“ ‘P u7b11c
Health District.

The council approved plans

Manor, on S. Ist Street.
liminary and final plan appr al
also was given for "Mayu: rd
Lake second subdivision. - ’

Southwood eighth subd1v151on
was annexed to the cily, as was
|a lot in Lincolnshire subdivision.
| The council accepted the low
‘bids for sale of air conditioners
land motorcycles no longer need-
ied by the city.

ordinance adoptmg Hinew code/,,
for vending of foods and bever-|,

"1$1,780,000. 1oan at 4

The council also. pas,s’l am

on food service sanltatlon Thls P

for phase two of Southern FlI‘St

woula make pObblple a wceal
program. ‘

The law to wh1ch he refered
was House Bill 1482 which creat-:
ed a State Housing Development
Author1ty, which eventually willl
make finds available to’ nen-]
profit “organizations. involved. ‘in,
" iproviding better. housmg in M-}
linois cities: The funds ‘would be|
loaned at ng interest.

Gensemer .said he - was fa-
miliar with: the action and that it
could be utilized within the pro-
gram to create housing for those
persons who will be displaced.
He said; however, it could not
replace the program
Aﬂ'empted Stall -

Johnston attempted to stall
the urban renewal : proposal on
.the. agenda by asking the coun-
cil. to look into - the ‘new law

“before gomg any. £arther Wlth‘
urbana renewal.”

“We ‘shotildn’t be concerned
with the speed” of the program—
that speed'nas |

and the inferest on the proposed’

er cent
would comé to $60,000 4 year ‘[
“T.can see Very. httle avmgsl
incolved in- th1s proposal ? . he!
said.
Councilman Frank Schooley,
sointed - out, however, that. th%u
000" was: not . adequate 4 or;
urhat renewal: department;
to- operate. for the next. year.:
The proposal,, hei said, “would |

*ermterest R et s

g, L St it B'n e S

ovide necessary funds at low- ,
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R councﬂ where we have.
. late under

e

: prosect If

Iseen action. that
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“Yes” -and Johnsfon and
cilman Robert P. Pope’
voted: “Ng” when ‘Somer,
came to vote R

4T don't hke servm

‘have voted i

; the -entire ""‘interes_ " rat

he - concluded “before- c '

“reluctant yes” vote

b -
= SRR



CAC to, Present

a recommel
.iChampaign ol

rst or a second
cause it is in

-

&restoration ne pady

i " Committée shape than the itizens Ad:
sg{Barr is tryi .

1¢ {meeting betwi e to des1gnate )

a- ]

uecfor Dagld Gense-
g A trlp_ to- Can—

( a’ﬁor second—
i%deré’l funds can , ‘,h
: 1d :

$6 Mllhonz' vL

ik

asy
“Itamll take at least 90 days,”
he said, *“‘and I will have to get]
some HUD officials down here|:
; p:@s soon as some décision)-
ched. We are going to have
to be: qu1te speclflc on areas;we

LyS

tion of the "
Fourth and

-y

géographlc proxi
of I, to. obtaih the

1 0,111 ‘havé to‘“beﬁ”d’
CCC “mermbér
_[Johnson addressed the group
mizthe committee

linois Central trz}c‘, s§

Averue, and- anh i
‘ renewal work. . o

cond year, Th1s, h’
of jmore in line-wy
is-{timetable on the
prov1de them 1an‘

R S

dicated Wednesf
of I should be‘




103 uuu LIYUMMY Ml e vmse o
in | falk to them. I suggest we speak

bers to’ make private
2d | with them so when we talk about menl
their needs and desires we have windshield surveys of the area

E— - to refamlharlze themselves with
the deterioration and be better
able to make some sort of a
'recommendation.

e

Barr :' also askKeu s MAVEG o)

A

TR S RN

~

Yt

disignated for-first ye oup. sho
under¥he program. ecommendation for the ¢

She ‘addedthat the city coufd cil to considler.at its Ma
taclgh the eastern end, near the meetmg .

C-ityw submits
renewal fund
applications ..

(Continued from Page 3)

& BRADLEY = AVE.
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1

]what s
isign. to: the " city couneil,’ ‘which|
he--final - cho1ce of

to those applications already
“in the pipeline” when Presi-
dent Richard M. Nixon signs
the measure into law.

Since the Champaign appli- . .
.cation arrived in the Chicago
HUD office Friday, it should
qualify, Genemer said. :

E‘—:i GEeote] P

-
0 o

1

-': F —

Extra year
If the execution contract
were ready for approval now,
for example, the $239,000 that
the U. of 1. spent on land -
acquisition in 1963 ‘could be
added ‘to the $3.1 million
‘spent from 1964 to the pres-
ent for a total of more than
$3.3 million in non-cash cred-
its to help offset the city’s
share. .,

- Meanwhile, the. city  still
plans to close out its first
urban renewal project, en-
closed by the solid black line
on the map, on schedule next :

.. May 15.

Relocation officers still are
“having problems finding new
homes for two large families,

Gensemer sdid last week, -
askinghelp from.the Citizens .
~Advisory Comm1ttee on Ur-

- ban Renewal..:

. . The‘only two pther famlhes
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ect, afea residents will be RENEWALAREAS Sl N : R T
: orgamzed into groups to give A map of Northeast Cham~ “ahd the proposed second area, racks on the west,” University
‘them ' part101patlon in' plan-. paign shows the first urban tentatively called Project Ili- Avenue on the south, and
. ping the . Wprk Gensemer renewal area, enclosed by the . ni, bounded by Project 1 on Wright Street on the east.
- stressed.” i " solid- black line at the top, the north, the. illinois Central
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By Hal Alexander
. A controversy which may
alter the usual 43 vote on ur-

|ing . among. members of the
| Champaign City Council.

The specific: problem fs. the
price to pay:for the old egg
powdering plant on N. Poplar
Street in the urban renewal
Project 1 area. Some council-
men who have voted in favor

lof all urban renewal questions
tare reported to be in agree-

ment with the three opponents
that the suggested offer is too
high.

The price’ suggested as maxi-
muin by the city’s urban re-

|newal department is $213,000.

This was the higher of two ap-
praisals of the -property by out-
side firms; the other apprais-

'al was $205,000. -

!".Members' of the council and
other city officials, toured the

|

building last weék with a rep-
resentative of the U.S. Housing

{and Urban Development Region-

al Office in Chicago and a rep-
resentative of Standard Brands
Inc., owners of the property.

According to one councilman,
“We found the place had a nice
concrete -basement — with
about four mches of water in
t b

It was also reported that in-
sulation had fallen from the
walls in places, and as another
councilman put it: “The place
was kind of a mess.” -

The first sign of a change in
the ' regular voting pattern
came when a member of the
council who has voted in faver
of all previous urban renewal
questions suggested a price be
offered which was below both
the appraisals.

The offer, according to sev-
eral who were there, was. not
acceptable to the representative
of the owner.

Thus, if the council can not
resolve the issue through nego-
tiation, the issue will probably
be resolved in court.

Councilman Paul Somers said
the Standard Brands represen-
tative told members of the
council that if the price were
unacceptable, his company
would consider renovating the
old plant for its intended pur
pose.

“If that is the case, I'd say
we certainly wouldn’t want to
acquire it,”” Somers said. “I

anythlng would be a facility like
that in the north end to prov1de
jobs.”

Somers also suggested that if

UR Finances
Still Disputed |

In

( Contmued From Page 3)

Council

think what we need more than|

. ways to finance the urban re-|

newal program has not diminish-
ed despite the 42 vote in the
last council meeting. The vote
allowed a procedural change in
taking bids for $1.78 million in
loan notes for the project.

In that vote, Councilman Paul|

Somers joined three of the usual
proponents to vote in favor.
Mayor Virgél Wikoff, a propon-
ent in the usual 43 vote, was
absent from the meeting.

At the meeting, Councilman|”
. Robert P. Pope, an opponent,|

said he could see little savings
in borrowing $1.78 .million at 4

clave in a residential area.”
Somers said this .could be

the urban renewal plan. " |

.Other city officials ‘disagreed
with this view, however, say-
ing such an action would des-
troy the continuity of the plan.

Urban Renewal Director Dav-
id Genseémer said the property
on which the egg plant stands
‘would be used as part of a
park, near the public housing
development, and as part of a
planned 221 (d) (3) housing
project.

That type housing is bullt by

low-interest loans from the gov-

by persons who take ‘the hous-
ing.. Gensemer said a local

221 (d) (3) housing project
there.

If the city can not reach

agreement with the seller, it
also has the option of institu-
ting eminent domain proceed-
ings in court.
The court would then deter-
mine the price to be paid after
|receiving testimony from both
| sides.

property owner would demand
the appraisal prices of the prop-
erty be brought into the court
record and, according to Gen-
semer, the court would choose
“at least the maximum apprais-
al.”

The appraisals of the proper-
ty were made by two indepen-
dent appraisers, one local and
one from St. Louis, at two dif-

per cent for a year and just

LR N EV e mmad dnbavaed

‘ferent times.

Gensemer said court action on

‘such a question would probably |
take two years. According to
the urban renewal land acquis-|;
‘tion plan, the egg plant proper-
ty is one of the first slated for|:
' aequisition.

The setting of a maximum of-

fer, however, remains with the|
| council. , :
“I have informed the council

that I would, of course, follow
their lead in any way,” Gense-
mer said.
Renewal Financing
Dispute Not Over

_The disagreement within the

the. Standard Brands' represen-:
tative would not accept ‘the|
council’s offer that the building |-
be left “as an indusirial en-

done with an amendment fo|

non-profit organizations utilizing |

ernment, which are .paid back|

church is currently planning a}

It is known, however, the|

Short Agenda
For Council

Venewal

“ By TONY BURBA
News-Gazette Staff Writer
Four more purchases of pro-

perty have been closed by the
‘Champaign - urban renewal de-
partment

According to - Director David
“Gensemer, the sales were
closed during the past week.

The ‘four houses -are ‘at 408%
E.. Beardsley, 217 E. Bradley,
‘918 N. Poplar and 607 E. Eureka.
All except the ohe on KEureka
'are. scheduled for eventual de-
molition. .

In addition, Gensemer sai d
the owners of seven- othen_ pro-
perties have signed agreements
to- sell their proprety, and the
deals' will be closed. as city
lawyers finish clearing the titles.

He expressed optimism on the
_possibility of successfully mak-
ing a deal to purchase the aban-
doned egg powdering plant on
'N. Poplar St.

-The egg plant, with an ap-
pra1sed value of $213,000, is the
Targest property to be bought by|:
the department.

‘However, an evident stale-
mate over the price to be paid
'was . reported during the first
'stage of ,negotiations with the
plant OWners..

Gensemer said a second
offer hdd beem sent to the
New York office of Standard -
Brands Corp. following con-
sultation with the City Coun-
cil earlier this week.

“We feel that as a result of
this, a closing may be not far
in the future;,” he said.

No price has been set yet for
Ithe second largest property in
the area, a junk yard just south

‘ed.

He said ‘his departrnent s0°

far has not run into any com-.
plete stalemates in negotiating
Ifor properties. -

He conceded that the city
,would hkely have to file emin-
some’ properties. '

He  further admitted that
" these could delay -execution
of the project to a consider-

In Champaign

! The Champaign City Council

wrill Fano a5 rothan chAnt soanda

Buy 4 More Urban

1 //é/l

Patce

able extent, especially if any
of the properties to be con-
demned were in areas sche-
duled for total clearance to
permit the building of hous-
ing projécis.

Eminent domain actions norm-|’
ally take about one year in the |

courts. Gensemer said, however,’

that the city of Springfield has|'
“found some way of speeding|
up the procéedings. I 1mag1'ne‘

our own lawyers can use the)
same type of procedure.”

Currently the city is only ac-
tively seeking to. buy property
on N. Poplar St. and N. Ash St.
to clear that area for the con-
struction of a 60-unit public
housing area.

- However, none of the five pro-
perties purchased by the c1ty S0
far are in that area.

Although the department is not
actively negotiating to buy pro-
perties in other. parts of "the
progect area, the city will close
deals in those parts as soon as
‘possible upon request of an own-
er.

At City Counczl

Urb an | *enewal Houses

of the egg plant J ensemer add-l

lent domain proceedings to get

By Hal Alexander ,

The proposed agreement be-
tween the city of Champaign and
Champaign Homes Inc., a.not-
for - proflt corporation,. will'
come up for action at Tuesday’s
council meeting. - " - ’

Action on the proposed agree-
ment was postponed at the last
meeting, when the council voted
to have the city attorney ex-
amine the agreement to. make

certain it did not conflict with

any actions taken by the councﬂ
in the past.

City. Manager Warren Brown—‘;
ing said Monday morning. the

proposed agreement speclfled
the city would sell: urban re-

Inewal area homes to the group

for $1.

The corporation, composed of f

about 15 local women, ‘would

then move the houses to a’ Jof!
not in a clearance area re-

ay S @H ,,g;_._

l’

must f1rst be offered to the

prevmus owner, then to displac- ‘

ed indigents and as a 'last re-
sort, could be- sold to any others,
He said the same criteria used
by the public housing ‘authority
to ‘determine . poverty would bej.
uséd by Champdign’ Homes ‘ne.
accordmg to the terms of the
proposed agreement. . '~

*'The council Tuesday will also
consider a proposal by -the ur-
ban.renewal department-that the
demolition " of structures in the

“iproject 1 area be let to one

company on a two year bas1s
Dav1d Gensener urban renew-

al director,. sa1d the single’ con-|

tractor could then destroy ‘the
houses' as’ they - became ava1l-
able.

The proposal -could:. draW op-

,iposition from some. ecuncilmen |
who believe ‘a local firm might|
- |not get the. contract.

Browning said ‘Monday that

opening of bids on four-trucks|

and two passenger vebicles to

be purchased by the city, prev-|

fously . scheduled for ‘Tuesday,

jwould be postponed.
He said some: compames had|

not received complete informa-
tion on prices for their
1968 lines.

The city will. also authonze

‘contracts for engineering stud-

ies. for certain street improve-
ment’ projects scheduled for
1968. .

AN N




willicun -PLOU VUV 1lad alicauy voou
paid the government for plan-
ning assistance, could not.

Not Only Thrifty

* Urban Renewal : Drrector

vid Gensexner dgreed He’ 'said

“operation-of  his department
ot a ‘one-year. basis would" not
‘only save the city money at the
lower interest rate, but was
necessary to keep the program
going. -

“Here is .a sunpllfled ex-.
ample,” he said. #If you need
$200 for two weeks, do. you bor-
‘row $100 for one week at 5 per
cent intérest and then another

. $100 the next week for' 5 per
cent interest, or do you borrow
$200 at 4 per cent: mterest to
begin with.”

Gensemer said hJs offlce had ‘

calculated its budget for each
of the next three 'yeafs, and
federal auditors had ‘examined
it and found all was in order.
“The city ' council authorized
the transfer of about $250,000
in locally collected utility tax
funds to our department to start
the program,” Gerisemer ssaid.
“With. this we. started rehabili-
tation projects and initial land
acquisition and relocatlon of
families.”
“Then, in order to keep going,
‘We borlowed $907,000 from the

federal government at ‘5% per |

cent. ‘When regular procedure
‘allowed us to advertise for and

: accept bids for a year’s opera-.

tion, at a lower interest rate,
we requested the $1.78 nnlhon
. in loan notes,” he said.

Pope said, however, that while
he saw the point of the lower
interest  rate; “I'm not:ctie who

“believes in giving governmental
‘spenders any more than absol-
utely necessary.”’

‘ He disputed a point made at

'the council meeting that invest:
:ing the excess funds gained in

“the borrowing of the $1.78: mil- |

< Tion . would necessarlly beneflt
;.the taxpayers in the city.

“ W was pointe
meetmg that “th

ney -n:0.t

d out at 'the‘

=needed 1mmed1ate1y would -be |

 recommendations for urban re-

ized by a group of Champaign!

|the city, move them. from ur-

| Warren Brownmg, the  agree-
|ment to be proposed by the
leity will stipulate that the for-
jmer. owners should have - flrst

‘bid on individudl properties or|

‘during the next: two years of

‘dealers, have not. been notified |
of manufacturer’s:. prlces “for

.7 30 p.m. in' the council cham-

LYW ALE DAL WAV MO b

These are the proposed. agreé-
ment beétween the city - and
Champaign - Homes, Inc. and a

newal demolition procedures for
thé urban renewal projéct.
Sl

‘Move. Old Houses L

Champaigh Homes, Inc., a|

not-for-profit corporation organ-{

women, is seeking fo. buy. re-}
habilitable. houses -acquired by

ban renewal clearance .areas,
rehabilifate them ‘and sel] them‘
at-low cost i ‘

Accordmg to. City Manager‘

priority in buyrng the rehah
tated houses. i ., f
Next pr1or1ty would g«
other families displacedy
ban Ttenewal, followed,
families who could q?

public housing. o
UR Contract . v
"The recommendation T

contract for urban renewal dem—
Slition” is ' expected o suggest’
that contractors: be allowed to}

all properties to be demolished

the project. .

The .council will postponc re-
ceiving bids on ‘four new trucks
and two ' cars because, aceord-|
ing to Browning, many- Jocal]

1968 rhodels. ‘
The meeting “will bedm at

bers- on “the ‘second: floor of the
C1ty Buildm°

Right To Buy

UR Houses |

By TONY BURBA
News-Gazette Staff Writer

Champaign Homes, Inc. was
given the last green light need.
ed for its home rehabilitatic
operations Tuesday . evening

when the Champaign City Coun-

cil voted to sell houses to the
eorporation for $1- each.

In an unusual situation, the
agreement barely squeakec
through despite a 6-1 vote.

City Attorney Tuxhorn tol:
the council the sale of any ecity
broperty required approval by

"~ & three-quarters vote, meaning

that two “no”’ votes would de-
feat the measure.

However, ' only Councilman
P. Pope voted against th e
agreement.

Councilman Seely Johnston
said he would vote ‘Yes,” but
he wanted to make it clear that
ﬂ}e' agreement was not exclu-
sive.

“We would welcome partici-
pation by any other groups will-
ing to work in this. field,”
Johnston said.

Counc1lman Paul Somers, who

“often joins Pope and Johnston

in opposition to urban renewal

related measures, savored af
brief moment of glory before‘

casting a ‘‘yes” vote.

“This is the first time my
vote has meant a thing,” Som-
ers said. v

In the alphabetical roll.call,
Somers votes last, and most
votes are decided before his
turn comes up.

Vote Needed
On the agreement, however,‘

-the vote was 5-1 when Somers

turn came and his vote ‘was;
needed to pass the measure.
Pope said he was voting
” because he was “not con-;
vmced this is the best way to[

‘:

‘handle it.”

Last ‘week, Pope sugges*““'“1
that the . corporation, comp -
entirely - of ‘local women, ‘.
Bot experienced enough to iuc
cessfully handle the operatlon

The women plan to buy re-
habilitable - homes that would ¢
otherwise be demolished for
ban renewal, move them to .

- er sites and repair. them.

The homes would ‘be sold #u:!
the cost of movmg,e ‘new. i

i»
I

and rehabilitation, . probably; ..

about $6, 000- to. $8, 000.
1

Sept 22
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| standards and resold at cost- to

{ed, according- to ‘James Wil

|for some of the properties in the
prea, Williams said, becausel -
{they were owned by churches or

- [“We have had ho complaints so

28 Homes
Added to UR

Twenty - eight more homes
will be purchased in Cham-
|paign’s Urban Renewal Phase
I area within the next' two
weeks; bringing the total to 45.
Director David* Gensemer said
this week that the 17 homes al-

about 10 per cent of the total
number of homes expected to be
bought.
| The Champaign City Council
Monday voted to enter into an
agreement with Champaign
Homes, Inc., a non - profit
‘corporation of local women, for
the disposal of homes in the
area. L

The group ;will purchase the
homes for a ‘token payment of
$1. Then the homes will be
brought up to proper housing

persons dislotated by the Ur-
bana Renewal project.
ban Renewal project.
out of the area and repaired
will be destoryed.

Six families' from the Urban
Renewal area have been relocat-

liams, -UR relocation director.
Six other families have mnew|

./homes and are in the process of |

moving.
- Relocation Was unnecessary

‘businesses. -
--fThings aré gomg along very,
smoothly so-far,” Williams said.

‘far, We do: expect there will be

Vsome problems later on.”

PurchaseList

ready purchased  constitute|

Tﬁ‘esday ¢
procedure for .
substandard‘_ prope

c1ty w111 accept bids:
'ual proper’aes, grou)

area

Clty Manager ‘
z©

“The” demplition
w111 begih someti
ter and‘ contmue
years !
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By Darlene Napady
Of The Courier
A number of streets in

* what is known as Cham-

paign’s Northeast Neighbor-
- First in series

hood are lined with Jlarge
trees \and tidy, well - kept
homes that make the area
appear anything but a candi-

-date for urban reneyal. :
Newcomers te Champaign-

Urbana frequently are puz-

" zled to learn that the area,.
~althou g h predommant-

ly black,
slum.

is con51dered a

A closer inspection, of -

course, reveals a number of
d11ap1dated structures inter-

- mixed with the well-cared-

for homes. And entire tracts
in the western and northern
parts resemble familiar pho-
tographs of the most impov-

«. erished parts of Appalachia.

The entire area, bounded
by Bardley Avenue on the
north, the Illinois Central
tracks on the west, Univer-
sity Avenue .on the south,
and Wright Street on the

. east was tentatively desig-

EDITOR’S NOTE: On
Oct. 28 the Champaign City
Council was presented with
a proposal for finishing Ur-
ban Renewal work in the
remainder of the city’s
northeast neighborhood.
The prOJect is expected to
cost as much as $20 mil-
lion, of which the city

: would have to provide more

than $700,000. Darlene Na-
pady, Courier reporter, de-
scribes the program, meth-
ods of financing and work
already accomplished in ur-

ban renewal here in a se- ,

vies of articles, of which
this is the first.

nated for urban renewal un-
der a plan approved by fed-
eral officials in November,
1964. .

But actual renewal work
has been undertaken only in
the northern tip, above
Grove Street.

Clearance, rehabilitation,
and related activities on
these 66 acres, called Project
I, are scheduled to be com-
pleted by next May, although
actudl rebuilding will {ake

longer.

Now the Champaign City
'Couneil must decide whether
it will authorize more urban
renewal work in the remain-
ing 160 acres.

The first step would be ap-
proval of an application, pre-
sented last week by a pri-
vate planning firm, for $640,-
000 in federal funds to plan
remaining renewal work.

Although this had been
done as part of the plan ap-
proved 1in 1964, conditions

have changed, requiring con- -

siderable updating.
A-proposed budget, drawn

‘up in conjunction with the

application, places total cost
at more than $20 million.
This includes $1.5 million in
relocation payments and
$300,000 in - rehabilitation
_grants ‘to be paid entlrely
by the federal government
and $2 million to be recov-
ered through the resale of
cleared land. J
Not committed

As its share the city would
have to put up $4.2 million,
of which more than $700,000
probably will have to be in
cash.

But, contrary to what city

Champalgn proceedmg cautiously

‘on next Urban Renewal project

officials previously. 'had . be-
lieved, approval of the plan-
ning grant application appar-
ently will not commit the
city to ge ahead with the
entire project.

As Paul Szymanski, a rep- |

resentative of Candeub-Fles-

sig, the planning firm that

prepared the application, told
the council at a recent study
session, the city’s only finan-
cial obligation would be the
stamps to mail the package
to the regional office of the
Department . of Housmg and
Urban Development in Chi-
cago.

The city would mot even
have to pay back the $640,
000 if after planning it de-
cides not to go ahead 'with
actual work.

But this amount would be
included in total projeet cost,
to be shared by the city and
federal government, if the

project actually is undertak-'

en.

In the past the council has
been reluctant to apply for
more planning funds for fear
this would commit the city
to going through with the
project against its will or

L

coughing up several hiumdred
thousand dollars to pay back
the grant.: / .

* Another factor in the coun-
eil’s reluctance has been

" what Mayor Virgil Wikoff

called more than a year ago
“tangible results” from Proj-
ect I

At that time Wikoff told
the Citizens Advisory Council

on Urban Renewal that nei-
ther he nor any other mem-
ber of the couneil would be
likely to approve planmng a
second project until improve-
ments became evident in the
first.

Public sentiment also ac-
counts for part of the coun-
cil’s hesitancy.

Urban renewal was a ma-

North Oak Street in Champaign in line for improvement under Urba Renewal program

jor issue in Tast s pring’s

council elections. And umtil -

the Concerped Citizens Com-
mittee, a black community
group, ir recent months be-
gan calling for more urban
renewal as the only’ way to
revitalize the mneighborhood,
few blacks had come out in

support of the program.

. Other area residents still .

are expected to oppose more
renewal for fear that it would
mean complete clearance of
their neighborhoods.

Having gone through a sim-
ilar controversy several
years ago, the council dees
not relish grappling with the

‘subject again,

(Next: Problems of renew-

alarea) . '

v

- No one wants
~ good house
~In UR area

in Champalgns wrban renewal
.area failed Tuesday when the

-, city council did not receive any

. bids- to buy the structure and
move it to another lot.

Urbana renewal off1c1als had

L aem

\Action lokenmé
On Acquiring .
UR Property -

The Champaign City Couritil
guthorized the institution - oi
eminent domain proceedmgs
against the 180th and final lot, n%i
the Project - ‘I Urban Renewal

Loood
ﬁtﬁ‘

'yote, D

David Gensemer, urbamw
‘renewal director, said negotia-
tions with the owner of a housé
at 803 N. Fourth are continuitig

Tea ~vminant ARE

[

aréa Tuesday mght by 2 6-1'

Could aid city’s ‘workable progran?’

Spies hits 'lack of liaison' with (DC

- By Darlene Napady -
Of The Courier

Within hours of announc-
ing dramatic revitilization
plans for downtown Cham-
paign, the Champaign Devel-
opment Corp. Tuesday was
critizied for not letting other

agencies in on its thinking.
“I am bothered by the
compete lack of liaison with
" that group,” Henry Spies told
a meeting of the Citizens Ad-
visnrv Committee on Urban

" renewal area. .
Originally Lippman Asso-

clates of Indianapolis, devel-

opers of the project, had
planned to do it on a limited
dividend basis, also permit-
ted by federal regmauons

Although the not-for-profit ~

approach technically would
vary little if any in costs
and legal aspects, it will pro-
vide greater community par-
ticipation, urban renewal di-
rantar Navid Gensemer said.

Under the new arrange-

* ment, Lippman still would

arrange financing, serve as

developer, and then manager

the project for at least a

year after it is completed.
Train residents

During this {ime area resi-
dents would be frained _to
serve as managers.

Federal regulations Fequire
such not-for-profit sponsors
to have expert advice.

And although the U. of I

~ cialgzhe added.

cannot enter into any con-
tractural | arrangement to
provide such ~services, .fed-
eral officials apparently will|
accept the technical advisory
group anyway, Spies said. .

Although the-concerned cit-
izens group has mot been in
existence long enough to
qualify as a sponsor itself,
Interfaith Housing, a -coali-
tion of 12 local churches,
,should make any joint effort
acceptable to - federal  offi-

Interfaith- members  cur-
rently are being surveyed to
see if they wish fo. part1c1-

pate. .

- Housing

- New housmg
Champaign
programset

By Darlene Napady
Of The Courier
Champaign will request 1.-
000 additional units of pubhc

“housing over the mnext 10

years, Champaign Mayor
‘Virgil Wikoff ~announced
Tuesday.

The Champaign County
Authority has



" The council rejected the offer
becatise:Moon Construction comt-
pany, handling: demblition work
i the area, already had-offered
t0:do it for $85 less. S
the council had hopéd: that
«city could be::spared this
cular . demolition: cost. by
g the struc¢ture to’ someone:
gito salvageit. ",
hey, even were willing to sell
sther Iot-in the urbah renewal
area fat less than: the “top- bid.

vent' to Community
Champaign, who

v wanted sthe’ authority in case

it -had to yise it, director David- ;
Gensemer said: =~ ", T
“Pope, a .constant, gpponent -of .

Erban renewal, said. he “voted

piece of property, but: this is
one of the things I warned
against when we went into ur-
ban renevqal“;” hesaid. " .

6.save the house; this lot and .

 the ‘buiyer: would purchase the

HODELL TUPC Lawu waa~ ~==
vote because, “I still don’t liker
to. take a man’s ‘home away
from him if he doesn’t want 1@
sell.’”” He said he realized -the
‘proceedings may be necessary
at this stage in the project, put
wanted to voice his opposition 1o
the concept of Urban Renewaij.":& .
In - other Urban Renewal:
Pusiness, the council authorizéd
the sale of 22 lots in the Urban.
'Renewal area. Fourteen of thé
Jots will be sold. to Community.
Homes, Ine., to construct low
cost “housing . for low incoftié
families through the Concerned
Citizen’s Committee (C CCH
{Some duplex apartments may
also be built on two or three o
'the lots. :
CCC will act as the sponso¥

{the provisions. of the Federal
l governments housing program...
? 7The Council also approved the
gale of five lots -to Creative
Buildings, Inc., and three lots to
fhe Thompson Lumber Co. They,
will also work with the CCC.in
the - construction and sale of
housing. ‘ -
The council rejected a bid of

Tne., for the demolition of.a
house at 412 Eureka because the,
Hid was higher than the regular
‘Urban Renewal demolition con-
tract signed 18 months ago Wiﬂ"{
|the Moon Construction Co. for
$L.400. s
Bids were let go of on the pro-
perty because an individual had
indicated he would like to-buy.
‘| the home and move it to & new

{for the low-cost housing unde?

141485, from McCabe Brothers;

1ocation without demolishing it. .

No bid was received except the
|MeCabe Brothers and it dealt
only with the demolition.
| "URProcedures . 7

| StudiedByCAC =
Diseussion of procedural mafs
lters occupied the attention of
Ymembeérs of the Citizens Ade
|visory Committee on Urban Ré
newal at Tuesday’s meeting im
the - Champaign City Councit
chambers. ‘ i

A brief review of technicdl
problems - ifvolved in a projeet
planning was followed by siugqa‘
gestions for completing a repoLt
on community development b¥
'public, private’ and citizens’ of
ganizations in Champaign. Z
H ~ _——T_—_—‘_—-—_- N ‘&'

g

LAY UAARAUVIe  wemame g

ing‘a discussion on a new}
- workable program, which de-
scribes both public and pri-{
vate ‘efforts at community
_jmprovement. . i

A city is required to have
a certified program to re-
ceive ‘various\forms of fed-
eral- aid. Champaign’s” cur-
rent program expires in De-|:
cembet. '
Participation ¢ = ' - !

CDC -activities are. an in-
dication of businessmen’s
participation in' such -~ com-
munity improvements and
should. be included in the|
workable program, Spies
said.

Other agencies whose -ac-
tivities ‘were suggested in-
cluded the concerned Citizens
Committee, Champaign
Homes Ine. CCDC Founda-
tien, Champaign Park Dis-
trict, Frances Nelson Health
Center, University of Ilincis,
Parkland College, and the Dr. |
Ellis subdivision of low to|
moderate cost homes in. Ur-
bana. ‘

In other matters, Spies also
reported that a technical ad-
visory committee recently
set up the U. of I. apparent-
ly will qualify- as expert ad-
yisers for a non-profit corpor-
ation being organized jointly|
by the Concerned Citizens|
Committee - and _Interfaith
Housing Corporation.

This.new corporation would:
serve’ as.sponsors for a 116-|
unit federally aided housing |
development in the northwest}
corner -of the present: urban:|,

- U*By.TOM SLOCUM .

. News:Gazette Staff VWriter

The. Citizens Advisory Couneil|riade in the United Statés.
on Urban Renewal passed a mo-| Greater Chance .
tion  Tuesday to- recommend to| Spies said ther

'

of the’ University, He

&n application- for planning two | jects
simultaneous Urbdn r e n e'w al|simultaneously. | | i
projects for: the city ‘be: sub-| The motion was passed on the
mitted for federal approval, - |basis that the University has, tio
3 Or.le of ‘the projects would plans for buying land sin “the
qualify for ' non-cash ' credits|northeast section of town, If the
from the federal government, | University did buy some’ land,
because one-half of the land{all of the area would be
un_ld be ~within one-quarter|available for the non-cash
mileé of the University of Ilinois."| credits. ' o "L
The second' project-area would| The UI prese;itly rents the
-not be. eligible for the funds. - |Washington: School and the CAC
. The application would request|will check to see if this makes
funds for an 18-month-study ‘of | the -ared eliejhle for the credit.

the iareas to determine detailed| -Spies said HUD offiéiéls ‘were

plans for tenewal. The two pro-)in Champaign two weeks ago for tral tracks-elso had.

j,gctg would be. handled, and|a tourof the proposed Project II'
either approved - or -denied,|area. He said they did not make
together, ‘ optimistic - predietions for - the
~.CAC chairman- Henry Spies/{funding. There -is; presently -a
said if only one application for |three-year wait for such funds. '

funding was submitted the| Plan Meeting ) S

Depammqnt of Housing and| Spies said the time- could be
Urban Development would have ishortened’ if ~ some pressure
to' ake an exception, -because cotild be  brought to bear in
Gne-half of the land would not be |Washington, D.C. )

WSIN FAMVIOCID | IVWYIT 1 VWY

y to me e was a: gredter
the Champaign City: Council, that chance, of -approval  if two pro:

cowld  be . planned|the next city-eouncil meeting. .

‘{unreasonable. He sdid ‘getting

3 yersity, He said only|professional planners working on |
one ‘such ‘exception has' -been|proposals for urban‘renewal are
31| pot working ‘'undér” the two pro- |

ject basis. A meeting has been
scheduled with' one of .the plan-
ners for noon Tuesday- prior -to

The CAC also ‘enyisioned pro-
cost “of “the' projects.. "Stich an

estimate ‘must ‘accompany the
survey and planning application,

gh' enough 'to* cover future

‘eases in costs; but not be

increased . funds’ was  difficult
after- the .initial “application is |
made. Spies said’ the' possible.
Illini - Blvd. and ' Main - Street
underpasses”at the. Illincis Cen-
be. con- |

sidered:. " ST
He said these projects could do
“utterly fantastic’’ things:to/the |
cost of the project:;Spies-said He
would also like ‘to meet” with{
some .. members ‘of the Cham-
paign: Development- Corpbx}atiori 3
to" see - how--the plans for|
downtown ' revitafization: ecom-i

bleris: in. estimating the- total |

;1.Spies said. the estimate ‘must}

located within one-guarter mile * Another problem is that the

pare- with the plans: for urbah |

EJ ALALMAIn Sk v

“The authority, also has
agreed that no more than
30 new units of public hous-
ing will be built on any one

- -gite,” Wikoff added.

. At-its next regular meeting

- the council will consider a
. resolution officially asking

. -the county authority to make

such applications on the
- city’s behalf. ‘
-~ No city contrel oo

This new agreement and

. renewed efforts by the coun-

1. "ty board to begin work on

. the long-proposed 120 units
already under contract ap-

. parently have stilled, at least

. for the time being, most de-
sires by city officials to take

. control of public housing
within the city.

At Tuesday’s study session
‘only James Ransom the only
black member of the city
council, seemed to feel the
city should take over ‘public

" housing  within its" boundar-
ies. o ;
© T don’t kmow if we have

* ‘anything to gain,” said coun-
‘cilman Dwyer Murphy. “We
should wait and watch.”*

The city -does not realistic-
. ally hope to get federal ap-

* proval for 100 additional units
-+ 'a year, Wikoff also said, But
¢ity officials feel they must
" apply for this many to meet
“the demand. '
" Currently there are a fotal
" of 240 units of public housing
“in Champaign: 70 family
* fnits in both Burch Village
"~ and’ Bradley-McKinley and
77 100 elderly units.” ..o
"7 Of-these, 84 are in Skelton
° Place at 2nd and White
streets and the other 16 in
" Columbia place at Columbia
‘Avenue and 5th Street.
" . Another 120 units current-
y - are under contract with
«..the Department of . Housing
vand Urban Development.
# These aré to be divided
.. equally between a site 4n the
. urban renewal area and an
¢ area on North Harris Street.
“But - construction now is not
expected to begin until spring
-because -all bids have exceed
.- estimates and ‘the projects
‘probably will have to:be re- -
designed. -~ . -y o

%
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FIRST RENEWAL RELOCATION. Wednesday. was
moving day for Mxs. Rosie Pickle and her three daugh-
ters. The family is the first to be relocated from Cham--
paign’s Phase I urban renewal area.

. . At IEft, the fam-
iy moves the lagt,Belongings out of their old house at

By TONY BUEBA
News-Gazette Staff: Writer
A group of Champaign women
have been -given a; possibile op-
portunity to-make their first iry
at providing low-cost homes for
families béing dislocated by thé
city’s urban’ renewal. project.
According; 1o a spokesman for
Champaign " Homes a private
owner has ‘donated an unbccupi-
ed house to. the women'’s group.
. The house is in the campus
, area and would have to be mov-
.ed. The group currently is seek-
Cing a lot ‘on which to relocate
the building. PR

g/ 28
. /

The windfall house is an unex-
pected departure from what the
women’s not-for-profit corpora-
tion had planned. '

The groug was formed to buy

rehabilitable house which would
otherwise be demolished by the
plan, move them to other -lots
city: under the urban renewal
and rehapilitate them for sale
to dislocated families.
‘The women estimated they
could provide & house in good
condition for purchase at a
total cost of $6,500 to $8,000, pro-
vide the city would sell them;
houses at nominal cost.

[0} RS VR lnes samd An

/&

lilies

nat‘e‘d‘guse ““will give us an op-
portunity to.see whether we can

do it arid to show other potentiall

buyers we might he able to help
them.”” \

The women originally intended
to finance the purchase, moving
and rehabilitation through pri-
vate loans, but since have found
they may be “eligible for short-
term, no-interest loans from .a
newly created state' housing
authority.

The spokesmér; said that pos-
sibility was being investigated
and that FHA financing appar-
ently was unavailable.

Mamer mamirina o anlal amdans

UR Sp%ems
$210,375 to

Buy Property

By Hal Alexander
A total of $210,375 has been
spgnt to date for property ac-
Quisition in the urban renewal
Project 1 area, David Gensem-
er, director, announced Tues-

day. ‘
. '‘Gensemer said of that total,
about $152,000- had been spent
for acquisition of residential and
|commercial property. The rest,
he said, had been spent to ac-
|quire property for street and
other improvements in the area.

location office.

Rent subsidy
funds alloted

The Champaign County
Housing Authority has re-
ceived federal funds to initi-
ate rent supplement pro-
grams for low income fami-
lies in Champaign and Ur-
bana. '

Marvin Marsh, chairman
of the authority’s board,
said that the authority is ac-
cepting applications immedi-
ately of units that would be
available for rent under the
programs.’ .

As now authorized, the au-
thority can lease up to 60
units in Champaign and 50
units in Urbana and then sub-
lease them to low - income
tenants. The federal govern-
ment will pay the balance
between what the tenant can
pay and the amount of the
rent. ’

Nev.s«Gazette Photos by Joe McNamara. -

217 E. Bradley. At right, Mys. Pickle and daughters
May, 20, Jerri, 15, and Joanne, 10, look over their new
house at 2014 Parkdale Drive. The Pickles found the

new house with the aid of the city’s urban renewal re-
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Homes are ‘available in Cham-
'paign-Urbana for low-income.
families under a federal’ aid pro-
gram, developer Scott Weller|
told the , Concerned C1t14ens
Cormmttee ‘Monday.

At thé.moment the program
is 11m1ted to the Dr. Ellis sub-
division “in northwest Urbara,
and ‘six. lots recently purchased
in Champaign’s urban renewal
area, he said.

But further federal funding for
the program, now being worked
out by a House-Senate confer-
ence committee in Washington,

would: allow it to be applied
in other parts of the c1ty, he
ladded.

The; homes are a11 standard
housmg with a top price limit

of 517,200 for families of fo
walthoughthis..can-'go™ &
as $19,400 for ‘Jarger famities
that need bigger homes, he said.
I “Pye been very frustrated try-
mg “to find the best way ‘to
tell these families they can buy
homes for this amount ” he con-
‘fessed.

To quallfy, a family’s total
ad]usted Jincome, including that
of ‘the wife, cannot exceed: 1351
per cent of thé maximium they
could earn and stﬂl stay m pub-
11c housing. ...

" e “adjusted” income is‘ f1g-

homes

subtracting 10 per cent, and then
sybtracting $300 for each child,
Weller said. \
A purchaser generally neeos
clean credit to qualify for the‘
program, although he said per-:
sons with outstanding debt: still:
should come in for conferences
with representatives of his flrm,
Community Homes Inc: ‘
“QOfteri we can work with such
famlhes, help them get their
bills cleaned up .and perhaps
even clean up their -credit rec-
ord, so they can. qualify,” he,
sald
Families with incomes 00
high .to .qualify for. federal as-|
sistarice  still can purchase:
homes in-the. “Eflis subdivision|
or. in. the ‘urban renewal lots
; h _

whio- have: -’bought homes in"the|
Ellis subdivision in the past year
have done so without = assist-
ance,” he said. °

Bes1des the six lots in ‘the
urban renewal area, Weller said|
he hoped to acquire:
and begm constructm_
atel

he CCC’s North End Pro—
gresswe Development Corp. has
been; servmg as.a  community
advisory group on the design
of thé “hefes. and in’ helpmg‘

ured by taking the total jncome,

to find buyers ,

N

qu JETV. 2

The one non-res1dent1a1 prop- -

jerty, he said, was a vacant lot
hear the raﬂroad which - was
.zonéd for light industrial use.

One problem facmg the depart-
ment, according to Gensemer,
is that the 22 purchases o date
are mostly scattered throughous
the project area. His depart-
'ment has given priority to pur-
ichases in the southwest section
lof the project to facilitate the
| construction of the planned pub-
lic housing and park there.

Many Decline 1o Sell

The proJect area near ‘the
tracks is slated for total clear-
ance

Genesemer also reported -difs
ficulty .in- purchasing income
producing property, commercial
and rental. He:said previous ef-
forts to purchase 20 parcels of

‘this sort of property on the -

southwest section. had resulted
in 19 refusals and one accept-
‘ance.

The city council had prev-

iously set guidelines authorizing
ithe urban renewal department
to offer the lower of the two
-appraisals for such property and
negotiate to 10 per cent higher
than this price, providing that
figure did not exceed the high-
‘est appraisal.
* Gensemer said the council, in
viéw of this' fact, had set a new
system of detenmmng prices for
income producing property. He
.said he would begin-immediate-
ly under the new guidelines..

The ' relocation  program forr

persons displaced - because of

property acquisition is running -

-smoothly, according to Gense-
mer. Of 12 families now on re-
llocation rolls, seven have been
'relocated, he said. |

Families and individuals. may
continue to live in their jhomes
.after they have been purchased
‘by the city until the city decides
o demolish the structures.

Demolition of structures ac-.
quired to date will begin in De-
cember.. The. city council will
receive bids for the demolition
‘work Nov. 7 and. will award.
the contract Dec, 5, Gensemer
said.

The notice to proceed with
demohtlon of ‘cértain, structures
Lacquired by the c1ty ‘would be
1ssued the next day, he added

JTWEELL LUE VllaLlPaLg Wiy Yo

cil ‘and the Champaign County

. Public Housing Authority has
“been schedulec for Npv. 14,
“Mayor V1rg11 Wikoff said Mon—

day. &

" Wikoff also .said, “The big- |
" gest question will be whether
the city should take. overowner-

ship and’operation of the pubhc

" housing within the city limits.”

The mayor is uncommitted on
the issue and said no. decision

* will be reached at this meeting.

. The idea that the city should
take over the public  housing

| Set Priorities -

The issue was spurred by-the
fact that the county - authority
will have ‘no- new public housing
availaple for residents- of: the
urban renewal Project I area
who will have to be relocated.
‘Begin on Dec T

“When I .ran for office 2%
years ago,’” Somers said, T
was told there “would be public
housing available before the
first-house was torn down.

tor David) Gensemer . tells- me
he will begin destroymg houses

~| about Deec. 1, and it is a physi-
f cal 1mposs1b111ty that we ‘would,
|have any new public housing at

that time.”

The city’s urban renwal plan
calls for the iconstruction, under
the auspices of the county hous-
ing authority, of 60 units: within
the project area and 60 .units
outside the project area.

Construction has not begun on
any of the planned housing.

which.has not met with univert-
sal support by other council
mernbers, was not an - attempt
to dlSCI‘edlt the housing authorl-

ity leadershlp

“THe couty has the: respou—
sibility for all persons within, its

] Jurlsdlctmn and .has pressing

problems. in all areas. I~ would
not suggest  that the ‘county. give

ulation: segment W1th1n its Jur-
isdiction.’ "

The proposal, however, Would

allow- the city of Champaign to

“Mr. (Urban Renewal Direc-|.

in conjunction’ with the urb__

Somers said -his proposal,

priority to any particular pop-,

" land. physical ‘education buil

ltic housing. with, the urban Te-|
newal  program. If is obvious,
that our first priority is ‘to the
people whose homes we tear
down Wlth the _urban renewal

‘program.”’

Somers’ sald he was “surpr1s-
ed that the four men -on the
council who have committed the
city to tear: down these houses

»have ot -come to"the forefront‘

in stpport of thls measure

“r would hke to- point: out that’
urban renewal does not prov1de|
housing —it destroys BUARIE

Wikoft said. there - would ‘
other matters; to. discuiss W1th
the housing authority. 'One will:
be the status of the pla,nned 120
public housing units to.be bullt

renéewal program.

GREEN NAMED u 1. :
PLANNING DIRECTOR o

J.*Fred Green ‘of 10 L1tch"
field; Champaign, has been.
pomted campus director of pl
ning and construction at the U
versity ‘of Tlkinois, ‘

In this newly-created posm
Green-has full respons1b111ty
directing- the final’ development
of the Phase 2 constructlon ‘plan
to be’completed:in. March,
Phase 3;:which-has started, -
include * a. behavmral selen
building,: sc1ence ‘and. engl
ing . center, “education “bu

at the Chlcago Clrcle camp '
the U of I. .




ByL. H Alexand,
Of The-Courier

. . The Champaign: City Council

indicated Tuesday. that Jlanning
for -a new -Urban Teneval proj-
ect will be approved 1€} week,

A majority of the  council]

members, meeting at 5 study

CcC Subp‘orts‘
Revised Plan
For Renewal

‘*(Connnued from page 3)

paxd‘ ' one member pointed out.
Seek :Other Funds . :

Gensemer salid the urban’
renewal authority *‘just doesnt
have the money to pay extra

Iproject, not 'co actually under

;sessmn sald they favor a.resolL 'sald
| tion authorizing plamming ~ for{ Councilman James Ransom
preparation-of an application for aid be could guarantee full par-

federal funds for a N
hood Development
(NDP). o

The resolutlon w111 be ‘pre-
sented to the couneil for aection
at a meeting July 15.

The resclution would commit
the city only to plan a second

i

take it.

The councx; will have to vote ;

again on whether to go ‘ghead

' | with the project after ‘the apph_
= |cation is prepaged, :

To describe area ¢
The apphcatmn for an NDP
will contain.data describing the

‘ indicating - whether . - indivi

staff,” but added he would try
again to get funds from another
source.

| A representatwe of the Survey

Research Laboratory at the
University of Ilinois, wiich is
also ' conducting a survey of.
housing in,the black and whlte~
communities of Champaign, also
asked CCC members to help
recruit 1nterv1ewers for the pro-
ject.

He vpointed out that all who’
worked on the project would be
paid.:

Members also dlscussed possi~
ble actions in the business com-
munity to bring about an in-
crease in the number ‘of blacks
"hired for-all types of positions. ‘

R1chard Davis, cCcC L
chairman, said the group would .
be conducting a survey of major b
businesses in town to find the at-" .
frition rate, numbers of blacks i

employed, total numbers of
! employes, and other pertinent
ﬁgures : ‘

Festfield suggested that a- . .
'sories of boycotts might be in- | -
st1tuted against those businesses

which refuse to increase hiring

of blacks. ““We can Be ef-
= e aal% thinle <

_ the federal government..

. alof planmng for the first year s,

proposed urban rerewal area,e

‘houses wili be demohshed
‘habilitated er_saved;.how. fami-

lies will be relocated; and land}
juse plang. “for the area afte

corpletion’ of the project.” o
The appli atlonm,also will ‘co
fain cost estlmates £or tbe firs

quisition ‘¢osts’ for +Son
propertymthe {irs] erea

If an NDP is adopted, urbén
renewal would begiii in*‘a selecb-
ed area, to be completed in
the first year of.operation: D!
ing the first year, planning’ will | 1
‘be done for another area ‘which |

would. be completed durmg the
second year. of. _opera mn and.

SO ol ; :
Bach’ subsequent egr- of
eration  after. - the: >
héve to.receive the approval
-of “both the c1ty~~counc11 and

The majority of ‘rhe councﬂ
Tuesday ‘indicated their approv-

operatmn bt stoppe¢ 61t of |
commlttmg ‘the city “to. accept
Fanother project unless the plan-
ning met with their approval
People must: plan L
Councﬂman Dwyer Murphy
said the people in the afea<to
be affected -must pley a. much
greater part ] planmng the
project than they did in the

3|area. “You are guaranteed a
great deal of help in your

'planning process would be the

irst: would_ '

feipation ‘of - residents in the

{neighborheod)  surveys,” be
told David Gensemer, director
oi urban renewal. .

.;Gensemer said part of the

orgaruzatlon of the nelghborhood

: eﬁ by the
en’s Advisory Committee on
han newal for - the irst 12
months prograim is bounded by
tlre south boundary .of the pres-
B th Street; the Illi-

T tracks andan alley

tsory Committee,

egsary before relevant data on

has been no significant’ 1mprove-
nierit in the area,” Spies said. |

cil designate -almost the enfire,
North End as-an NDP and

proach * Spies. . said, . T
anyone in the North End would
be immediately e11g1b1e for di-
rect federal grants - and: 1oans
to rehabilitate their houses: .

-He also suggested that frhe
boundary of the urban. renewal
area be extended from the. east

of way to the west s1de
right of way., -
This, -he sa1d Would

tbe

ake

for street, projects in- eonnectlon
with downtown  revitalization,
partlcularly the Mam Street un-

would want |

couu(:lf‘ ‘authortzation of |
i6E Yor tHis area was nec-|

dition’ of the nelghbor- ;

“Spies recommended the coun-

{cash eredits to finarice the eity’s

{least $2.5' million. Using those

Council Authorizes Planning For 2nd
Norfheasf URWith Support Of Blacks

By BOB FRUMP
News-Gazette Staff Writer
The Champaign City Council
'I‘uesday authorized planning: for
& possible second urban renew-

© al project in Northeast Cham-

paign, ‘with apparent support of
blacks in the-neighborhood.

As expected, Councilmen Rob-
ert Pope aud Seely Johnston
opposed the planning for a
Neighborhood Development Plan
(NDP) appmach, but epposition
from the large audience w.as

limited to Bernard Smith, an un-{-

successful capdidate for the

who -,.,questioned the council on

‘{taxable property in urban ve-

newal areas. .

The 5-2 vote Tuesday merely
allows the City’s urban renew-
al department to proceed with
planning for what amounts to
the entire Northeast Champaign
area. The question of city com-
mitment 1o another urban re-
newal project will not be raised
until after the planning is com-
pleted, and applications approv-
ed by federal agencies.

Black support for another urb-
an renewal program came from

councll Henry Matthews a black

Richard Davis, chairman of the

Concerned - Citizens Committee,
George . Bigham,
Smith, a last-year University of

ber of SOUL.

al proposal with reservations,
but fully endorses an NDP: pro-

outlet for black citizens, and
allows them a voice in what
the city does.

Have A Choice

said,” whether you want your
house torn’ down or not This

By TONY BURBA
News-Gazette Staff Writer

The Champaign Citizens’ Ad-
visory Committee on Urban Re-
newal apparently intends to
make a strong bid for at least
two more urban renewal proj:
ects in the near future, includ-
ing one in the campus area.

At a meeting Thursday after-
noon, committee chairman John
Barr reminded the group of
campus renewal discussed sev-
eral years ago. .

Under federal laws regulatmg
university area urban renewal,
if " a relatively small project

spent on land  acquisition in
Champaign during the past sev-
eral years could be “used as.non-

share of other renewal projeects.
" City Urban Renewal Director
Pavid Gensemer estimated the
non-cash credits would total at|

htt 5
side -of the Illinoiy Central- fng having to put tp any cash of it

.used’ to help ‘finance other ‘re-
newal projects either iri- the
[Northeast Neighborhood, where
«Phase I of a six-phase renewal

urban: renewal. funds . available]

i Lamatiral’ n-r-mect e

3 T2l D Anlatrard. (st

credits, the city could qualify
for as much as $7.5 million in
matching federal funds without

OWTL
‘Barr said the credits could be

iplan alveady is proceeding, or
Hn tha Anumiown: ares.

Ul Acquasﬁsons '
Champaign

on

y AidIn

Renewal

for or opposmon to more fur-{ to make for: themselves ’* - he
ban renewal among Northtast|said.

Neighborhood residents. “M‘&ny Williams’ assistant, Mrs. Irma '“There’s just one thing Wrong

people ask what's going to hap-| Bridgewater,

commentéd, . “I-

“You have a choice,” Smith|.

program - is 'not like Project I

and William for that reason.

The NDP program, created by

TOlinois Law Student, and mem-|the federal government after the

city had already launched its;

Smeith told the” Councn he had| first project under another ar-
accepted the first urban renew-|rangement, allows residents to|

rehablhtate homes through
federal loans, and the city to ad-

gram because it ‘‘provides an|minister renewal programs in

several areas of the Northend‘.
simultaneously. Under the NDP,
massive clearing of areas is not
imperative.

“The federal government,”
Smith said, “‘through programs
like the NDP, provides a better
means for blacks controlling
their own destiny than the city:
ever has provided.”

Councilman James Ransom
urged the city to avoid ‘“the
mistakes it made in Project 1,”
but supported an"NDP program, |
“pecause it .allows the people

" who are affected by urban

renewal to have a say in what is’
done.” : ' |
. “Everyone. we've contacted !
wants urban renewal — except,
one -lady,” Bigham, a black
landlord, told the council.

with it. It’s moving too slowly

pen, but that is mainly bee usé! think the feeling in the nelgh» Gives Warning
they want to know what plnsiborhood in apathy ”?

Smlth warned the’ councxl not

were executed, all the money,
the University of Illinois has!

Take Bids B

On Public
Housing

] Title to land for public hous-
ing apartments in the Project
Champaign urban renewal.
area has been transferred to!
the Chamapign County Housing
Authority, and bids for con-
struction of apartments wil be
received until Aug. 12, the Citi-
zens Advisory Committee re-
ported Thursday.

Sixty units of public housing
will be constructed on the site,
located - at the Fourth Street-
Eureka Street intersection.

In addition, the county hous-

ing authorlty plans 60  apart-
ments to be constructed near

Ll . e =

" to  “continue

down this.
catastrophi¢ path . . .all that has’/
been done so far 1s 1o destroy,
not build.”

Councilman Seely Johnston
continued opposition to urbanl
renewal, attacking D av1d
\Gensemer, director of the urban'
renewal department, and term-
ing him a promotion man. - '

“If the average rent (for the
Mt. Olive Project 1 housing) is
$135," Johnston asked after
querying’ Gensemer, ‘‘how do-
you expect people who were Lv-)
ing in the area, and who have
paid an average of $65 for|
houses before urban renewal, fo|
be able to afford such new ho‘us-‘
mgqn

Councilman William Kuhne
replied that such people would
be eligible. for cheaper public:
housing not yet constructed, but:
.planned for the Project 1 area. .

. Johnston then said the ques-
‘tion of urban renewal, ‘‘a touchy|
issue which packed the couneil
1chambers with objectors a few
years ago, now is a foregone
conclusion. Mr. Gensemer: has
proven to be qu1te a prometlon
man.’ -

Major Afttack :

But the major attack on ur—\




Propc’)sed second project

Councilvotes UR planning

By L. H. Alexander
- Of The Courier

iesday approved the prepara-
ion of preliminary plans for|tually break America.”

y second urban renewal project.

The resolution passed by a|was founded on the principle
-2 vote, with Councilmen Seely|that people would help them-
johnston and Rebert Pope, both|selves and be left alone by the
ongtime opponents of drban re-| government and by others, “but

iewal, voting against it.
The resolution does not com-
nit 'the city to another urban
enewal project. : '
The. plans to be prepared by
he -city urban renewal depart-
nent will have to be approved
y. the city council before an
pplication is made to the fed-
ral-.government for funds for
nother* project. »
The. area to be studied for
- Neighborhood Development
>roject (NDP) is generally
ounded by the Illinois Central
racks, University Avenue,
Vright Street and Bradley Ave-
ue, not including the first proj-
ctarea. .
This larger  area would be
one"in piecemeal projects, the
irst--of ‘which probably would
e hounded by the IC tracks,
Vashington Street, 5th Street
nd: the -southern boundary of
he first urban renewal project.
~Johnston reitérated his con-
ention. that-there is no proof
et 'the first project has suc-

eeded, -He asked Urban Re-|

ewal Director David Gensemer
hat ‘the"average rent for the
ew housing in the first project
vould be.” '
135 a month . ,
~Gensemer replied that only
e :North “Mt. Olive. Manor 72-
nit: development had set rents
nd: thése ‘wotld average $135

el?t" month- for'a two-bedroom
nit,. ‘ ‘
Johnston - replied he ‘had a
opy ‘of an official report dated
pril, 1968, which said the aver-
ge-rental cost.in the area be-
ore iirban renewil was $65 per
onth per family. '
*Just:-where:are thebe fami-
es:making $300-or $400a month
oingto-find the money to pay
r- these. new units?”  Johnston
sked. - .. . Lot -

Cournicilman William Kuhne re-
lie h_at‘_j‘ -persons.” who could

Pope said the United States

now the attitude is ‘I want
help — please help me — give
me someone else’s property’.”

Pope said designation of sn
area as possible urban renewal
ground destroys, property values
there “and makes the urban
renewal department the only
buyer.” ‘ '
Doesn’t like department

I would want to gather this
data is' the urban renéwal de-
partment. You know that they
will just come back and tell
us that the people there want
urban renewal.
“What would you say if some-
one asked you if you wanted
$3,000 to fix up your house?”
George Bigham, of 310 E.
Park St., which is in the NDP
area, denied charges by both
Pope and Johnston that the peo-
ple in the area opposed urban
renewal. B
“Everyone we have talked to
except one lady wants urban
renewal,” Bigham said.

“We have very few substand-
ard houses in my area and these
are not fair to the other people
in the area who keep their hous-
es up. Most of these are owned
by absentee landlords, proba-
bly living out on Greencroft Av-
enue somewhere, who never put
a nickel into them.”

Bigham also dispuated Pope’s
claim that people refuse to fix
up houses once an area is being
censidered for urban renewal.
Put money in -

“Almost everyone I know has
put in money to fix up their
houses in the last few years,”
he said.

scattered laughter from the au-
dience, Bigham. told Pope his
remarks about. urban . renewal
“preaking. America” reminded

him somewhat -of George Wal-)

Jace.

rents:like that would

‘cligible for public housing, - _property..owner. not. connected:property taxes,

‘Bigham is the first bla.ck|

Pope, who opposes all govern-
‘ ment housing programs, told
The  Champaign City Council the council urban renewal and
other such -programs “will even-|said he planned to get up a

He said, “The last authority.

In a remark that brou ght|phy taxes.

.|poration . separate from .. the

with a civil rights organization
to appear before the council in
support -of urban renewal. He

petition in his area to prove
most other property owners sup-
ported his views. '
William Smith of SOUL told
the council that the NDP ap-
proach, which differs consider-
ably from the way the first
project was done, removed most
of his objections to urban re-
newal because it provided for
more participation in planning
by the neighborhood residents.
Smith said previous attempts
to remedy conditions in the
black community before the city
council and plan commission
had come to nothing. He noted
that such conditions as “a junk
yard next to single-family resi-
dences and an egg plant in .a
residential area” had not been
remedied until urban renewal
was undertaken.
“Even though this program
comes from the federal govern-
ment, it gives the people more
control over their destiny than
they had with local govern-
ment,” he said. .
. Henry Mathews asked the city
council if tax values were being
des?royed by urban renewal.
. City' Manager Warren Brown-
ing replied that while he did
not know what the new housing
there would be assessed for,
the city had been receiving only
about- $3,000 per year in proper-
ty taxes from the urban re-
newal area before the project
was undertaken.
Would pay taxes !
Mathews asked if the new
housing units would have to pay|
taxes. v .
Browning said every piece of!
property in the area would pay:
property taxes or make pay-
meiit in lieu of taxes.
Pope asked if the public hous-
ing, which is a' federal project,
or the North Mt. Olive Mdhor,
sponsored by a church, would

Browning replied that the pub-
lic housing authority made pay-
‘ments to the. city in liew of|
taxes and that North Mt. Olive|
Manor is” controlled by a cor-

church ‘and would  pay normal

i find ‘out whether the council in-

. Barr - recommended instead
that the committee simply dis-
‘cuss ' the possible alternatives
with the couneil in an attempt to

ttends to proceed with any more|
urban renewal work. A meeting
‘between the committee and the
‘eouncil has been scheduled for
fNov. 26. ‘

I I it does, the time to make
:,the‘ decision is 1, while we
Lhave an efficient staff to contin-
tue 'to wotk,” he said. “I. they
T'do not intend to, continue, there
jis no sense in our going on.”"
| Other . committee members
i‘récommended that the group
ibe prepared to show the “council
itangible results in the current
{renewal program. .
! 'They suggested that before
‘and “after photographs of reha-
ibilitated houses,. site plans for
ilow-income private housing. and
%o’cher dbcuments be included in
Ithe presentation. 1
! " “What the council will have
it decide is’ whether these im-
{provements‘have been a benefit
to .the community and whether|
we want to continue with 7
Barr said. o ‘

| There was some discussion as
lto whether the campus and|
gnortheast neighborhood projeeis
teoild be carried on simultane-
totisly. '

"~ Credits Needed

R . ‘
{, ‘Gensemer- said the non-cash
credits from a campus renewal
project probably would be nec-
iessary for any more work: in
{the northeast neighborhood atea.
i ““The $95,000 a year being sel
laside for urban renewal simply
is not enough to finance a proj-
tect of any size;”” he said.
‘Other committee members
'said that the .eity had morally
-committed itself to more work
in the northeast neighborhood
and that the work should. not
be delayed. ‘ : :
_‘Committee  Vice Chairman
Henry Sples commented, ‘“The

N

ieity has béen submitting the)
‘other five phases of urban re-|
newal as part of its application|

‘for a Certified Workable Pro-

tgram for Community Improve-|,
.ment. I the council decides tof
\drop renewal,” I dom't think}

iwe'll ever get a worlfable' pro-
£gram recertified agaim.”

" Urban renewal relocation d._i-‘f
yector ~ James Wililams - said]

16 three-bedroom,
5 five-bedroom,

Yernment, it will shackle you.

itonight in favor of urban re-
lhewal. I blame the people who

‘there was. no:apparent: support|

America. . .

\ ca e
«py Lord,” FPope said, “I

can’t see how to break Amerl-,
ca any faster. We're inja mire
now, and taking one step
further with every urban re-)
lnewal project in the country.

Pt agyurely you all know from
history,” Pope continued, “that,

if. you don’t. shackle your gov-

I don’t blame George .(.]Big'ham)'
and the people speaking here

have brought this to you. .
~«T know. there are opponents,‘ ‘
Pope said. ‘“Two years ‘ago this
room was filled with Negroes,

. protesting urban yvenewal. Now'

they're: all scattered to the'
winds by such projects. '

UR A Threat , :
! «When urban renewal comes:
iin, naturally the heighborho_od

1 deteriorates. People recognize
urban renewal as a threat. Why
should they renovate and’ make |
‘improvements with the threat
of. urban renewal over - their
heads?”’ he asked. K
1 “You speak fgvorably of this.
I'NDP program now. Other people
lthroughout the country haye
!'said NDP is not better than the
}Project I type program: You're
going to run into the same type
of ‘problems- 4s in Project I, peo-
‘ple rémoved from homes. they |
own by what amounts to force.
| You said there/ would be no pro-
blems of this sort in' Project I
| Now you admit that there were.]
17t will be 'the same: pattern this |
-time,” he said. . ‘
. Bigham, replying to Pope
from the audience moted that
“property in the urban renewal
hias not deteriorated in. the 1ast
10, years. I would say it -has
been - improved.” S
Ui At any ‘Tate; Mr. Pope,” he
continued, “deterioration would
not come from urban- renewal. |
Deterioration comes from white|
‘absentee landlords in the area
‘who dom’t care about or take
‘care of their property.” =0 v i}

«T was just listening to you

talking there, and. you sot_lnd’a}“
ot like: GeorgesWoallace, "
Bigham said. “What the Negro
Teeds is a good job-and a decent
xh‘odse". To me,; it's.a good’ pro-
je c .’Y N . 3 e
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ROUND OF~ OQUSE JUGGLING. The house  was'd natéd. to. Champaign Homes by the Universif: on €W location, refurbish it and sell:it at their ¢
ow, lo at 303 E. John, C, will be moved YMCA. "If it is not thoved, "the:University -of linois . ouse is in better shape than it looks.” Workmen
€ ek to alot.at 512 E. Vine, C, right, .- will "dembolish it. - Champaign Homes, a dorporatiort of ver » :
effort of Champaign Homes Inc. The hous Cha;np’aig»ni ‘women, inténds fo’ move the house gytv’c; its

e

he.. number of homes in¢learance areas of- the city’s urban’

orkmen: have ' rerewal project, mové them to conservation areas:and.;
removed a stone veneer which wotld not ‘have stayed - ‘rehabilitate them. They hépe to make the homes avail- .
on during the moving. ‘The women él;o plan to buy a  able for- purchase prices between $6,’0'00,,a[n,d ﬂ$i}8,f0}00’.5
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- Pass Title To
uﬁs..ufdjio-ifll,m* - .' : Lund F@r 72
| Renewal Panel Asks . H QUSing U ni,ﬁ, S
About Town. - ‘

Larger Committee
Title to land in Champaign’s

The Champaign - Citizens  Ad-
visory Committee on Urban Re- o
newal voted Tuesday to request Propect I urban renewal area

the city couneil to increase the
size of its committee. from the
present eight members ‘to 15
members. o

Incuded in the récommenda-
tion is. a request that a mini-
mum of four members be from
the Negro neighborhood. )

The city council will probably
consider the reguest at its firs
meeting in November.: - \
The - .CAC also announced
chairmangship appointments for
subcommittees, Henry Spies and

head the neighborhood commit-
itee;  William Werstler, rehabili-
Atation .committee; Dr. Themas

‘lations committee. ‘

i Two new subcommittees were
.created, the university servicesy
‘committee to promote coopera-
ition with the U. of I. and the
.central business: area coordinat-
iing cemmittes to discuss down-
town redeveloment: |
| Henry ‘Spies is chairman of |
the  university committee and}
John''Barr ‘is chairman of the|

|the  couticil meeting: that'

‘The. City- of Champaign.has
advertised for bids on the dem-
olition’ and. site . clearance for
its third . urban renewal project.
The bids will be received until
4:30 p.m. Nov. 7 and opened af

‘nng.

“be " cleared

is bourided by ‘Bradley Avenue,|

Roscoe Tinsley were named fol

\Skaggs, sociil'sér¥ices "Eonitnt-|
'tee, and Jack Petry, public re-|

fdowntoWn committee.

Wright ‘Street, Grove Street and,
‘the _ Illinois, “Central Railroad

|

|ing for the six apartment build-

1lion. In addition to the 'six

'has been’ received by North}
Mount ©live Manor, Inc., which |
plans to construct 72 ‘housing
units on the land, bounded by
Fifth« and Fourth Streets, and
Eradley and 'Beardsley Ave-
nues. o S

David Génsemer, city urban
renewal director, noted that
the title transfer ‘was accom-
plished Mornday. - Groundbreak-

ings ‘should take place within
the next. week, Gensemer esti-
‘mated. ' ‘
Gensemer said Sen- Charles
|Percy, R-1., may be on hand
for the groundbreaking- cere-;
‘moniés.. )
Total cost of the project: is
expected to be about $1.02 mil-

apartment buildings, two play
lots, and off-street parking for
whore than 72 cars will be pro-
vided. All electrical service will
be. underground. Two-bedroom
| apartments are planr_rec_l_to rent
for $123 per mionth including
utilities. Three bedroom apart-
ment units are planned to rent

for $135 per month.

¢ ot e
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1e smgle large prOJ-

smaller projects, covering ’che
same area.

Gensemer indicated +hat the

Although the city must
generally outline its proposed
project area in a survey and
.| Planning application, Gensemer
Stressed that no land-use plan-
ning would take place until the
grant is approved.

“Before the survey and plan-
ning grant is received,?’’
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ccc Supporis
Revised Plan
For Renewal

Advisory Committee on urban, /
renewal.

Under the plan proposed by
CAC; funds for urban renewal
could be collected through! -

perditures for land made by the
University of Qlinos. .

The grants apparently could be|

Gensemer said “we’'ra Tmma anl T€CEIVEd UNAETr Fhe forim e of Gan

CHAMPAIGN
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0 FEATURE ALL-WEATHER MALL, NEW BUSINESSES
ded parking facilities, better through traffm: o

: wf. pro;ected $23 mxllnon dollar program . . . | strength fo the entire cagkpl

wnm n

By WILLARD HANSEN

News-Gazette Editor-Emeritus
Constructxon of a $23 million revitalization and exs
pansion progtam for downtown Champaign is expected
to get under way next June or July. )
This target date for start of a vast coordinated ire
provement project for the central business section — feas

turing at its hub a spacious|’

all-weather Mall — was an-
nounced Tuesday as leaders
of the Champaign Devélopment
Corporation made public details

- of the exciting undertaking. -

Thomas A. Hagan Jr., presi-
dent of the Champaign Develop-

.ment Corporation, told repre-

sentatives of the local news
media that ‘“‘our designs are
now in the hands of the’ archi-
tects, Richardson; Severns and
Scheeler . . . and because their
preparation will take some
months, we wish to tell the
community what we will. build

=~ in downtown Champaign.”

For the past 10 months,

"Hagan said, “a talented urban

design team headed: by Prof.
A. Richard Williams has work-
ed to produce an exciting, yet
realistic development program

in phased development, the
physical environment of down-
town Champaign Wlll be defm-

“yitely improved.

“In the center of th1s la:cger
downtown, t‘aeﬂeby ving

“piiblic " purse,’

Rinhowd  Thawio-

is a focal area, some 10 acres in -
size. In this area will be built an
all-weather mall of 80,000 square
feet, enclosing what is now Neil -
Street from Church to Chester
and Park Avenue from Ran~.
dolph to Neil.” i

Hagan said that in this pro. ©
tected place ‘‘will be the social
hub of downtown Champaign
with restaurant and o'ther
facilities to ‘attract people from
the entire region . . , Connegcted
directly to this. focal point will .
be the Howard Johnson Motor
Inn, and adjacent retail and
commercial establishments. Ma-
jor street crossings will be made
at the second level with weather
protection.” -

_Cgt of the Mall itself is now

estimated at 33, 000 000 Hagan
said.

By ELEN ASPROOTH :

A P | S, for downtown Champaign.” The investment in new and
city should be set to apply for a News-Gazette Staff Writer " '§ Hagan explained I;hag;n th e remodeled buildings in the near
serving and planning grant in| The Concerned Citizens Com-|. o= i 3 future in the: downtown project,
about 60° days.’ He said strue.|mittee. Mond © . downtown improvement area is|™ - ) i

- OF tural and family surve ycs- port -~ for orichay eXpres; e ’ bounded by Elm' Street, Colum-|Will be in excess of $20,000,000.
ampaign Monday, e revised urban - ici CD -
X 4 already have begun in the pro- {renewal 'pPlan  for Champaign| — G Eﬁa ?uggﬁe St‘r}"i:;cnsngnss p;ﬂ»l;g phgif;zc;glsm:f tg:f ent;‘{rce: ellzxé-
posed project area. recommended by the Citizens é w0 Umversﬂy Aﬁ? % \% 1512 p

am, except for the eity’s cone
tribution in some ‘of ‘the ex~
panded parking and street worlk -
financed by motor fuel tax
money, - is"to be fmanced by
apital, i
e no drain on the
“Hagan and




e ST T e w we sututed.
12 credit stipula.| - “Whatever finaj plan for| . This plan was recommended
Uld enable Cham-| Whatever project we finally| by the CAC Monday after city
h,e}credi’cs even f':‘ho.qse,” Gehserner promised, officials learneq that federal
(Of ithe . project|“Will be .the- product of fhelfunds would probably not be
ide ‘the' quarter- | neighborhood,” ’ Al
ey Credits Necessary - under the Nej
Suggested that| Gensemer and Bro W.nin g /Development Prgogrgzgur hw%?cg
gain'the credits, [28reed . that g large project|had been planned for the second
elD. from the|started without 112 credits would [Phase of urban Tenewal in
. 1eave the city in financial troy.| Champaign, :
?r?nt]y \‘envjsjon ble." - About the Same
burchasing . al| . “If we do not gahn e 173| David Gensemer, urban
l’and.in‘the heart | credits,” Gensemner said, “we|Tenewal director, e%plained to
ITOJ_eCt arega: A COl}ld renew, but the renews] |the CCC members that the pro-|:
wdfaWﬁV‘frOm would be insignifieant bosed plan would involve essen- ‘
peﬂx Positioned, | Browning hinted that the city tially the same type of action as|-
se most of the |May eventually return to the|the NDP. ~
rea, and allow | N e ig'h borhood ~ Development| “The only _ difference is tim-
ed?ts‘. o Plan, abandoned “last  week|ing,” he said. “We'll be less
- ibecanse of" a  federal fyng|rushed with this than we would
ated “the| shortage, once the” program ijg|have been under NDP, because|
a5 much’ asfadequately fundeq by Congress, |We'll be working on the entire
y “urban )|~ -In‘other méitters;. Henry Spies,|2rea at one time instead of
. .o JCAC chairman. indicateq that|Phasing it.”
rowning, - and | the city - must - provide in.| Gensemer said the residents
d-to agree that formair‘ion to Regionai Planning |Of /the renewal area who had],
‘ C.ommlssio'r; staff‘connéerning the | Planned to organize into block!.
c;tyfs application for a-workable | Clubs for the NDp should do so
program for:the coming yeay. |NOW, so they will be able to work |’
‘Spies , said Richard Maltby, [With the planner who is hired to]:
dlreStQT of ‘the regional staff |(Work out the details of the pro-
has indjcated the city may Tack |Ject. :
A He added that ideally,

I
¢

to discuss more complete plans!
onal with him after he has syn-
|revise-its housing code. . thesized the ideas.
.. The Rev. James Offutt told
E‘CAC":member_'s that Mt. Olive

‘d_eye"ldioment around Aug. 25, on-
ce .one problem in the beta
replatiis cleareq up: :
e h\__

to do to insure that-blacks would |
be hired when construction
began for. the project. )

“When it comes time to stapt
paying ‘wages, they go to the
other side .of town,” he said, ‘Tff
we want. to. be fair about - it
either. the construction com-
Panies hire blacks or they don’t.
build on the project.”

Gensemer replied the CAC has
“only persuasive power’ in such
areas, but added he would “do
everything I can to see that
blacks benefit from this kind of
project.”’ ,

Gensemer said the CAC would
80 .ahead with its earlier plans
to conduct a survey of housing
conditions throughout the urban
renewal area, and requested
that CCC members help recruit
volunteers to. assist with the
survey. : :

Several members. objected to!'
asking' community residents to]’

ALV LIS  AMVGL U ULL;bLﬂuy .I.lﬂ.p
rejected all three bids for
construction of 120 urdits of .
public housing in Champaign,
Marvin Marsh, board chair-

. man, reported. g
The action has been expect:
.ed since last Tuesday, when

the bids- were opened -and
the lowest was 43. per cent
above board estimates.
Before rejecting the bids
Monday, the authority had
followed directions from the
Chicago - Regional office of
the U.S. Department of Hous-

ing and Urban Development
(HUD) and tried to negoti-

ate a settlement with C. A.
Petry and Sons, the low bid-
der. T
‘But it could not reach,
agreement between Petry’s
bid of $2,560,000 and the HUD
.estimate of $1,784,740, made
in 1966.

“We have been.in contact
with -Creative Buildings Inc.

of Urbana, -and they are.

LU LT pluglalll we 0w aave

* authorized,” Marsh said.

“We . examined modular
units being constructed at
théir Urbana plant and think
they could be used for our
type of project.”

Seeking bids
“Actually, we now are so-

liciting' bids from any con-

tractor “who can come up
with this type of housing a

our price,” he added. ’

~Another - local contractor
also. has- expressed interest
in the projects, he said. .

Under HUD regulations, a

Housing authority can nego-
. tiate with any developer once
‘it rejects the original bids.

Plans for the 120 units, to"

be built on two sites,-already
have been ‘drawn up by: the
architects. -

Although Creative Builders
had - taken out, specifications
before "lagt Tumesday’s dead-
line, it did not submit a bid

- itself, o

tne specliications, we did not
think we could make a. bid
without a long lst of alter--
natives,” explained Virgil
Dearduff, special representa-

- tive for Creative Builders.

“Instead we indicated in
writing that we would be in-

"terested if the job couldn’t

get done through the conven-
tional approach,” he said.
_“What we come up- with
now will depend on what
HUD says should be done

under the circumstances,” He .

continued. -
The housing authority has
indicated it would consider

. @ “turn - key- project’ only -
as a last resort.

‘The authority laready has
HUD’s approval of a $2,140,-
000 Ioan for construction,
equipping, and other costs.
-Owns land S

It also already owns the
land, 7.9. acres in -Chdm-
paign’s urban renewal area,

and 4.4 acres on North Har-

ris Avenue,\ near Franklin

But this should not -stand
in the way of handling the
project through ‘a. turn-key
approach, Dearduff said.” -

Under - turn-key, ‘a- private

developer ordinarily w'o t1l.d

buy the land, draw up the
plans, build the structures,
and then “turn.the key” over
to the housing  authority fory
a priee previously agreed,
upon. S e
- The advantage of this ap-|
proach is that the developer!
can produce his-‘own' plans:
best. suited ‘to his particular’
means of construction, ‘Dear-
duff said. This frequently can:
result in 4 reduction of costs. .
Although ‘Dearduff said-the;

- housing authority now has’

the -option “to::go in any: di-
rection they..want,” Marsh
said any radical departure :
‘from- the two.60-unit projects.
was unlikely. .~
“We already own the land |
and: we_feel this would . be]
the most expeditious route,”,
he explained. .. .

{will keep thescommunity inforg

e AT LLE
downtown. ,". , improved’ traftin
access and new off-street. p:
Ing will make' it Ppossible:
many . i0. expand.: We will
ancther” large retail  store
new specialty shops. . .

“One or. miore sizable office. i
buildings are ‘being  planned. jn =
the area. The developers ki
told us of their projects.”” .
| Annoumcements on some of.dhie .- |
new business- improvements and «
expansions contembplated are ax
jpected to be made'in the
future. S

“The Mall itself will house.cns

;“s‘tg'é‘,‘ as yet unsigred,” ¥
said in his announcement s
ment, : L

."fPresen’tatiqns ‘are’ beé: ;
made to major national-gey al
merchandise -firms, - angd -
|project is being “well received, -
\'You may be. stire that Chiagse .~ |
paign Development ‘Corporation ~

ed of progress durinig' the wits
tmonths, as the architects. $p
their work., . s
“The ‘downtown improvemes
brojects will be financed by sevs .
eral metholls.” Paving of alleys,
repairs to curbs and -sidewalks. = |
Will "possibly be“a part of ap
lassessment - district,  whieh - '
{glso finance -ornamenta; lig
Jng - for sidewalks .and alleys
‘benches’ drinking fountai
‘;street trees. arid-small parks. -
' “The "Mall itself wil ‘be'f
;anced and operated separate
:We are «considering several
cedures.” i
i ,Hggan/thanked Mayor V-
‘Wikoff, ‘members of the .
iCounc‘iL; “the _news " media -
[Others in the “community g
your support.’r-. /0 -5 N
| He declared that “we inteng.
to ‘make downtown Chempaign . -
the liveliest, attractive 4ng cons.

:’ " (Please turn to Page 3.Col.
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| Will Ask.
[To Condemn
UR Sites

By L. H. Alexander v

The city will enter the first
emminent domain -proceedings
‘against property owners on.the
urban: repnewal project 1 aréa
;soon, David Gensemer, dlrector
‘of urban renewal, said Friday.

Gensemer said he will "rec-

ommend to the city manager
“almost immediately” that le-

gal action be taken to have the
courts -set property prices on .

some parcels

““Iam a little disappointed in
several instances,” he ' said.
“Some owners are holding out
/for prices we can’t pay.” .

1 Gensemer - declined to name
.any- specific property owners,
saying only court action would
be initiated against *““those prop-
erty owners whose prices ap-
jpear fo be exorbitant.”

Prefers Negotiation -

Gensemer said his department
“would rather negotiate and re-
solve: the question amicably,”

but in mahny cgges “this appears .

to be out of the questlon
¢ If the city manager approves
the recommendation, it will go
before the council -for a vote.
The council moust approve all
emminent, domain proceedings.’
Gensemer did not mention any
spec1f1c area within the project,
but it is believed many parcels
lie. in the southwest - section

‘where. the public housmg units|

are planned, - -
- Gensemer -and other city of-
ficials,: including several

councllmen, have cited the need|

tn nraceed with the public hous-

’Iﬁen?freported as: ,havmg
e from Ind1anapol1s,u;[ndﬂ

cording to the "Indlanapohs
‘Henry Matthews, [former-
613:'W.:Green St., Cham-
hasg been mlssmg since
«The-city of; Indianapohs
id like :to. find Matthews be-|
;he was. awarded $25,000

meireport said. o . -
>In; 1965, Matthews offer

spzaiki"cel of Jdand for'the.:.
Urban Renewal prOJe_ - to

7

%plot,; of . land:

“Matthews o ered. ‘the. it

St. the ‘site o

tyg-v He.was 1t
contempt ‘of "court for failure to
appear to answer ‘o one of the

Matthews got t e Indlanpohs
contracts on behalf of the ABCY
Brick and’ Wreckmg Ci wh1ch 1
wagslicensed ' in* Indiana“#as
llinois company, newspaper ac-
counts stated.™*

- A check of the: address of the

Housing Bourd‘
Faces Delay
In Buuldmg

By TONY BURBA
News-Gazette Staff Writer =
Property - acquisition difficuls
ties may delay even further the _f

{construction of 120 units of pub- o
|lic housing scheduled to be
‘buxlt in conjunction with Cham-

‘paign’s urban- renewal project.
The Champa1gn County Heus- -
ing Authority is scheduled to -
buy a large tract of land in the
southwest corner of the renew- <
al project area as a sxte for
60 public housing units. ‘
However the - city has found
tough going in getting the clirs
rent owners of lots in the tract
to sell their land.

David Gensemer said he 'ex--
pects to have to ask the City ~
Council to file eminent domain:

for the area

ceedings take time.. The city
had hoped the housing authority
could begm construction early
next spring.

to. the housing authorify um-
" il it has been completely
cated. «,,M )
Property acqulsltlon has gen-.
érally been going well, Genseme .

have been reached on miore than'_
one-third. of the 178 land parcels
the city is: scheduled ‘to puru
chase.

‘However, most of the, 34 sales

tltle clearance.

{ficulty in negotiating sales in
the public housing area 1o the
publication' . of “the appra1sed
values of the properties in that
area in a local newspaper last
July.

“Even when we offer them
the top appraxsal now, they think
they can get a little more if they

hold out,” he said.
“T wish we could avoid ‘the
added.

has.  been delayed many
. months.

mebeida the nraiect area, fo bes

City Urban Renewal Dlrector s

suits to obtain some propertles o

But erhinent domain pro----

The land cannot be sold L

cleared and all utilities relo- |

or said, and sales agreements. - Wright and Fifth Street.

closed ‘to ‘date have ~been. out-
'side the 'area eventually sched 3
uled for public housing, ‘as are
most: of ‘the 26 others awaﬁ:mg»;

L

Gensemer attributes the dlf--

suits, becduse they’ 11 be costly .
to both  parties mvolved” he ~

The public bousing already

The city had omgmally expect-
ed construction work on 60 units,
to be built near Spalding Park, .,

_PAGE 32 Section 4

ty Council® authomze “federally
funded loaﬂ progra. |
allow some families ¢
posed Project
renewal to beging rehabilitating
thelr homes immediately.

: Under  the program,
homeowners could receive elther
grants or low interest loans to
eover the expense of
rehabilitating their homes.
David Gensemer, Champaign
director of urban renewal, said
the program can be used in}:
areas where the city is con-
sidering future action similar to
the proposed Project II or urban
Yenewal. The city recently ap-|
plied for funds to survey and
plan the area to be included in
the second project. ‘

The area recommended by thel
CAC for the program is bounded |
roughly by Grove and}
Washington ‘Streets and , )by

Gensemer said this area wis
chosén because it is a smgle-\
family neighborhood and will re3}

main so if Project II is 1n1t1ated
Available Now ‘

Gensemer said one of the ad-
vantages of this program is that!
the money is available now,}|
Homeowners in the area do not
have to wait for the wurban
renewal project to enter its ex-
ecution phase. Planners have
estimated that it would be at}
least three to four years before |
Project II could begin execution
if the City Council: decides to}
proceed. Gensemer estimated it}
would take only 90 to 120 days to )
Treceive; ansswers to apphcatlons}

Families th%? ‘mee
R
and: handxcap requ

$‘15,000 at'% 3 .per;

gram the straetu
owner-occupied. and e
being rehabilitat"ed"'- 2
said the houses/would ¥
he insnected to see if theyv.would |




In all; the city has acquireda
1241,986 square feet of property
in the project area. - o
Gensemer reported that _some
progress had been made in the},
southwest public housing area.|
Two. of the large tracts have|
been purchased and three small-|
er residential properties.
| Sevenother_smaller resident- 1
ial" properties e'l"ﬁﬁma‘
{

sale contract waiting for the de-
partment"s%tattqrneys to clear up}
legal titles to the property: M
The two large lots are a 52,-|,
272-square-foot lot belonging to ‘
the W. C. Noel Tryst .and a 30,-|:
413-square-foot lot- belonging: to}
C. T. Kinpear. Both are adja-|
cent’ to the Illinois" Central
tracks. . .
Plant Purchase Negotiations
| The jold egg crushing plant on}.
N. Poplar - Street,. by far the |,
most expensive piece of proper-
ty slated for acquisition, has not
yet been acquired, - Gensemer
said; He reported, however, that
.negotiations '~ with Standard
Brands Inc., the owner, are
‘progressing satisfactorily. 1
The plant’is also in the area}
‘slated for. development .of pub-|'
lic housing and-a park. " :
Gensemer said “he can give!
‘no estimate'as to when. his de-
ipartment will have acquired all
the property necessary to allow|
'the start of -construction on the !’
public housing units. =~ . ’
' The  beginning - of demolition
of structures already acquired,
ihowever,. will 'begin around Dec.
}1, he said. S
The city council will receive
'bids on deémolition work at. the.
Nov:'7 council meeting and will}’
probably award the contract on}
Nov. 21. Gensemer said demoli-|
tion will begin immediately af-}
terthe contract was awarded.|
|

i
i
[

he uroccupied substandard |

Il‘go,"’gh_e S.‘aid"l A

P

PP S S . . -

dwellings will be the first to| -

‘ .LVU RULIULL UEE B BUEEU Aaa v sepmmim
" Council Promises Decision at Next Meeting.

The Tuesday meeting between it would speed construction of
the Champaign City Council and|either of the two 60-unit resi-
Champaign County Housing Au-|dences if the entire project were,.
thority lasted an hour and'a half |split into separate projects for
and left nothing resolved on each.

“whether the city should take.over! Sloan feplied that he doubted
ownership and operation.of theithe federal government . would
;public housing within the city  approve splitting the projects be-
limits. : cause of local Negro insistence

The council promised an an- that persons in the area be giv-
swer by next Tuesday’s regular!en the opportunity ‘o move out-
meeting. The county-group has | side the area. : -
just received authorization to| Wikoff suggested that the city
‘|proceed with condemnation pro-|ask the urban renewal regional
ceedings for public Housing units | office in Chicago if this would be
on N. Harris Street, and does possible. -
not want to initiate legal action| James Williams, relocation of-
without being able to carry it\ficer for the city’s urban re |
| through. : ~ inewal department, said he ex-

The meeting took the form of |pected to need 10 to 20 low-cost
a housing authority report on housing rentals -before March.
progress dn-the planned 120 units | Sloan reported there were cur-
of low-cost housing to be built | rently np units available.
in’ conjuriction with Champaign’s| Sloan ‘gaid also the housing
urban renewal project. authority board believed that

Councilman Paul Somers ‘sev- while persons displaced from the
‘eral months ago charged the urban renewal-area in Cham-
Tousing authority would have no paign would be given priority
available public hotsing by the|for future vacaneies in Cham-
time demolition of residential|paign public housing, this would
structures' began in -the urban|not be the case for public hous-
renewal area. ing in Urbana or Rantoul.

Simple Majority : Sloan said the board believed

“Somers said then he believed  that persons from Urbana or

the public housing phase of re-|Rantou! should have priority for
.development could be better co-|public housing in those towns-

ordinated with the city’s urban ) Greater Need .

renewal plan if the city also con- City Manager Warren Brown-

trolled all public housing within ing asked Sloan how many units
‘the city limits. This led to Tues-|were loeated in Champaign and

day’s meeting. " Urbana. Sloan replied there were

By state law, the city council|140 in Champaign, not counting
can by simple majority, vote to | elderly housing, and 125 in Ur-
take over sll ownership and op-|bana.
leration of public housing within! Browning replied that in that
1the city limits. . ‘ case, considering. the population

Harold Sloan, assistant direc-|of the two cities; it would ap-
itors of public housing for the|pear that the need in Champaign

county, reported Tuesday night|was twice as great’ as that of
the. housing authority has re-|Urbana. : ‘ ‘
ceived approval for both the 60 Sloan said he would check the!
units to be built inside the proj- [backlog of applications to deter-
ect area and the 60 planned for mine if this were true.

‘the N. Harris Street-site. - . |-Councilman Frank Schooley

|- Sloan estimated it would take | asked Sloan if the city could save

at least six months to complete | time by setting up. its own hous-

“condemnation - proceedings on|ing authority. Sloan said with|

the Harris Street site. . |the time. required to establish
“The clearing of the project|the. board, hire the staff and
iarea site may take longer, de- learn the operation, he did not
pending on how ‘quickly the city’ ‘see how any time could be saved.
| can acquire-the land. Sloan said| +{The city council has §Cheduled
{the housing -authority would pur-|& ‘meeting with the Citizen’s Ad-
I chase'the site from the city im- visory. Committe¢ on Urban Re-
\mediately after it'was acquired |néwal at'5 p.m. Tuesday to dis-
and cleared.. : .

.- Mayor Virgil Wikoff asked if

taking over the public housing. :

So far, according to Gensems.
er, there have been no difficuls ..
ties in finding new homes for
families being displaced from -
their homes. . .
However, the city had been.
counting on the: Spalding Park .
public housing units to help ab-..
sorb some of the displaced ‘pere...
sons.\ A ]
Demolition in some areas i$..
éxpected to begin in early De-.:
cember, Gensemer said. .
“If the buildings are va- .
cant and substandard, we'll *
 start having them pulled ;
down,” he said. T
. Gensemer said title clearances .
and ownership ¢learances also,
are causing slowdowns and may .
require some court action. :
““We're in, trouble where some
‘of the Tots have never been re-
corded,” he said. “‘First we have
to determine the legal - bouns
daries of the land and then
find out who all the owners
are.” . L

Renewal Suits to Council

The first condemnation pro-|iar Street, the probable owner of

ceedings in the Champaign ur-|which is Joptha Tisdale.

ban renewal Project 1 area will| - “These actions are to clear up

probably be approved by the title imperfections rather than

city council Tuesday night. Afor disagreements over prices
David Gensemer, director of |{with the owners,” Gensemer

has req_uested action against two don’t know who the owners
properties in the project area. jare.”
" Gensemer said Monday, how-| Gensemer said there are no

cuss further the . possibility of

ever, that the court action is be-!condemnation proceedings plan-
\ihg requested only to clear title|ned for price disagreements at

£o . the properties: and :is mnot this time. He said there may be

‘prompted by any disagreementimore in the- near future . for
[over prices. e v olwy | clearing of titlex 0 T
_The two properties in question| “In both of these cases, the’
are a-residence at 401% E. owners are willing to sell once
Beardsley, the probable owner|the title is cleared,” Gensemer
of which is -Harvey Johnson; said. “You would have to say
and a vacant lot on Nerth Pop- this is a friendly suit.”

the urban renewal department,isaid. “In these cases, we just -

ing in the program did not, re-
quire the. city 'to’. proceed with
Project II. The decision on the
future of urbzgn’ feréwal ‘cotld
be decided at a-later date. The
¢ity, Gensemer said, would have
to pay-for the administration. of;
the program applications. Hej
- gaid’this cost. could be included|
in ‘the general urban rénewal
expenses if the city retains an|
urban renewal -department. . \
*Close In May ‘

> Gensemer said’ Project I willf)

+.. ¢lose out in May and if the city
decides to dissolve the .depart-
_merit after that. date -the cost
of - administering the loah pro-,
gram would have to be paid by
the city. ‘Gensemer has esti-
fnated it would. cost the .cityl:
about $200,000. ' RO

| Members of the concerned)
_Cliizens Committee attended:the}
meeting and urged the CAC to]
actively promote the -continuas
Hion of urban renewal ifi Cham-
paign. John Lee Johnson said|
“We want an urban Trenewal|
program because it is the onlyj
way we can treat our land and],
solve some of our “problem 2
He warned he hopes the “certi-|.
fied loan program under consid-|
eration would not be used by the
City Council o forget about ur-||
such-a'pro:|.

O

Certified loan pr
;hgy;made only: pla
is-said, ‘‘The peopleksho]
# along with the CACH"
/ ]
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neral- tunes since.’ )
ach ﬁrne, HUD has returned
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 study ex1$t1ng sites” by, the twol
v_remammg redevelopers Na-
" tional Homes Tne. and A. Lip-
: pman and Assomates of In-

v,ednceptf' :
W allow .- the” maxunum possible
“land usage for plantmg
- and trees )

~»Sp1es telt Consum s° ‘had sub-

- gdaptito the town house concept
" “pecause of prefabricated box
. type-of constructlon :

" ehen i

councﬂ Chambers; and planned
excursmns for next wweek 1o

¢ m1ttee decided to|
,the proposals of

o subm ed: proposals
: »“bulldmg declsmn ,
Comrmssmn member H enry

itteda “qu1te {nimaginative
“land- plan;”’ -and ~had small
kitchens as well ‘as flrniture not
‘drawn exactly to scale in their
-proposal. It was also felt
Consumers would_ be unable to

Small Facilities
Creative Builders fits into the
box: construcnon constrainment

problems and also planned ex-'
d i 'u‘,and 'k1t-

that Creative’s plans call for

~ 3

e e e g

. wi v e

-~

~
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b e ws v
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1_ suggested w}dat should be done

'

By TONY BURBA
News- Gazette Staff Writer

The only apparent outcome of

ty  for Northeast Champaign
wete plens 'for another meetlriv
Thursday vemng‘ on-. .the

someon uggested havm
er, meetmg: Thursday
drawing tup plans:for: th
and ‘Park Board Pre51d
Brésnan- readlly agreed

Dave Downey, pre51d
Model Commumty Cc
Councxl, pomted out. th: Gné: ay

. |probably “was not & b time
M S ine

volved" to. ’declde W
wanted" 1o do.: : i 5
However, Downey was qulckly
shouted ddiwn.:The plans for the
Thursday - faeeting - -apparently|
was still on-« although™:no ons

they

at the meetm L
Agencies Present
Most of the agencies whlch

ciprobably would bée ,;nvolved nf
;|planning and ope ting a new

center’ were present at Wed-

_|nesday’s meetmg, but it was ap-

parent that: none was’ ready to

*lcomimit himself. - v

When a* speaker"" sked ‘how

‘lmany agencies’ would be ready
to commit, themselyés Thursday|

evening, about five’ hands went
up.

jointly sponsored by ‘the park
paign County Economlc ‘Op-

portumty Councﬂ B
The meeting was' “ealled - so

‘representatlves of agencies in-

terested in a-new. center could
meet with an official -from the
Chicago = office of ‘the U.S,
Department of = Housing - and
‘Urban Development which may
providelrup :to two-thlrds of the
cost of building: the center.

The . “HUD . official, . -Woodrin

first step in gettmg a new center,
should. be to “pull yourselves

'ltogether and ' start dec1dmg

what vou want.”

Meet AgainOn|
NE Center

a meeting Wednesday evemng tol
dlscuss a' new. community faejli-|

The meetlng Wednesday Was‘

distriet, SOUL ‘and ‘the Cham-‘

s

T P

i e 3.‘23&

¢ b~ e n

Kee, told the meeting that the|:




farther along on the
d"fhey taken over|
several years ago

' ) . 10 réntiat $1¥n-a monn; auu sia .
ResPo“S‘ble i ‘ °- foursbedroom - usits at $145 a !|priorities’ dre  considerea 1n
A_day morning, City Mana- : month Urbah . reneéwal dxrector ‘ ' deciding Wh1ch commumtles get}f
Pavid Gensemer said he had| "|funds. ;
¢dnferred with a representative .| First,- he said, at'least one-|!
_from National and said they] . /|third. of the :families in the|¢
would be wxllmcr fo° make .any. . ,nelghborhood to be- served by
" adaptions within: reason, such as the center must have annual in-
-modifying * for. “five ~or one corhes of less ‘than''$3,000.
‘bédroom units. . . ! ‘Second, he said, “Neigh-
" The ecommission . agreed in! ’ borhood 'residents must
vor..of the townhouse concept . {particate in preparing the plans
ich.allows a family fo-inhabit : . . and ‘appiication,” afid they must
an' entire unit, deveélop a sense continue to be involved when the
oft denhty and not be stacked center  goes into operation.”
n'top of anothér. -, Th].rd and most important, ‘
man’s, proposal calls for : | Kee sald was that the centey|
its of townhouse-and apart- would have 16 be’ designed ‘‘to
ent development - -with” rents [meet the most pressmg pro-j:
nging from - "$82: 'I:o $1301' blems of ‘the commumty If your

[ P

}24 and

o

e | ﬁmshed faster . = ortlons of the
‘County: Housmg Au- L workédble. ﬁ‘ro&am’t’sﬁbmlsslon

d & There was no response to the
city’s letter, Browning said, un-
til March 12, when Champaign
County Regional Planning Direc-
tor . Richard Ma«lt by made- a

: ecommodatmg” ify: deal—
i ] “We have

peisonal vigit ‘to! Chicago o
dxswss the apphcatlon

A §ithilar “HUD deta v ook’
placé betweéen ‘April 25 and J uly
1@,-‘-Br'ow‘n’ d
~In thatiichsé

-. the commission ‘may  question

T éity‘«*sul‘o‘-'l i developmen‘c

rnonthly They have ‘also  in--
.digated a willingness to adapt
their plans 1o’ local desires and

Sithem on  a total townhouse

greatest need ‘is- for job taining
and edueation, and you try to £o
at a center from the standpoint
of recreatlon you probably
wor't gét any money. e

Centers norma_lly are con-

trolled by -a policy advisory

mitted another lettér: on April: ’ i b
councﬂ conslstllng of residents

3 ig welfare

Proposes Tour'

would be! 25;¥ asstiring "HUD" that ‘thie* city ¢ i i
“Bt ¢ | would try to’comply with. certalnw 1+ | Commission ‘member William of  the, neighborhood ‘and|-
requirements.; = - 7+ Wrestler- suggested ' that - the representatives of the agencies
The ¢ity heard nothma untxl mrn1ss1on members schedule ‘providing services ‘at the center, |
HJuly - 10, Brownlno‘ said, when | . excursions, with the mayor, city = . he:said.’}
" Malth: ‘called the Chicago, office| “mianagér and council, to visit ex- V Major Portion - :
v_ -t tmg developments By both Na- ; #Commitments from: agencxes :
: g - fional and Lippmai. He Sald he ) : to prov1de services play 4 major|

ﬂ,‘ ught they ‘could rnake a bet- part in our consideration of any
Jection - after seemg the C application for funds,” Kee said.
anies at-work.: - - o There are slow and fast ways|:

"o

the, city’ could
sp‘onse from

: ‘, Gensemer said he.. has ar- - o of .applying for -funds, he said.
ranged a Ch1cago -excursion for : The . slow way involves sub-
;next Wednesday to visit a Na- . mission.. of prepatory . plans to

HUD, gettmg them ; approved,|.
w ‘then going on to “hire  anj;
archltect and prepare complete |
plans before" begmnmg cone

nal Home: development at 50th
Bi:

QRTOG W TR

appeared obv1ously

e e

1ace housmg for the|

had met all.these obJec‘uons

Ay comnuttee qeurrently  is
belng forined o review and up-
date. all: c1ty codes;iand the
Revlonal Planning Staff-4s work-
ing on_ the nieighhorhood
analysls he said. -

1L1 ; elves’ to accompanv the structlon. !
PABEY K p and, city manager: Brown- ‘ The fast Way, he sa1d, is to|,
?lplé’tin' 'de nelghborhood - will ‘¢anvass’ “council \prepare . program -plans and i
i L ahaly nd ‘& meed for updating mbers to see:which of them arch1fec'€ura1 plans at the same|'
ofE{He™ city. ‘Miniumn Housmg - able to make the trip: ' time™ and, submlt them all- at

"1 Code. A Gensemer is also arranging a once. - .
Browning  said.the city felt it 1:r1p 1o visit 2, Lippmait develoop- - “If This’ ls' 'ne, we ‘can"pro-|'

ment. in .the ‘neas future. Lip-|
prhan built: Hessel Manor but,
'because of the -time-lapse -and
the ‘different 'usage:of building |
space, this is not-considered an

+adequate appra1sal : Lippman

. has developments in Lafayette, |

ybably decide ‘Whether " or not” tof'
‘fund you ,wi tsix ‘months,”
Kée said. ““The only drawback to|'
th1s is that if we. decide . not tof!
grant any moriey, the cost of the
architect 'will come out of your|!
lown pockets.””” "

The city also’ has evised a o “Ind., and hsa-a. proposed 192, Bresnan . :pointed .out " that|’
| plan to"aecelerate’ the housing .j unit’ development in Danville. although the p istriet .has
inspection - ‘prograri by using o <" Thé. commission. -looked" : to would be ready 1o take over by(‘ repeatedly committed. itself . to

building::inspection érgonnel as * gome- potent1a1 problems by the | N

3
there mlght 1
two remammg compames and,’ the suggested 5 pleuon date of ; <

‘the. local

and ‘that ‘the councﬂ consensus:

. there should b ng | parttime whousing? #nspectors .

duran' the off-Season’ £

community’s:
the cost. |
Kée commented that the even-|t
tual- plans probably Would ‘Be:for|1
X

S several’ of. the peo~
‘ “»addressed the coun-

JECt -over
managers. N ! &
mised however to- guarantee developers made no men‘uon of
. that profess1ona1 management plantmg C e k! :

W;lkoff said - the elderly peo-i
R ple apparently ‘had: somehow ||
e eived the 1deawt3e city would}
nearly 1,000+ ¢ ‘klck ’them out ~if-~they took|
for public housmg: may be- dis- OVEI" “We  would have no m-}
'pIaced from their horﬁes +entlon of d1sturb1ng anyone,

Barr’s presentat1on took place he said. b e

newal prOJe S

|

P

e
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- FIRST- ROUND OF HOUSE JUGGLING. The house
‘at left, now located at 503 E. John, C, will be moved

| . -sometithe this week to a lot at 512 E. Vine, C, right,

L as the first effort of Champaign Homes Inc. The house

was donated to Champaign Homes by the
YMCA. If it is not moved, the University of Illinois
will demolish it. Champaign Homes, a"corporation of

Champaign women, intends to move the house to its -

ation, refurbish it and sell'it at their cost. The
‘house is in better shape than it looks. Workmen have
‘removed' a’ stone yeneer which would. not have stayed
on during the moving. The women also plan to buy a’

" number of homes in clearance areas of the city’s urban™
renewal project, move them to conservation areas and “
rehabilitate them. They hope to make the homes avail- - ‘
able for purchase prices between $6,000 and $8,000.. !

fAMPAIGN-URBANA COURIER

1. Agree on Price:

(itytoBuy
Fgs Crushing
Plant Soon

By L. H. Alexander -
An agreement has been reach-
ed between property owner a}ld
city on the old egg crushing
plant on. N. Poplar Street, the
most expensive and most con-
troversial piece of property in
the urban renewal Project 1
area.
_ Urbana Renewal Director Dav-
id Gensemer said Thursday
that he hoped to have title to
the property by Christmas.
Gensemer did not reveal the
ragreed price, but the maximum
appraisal price on the property
was $213,000 and the final agreed
price is expected to be at least

' ,AFTL-ef .$80',605d Contract
W~ For UR Demolition

. A contract for all demolition
:work to be executed within
the Champaign urban renfawal
‘;rproject area was tentatively
fwarded to the Moon Construc-

tion Co. of ‘Olivet, Mich., Tues-

am received another, vote of{;
confidence from’the-Champaign
il- Tuesday - after an

asking if he

» the more;S

oning the Brogrags
ope and " Councilfiz
Johnston in favor:

4

Snyder Rebuts
Attack Fr

&9;/ /176

. By TONY BURBA
Gazette Staff Writer
iChampaign. City - Councilman

fended  the éi',t'y’,s urban. renewal

project: Tuesday .evening,.in re-
ply to ene of, Councilman, Rob-

rert P.. Pope’s regular. attacks

M. .G, Snyder vigorously. de-

| people who have

on the project.

Tuesday- evening;:
so far as to move"
withdraw “from
which has been under
June. o

.would have meant. that’
‘taxpayers instead of h
government would
\pay.the more’
‘ready ‘spent on:th
. “DO' you . Q
away all -this 0
our  efforts. to
with ' decent . plag
this, area?”, Snyd
. ‘We ‘are. tryl
a_problem that yo
‘has' existed he
[years,” he went’ol
fortunate. You
dome and:go.-
|please. '
“We are tryi

to afford it the s
ities as you have;’



betore bnr15tma= .

The ‘egg crushmg plant be—

came “a subject of controversy
in the city council last summer, |
when some councilmen charged
that the appralsals were much
too hlgh :
‘Some suggested even a $100,-
000 offer for the property. There
was evidence then that ‘the 4-3
council majority supporting ur-
ban -renewal was cracking on
this-issue, but apparently these
cracks have been. cemented

Qensemer reported ‘that . the

rest of the property acquistion

program in ‘the urban- renewal

|area was rutining smoothly, with

| about ene-fourth of the.total area |
inow owned by the-city.

|Other Properiy

.. The city has acquired a7 par-

e els of land with a total. of 350,-|
569 .square feet: of the: 1,520,978

square. feet to be acqun'ed in the

area. Gensemer said: another 24|
parcels were under sale contract |
now- awaiting title clearance by
c1ty attorneys.’

Progress also was reported in
the: ‘eritieal southwest atea' of
the’ pro;ect where 60 units of
vitally'needed public housing are
schedrﬂedﬁfor constructlon

g 1red and another 12/are under
sale contract" leavmg"a total of
‘ s'ix e acquired. Two of these
six‘are-presently beéing held up,
\because -of: unclear t1tle ‘due to[
estate trusts. - -

“We hope to clear these other
two - pa eels w1th1n a week ”
Gensem ¥ added. ‘

L vase

“ousing. and Urban Develop-
spent and the postmg of a.per-
¥ormance bond ‘by. the Meony
tompany. .

« At -3 study" sess1on “pefore
Tuesday’s meeting, the council,

! %ad decided to reject “Moon’s:

dow bid because of the “small
Size of his operatlon Several
ncouncllmen expressed doubt
¥hat the firm would be able to
satlsfactonly ‘execute the ‘work.
" However; -Henry Moon, the
’bwner of the company, was in
ithe audience during the regular
Husiness meeting, and the coun-
©il recessed to meet, with hlrn‘
before taking a vote: .

% ‘When' the "eouncil emerged
efter the recess, they voted to
grant- the contracty to' - Moon,
'under the condrtlons speclfxed
% Bids from, eight compames

‘Were ‘véceived on the . .work, |

ahich will involve the demoh-
Yion of as many as 20 buildings.
» Some of the bids were more
¥han $100 000 higher than
'Moon s

"I‘he vote: to grant the -con-
Yract was. 5-2;" with Couneiliften

Hebett P.. Pope and Seely‘

:'Johnston yoting ¢ no
. _.A__-————————-_"'—_"

After this "

approval Gen-

semer said, the ,notlce fo begin|!
erl'be;slent 1

contractor.

demolition

iAgumsi UR

5» ‘ (Contmued from. Page 3)

U ‘l, Yiwi I\UHUIJ‘

‘nice vacant lot.

to call the rolll

:’5,

rban renewal prOJect

0
l‘géhanged‘ -own ! vote to:“No”
éfter thé others had wvoted.

i.The ‘folr<méan majority’}

gg“Schooley, ‘Snyder and Council-

“‘No Ty ! o
| Pope and Councllman Seey

omers abstained.
Pope ‘made his motion as one

:ofll'ns I;legnler powerful verbal
e D,

1 ave: been glven
data .that- at 1east
‘rr;ban renewal Droj

4 and harrassment ”oE :
"¥or Seven Years ! “l
**Thig' hias. gong.on for seven
yéars,” he said. “Tdon’t expect
th}s pro,]ect to be completed in a|
day, but so far all'we’'ve got is
a:dot of paperwork stacked up.”
e then made reference tc the

apphcatmn for recert1f1-
of-the Workable Program

for Commumty Improvemént
“Let thls letter from HUD be

;1koff then ordered the - p1ty ‘

i When Wikoff’s name was call-| |
s’ out of force

However Councllman Frank
chooley leaned over and ad-1
ised - him that 3 “Yes” vote
the motion would, stop the

ikoft ordered ‘the c1ty clerk |
contigue . thé . roll -call, and

Sthat| |
*passed ‘urban reriewal in“May) |
defeated -Pope’s motion. *Wikoff, | |

AARAS RIS | Y
ing: to-do?™
: Wields; Gavel, )

Coumcllrnan
»other urban - ren
;called jone of -

fman W1lham Kuhne voted -

Johnston Voted - ‘“Yes,”” and i

0 -
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In-proposed urban renewal area

To consi

By Darlene Napady
- Of The Courier
A program for immediate
financial aid for certain
homeowners in Champaign’s
propoged. second urban re-
newalzarea is expected to be
presented ‘Tuesday to _the
city’s” “urban renewal adv1s-

. ory group.
Urbati Renewal Director

Dav1d¥Gensemer said today
he plans ito- discuss - a Cer-
tified Area Program with the
Citizens -Advisory Committee
on Urban Renewal (CAC)
at thé group’s meeting at
noon Tuesday in the city
building.

~ Unders such a program,
homeowners in area$. where
a. cify is considering -action

such a$ urban renewjal can”

begin = receiving:
'grants and low -

‘months ‘of plann
newal act1v1t1es could “begin,

In the past such long Walt-

ing periods have aroused un--

certainty among area -prop-
erty owners, who delay mak-
ing repairs until they qualify
for federal assist

This, in turn, ]
accelerate deterloratlon
the area.

But under the certlﬁed'

tively slated- for rehab lita-
tion or 'comservation would
be eligible for the loans and
grants at once.

Champaign’s ;planning ap-
plication estimates that about
60 per cent of the 160 acres
bounded by Project I on the

north, - the Ilinois - Central

tracks on the west, Univer-
sity Avenue ‘on the south and
Wright Street on the east
needs. only - rehabilitation
rather than fofal clearance.

er aid to

. sa1d !
. The . program Would be.
open only to owner - occu-
“pants, not' absentee landlords,:

The federal grauts, raised
to a maximum -of $3,500 by
the 1969 housing act, would
be 'available:only to those

“This federal program is
the .only way these home-
owners can borrow - the mon-
ey at 3 per cent,” Gensemer

he added.
“To- carry out such a pro-
gram, the city should _not

. need ‘more than $200,000, he -

said, It could be administer-
ed by an urban renewal staff

- member, on a part - time

' but onee~ Progeet

eowners

basis, with clerical help.

As long as Project I con-
tinues, the staff member’s
salary would - continue to be
met out of project costs,
1-ig~ter-
city
the" ad-

would have to pay

mJ.mstratlve costs, he added'_

ell 1:h‘e1;e w}pﬂ

Co

no lega it
part of the city-to go“ahead
with'an urban renewal proj-

.-ect once it initiates a cer-

tified area’ program

‘If .the CAC and then the
c1ty council both approve the
certified area idea, the r

newal staff could have an ap=i;
plication ready within a

week, Gensemer said.. 5.
Appareéntly HUD W2

ficient funds {0}

projects, he’ ad e

ment on the"
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. mitted.

“t

< would run from:

_mew, and the I

; amp gn Mayor V1rg11 Wi-
koff said Th sday he intendsto

federal funds to the Lcity for
re“ al,of house and apartments
] ed b

zens Adv1sory Councﬂ member
“Henry Spies, makes the funds-
available to local housing auth- |
orities which have been directed |
by the local c1ty counc1l to ap-

ty fficials; the :

could, W]koff estnnated have
people placed in housing within!
twelve - weeks of - the! itimie the
apphcatlon for 4 ds_was sub-

Two Provisions? ‘
* Wikoff outhned two ways in

whlch the plan could work:
"“The local housing authority
ity from the;

to 1n_d1v1dua1_ t
five yearst
ptlon to re-
 would be
guaranteed e units, re-:
gardless of whethér they were
occupied. fus |

—The landlord can lease units.
" directly to cccupants, with the
housing - authorlty“eretammg the
right to “acdeept” or jeet the ten-
ants. " . .

Subs1d1es underg’tghe program
_vary, Wikoff said, accordmg to
"the size. and location :of "the
house:or apartment‘ ,' ‘be rent-
ed:

witha five-yea

. paign Ceunty  Hous)

The subsidies “do net depend

on the income of the individual” |

'who will live in the unit,

. Another provision of the plan
is that subsidies can “Be Tised to
rent older homes as single fam-
11y dwellings, or those that have|
been broken into apartments;
with the stipulation that the own:
er will brmg the buildmgs up to:

Il Lfiada i 5l Arrainier

. Asnew . quick way .
ing -.pubhc housing’
paign: County by usin

buildings.. has. “been' 3ugg
- by, Champalgn Mayor V1rg11 C
" ‘Wikoff. )
Under the - new method ‘ac-

corditig . to Wlkoff

ity would place tamiliés: in’ ex— existing -units.’

. isting rental houses and apart-
“ments and | sub51dlze thelr rent.
" “This.is ‘the ‘Feder al Housing
Authorlty s newest plan for pro-

“Under the program -he'said,

1 “They 1mphed tha:t the tra—
iditional method * of prov1d1ng
housing, by ‘havmg the public
housing authority build and’op-
_|evate i, probably will ‘become
obsblete soon,” ‘he added? “They
{seem to be gearing their: whole
operatlon to- Ieasmg ot buymg

the county authority could eith-
Lex: iease unus Jrom private land-|
lords and subleaSe the uruts to

1 S ‘Gthei words ” he said,

tenant’s‘;. ‘or-let, the tenants le

. {the Tunits and slmply pay part

c{of their rent. © . B
The stbsidy: would vary:

cording to-the- umts bem 'lea,s- ‘h

‘edy " Wikoff: said
Subsldy Naries 7
~ The subsxdy normally 1s bas-

ed on whati the federal’ governs:

ment ‘would:pay. if the’ housmg

“authority: wére to
units. -

“instead of bulldmg urits- that
would ~be' rented‘ ‘for = 360 .2
montn they Wou]d sub51dlze the

constr:‘uct‘
7 vide' housmg for displacees frofyi

1SDAY, NOV. 30, 1967,

smg Unnts

NeWs~Gazetﬁe Staff Wr

Champalgn offlclals ' report
_good progress in ac_qmmn ‘a

aw

‘tracts have been mgned “for _h‘
 purchase of 22 of the 28 pa,rcels :
of prc)perty whlch wﬂl make 1
{the site.”
..Of the ‘22 he sald nme sales
*‘have been closed and 13 are
Ibeirig pPocessed.” v
. Génsemer said he could fore~
$ee o major dlfficulmes 4n" 4c¢-
quiring- the remammv parcels.
Only resmientlal lots remain;
The: oBly larger 1ot ih the  site
area was” acqu:red more. than
a month ago., )
Not Defmlte :
However, Gensemer dechhed
to predict when the site mightbe
jcleared ) "t could bé sold to

E epend on how
soon we can relocate the people
who are now hvmg theré,” he
said. .

It-had been suggésted during
recent  diScussions between the
County Housing Authorny and
the C1ty Councﬂ thét the Hous-
;mv authorlty was not making
rapid enough progress toward
\startmf’ ‘con'st_ructio'n on the

i naanddn B el

% éd.'and another four'to six weeks{

i

3

1

sponstble for all damage to pri- 4
| vate housing: tinits beyond norrn- ;
jal depreelatlon ‘

fbefore such: a’ program could
the. approved vakoff said. was|

[ing: available tunder this' pro-~

‘mg offxce was vlvmg to :

twould not, “be’ affected:

i contmue afterwerds

; rentingsthem' this Wav' » he said.

| be. to tent the units on a basic
ione- to flve-year Tease.

i prove suéh .programs if they

rent of an ex1st1ng umt to a,
level of 360 a month.” " 7 .

As under emstmg pubho hous-
12 ~programs tenan

e.3
quest that the county hou
authorlty apply for’ such‘”
sxdzes,_ speﬂlally to help

the c1tys
prOJect

LT would tal\e four. to, six
weeks to get a provram APPTOV-

urban renewal
Y

to start nnnlementme' it,”’ Wi
koff said. “We ecould h,ave hous-

gram within three months.” - |
. He said that the federal Thous-
LlOI‘-

w at the ‘pottom‘
hsts

However, he added the 120
publie’ housing “units . scheduled
-l buili “in Champaign next:
.yéar " under .the  old ‘method]

“Sore’ ‘people. might see this
1as. merely a stop-gap witil the
126 umts are finished,” Wikoff
saxd “but TAvould: hobe’ it could

“He said the housmg umts to be
rénted-would. only have to meet;
Jocal building ¢codes.. They could |
be To¢dted anywhere nr th et
county -

“It mlbht encourage the own— ;
et “of rehablhtab]e properhes
to f1x thém Adp-if they knew thev
would'be able fo' make-a profit

Lease’ Option: - -
‘The’ nor*nal ‘procedure would

with
an option to renew for another
five .years.

Wikoff ‘added that the county .
housing" authority, and ' the! fed-|
eral government would. be re- |

“One:- thing " to be determmed

{he normal vacancy rate of rent-
al housing units ‘in. the county,
The government - will not ap-|

'would drop the narmal vacandy
rot‘e below 3 per, -cent.
ev - .don’t want to deplete

arket and compete: with
cumlename 13 XXTilrAPE :wnR

i

. sByL.H.Alexand

- mecessary’ to-

The Champaign City
decided without forimal vote
Tuesday to leave the otwhership

o sipublic
housmg in the city:to the:@ham-
palgn Coun y‘*Housmg Authority.

] 1. Sothepsifavored. the ||
citysakeover, desp1te -ani, ‘hour
“half plea prior to theireg:
ular meeting by the city-appoint-

d (Citizen’s. Advisory: Comm1ttee
Urban Renewal CoL

“ lour discu

.Bhe “issue, however
* -be tally dead. Wikoff indieated
" beand perhaps othervel offlcr-
als ewould talk to fede :hous-

st ctlon iof-the 120°uniitss ‘
The housing: authority :has
been given nine months: by fed-

units,” Som

Not " even
self could get
to-help-the peop.

1 ‘area, SO - Weé mlght‘as wellla

write these people off.’

Ratholes' :
Somers sa1d demohtmn of

houses in "the area will begin in| 0L
Decemiber, and:the public hous-| Wit
'ing units were not even out of - “Whej
' +|them?"” Some

f,tahe planmng stages

requ1res “th

relocated must b

eral’ off1c1als to staft work Gon I

fhéunits. After this ddeadling; no :

federal funds W111 beavailable | !

£or the prOJect
'l 000 More Units'

b John Bares chairman of ~th e

CAC and hls ‘commiittee” met

with/ the ¢ouncil two' hours prior i*
- to'the regular nieeting to request
. the city taKeoyer the public hous- ¢
ing. The special meéting was re-
queste(? aiter the eouncil met#
in study session with the‘county

housmg authorlty X ard a week

ago,-

Barr told the councﬂ that it is i
- Took - beyond|:

‘the present; probleiis and ~ pro-

.. duced figures~ show1ng~that ur- |

ban redewal will make -neces-¥
sary. in -the future $0

more. units of public

housing.;

“There are presently” né plansi,
for public housing past the 120 l

umts » Barr said. -
"Barr said he agrees the re-
cently completed housing for the

 elderly in Champaign was aj
“-worthy achievement, but " “this |

is not’ Where we have our’; prob-

lems.”

for families and md1v1duals Pri

marily ‘Negroes; that wills®
Aienlared hv rhan rendf@l.

1,000

- “We need low cost housmg fs

dr. | when to ‘hold 1]
: whether to:




wi mﬁgt in pubhc study sessmn
Tuesday “gftefricon fors ,dlscus-_
sion ‘with: members of the
zem’s A»dvmory i€
Urban Renewal

The spec‘ 1 Fsesslon
atSpm n!

ai. he my
e .‘bvh Hot: ng

;.of ’the ‘busi-|.
the ‘couneil, |

twhich wiil"bégin at 7:30 p.m. 1

ik l.lC U.J..L.LJ.L LY «
. o

oHbTe

i Paul Somers “votéd. against |

ithe incrgase on grounds the lon-

gev1ty pay.-. “for - policemen and
Hfiremen is less than that of other
c1ty employes s

"The pay : increases, ‘a contro
versy for almost five months,
range from mere than 30 per
cent for patrolmen and firemen
to 7 per.cent for ‘non-uniformed’
city employes ran iost fire and
pohce department officers.” ./~

The council attached “an
amendment fo the-s alary or-
\dinance incteasing the city man-
‘ager’s salary from $18,375 to
$19, 658, an increase of seven per
\cent th@( same as other: non- um-
)formed IR
[ Councthnan Seely Johnstonat-

».to
ifiremen to keep ‘the  two’ per

icent per. five years of ' service|.

[ongevity pi . they presently

'have; but“the  amendment was|

defeated 4.3 with’Robert P o Jrof
| joining Johnston “and So me I's
{on the issue.

 Study Tlme

Iese per year' from the mcreased
salés tax thamiwas; est1mated

K
&

;fox;e“ »
urlng the interval between
e;de eat.of the amendment and|:

out of order ‘because: an-
notion, - the salary -ordiz

l_actmn theti if “the “pay raises
ere togo Hito, effect Bee: 1, as‘

allow policernen and |

. Pope asked. for more tnne to|th

ipervigusly. Pope also asked for |
time to consider, the eity 1

housmg lf

Seaﬁe

. councﬂ “You can move fo° table
1lit,” the mayor $aid, but Pope‘
|did not reply.

Councilman ‘Beb Snyder pomt—
“led out that thé’ eity shotild take

Wasprewausly plahiied. s

The salary schedule. passed
Tuesday:iwds the same as¢ pro-
posed by,Wlkoff a week agoas

a compromise to-police and: fire!

department demands and rec-
ommendatmns of the mty man-
ager. . - ; Lo
Liquor Law - . - i

- In. other: action Tuesday, the

councﬂ approved an amendment ‘

to- the liquor; code to allow. pack-
age l1quor stores- within -1,500

feet.of the. Umversn:y -of, Ilhno;s ‘

campus. There is a package
store planned for the southwest
‘corner: of Wright and University.

‘he' council action brought the
. liquor code in conformity
the Illinois liquor code,
allows package stores but
d 11quc'>r bars within 1,-
500: feet of the campus

T T

voted to. defer ac-'
. uest for vacatmg

' from ‘.Pros‘pect Avenue and Kirby

Avenue.

About, . two dozen re51dents of
the public; housmg for the elder-
il|ly in Champaign attended th e

council meeting ‘and: asked that |

. |the city. allow the county housing|
.1 auithority to retain control of the
housing within the city. :

Snyder explamed that if the
city were to take over,the pub;
““Hic housing; hothing n the pres;
nt system . would be changeo

‘\and the housmg for the elderly

Would remain as;it-is. A eity of;
frc1a1 said after the meeting that
someone had:apparently told the
group; that they would ‘lose thelrt

y ok it over.”

at| ment Has;ha
d, housing f
. The
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Vote Tuesday

1 A resg M\%tion seek'n_]gl‘
permission 0. apply for @,
Certified  Area Plan -for
rehabilitation loans for homes‘\
in a five-black area of the pro-|
posed Projeet 1T Urban Renewall
area will be acted on during
the Champaign City Counell
meeting at'6:45 p. m.Tuesday.

The 'CAP plan would allow

_ CHAMPAIGN-URBAN

about 20 ;heme. OWRETS in an
area bounded by Washingion
and Park @and First and Fifth
Streets tfg,%ppl’y fgr:'grants or!
low-interest laans to fix up their
homes. :The eoquneil must ap-
prove the: program before ap-
plications can be made. oo
' The gErogram. Is federally
funded and allows grants up »
to $3,500 for eligible families —_—
and loans up to $15,000 at. three Street to around the corner on
per cent interest. Specifications| John. The area is now zongd_i t
in the HUD program prahibit | businesses or corporations. |
the expansion of the program|to allow the -construction of
at this time. ) lduplex apartments. : \
Some Opposed The petitioner, Stonegate Inc.,| |
. some black grofips have|said the towmhouses would form| |
claimed they ape opposed tola bufter ? ’
|the program kecause they say)school, pa nd indusfry on
" it will . stop “the city from in-|the west and 2 residential area
itiating = Project II of urbanjon the east. Stonegate ne.{ [ Hl
renewal. T ) originally asked for the high-| | :
The Council will also heardensity: R-6 zoning, but thei i
a rezoning petition seeking to|Champaign Plan Commission ;
|allow the construction o f|recommended . the couq011 ap-| |
|townhouses along & strip on|progve the Jower density R-4\ :
Crescent Drive from william classfication. . d
e
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"petween the

Mrs. Afberta*Crénshaw; 1101 for
N ath St is presetited with &l

i

L

i ing *the first to rehabili-
;tate: her Tresidence:using Ur-

A COURIER | Saturday, Feb. 17, 1968

il

i
i

i

T
|

s enshaw’s |

morning. - Mrs. .
house iow meets the minimum !

. Thursday, J anz

! Dehve'redxopRFD Routes-Jan.23

Urbana builder

tOE’

By Darlene Napady -

Of The Courier

An Urbana contractgy
Thursday was given the go-
.ghead on two apartment
buildings for the elderly, sub-
ject to final approval by fed-

eral housing officials.
" At a special meeting, the

Champaign County Housing
Authority board authorized
.General Structures to pro-
ceed with plans. for the-two

structures, one in Champaign -
and the other in Urbana.. . ..~
The board - siid it would "

issue a letter of commitment,
saying they will lease the

. 40 units under the rent sup-

plement program, as soon as
_the Chicago regional office
of the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development
inspects and approves the
sites.

The firm already has se-
lected a site at Washington
.and Lynn streets for the
Champaign building and is
negotiating for a site in Ur-
bana.

Bud Finney, executive di-
rector of the authority, said
it could afford the company’s
asking price of $130 a month
per unit if some tenants pay
more than.the $40 monthly
minimum rent. . ..
Paying the:difference .~ '

The housing authority
would use federal funds to
pay the - difference between
the total rent and what the
tenant can afford to pay.

d tobegin on
units for elderly

Representatives of General
Structures said that if they
received a commitment im-
mediately they could break
ground about April 1 and
have the building ready -for
occuparnicy by next Septem-
ber. ‘

They also outlined certain
changes in their plans since
first. presenting them to the
board two weeks ago.

- Each building - still Woula.
. consist of two levels, an Eng-

lish basement about 4% feet
below ground level and a
full top level an identical dis-
tance above the ground.

But the stairway had been ° .

moved from an enclosed tow-
er outside the building to the
interior of the building, al-

lowing each three - room -
apartment to be increased

to almost 400 square feet.
All will have a standard-
size .kitchen equipped with
range, refrigerators, and
cabinets similar to those be-
ing used in other apartment
buildings being built by the
firm. -

"Floors carpeted = ©
~ The bedrooms will be large

enough to accommodate’.

_queen - size beds. The bed-.. '
‘rooms and living rooms, as 7
well as the .corridor . apd
stairway will be carpeted. ¥
. Besides the range, - siok,

and refrigerator, the build-

ers said they would: supply

. draperies and curtain rods.

Grab rails will be provided
in the bathrooms as well as
along the hallway and stairs.

In other action, the board
increased the monthly elec-
trical allowance for units in
certain projects from a range
of $3.25 to $5.75 to one of

© $5 to $7.75, depending on th
- gize of the unit.
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~For Project Il Urban Renewal ' }

Area Rehab Loans

Receive Ar proval

o By TOM- SLOCUMY

" News-Gazette Staff ‘Writer
. Approximately 24 resiflents of
avfive-block: ares. in' ‘the Ppro-
'posed Project II urban renewal
area:can new apply to the fed-|lowing grants up to 33,500 and!
ieraltsgoveriiment for low-inter- $15,000 loans at three per cent!
‘est - rehabilitation “loans and |interest, received strong  ap-|
igrants following approval of a|proval at a.’"study session on;
[Certified- Area Program by the Jan. 28, and received only one.
‘Chamipaign City. Council. Tues- negative vote from Councilman3
-day’ by adlvoter .. ' o Robert Pope. Councilman Wil-|
= The. 'ares liam Kuhne -and Seely Johnston;
were not present -during the vot.!
ing: ; ' i
in, Pope said although he trieq tq‘i
ithe.;program, the homies must |rationalize a favorable vote or)
be ‘owrier ' occupied; either - sin-|the CPA. plan, 'his conscience:
iwould mot let him. A long-time:
foe of federal intervention in lo.
i cal government, Pope said, “We
must find ways to’ get; the fed-»
eral government off our backs
and out of our pockets.” He said
the. government. would ‘be tak-
ing the money at eight.per cent
interest and' giving it. out at
three. per cent, with the people
making up the difference, .
Other councilmen -did" ot
comment, Tuesday. but'.gave the
program strorx\g support before.,
They have said:they liked. ‘the
Program because it is -volun-
tary, fully federally funded’ and
does not commit the city s the
second urban renewal project’
Also, homes that are rehabilitat-
red under-the program cannot. be ;
demolished in a later urban re-|

newal action. ... Y
Richard; Dayis, chairman’ of [
the Concerned Citizens Commit- '
tee, commended the council for
passing the. ' program : but
warned that it is.not a “cure-
all” for the city. He said the
city musi now “push on and go
into Project-II of urban re-
nhewal.” oo .
;. David Gensemer, director of
the department of™ urban re-
hewal, has told the counei] that
the CPA program does not build
|streets, sewers or street lights
4 but only fixes up those: houses |
ithat are fixable, , . - |

gle family or duplex and be re- ;
habilitable. The homes must
also be located in a potential
urban renewal area:

The voluntary program, al-

The area eligible for the'CBA

|

: ,kwwl,ﬂﬁl.il,ﬂ"d’ i

.
.

Mrs. AfSerts” Crenishaw, 1101

certificate of achievement by
City Manager Warrer} Brgwn-
ing and Mayor Virgil Wlkqff

-

b

‘presented ;

to Mrs. Alberta Crenshaw, 1107,
| :St., C, who was the first Northeast™®
| orhppd ,bor#i_eowner to rehabilitate her

RECEIVES CERTIFICATE .. Lo
: “for being“the first to rehabili- morning.

N. 6th St., is presented with-a.~

" Mrs. Creﬁé}n.é\;v"si
tate her residence using Ur- house now meets the minimum
ban Renewal ,;,fu.r}ds. She. re-.

ceived the»ucentilf-lcla}t

ewal idepartment.

‘&.

‘ “increased: the - monthl;

.“size of the vmit:
standards of the Urban Re-

Gazette Photo By Joé' McNamara
home using federal urban renewal funds.

p

%o is William Hall, the project
ation officer. Grants and -low-
ns are available to owneis of
. but " rehabitable houses in
&Project area, ‘and several other reha-
bilitations are under way.

~“In other action, the.k

trical allowanee: for units:in
certain projects from a range .
of $3.25 1o $5.75. {0 one Qf
$5 to $7.75‘,fde,p»end;pgmg;

But a e'present,atlv‘eﬂ the

Tilinois Power: Co., who at-/,

-, tended "the meeting, s aid
rates have "ot be,e‘n,_,;g-"
" creasedatall. .
/" Any increase in electr
bills must be the Trestilt o
increased use; he said, .. "
Although. this will anean, a
" saving for tenants, it W 1
"cost  the - authority "2 minj-
mum of $2,000 a month;,‘}F I
‘ney estimated. D
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Raps
Power Law [n
|Emergencies

.\nance he was referring to

.{the .council chambers. However,

Reiocaﬁon Cited

By TONY BURBA
" News-Gazette Staff Writer
Councﬂ and citizen opposition

¢ |to ‘Champaign’s urban renewal

program, dormant in recent

_{months broke. out again Tues-

day evening in questions about
what the city is doing about
difficult relocation cases.
Urban Renewal Director Dav-
id Gensemer told the council
there would be only abouf ten

¢ |families -for whom finding re-

location housing would be a
sérious problem.
One of the ten, Mrs. Mamie

*"***

layor's

Champaign Negro actist Roy
Williams told the Chamapign|’
City Council Tuesday' evening
that he would have no respect

for a city ordinance crrzua’ci‘i"lg the
mayor emergency powers dur-|

ing a civil emergency.

“T would not consider ‘this a
law,”” Willlams said. The ordi-
'S
tabled for further study a
last' council rheeting. When

‘|will be brought up again is not|

known.

Williams charged that the law
was aimed specifically at ““con-
trol of black people.”’

When another Negro, James
Ransom, made a similar charge
two weeks ago, Mayor Virgil
C. Wikoff had him ejected from

the "council Ilistened without

~|comment Tuesday.

“Will_iangs noted that even

(Related Story on Page 7),

Thomas, 1108 N. Poplar Street,
was present to protest that the
city had offered her ‘and her
husband only $6,500 for- their
home and'they had been unable
to find another home they eould
buy for that amount. .
Earlier in Tuesday’s meeting,
the council voted 4-3 to insti-
tute condemnation proceedings
against the Thomas’ home since
they had refused to sell.
- Mrs. Thomas said what
money she has goes to pay for
medicine.

Seeks Answer

Vernon Barksta]i d1rector of
the Champaign County Utrban

.| League, asked what the city was
‘doing to meet problems such as
that. of the Mr. and Mrs.

Thomas. * ‘
Gensemer' replied, “We have

{been looking for and arranging

for houses costing between ;six
and ten thousand dollars. Those
should fill ' the bill.” :
When Barkstall asked whether
the Thomases had been offered
such housing, Gensemer replied,
“We have been unable to help
her because she refuses. to let
us. She has not permitted us to
show her any houses and will
not even let us on her property
hen we come around to try to
to her about- it.”
srkstall asked whether the
takmg any. unilateral
action™o - help “find housing, for
the Thomases “‘since you're go-
ing to evict her whether she lets
you help her or not.”

Has Two Choices

Councilman William M. Ruhné
replied that under federal law,
the city could not evict anyone

,|without first offering at least

jcwo choiees of relocation hous-
ing within the person’s ability

to pay.

HUD) recently refused to re-)
certlfy the c1ty S Workable pro-

L

swer tg g
cording’ to". C
ren Browmnv

the; current renewal

* who were relocated before April

ab]y. w111 not oe af-:

Bq&gnggg sald o

5 for - any fupther re-
?:» roiecfs at lees‘ hve

er, the m‘w \mmd be

P ¢ [ :
_%an rcneWaI s not ‘rhe J

On Reiomhon
Of Families

Residents of Champaign’s
North End who were relocated
because of urban renewal have
beén widely dispersed around
Champaign - Urbana, have mov-
ed into. better housing, but are
now paying substantially more
for that housing. -

"These are the main fmdmgs of
a study-by three students from
the Jane: Addams- Graduate
School of Social Work, Daryl
Bender, Phyllis Cliné,’ and
Patricia Wolf.

The students were studylng
the econdmie, social, apd ‘emio-
tional impact of ‘urban renewal
relocation upon those. residents

1 by the Champaign Urban
Renewal Department,  Thirty -
eight of the families: scheduled
to be moved first were in-
tdrviewed. “Twenty- = four of
them had moved by »Aprll

‘Although the stiidents Teceived
the full cooperation of the Urban
Renewal Department, . the
department was not dlrectly in-
volved in or responsible for the
study. )

Jt  was found that urban
renewal has resulted ‘in better
quality housing for those who
have been relocated. However,
relocation has ‘also ~cost the|
residents ‘a significantly highj
proportion of their income for
housing. .

Housing Cost Up

The housing cost, -consisting ofj
vent or mortgage payment plus
utilities, . increased from a
monthly average of $80 to $116.
This represents a median in-
crease of 10 per cent, from 22

per cent to 32 per cent of the |

family’s income. .

‘The standards of the Depart-
ment of Housing™ and Urban
Development . indicate that a
reasongble expenditure for hous-

ing ids 0 - 25 per cent of a
farml% *income. ~Considering

that t hecome of the families

studied 1s considerably below|
Haa matiAanal madian  thare is

The urban | :
was resurrected as-bot]
and a target \Tuesday night at
the Champal n C1ty Council

Vol e on. the ur-
ram in'several
ecofded “as’ the
cil  approved - initiation
of ‘tondemnation proceedings
lagainst Mr.. and iMrs. Prime
'Thomas 'for: their resxdence at
1108 N.Poplar 8t ,

City officials reported thiat the
elderly couple: had refused to

ispeak with city urbah renewal

officials on. either price of the
-property or 'possible relgcation
|to another residence. -

Councﬂman ~Robert Pope
s another attack on the

| program saying the case of Mr.
{ and Mrs. Thomas was some-

; thmg he had foreseen when the
 [program began.- -+ i )

ol

"1 saw us running info in-|:
stances like this a year ago, ”
he said. ‘““The people who. or1g1-
nally sold their homes " and|!
moved out of the area are those /!
who were willing and financially
able. Now we are beginning to.
run into these instances where
a person has nowhere to go.”
Couples’ Dilemma

Pope told ‘the coimcﬂ the
Thomas’" “paid for their. home!

a month.

are they going to go? Are they
going to houses that cost $15,000
or $18,000 or $20,000?”

somewhere “near their church
and among their own people
and friends.””

_ Neither, he.said, was capable
of earning a hvmg because of |;
-age.

the hard way a long time’ ago|
— at the rate of $5 to $10

“Now the city wants to give J
them $6,500 forthathome. Where|i: @

Pope said the family Wan‘ted‘J

“Under‘ some" peoples philo “‘r

méans.
Barkstall asked how ma
cases like the Thomas fami

there were les‘* than 10 an
each was T i imix

:sophy, I suppose, if is alk rlght"'n ral:

.to benefit the many at the ex-|

| pense of the few.

“1'd like to know Where those
groups like the Leage of Women
Voters who' supported this pro-
gram for so long are now.”

Pope said also “‘the newspa-
pers do a lot of breast beating
about improving the community.
What are they doing about sii-
iuations like this?”

i Pope. closed his remarks by
saying, “I don’t know how ‘you
can do it to these péople.”

The coundil, however, did it
anyway, with Councilmen Seely
Johnston and Paul Somers join-
ing Pope in dissent. Later in
the meeting after!Mrs “Thomas
had addressed the council, John-
ston moved . to rescind the ac-
tion, but dropped the motion
after none of the four who voted,
in favor indicated they would
change their vote. o
‘Objects to Price

| Mrs Thomas told the councﬂ

gave him ¢t
moTre MONey:

the agenda; the procedures fo
disposing . of- land
through the project.




|| said, refer’ﬁng 10"

The ordmance also
give ‘the mayor power

bt
“If you want I

law,” he said.

“and order >
y'ou better get your own house Where are they to go? I don’t

ih order: before you talk about

Rt

who opposed the condemnatlon

zland Paul Somers, -cited the
Thomases as the first mstance

de-10f what he had predicted would

j|be the major problem: of the

urban renewal project. i
“Here are people 'who cared

énough to be homeowners who

|Their homes might not be the
1|kind that would mean much to

ation ‘and open [other people in:this community,
reed on thern. |but to their owbers, they're g

very precious retreat.”’

What To Do?

“These people are both prob-
ably beyond the age where they
can make their own living.

know.”’

He went on, “I know thers
.{are some people who believe
i’s all right to sacrifice a few
people for the good of the great
er number, but I don’t sée how
that idea can work.” =~

Another urban renewal prob-
lem was brought up by James
Talley, 213 FEdgebrook Drive:
head of a group forming sz
cooperative grocery store for
the Northeast Neighborhood.

Talley asked ' that the city
sell the cooperative a tract o
land urban renewal land zoned
for business for §1.

“We are selling our stock
now,” he said, “and when we
get enou_gh‘ money, we're going
to have to build a store.”

He said the ‘hot—for-prdfii
cooperative could result in’re-
venues of up to $200,000 & year
to help provide health services,
education and recreation pro
grams and community pride.”

Gensemer explained that” un
der federal law the land musi
be sold for “a fdir market
value.”” The appraised value of
the tract Talley’s cooperative
group wants is $45,000.

“I asked a federal official
whether there was any way we
could lower the cost, and hs

said it couldn’t be done But 1

thmk there are ways of getting
‘around * it, by prov1d1ng othey
anome to the urban renewal
'project, and 1 ami: mvest1gat1ng
‘them now,” he sald '
“I personally.am *very muck
tin favor of this enterprise,” he
said, “and I will do anything 1
can to try to help it along.”
Councilman Pope . .added that
‘he too was ‘‘very happy” to see
the formation of" the cgo era
tive “but we sholdn’t prom
these people somethmg :
deliver. This land is ol
to be available . for £
another two years. -
holdmg your bre h‘ don’t”

o-|[0f the Thomas property along.
¢ |with Councilmen Seely Johnston

) {bought their home the hard way, .-
id;{five or ten dollars at’a tfime.-

‘000 in development ‘aid.

i \Wlthout the - workable " pro-}

ions eotld be affected.

3 Champaign Park Dls‘rmct
o henefits from the program.
trict recently received
HUD ,funﬂsn undar the

Ofer :
se Yof* “%a;dmv Pnrh The
strict also-has applled for $30,-i:

CPlans ‘to;annly for $150,- |
000 in fede; al funds to aid
in . the: ‘purchase .of -a large
r;ew park adiacent to the
o Parkland - College s campus
" also *have been 'announced.

gram thé dlstmct presumably§

JWouId no‘c qualify “for the: funds, |
‘which would then haveto come
afrom Jocal' takx revenues.
L Futurespublic housing projects
[m Charipaign ‘also could be
qeopardlzed by lack of a work-
lable program.. = . :
¥"The -recently- completed h1<*h— A
msa elderly - housing ° project|:
Wbuld not; ‘have < been “funded);
w\mthout the workable program.
Ne1ther would the 120 family
:housmCr units scheduled for con- !
\‘tructlon in-thé ‘city pext year.}
The County Hou ng Authori-§
currently has ) plans for
iothex; pubhc housmg in the, city,
but fack ‘of a workable program
presumably “would *prevent *the!
‘housing authority! from receiv-|.
ing federal funds -for" any morerg
projécts-in the city: - ;
. Urbana currently is havmg al.
workalle ‘program * ‘drafted, -just|;
so -the. housing.: authorlty cean|;
apply for HUD funds to bu11d
an elderly housmg progect m

PErs

: Jectxh g he mtys recertifi-
ca.tlon application  was that - |
, "the city-'did, not _report suf:
toward )

1nspect10n: ﬁrst began about |
three years - :380, 'it was expect-
ed. it would “take at - least 10|
years to mspect every housm 1

hfe% _‘ye'ars" to coms=|
plete mspectlons in the .det-
nolatmg":-areas Yo the fc1ty
‘mainly th . ox‘theast ne;g or-;
‘hood and th = re51dent1a1 areas

dlstmct
1. To accelerate that t1metab1e

3
iordi ance was‘ all: rlght three
years wgo.” o

i \\

/

,\e‘r}r‘ beog

EX N

"o \.,vue.tucxa.u;‘y SAAIR e ¢ s Y >
aousing - ds. prowded thas
presently. ex1sts . o s pecels
To dateurban renewal seems from Lone.

Aegregetlon pat te r ns,
"esearchers sa1d The “Yeis

have two or mox\‘e ‘
oT0, members ‘working, ‘and  some|i
ely fathers are holding two or evenii
i -|three Jobs._ Only four of the 38
famnilies ‘rely 'soley on pubhci
|assistance for their income.
The area. stud1ed Phase I of;

e1vhborhoods are: 4 umed o the first’ Urban Renewal Pr j
pe highly mobile. However, the| Ject ispordered - by Bradle]?'
researchers wete surprised to S’q:e, 1. the  north,' the Illinoi |
§iscover that the residents. have Cetitral Railroad tracks’ on th’
ived in Champa]gn Urbana an west Poplar and Fourth Street™
Jverage of 234 yéars indtanlo the edst, end a fine running .
a.verage of 117 years in -their Just below : Tﬂemon’t Street on)
ouse.- In ad-|the south
itent of the Faculty members who advised
e owners. the: students wére “Shirley Wat-|!
T ée_"lﬁbnthly income | tenberg and Merl,m Taber. The
Jer famil‘y~ mcome per famﬂy is | detailed study is availabl¢ at the |
.hghtly ‘over’ $350, with ‘an Schiool of Soc1a1 Work 1207 W
average - famlly ‘size  of’, 4.7\ Oregon, U.

gave dlsperse ’
throughout ‘the’ "Chai
Urbana area.; :

53 Pet. (6]

5\/

Ithem “/miy "enérnies,” -and said
\she will: find a home independ-
ently. - Her . initial - efforts had
failed, she -said, but “had  not
shaken her: determmatlon ,

' Vernon Barkstall, director of
‘the county Urban League asked
'if - housing will . eventually be-
corme available for - persons like
this; through. the urba*n* renewal

departmenb

ERN S
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By BOB FRUMP
News-Gazette Staff Writer

Resolutions endorsing a city
affirmative action program, and
instructing the City’s urban re-
newal depariment to proceed
with Neighborhood Development
Program plans will be consid-
ered -at the July 15 Champaign
{City Council meeting.

majority of council members
|seemed to support both urban
renewal plans and an affirma-
tive action program, although
details of final forms of both

- wCouncil Suppor t Seen For
'NDP, Affirmative Action

At a study session Tuesday, a|

items remain vague.
The council would not commit|ject I area'on the north.
the city to a Neighborhood De-
velopment Program form of ur-
ban renewal, until the area is
thoroughly studied and applica-
tions approved by federal de-
partments. . ) )
. The Citizens Advisory, Com-
mittee. on urban renewal. has
recommended the council

renewal briefly, stressing that
careful study of the area is
necessary and the council is in

is completed.
May Ease Costs

launch an NDP renewal pro-| it Is believed the City will

gram in an area bounded by|2PPly for a study grant from

the Illinois Central tracks on|iederal agencies to ease City|

the west, Fifth Street on the| ¢OStS- )
east, an alley south of Wash-| OPLy Councilman Robert Pope
ington Street on the south, ang|&PPeared to oppose the planning

| resolution iat the study session.
Councilman Seely Johnston was
not present. Cost of-a study has
| been estimated at $25,000 by City
Manager Warren Browning.

The * council discussed at

|the city council at its .July 1
meeting by the Peace Stones, a

engage in an affirmative action
jprogram. - L
| © The proposal asked thit the

tion officer, and follow a policy

sand- Urbana ate
4 by the federal
4o ‘proceed with a

‘=“C

unty - Houst day. - ; employment policy, contractors
*Chalrman, .§a}ti' Wednes aybe’en . By Darlene ‘Napady : are passive, he said, but assure
 The applications DO et ’ Of The Courier _ that all job applications will be
approved by the De '

‘Housing® and: Urban Develop- . Planning for

¢ e merEost nroject ap-|i race.

ment (HUD), Marsh said, iﬁ% ond “ﬁbﬁmﬁﬁﬁgﬂwpt& sarr?e 1 Quiet Debate

allow 60-units in Charhgalg{lnclu- ‘parently Ws g Eﬁvision ed for al: The discussion quickly turned

50.units in Urbana to be 1 ‘pattern. as— CAV lopm e 1 t |1 into a quiet debate between

ded in the vent subsidy Pro- Neighborhood ... $¥7e0D { Councilman James Ransom and

: l1?:am v o ~ Plan, although prospects f oi ,aré 1 Kuhne, Kuhne argued that any

8 Ch'a'\l ropalgn re qu ested the NDP, have " beet ruled oue & 1 affirmative action program|
o S sithority to make ap- Jeast for the tims g > “need not lessen standards 'of

jhousing for the program OVer| “City Ms Ten .grown- - the employer, “if education pro-

ttphcazgnagg. The program orig-| ing Tepo - fhat hej; grams are coupled with minority

‘?ﬁgﬁy‘was conceived as oOne had be ashington ; group hiring. policies.”

I oans of providing housing igr that 10~ Kuhne backed an affirma_tive
Sersais displac ed from ¢ ;1 available action pro§ram with “‘as little
e g ne o oh baper work as possible, we want
ity’s ‘Project I urban re approach:to-urk ’
zlezirance areas. . allows. 2" ¢ity o |results from.the program, but I
" The -prograxm would ﬁgﬁiﬂz cité renewal work”at the; same | ‘ it:“]’é‘afge ‘?est,vs;ayt;clo g.esi.re.sms
disadvantaged c1’L1zen,t eency. | Stime. T Lo T N‘DP‘ firms.”’ - Up 10 the individual
through 2 governmen a tgrmin: - Instead of jpreparing 2 iaf 1 | Kubne aiso st d th
o yent a house &t PrEE " application, fhe city’s. urbah re- o od, hiat there

led level within his means.

" tion program from an equal op-|

s Gemreiny  project here |

Champaign’s sec-|

enalA D motwsl. dehartment. will draw up

|employment for firms con-
tracting with the city.

Cotincilman William Kuhne |
distinguished an affirmative ac-

portunities policy by explaining
that under  an action program, |
contractors with the city must|
“initiate attempts to procure
minority group members.’”

Under ‘an equal opportunities

considered without regard to

the southern border of the Pro-|

. The council discussed urban|

no way committed to an NDP|
program until after the study |

length a proposal presented to}

[Northend Coalition of youth|
gangs, requesting the ecity}

city appoint an affirmative ac-|

simjlar to federal and state|
guidelines of - minority group|

1s ‘fdifficulty with skills. Con-

present project”as
|a major time lagé
tes of the project
Iman of-‘the "

Committee: on -
said Tuesday.

the" city “coun
‘tude,” Spies. s
'for ‘our’ plar
| say they. donitw.

Tenid o nwnarnaaal

5§ probably:
i temporary -

iy

[seven: thore houses to . Cham-
|, |paign ' Homes: and: negotiating

| preliminary-planning. .

Génseme;r add;,d 'thét hi§ . o;f-v:
fice was ‘working .on. the sale of

uttined: mew provi-
-in sthe federal housing- act
~make it possible; to un-
stake-urban renewal: work in
ne-year:stiges rather than first
ivesting . upi to: three years in

‘Department of Housing
tban:Development - will
utting. ;pressire .on - com-;
use these neighbor-
opment programs, be- |
ilf:permit better utili-}
- urban‘renewal|

ow: tangible results



QUATIIILD M2~ .
- in Urbana to be inclu

n the rent subs1dy pro-w

areas.
?l*f:n ;iogra-'n would alloz na
advantaged citized, wor' 1cg
ough 2 government 2gen 1?1’-
o:rent a house ;t p;leg:;:rm
?ed Jevel within his a
rpment wou
& ::he federal’ govemake e
en this level and

difterence betwee charged

fhe actual rentaldlprlce
by rivate landlord ‘
G iaau%')s.h who recently replace;l.
‘Oscar Steer ag chairman

\the authority, said the county

t
mplement the rew
body would Imp. as qmckl y as

|subsidy program

l1pos.51b1e ~ ‘

plication:
much.- fast LET,

of Washington Street and Bth
-Street.

: po'ed P:m]ect g‘
. \area is/just south of thls bound- |
ed by the txacks han alley south |

into a quiet debate between
Coumcilman James Ransom and

afhrma’ave action program
“need not lessen standards 'of
the employer, ““if education pro-
grams are coupled with minority
group hiring policies.”

Kuhne backed an affirmative
action program with “as little
paper work as possible, we want
| results from .the program, but I
| think the best way to get results
is leave it. up to the Individual
| firms.” -
| Kohne also stressed that there
Itis “‘difficulty with skills. Con-
tractors cannot put a person on
a payroll who is not qualified for
a particular spot. There are a
good many firms in the ity —
which cannot afford educatmnal
programs.

Kuhne “and Mayor Virgil
Wikoff explained to Ransom that
under equal opportunities pro-
grams blacks have not answered
job openings even when “ad-
vertised.

Ransom replied that, ‘““There
have not been honest fo good-

are many unskilled or semi-
skilled jobs for which untrained
blacks would not need prolonged
training.

‘To Fight Apathy

fto f1ght ‘apathy. It takes more
than equal opportfunities.

““How can you tell people who
have been kept fro ‘running a
race for so long that is all right
to start running now, and expect
them to catch up to the other
fellow who has such a large
head start?’” Ransom asked.

“You can't attach.all the red
tape. I have a few more positive
jdeas’ which T’Il present to the
leity  counmecil before the mnext

said.
A majority of council

firmative action program -of
somé sort, but not so sirong a
program as Ransom advanced.

‘The council will vote on a
pesolution - Tuesday endorsing
the idea of an affirmative action
program, and will rec eive
Ransom’s package proposals for
consideration,

Kuhne. Kuhne argued that any

ness recruiting programs. There|

i ‘We have to have. guaran-|.
tees;” Ransom continued later,|

meeting, in a package,” Ransom

members seemed to favor an af-|

7P ——

™

Committee: ‘on -Urbam

project ‘
JPlanning- of 1l

by urban renewal’

'~ rlwere: known. to be in the way

ke it poss1b1e to un-
,b n renewal Work in

oni com-
e these neighbor-
nt prograims, be-.

plie i rule trees werej ie
bemg removed" only when they|ri

it over to him.
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=By TONY BURBA
News Gazette Staff Wnter‘.

What once. was, v ‘h\{mgj_nglgh—

cases they were paid enough,nos fratermty She lived.- in whlch also contains
for: thelr «0ld, homes to purchase her old house on. Fourth "St.| the worst shgchs in th
new ones “outright. - since 1822. |1 erea.

: 3
. Most Satisfied . ¢/ She now awns a older hame! ~The biock was. marked-. forl:




LALILT LS, L SR VY Gl AV e i LAIGLY VY MAL VUL AUUR Ve e s . .. . . PR GLIRIYS L Ay van
pleted in 1970, ut, i the mean- right. next -to each other who And ‘the -neighborhood here is| “It's probably just as well Hy o0 SRy ‘

il l|||“ m there, ,too,” MinwiBrent. said,

mu «||1li, i M i lﬂ

Ui
"' uh'” |||l| llll il ||| i a lot nicer. and aquieter.” Mrs. Brent said. “We'd be ;
i m l"“' LR “; time, what has happened to the|tried to keep our houses up,”|2 ] sE. and Quister. = s € ¢ Deel whhatist alotidifaress o cut.”
%u“”"" Il %muﬂlllll li|||Eﬁ%,ﬁ‘iﬂlimdﬂllllh| W“‘ i :|people who' mmade the newhbor« said Mrs: Callie Gordon, who She owns the house free and plenning to have the old hous ey e»rBf}en'r 15;% S5
ul ||| i umm m!tlll. i hood live? - . . formerly lived at 1011 N.jclear. Urban renewal paid her ‘hee sy opi

Iil|| il ‘J i b n actlveb opp

Fourth, * = enough fm: the old home 16 com-

'seIeIL?;ees gogeskjggr{levgﬁﬂasoggn?é L4 T ot of ‘people say all the pletely pay for the new one. would the c0st emht or nmef?
|urban renewaf ‘opgonents pre_“colored people let their ‘homes ‘I wes gomcr to bhuy a place|thousand dollars.’

go bad,” rs.. Gordon  said,|up in Gardsh’ ‘Hills,” she said,| Instead, they were able to find|-,
‘ dicted they WOlﬂd be? . “But that's l\gv;ong, Wi wanted| “‘but it would have cost me too dnother. larger home at 111},
So far, they apparently. have|ilean, nice homes just like .ev-|much extra moneyv.” Rellefontaine Dr. which they|imes ag s’ o
il Illllll“" not. About 30 families have|erybody -else, but it makes you! T Was never against urban|are paying for by assuming the
(e been moved .out of theif old\fee] badly when the people|renewal” she added. “People|former owner’s payment con-
l‘li il ‘ Il Uil i homes' “since :relocation’ began|around you won't clean up their|shouldn’t fight something that’s|trast. They now live ihere. ;
llii‘lilm R e .|last summer. . |yards and make the neighbor-|going to be good fnr them.” “We were satisfied with the
i Because of a high rate of fhood - look bad.” Mrs. Gordon's old home was|neighborheod where we were,”
l[l[lllill owner occupancy in the project| . Mrs.. Gordon is T4 years. old,| well kept and met the city’s|Mrs. Brent said, “but this is a
i area. (79 per cent), all but tweland. is preparing to retire from|husing standards, but it happen-| nice neighhorhood, too, and T| 5
of ~the relocated' families 1eft her ]Ob at g Umvers1ty of Illi-jed to be in one of the blool\s iike the house a lot. We didn’t
1 behind houses they ~ owned. p—— T < ‘
‘In: most cases they are sill)
homeowners althouc’h th;ey have
changed neighborhoods. In many

ll [l
i m“ll}u&huum i :. lﬂll-t i
i h |

‘ l 1

W'uu i

: roach nfgsted
\_IS d :

i
i
i

E .uH ”l lt H

ouse‘unliess i
-would buy xl% place ” said James W

.- The house had been Jerrv-buﬂt orwlnally and had been’ “Urban ren

added to many, to many times, ‘making .the floor pldn a crazy C tO buy another
; sald

' 'T‘he house is on North' Oak,

in one. o_f. the

’ yard next,};to them
% On the site w111 be 60 new Lumts of pu

to keep oui the cold alr
mg flues show Where a cfas heater and a coal stove“‘ o

odern parlance 1’c -1

RtinH

EEHT LIVED IN RENTED HOUSE ON EDGE OF JUN 'AR

N ,‘

- iad 11ved “in 1t
n ﬂoors ‘and a neat

i E yildres : BN - fully, will soon notlce a curious- anomaly.. The Very::
(il - e The utilities shave - left in the very old, ranch houses and shacks, neat cottdges
X C L monstrosities are found on the same block.

3 covered: . did not hdve the housmg mobility shared by whites. %h*l
visible results in economlc segregation of white neighborhoods.

: i . There dre poor whites' who live in shacks too, but they

not mixed in with the houses of Devonshire -

A Cver the years, however, Negroes - ‘have been confined

oo the Northeast area, and the very poor and the relatively
o off grew up side by side.

M. . Th01e are many pleasant, well-kept houses'in' the No

8’ n{éW End. But since the most eye-catching aspect of their neigh
S borhoods is the shacks, the entlre nelahborhood bears thi

-/ stigma of “slum.” :

But “take: the good houses out -of the slum backcround
and even the most firm believer that the presence of Negroeés
cause property valaes: to drop would be’ hard pressecl to find
cause for complaint. - s

: Urban renewal seeks' to take away the: sl m"backoround
The worst areas will be completely- -cleared and. redeveloped.

"“In the conseérvation aress only the substandard bulldmvs“
will be cleared. You ean’t-take the crood houses out of the
slum, but you can take the slum away ‘fromi, the good houses, iz : = :

The result is. a new nelghborhood RO | (Please turn-to Page 42, col. 1)

'




3, The Champalgn ‘City. Council
met in; stiidyssession ; Tuesday to
con51der a lengthy resolution es-
‘tablishing- requlrements=v« for dis~
of

vand

‘ “the ur-
Project 1 area.. .
. Di 'ector; .

‘Wal

y-acquired iand-
¥ 75 per cent’ of'
tage in'the area|

He.said thls ‘

wo', it |
isals’ of !~ each |
the area and

opment are appro
€ Adance w1’ch the @

¥V und ] ys

yviding hat’ the bldder select-
‘ed’has bid equal to'or more than

“qHE cify’s  predetermined

b

Counczlman Pope cites ‘urban renewal horror

Deai-

Fear of losing their home

" through urban remewal has
driven a deaf-mute couple to -

the brink of despair, Cham-
paign councilman Robert
"Pope charged’ Tuesday. ‘

‘ Pope called the case of

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Ed-
wards as “another instance

_of horror that urban renewal
has brought.”

The council recently gran’c-
.ed the urban renewal depart-
ment permission to initiate
eminent domain proceedings
against the Edwards’ North
4th Street home, the last
piece of property fo be ac-
quired in the city’s first ur-
ban renewal project. °

Urban renewal director
David Gensemer said no ac-

tion has been taken pending :;
outcome of his staff’s at-

tempts to find the couple a

. new home.

The deparfment had  re-

© quested the eminent domain

authorization in case all else*
failed, he said.

“Mr Edwards is hore smk
in bed and relatives tell me
that the. threat of having his
home taken away could be
the principal reason,”’ Pope
said.

"Councilman Seely Johnston
‘said if he had been-fully

aware of the situation: he .

would not have voted with
theThajority -in approving the
preceedings.

“Do we have to have this

piece of property?” he asked -

city manager Warren Brown-
ing. P

. procedures in handlme‘ the

» vest $140,000--in federal se-
4 -eurities.

f ' be used to pay off costs con-

“This cannot be bypassed
‘becaiise federal requirements
demand that all structures
that cannot be repaired must
be removed,”” Browning said.

. “The couple has been offered
far superior houses at no ad-
ditional costs.

ment negotiated the deal aft-
er there were no bids to

save the structurally sound

building from demohtlon

It would have cost the city
$1,400 to have the building
demolished. .

But instead it will be mov-
ed to another lot in the ur-
ban renewal area. The coun-
cil alse approved the sale
of the-lot for the house at
Tuesday’s meeting.

. Discussion of an applica-

Recently urban renewal
sfaff members have been{
waiting for Edwards to be-}
come well enough to travel

i so that they can show him
another bouse.

Department defended
Councilman M. G. “Bob” *
Snyder said he was sure “it
was not the intension of ur-
& ban renewal officials fo im-
rs—‘ pose undue hardships on any-
orie.
" “Tor the sake of the rec-
ord we should say urban re-
"newal has helped many peo-
. ple better themselves, = al-
though we are sorry.for those
who --have suffered hard-
ships,” Snyder said.

“When we went into this
we knew some people would
be hurt, yet we felt it would,
be. for the over-all - benefit
of the people of Champaign,”
added Councilman William
Kuhne.

He closed the issue by ask-
ing - that. the department
make a  final report to. the
council so. that .it can be
absolutely certain that every-
thing possible had been done.

At a recent. study session,
‘Councilinan -James Ransom,
who ‘was absent “Tuesday,
said he had met ‘with the|f
couple and was satisfied that|§-
the urban renewal depart-
ment  was followmg proper (§

case.
Funds invested ’ |

In other 'urban renewal
matters, the council author-
ized, the department to in-

Eventually thls sum will ||

nected with the first urban

renewal project scheduled to
be -phased out next spring.

It also authorized the:sale

" of a house af 412 E. Eureka
- St. for $100. ,L

The urban renewal deparbn_

_al next Tuesday.

s

MGVB

tlon for more federa] urban J
renewal planmng funds was! ;
postponed peniding  the out—
come of a joint study session
with “the Citizens Advisory|:
Committee on Urban Renew-

D
Al
|
i

|
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K Champalgn City “Councilman-

“Yes I’m afraldv it - isy”’

Robert Pope -5aid,; Wlth a°WIy -
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. torn down -when the dernohtlon phase of\urban renewal
st started. Fi or more pictures and stones telhng how North-
i east. ‘Neighborhood residents are - faring urider “urban
'renewal see page. 32 of today’s News- Gazette.

| Tangl‘hie UR
Results Ask
Housing Bids

By TONY BUREA -
News-Gazette Statf Writer
Champaign’s urban renewal
§pr03ect .apparently 'is getting
|eloser 4o achibving s some of the
»tanglb]e results” demanded by
‘the City. Councﬂ N
"Urban Renewal Dlrector Dav-
i@ Gensémer - said Tuesday the
fcxty has' 1nv1ted 12+ firms from
all ‘over the country to submit
proposals for development of a
194,000-5q. ft. tract in the area!
Plans call for construetion ‘of
not more than 120 units: of mod-

terate-cost fental housing on the|

sxte Gensemer saldf .The ‘hoys-

"

meows-Gazette Photo by Tony Burba

+

.

: p“leasant experiences they have
ﬁﬂ“ “since movmc 1n several
Srat nths ago.

: welcome us,”” he sa1a and
e=women ‘have visited my “wife
"ve ‘been. to

4 by
jod, and the people
; of thelr way 1o b,

o .He said that the program had
apparently heen successful so<

i far. . “I hope- it can . ¢optinue

. t, this 'way,” he saids ple
¢ said urban renewa hasn’t

; worked in other place; it
seems to be working “hy
. That statement rai the

tne queshon as was . prought

nci €_Paul
rs, who recently. ‘cciiment-
“So far, we ve been deal—

hat problem ap ly i8]

’:fet te be solved, actording ’co‘

urban renewal relo

cer James: Willlams.? :

gf the families reloca?}ed so. far
have been tenants. k

o e kows welre - going. 1oy

" have a tough time with some!

. of . “them;”  Willlams * said:

' “There’s one Dlace .where  a

© woman is living with her nine

i ~Bids in a basement where she’s.

| . paying -about §85 a . month.

} R We re going to have to fmd her

1 - g four-bedroom unit she can af—

ford and right now, there aren 't

any.”’

. Williams said a new pubhc

- housing program, - -under wh1ch‘

existing housing units wiil e |

leased by the county housing}

- authority nd rented at low cost ‘

o tenahts might provxde rehef

* “Qur biggest. problem s 1 _‘ge

families with low incomes.

There’s. only one five-bedroom

wnit in all the existing public

bousing;” ‘Willlams said. ”
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i din ‘
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1500 -
»rlgatxon system
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In ‘ceytifiéd ared’ of Northeast Neighbork‘ood'

Council passes her

By Janies Kroemer
Of The Courier
Champaign City Council-
man Robert P. Pope, long
a critic of federal programs,
cast the only dlssentlng vote
Tuesday night as the council

| approved a certified area

program for the city.

Uder the program, home-
owners in a five-block area
of Northeast Champaign will
be eligible for federal grants

or low-interest loans to re-

habilitate their properties.

“I've debated this since .it .

first- came up,”. Pope said,

“and I've tried to. justify a

‘Yes vote: because I ree-
ogmze housmg 1s 50 nnporq
tant.

“But we all recogmze thef
| . one great burden to .people
| . is the crush and. cost of gov--

ernment,” - he - cofitinued.

““The time is here that we
find ways to. get the federal
government  off our backs -

n

and ouf of our pockets »o
Pope said he couldn’t jus

ffy voting ‘“yes.” “We must"

find other ways,” he said.
,Councﬂmen Seely Johns-
ton and William Kuhne were

- absent for the vote, and the“
‘tally was 4-1. ;

The city will now apply
£

ment (HUD) for approval
the five-block - section of
northeast Champaign as a

-certified area, and ask HUD

to reserve funds for Cham-
paign.

The area under considera-
tion 'is' bounded roughly by

-5th, - Grove, Wright and

Washington streets
24 eligible

City Urban Renewal D1rec- '

tor David Gensemer has fold

the council -that 24 property -

owners in the five blocks are
eligible for assistance under
the program, Six would be

eligible for outright $3,500

ther meantime, hes. sald,
<ome falmhes have been’ \placed

,’g"mn the renewal area,”
imts were sold by their. owners
anjl vagated; but they. will' not
haVe to be torn down for an-
(the ear of two.because they
areas scheduled for later
development

% We dori’t like to make tem-
porary moves if we can avoid it,
and Wwe can only keep them in
thetemporary - housing for six
- months. But the places’ they

,were in were just too bad for

sito let them stay. there any
onger, and we hope that before

¢ the six months are up we’ll be

dble to find something else for
them” Williams said.

“So. although the initial stages
of ~urban’, renewal have gone

mg for tenanté as well as own-
€18, apparently will provide the
" key to whether Champaign will
eventually point to a successful

procram or a failure.

it ot

- would be “elig ble for loans

of up t6 $15,000 to be re-
paid at 3 per cent interest.
Gensemer and City Man—
ager Warren Browning have
emphasized the program is

- voluntary, applies only to sin-

glefamily homes, and can
~be obtamed only by -prop-
ety owners who live in the
."home tobe remodeled.

‘ ricil deferred action
Tiie% Ay night on a request
by Mervin Ozier that an “L”
shaped piece of property he
owns at the corner of Cres-
“cent Avenue and John Street

‘be rezoned from single-fam.

ily and duplex fo mu1t1-fam-

ily.

Although OZ1er had - re-
quested R-6 zoming. for the
land, the plan .commission
recommended - the city grant

" R-4. Both are multi-family
classifications, but R-4 allows

less dens1tyvand fewer uses
than B—G

' temporary “stanidard -housing |

!;

Ozier said he could carry
through - with his plans
to build five apartment
buildings containing 46 units
under the R-4 classification.

.. However, several residents

of the area asked the council -

to deny the rezoning request.
They claimed the apartments
would add to traffic and
parking congestion, already
heavy because  Centennial

High School and several oth- .

er apartment complexes are
in the area.

The council asked for more

“time to study the request,

although - Ozier said- he felt
his plans had been discussed
often at open hearings and

he wanted to go ahead with
his plans as soon as possible. . ¢ , ,
.+ has not: heard ‘from: the 'API’

The ‘council also passed an

‘ordinance establishing ‘a new .
¢city “code- on - flammable- li-

quids . on Browning’s recom-
mendation; Among other

things, the ordinance ~re- -

quires a11 undergrou d'«’"gas
storage tanks be tested for
leaks annually. ;
Action deferred

The ordinance was to have
been - passed - two weeks ago
with an entire ‘groupof new
construction code ordinances,
but action was deferred: at

‘the request of the'Amertican

Petroleum Institute - who re-
portedly -objected to-the an-
nual testing requiremnent.

In other business, the coun-

. cil passed twe annexation or-

dinances, one annexing :a lof..
in. Carriage Place and-the: -
other annexing property.own-
ed by Carpenter’s Union Lo- -
‘cal 44 at the corner o
field Avenue an
Road. ¥
- However,: Browning

since, it first. requested -dé-.
ferral; and recommended: the
counc11 pass the ordinance.’

“We can always amend it
later,” he sald. ‘
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> of the Concerned
omrmttee w111 meet’

( 1t rwhat the
t‘out of ‘chet~ provram

%:He a}'l ed 1f fhe
I to replace th ‘NDP were

mber eported diffi-
ties, wete being ironed out”
housmg constructlon for thel
CC’s North,\ End’ lProgresswe
g enit™Corp.
-hrough the cdrpora’non the
. {€€C Hopes to sponsor construc-
,ﬁon of low-cost housmcr under
the urban “renewal program.
ngroup 1s ‘attempting to.-get
, funds - for the _project through,
< th Federal Housing, Admini-
stra on, Wh1ch Would not. be

-;a“.-. g

‘ ’the Nelghborhood Dé-|*
f ‘Program under. ur-|’

affec?ed by the lack “ofy appro'

Cham ’gn‘ s drOpped plan
hborhood Devel

o Pro;ect Bi%
i Both- 7 officials 31
tmay be more
| under this" p}rog
to the.NDP"a]
‘congress in- 1958
-One advantage Brown
to obtairing . project-ty
is'that the city alvead
eral”. approval Tof A G
Ne1ghborhoo& Renewal«
consequently & feder pledge

L AR

15 council .Vote

gsuryey and planmng for ap-

authorlze the  d
,begm surveys and p*lan‘mng for a
project . - type Qrognam The
:éouncil has' already’ authorlzed

“plication;:for - an NDP;, program,
Brovvnmg sa1d and‘ he resol-

survey and planmn : lure
Gensemer ‘indicated:: i When fun-.
ding for an NDP. program was
i \'eved poss1ble, the depart-

1 A Y an alley
south of Washmgton Stneet to-
the south, Ilhnols Centra tracks

east and the Pro;ect I boundary
on the*north. e
Conduct Survey

Now, Gensemer
department Will con a

another pro;ect ‘area f
ning. k
' The questlon of fina
for a second urban rén
ect will not be declded
surveys and studies’ ‘af
plete and'an apphca‘n
for the city council’s &
The counc11 sefar
authorized survey a
Genserrer said that t!
bably -still"“Wwill ‘ap i
federal syrvey and %anmng

s

‘ment that no funds;« p

jopment Program (NDP) ‘apf

|ference in Washington for IHi-|.
Anois city officials.. Sen. Charles
015 Clty o e

g ponsored the couference
oncentratea ot~ urb an
“W were told there are 1o
r an NDP now and there
be for ‘some t1me to

: 0 The'C arier |
.4 'SeCont Champalsn

c1ty w111 proceed with
g another urban. renewal
< Browning said, but it
done on the same basm

able for a Neighborhood: De ‘

proach to urban renew al.
Browning and W1koff return-
ed Sunday from ‘a. two-day con-

ear " N

v Under the ol -ap! oach ‘a
spec1f1c area; usua]ly Targe, is
'selected and the pro;;ect must
be completed in three:
| Browning- said .the: ity
dropped plans: to. ‘prepare an,
NDP .application, ‘“The
alréady have requests for A
times as rauch “money as Co=
gress appropnated for NDP’s
Browning. id: -

‘Instead, ‘the city will ‘prepat
an application for-a “planni
grant for a regular- project.
application was: expected/to ]

ready within several months :
T

P PRSP, SIS N § [
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ing constructlon for the
North, - End Progresswe
:)ment TEQrp.
Jgh the corporatlon the
)pes to- sponsor construc-
low-cost houging under
ban renewal program.
oup is attempting to get
for the project throuvh
ederal Housing, Admini-
1, which would not. be
d by the Jlack of appro-
ns for the NDP. !
cki said. Lipman & As-;
S of: Tndianapolis, devel-
);r the pro;;ect had agreed
er payment of its fees
-Josing " (but ofore con-
on) of . 'projéct agree-
with " builders, - and to
paynjent: of its fees con-
. of: 'EJtamm':r of FHA
by‘ CCC.
alse’isdid . the ccC and
n h ‘d ‘agreed that any
i he prnJect wouid
intee to complete
ction: ‘for - estimated

ved
’atlve of the Inter-

rOJer-t and the ‘proposal
ow being, voted on' by toe
er: hlp of -all-ihe oham-
e& churches. who .are
-of he couﬁcﬂ

mteres‘ted in

ng in-the North End on a
borhood basis to. Help pro-
servxces needed . by chil-
¢ ‘area.

he” department was
stec ‘amly in prov1dmg
and va].nlng for programs
dy"set” up- “6r ~proposed by
. o"roups

- -

lise Clark a_ member of. o L

~aculty for Uniyersity Re-

at ‘the University of Illi-|gre

added that' the group
1nterested in mstltutlng a
1 work prOJect for Black
His at . the Umversrcy to
re What t.hey have learn-

| gram.
;

End ~who' would
share equal res
the other directors’

to Pro;;ect

oth ofﬁ al

rhood—

! Rénewal Plan,
ede:ral pledge

ANULHELr PLrujsul arvow -

ning. = ! -
! The questwn of final .approval
for a seeond urban ren proj-

ect will not be decided: uritil the
surveys ‘and- studies re
plete and’an apphca’m
for the.city council’s
The councﬂ\ so/far,

bably SHil W111 app!
federal vey and %annmg

forcemen: s
enforcement off1cer
city’s. buﬂdmg mspectlon depart~
the city :decided against
rban renewal He alsp pecom-
mended formation of a city
public housing authomty
| In the memo,~ however ,
Browning stated he ‘knewof no
'program other ‘Ahan federal

jurban renewal capable o solv-
5.

Rcmsom s Condl’nons
For Project Support

Champalgn Clty ‘Councilman
4T ames Ransom | Tuesday sa1d he

verslon has as” miich ﬂex1b111ty
las an NDP program Ransom
said, * “but with. cooperation of
-|the city 4nd renewal . area
groups the needs . of renewal
area famlhes can be noted and

acted. o’

| ment Plan is dead;” Ransom: ex-
pla ed 1 -could. only support a
pro ct approaoh l11?"5%}'1(3 eitd ex-

inded. _Citizen's Advisory.
han Renewal to
51dents of the
ared affected.”

Ratisom - named thlS as his
prlma:cy condltlon ‘for approval
of"a, prOJect approaeh such'.as;|
used in the Proje¢t T area. -

“I don’t veheve the . project’

closely with “suéh ups ‘as the .

Concerned Citizen’s
and -SOUL fo 'as
vvh1ch meets this née
Ransom’ sald he. will'not com-

condition As acted, oy

Vlded

¥

“He said the c1ty must work'

mit. h1mself to endor; t of a:
‘prop;\ect appro\ach AC'

g similar _ ;;eedba pro- |

Street, -Minois 3€

s, an alley ‘south of
shmgton Streef and the

Southern bqundary of the hrst;

"\tO]ect ‘




The reloc
Champ, 'gn 5 urban renewal de-
bé moved - soon
t'locatlon at 808

Urban - Renewal . Director
David- D, Gensemer sald Satur-
; sected the mew -build-|
Gaghano s IGA
X pected to be’ ready
for occupancy by Marchl. %

Inade 'tlon to - rélocation: and
reha oh personnel of the
urban . re wal department ‘the
bu11d1ng “will house some ofhce
or other space :for: an Opportun-
ities: 'Industrlal‘ Center, Gens ;
mer said.

An agreement Wlth the R
‘James Offutt, head of. the’ D
posed:- jo rarmng center, was
completed.this week. Thé’ center;
will be - -given:. E portlon of
building ‘under:a. lease call
for $1'rent per year.

Assimilar Jease - arrangemem

+ house <at 512 E. Tremont
, § “been “worked : aut
Commumty Serv1ces, '
{porhood  project . of | thenﬁ
|Zone:Cénter. . .

Pro;gect personnel sough
lof the house for. a., recr
\program, Gensemer sa1d

The Tremont Street -hous
“avallable to .them at any
ment fied and- the $1- 1easmg
rangement was - dfawn - up
‘that, “if ‘we-have. to ¢lear
buﬂdmg out in'a hurry” because
of “work- requlred by the urban’
renewal project, ‘‘we-can cancel
the lease.”

‘fbureauc X0 S
i The passage an
Were lefteout’ of

n fused abou‘c whiat
Gensemer said  when he was
'_questmned about‘a p, agraph.

én,” Coun-|*

Ge ‘eme sa1d the Lity’ would ‘ Movmg on to ano

|seemed to e riding {ro
Iover federal “guidelines’
terpreted. .. oy city.
Renewal Director’ wi ) d :
Gensemer, who' teral: rthe con tction loan, would take Somers. “Lets not ‘even
mmonted that he “di ok : Eche property and resell it|it.”: ¥ :

a8 ‘approve the meGne who would complete When a- counc11rnan asked

gmaelmes R By 01 50 {what tte council could reéquire
w-In .general, ‘the JandAwill 1 Codes, 1 in another mstance, Gensemer
dlsposed of on.the' open iy g H hat, og- | said,

nn he. ot PN Con- | §aid, ¢ X O, G885 EMb, G

minimum P A
taking sealedq ing codes.

However, t Sintl strandards
some cases :
a price for the

Break For Supper
About  halfway through” the
21/o-hour_s.tudy« sessmn, the coun—

JOTT R




for 1ess than its “fair, markef Have' first preference: i buying |

Ithat T. arﬁ ‘seeking reelection,

- ulg fix] QF TECOMIMEnueL:: uy i
Sor;relc:a;si tt%:: 12112{1 :;ddseek The council alg@ l‘elf"rated About” halfway through the
buyers at that price. - |jthat  forfner property 0Wn<—1$, 9%4-hour study, session, the coun-

In - no ‘case, - acg cording 10 who ‘sold substandazd uilding feil broke for supper:as Brown-
Gensemer, can the Jand be sold properties- to the’:city: would] ing’s No: 1 son Paul arrived
16 0f Arby’s best roast beef
dvmches o
1) with renewed vigor,

P

value.” - The initurn | pricé er’. thefs

would ‘have tobe based on g ;

fessmnal real estate appraisals: hey returned to- slashing apart

o Speculation |the .seven-page- resolution- and
Regulauons also prol;ibity:a%;}d sold them to the” Gity Wﬂlturmng it into something short-

have no preference in. buying fer ihaf actually seemed to make
speculating in land he said. . ‘ > )
“Any purchaser must present them back after they are reh

's a tis factory.: redevelopment i 5 AR Déspite #theit : show of inde-

‘plans before the land can. be "-'ment Would attemp

sold,” Gensemer said, “He must' :
begin construction within 13 ‘31, pgg:rgle;l c?azdevelgpf*{presq '
months, and complete it W1th1n give them.a cf '
36 months¥’ _th?:lr 'lnhlej‘rl;'lest‘.

¢ - Councilman.
asii\(rrera oouncﬂ m mbers"suvae=ted e, ety

; 18, the city| £
had that’ x:.edevelopers:.would not | ;%I:izn(;f :}1:: &and:s les. %0, - gécides not  to a-

m D’s “recommenda-

: partment might ! UD w111 decide not tol
ba51s ‘of this. past experlence are mterested i ‘ d ]

“*Browning’s
to- Gensemer that

and - it¥sr my pledge that I willl enewal _prOJect The
contmue to fulflll the: obliga- - s © erefore, is expected to
tions .0 ofﬁ g the! Very’ = Preisiicl ; -4 Wwith whatever changes
best ‘of ; o 0 gt ; ay recommend. i
* Harry is'a +have a feeling that
22 14 guys at 36-inch

here whe are 17omo‘

l
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D First Method1st
Champalgn, . was

mercial College.: He 1§
wifg, the former Shlrl

s B
three chlldren, Diana, 7
and Richard. They live ‘at

/or Wlkoff added “And

S. Broadway, U.. i o ‘ oW : aty us’ 1oe-

He served in:both' Wo d Wak|to the uni: stk ] : 11shed Jor

II and. the. Korean War as: an TrusteeS, vhic) ; 5 : and they ve
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‘ Sixteen hve-bedroom units |sites all . through the City. of|proval. ‘
“prevmusly planned for two sites | Champaigh, Bud Finney, direc-} Constructlon of the umts wﬂl urged the .Champaign  County
m Champaign’s Urban Renewal|tor of the Champaign County begm later: thls spring, aney Housmg Authority to obtain}.

‘Bedroom Unit s, Uree More
Urban RenewolSn‘es i i

Housing
- |For Urbana

: area will be scaitered on smgle Housing Authority said Tuesday sald ‘ - \ authorization for - the

P

| structing {90 units of public
I housing under the turnkey plan
1in Champalgn The contract was
|awarded to Creative Bu11d1ngs
1| of Urbana in January.

- Qriginally, 56 units were to be
r built on a 4.4 gere site.on North

in Urbana.
The . council passed a re
tion urging that 40 per

ing and .the remaining 60

1 an
With the rev1sed
will be 48 units on N
and 56 on the Ur
sie. Finney $aid,
in the Chieago Repnal office
recommended ‘rheqﬁchange to
two sites.

Committee whett &
{the projects were bemg dis-
cussed last year.

‘Finney. said the revised plans
had been- dlscussed with the cCCl

Jdand. had met\w

The Urbana City Council has

The housing authority is' con-| R struction. of 300 units of housmg

of the units-be low income hous-

cent be housmg for the elderly.

asks  that - the
“be’ developed

limited- to 110 more than 40 un1ts
iper site.”

The councxl’ resolutmn states
1that * there isia. ‘continued
‘shortage” of housing in the: cny

PRSI SEE e

Jeon-

solu-
cent

per

“that the famﬂy housmg be "




ils of. area re51dents

hrst actlon alvea adv1se

Champalg Y

to begin. surveylél ,
tatively designal
secondsurbamrenéwal;area .
“fe hope' all re dents ¢

1a ’ce 1w
area’” wﬂl cool?eg ng dcor-todoor.‘

o
Im

" By TOM SL()f plamung of Project’ o only and| undertake another urbank re-
News-Gazette St V -does. not. commiit ‘the city to ac-|newel" program, . the $640 000,
The Champalgn City fﬁCounc]l tually starting the program. He|survey and ' planning - grant

“gwill «consider the authorization sald the two. to three years wait|would pot have to be repa1d, Iff

% : . %o -sfibmit the: application for ‘woudld provide | -ample’ time ' to|the program is started, ‘the"cost

survey and plarning grant ¢f|[Study the feas1b111ty of amother |of the grant would be incluyded

. $640,000 f6r the. proposed $20 urban renewal progect 1n Cham-|in the total cost of the’ proJect

. millfon Project’ I -of: urban re- : ~{This total cost is split between :

: newal at the regular meéetin the federal, and local govern-

7:30% p.m. Tuesday i -iments. .- !
Buﬂdlng R The Councll W111 also’ con51der_

The' ‘request for- two compromlse zoning . -ordi~|
authorized, ‘wlil b nances inian’ attempt to's :

Department of .F st

the ‘recent controversy over the ,

e’
hlcago Dav1d Gessemer,
irector of the Department of :
Urban Renewal; said the city|east: nelghborhood o :
;has only -spent a- prekusly ay-| - At-their prevmus meetlng, .the
|thorized $2;000' onthe .applica~ Councu reversed’ sarlier:
tion’ and: he, has said he would]cisicnand voted: :to" defeat

_delwer the apphcatlon in per- R-2C classifieation’ for the w

nine-bloek area. The zoninhg ‘el

It tl'fe?city shoild decide not ot to sification ‘would allow the “con-|
—— |struction of - apartments under|

prepare
r the ent’

He vsa1d the grant is, ot the

e Rt _ certain conditions in the .area.
S ‘ E ) wo . . The two new ordinances would|
S- | 5 ) i R : P allow the. construction ‘of apart-|

ments on three lots in the area
while leaving-the remainder. in
a single - family - classification.
The three:lots, located at 310 E.
Church, -312 E. Church, and a}
corner lot nambered 311 E. Hill|
and 305 N. Fifth, are owned by
Skip Thompson, 715 Tawney, C.
Thompson has. tried for over .a|
year to get'the zoning change.

People in .the area -have
'lagreed to support Thompson's
iiplans to build a two building,
i|20- to 28-unit apartment complex
if the rest of the area is left
alone. One of the ordinances

dings
mine. Bow many bu11 ‘
txifw 1nhab1ted how thany;: ‘are
and how many.

e 1ded ata 1ate1‘ date, |
3l oved|

L waems - of the week.

2t g

&



Prugeves T

"‘completed". oot el
:w. e These units, which are wne e e 6 s
i ' o largest, were removed from  InC..chr “‘Tousing  authority’s ° -plans| | Council now has. the option of;

the two project sites to allevi-

* “ate crowding, said Bud Fin-
" ney, executive director of the ;
Chamipaign County “Housing ~ Chicago

which ordinance to pass.’ "7}
. The Council'will also, Consider;
an ordinance that-would: ‘allow:
the construction ef. ‘a. “trailer]

tme : regional office of the . " mhe authority rejected- all

. profe Authority Department of Housing -and ; , i ark on Route’ P
P Lo e : ALOUSL : he. “turns| |PAESOR Route 150 west of -Charm-
d.pro The - Concerned Citizens Urban Deévelopment for ° Eei,s,, a:gprii(::%e?mtd e‘; ~ v;}‘n? paign. Browning said Friday?f%le
Committee (CCC), a black March 12, Finney said. - .. g p‘ﬁvaté ~ déizéloper residents of the area have sub:

community group, had par- It “all goes well the fimal " gructs the projects from ‘mitted a valid petition:and it

would take five' yes:votes -by
the Council to-pass .the- ordi-
nanee.’, . T T BT

In other business; the:C ‘
will deal with vacating two'
areas of land in the Project I|
urban remewal” area.-The v
cancies, to"be a sirip -on"‘the
corner of E. Bradley and N
Fifth and a strip on Eureka be-]

ticularly objected to plans to conference with HUD will be . own plans  and then turfis
them over to the housing at-

‘pected ! nduct. 1
ies to draw up'a
recommendati
daries of areas "(floxj QN%
- \gpecific yars. an | whaf 35e0t
\1s§ou1d be followed in f‘ﬂﬁg
|iewal wotkin the area.
factor .in’ §

t €0 units on the North held March 24 ,
is - Avenue . site, which Contracts then can be sigh-  thorify ,
ted of only 4.4 acres. ed and construction Can-Be- i L il i
C gin soon after, said Darrel -
Murphy, project-director; re- -
gional representative . - for ;
in the urban CBL : ' :
and 16 on indi- Murphy also ‘said: he ex- e

. A ma ’ . » b
vidual lots.

such a firm will ‘e its pected to finish buying the tween Fourth and Fifth'streets
ﬂes§dt;ttsakg§e%1§:fkt§éy wan %{@?‘ 16° five-bedroom mod- 16 scattered sites by the end. . Lot were made.necessaxymbitr;e:zi
iresidenis: a8t oo i . - “hedroom, 16" Iro | |platting of the area. The' -
|dene and-;ncqrporate ;‘9 ,1I}t0 ﬂ}é  mrnnngy s " fhilse-bedrootn; and 10 fours] |cil ng alSG Bt o;a:la 21;;61%(1?&
|NDP application. ... = banre- 4 : - bedroom. units-on the Northi [to sell 10 lots in the. urban ¥e-
" the ‘pear- future, urb ' A rove U R | Harris site and eight one-béd-| (newal area -to Community
Jnewal staff workers and menl- , PP A4 A i rogm, 16 two-bedroom, - 204 Homes. ’ '
‘ ‘ I 4 % S ¢ three-bedroom, -and- 12 four-}
\ Ar eqg Lq nd = bedroom. units on the urbar
b CEE ; “remewal site: g G
: : L ... CBI hopes .
along fori: ( F ‘ k ! - OBl hop .
bﬁehegﬁt of federal funds. - ‘ or D r ' vof th? :ull,lt “
T S Approval of a $24,000 - land ~-ready for. o ! ‘
| purchase, ‘agreement with thej: o ,tem‘ber',‘{Murphy;sald
City of :Charnpaign, for -ap-} “." The rest ‘are expected ‘to
proximately seven a%‘é§ of land |’ 2be completed'withiﬁ"a year..
in the Project I urbg -renewal |: : = =T =i
area will be decideg at the ) R

. regular meeting of the "Board X
of Commissiofiers of the Cham-
ipaign Park. ;

Monday 4at eeting Center.
Plans fox w "park, now .

being dra ude ‘a ‘multi-|;

purpose picnic|:

‘area an
performin,
{proved, clé
{work will beg
l-according to Géheralé
I Robert Toalson. "'
). The Board  will ‘also discuss |
lrates for annual and season
tickets for Centennial and the
‘Inew Spalding swimming ' pools.
'Rates for year-round swimming
at Spalding pool will be set
for families as well as.io-
dividuals. g St

P

art

—— AT

contracte™ for B vk
operated Pprogra
facilities.

Pt e




MODEL.: FOR NEW DOWNTOWN Leaders mvolved :

in plans for downtown' Champai’gn s new $23 million

revitalization and expansion; pictdred at, Monday's.

press conference, are from lef_t Prof. A, Rxchard Wil
iams, who headed the urban Mgn team for the - de- Ip

* % Xk X

***

‘ve{ép
- paign

THE NEWS

.NEWS-Gazette‘ Photo by Robert Arbuckle
etit; Thomas Hagan Jr.," presrdent of the Cham-
;;.1 evelopment Corporatmn Mayor Virgil Wikoff;
rose: Richardson :of- the "
n, Severns and '_Scheeler and Joe E. Frank,
' ‘C amber of Commerce.

architectural’ firm of

****

by

By Darlene Napady n
Of The Courier -

An area of ‘about five
‘square blocks irn Cham-
paign’s proposed second ur--

ban renewal area apparent-
Iy will be recofiifiended for
a program that Would make
federal ' home repair loans

and granis available 1mmed1-;, .

ately. . e T

At a meeting Thursday, the
Citizens Advisory Committee’ -

on Urban Renewal voted to

recommend that ‘the  city.

council apply for ' federal
funds to implement so-called
Certified Area Program in
this area. |

Under such 2 program res-
idents who own .their own
homes can apply -at once for
low-interest loans and grants
that otherwise wotld not be
available until the city began
renewal work in the area,
probably . three years from
noyw afearlie

.'In réconimending the pro-
gram to the’ AC Urban Re-
newal Director .'.Dav1d Gense-
mer repeated that in his opin-
ion a certified -afea program
did not legally commit the
city to .a second urban re-
newal project.
Application okalyed

According to féderal re-

* Gensemer. said tHe' uba
. newal " staff ‘ considered th

Aior rehabihtatlon or code en- .
forcement within a reason- K

able period of time.”

Last month, the city coun- .

cil, approved an application
000 in. federal funds

After some;;consids

area bounded by Grove
Stréet on the north, 5th Street
on the west, Wright Street
on the east and the alley

between Columbia and Wash--

ington streets on the south
as a ‘Suitable area for the

-program. |

“We found that most -of
the prsons in this area fel

| it should remain single fam-

ily;” he said.

The area also was slated

to remain single family in
the General Neighborhood
Renewal plan drawn up in
1963, he added.

The staff also considered

a second area, bounded
roughly by Washington, 2nd,
5th streets and Park Avenue
Gensender said. -

But two areas Would be

. ment anyway, so it would
. not mean a reduction in ‘the

he said, adding that-._the sec-

.ond area could be added to

.the program once work is

" under way in the first.
Rehabilitate 20 -

"Of the 41 owner-occupled

. structures in the recommend-
ed area, exterior surveys in-

cated that 33 probably have
& code violations. But

“only 20 of these are .still in
vthe reﬁiglabihtable stage, Gen-

ne .,sald

these 20, four or five
ably would qualify for
he federal grants, up to a
maximum of $3,500 while the
rest would be eligible for fed-
eral loans-up to a max1mum\
of - $15,600°af 3 per cent in-
terest.

The certified area program
may be able to reduce the
overall cost of a second pro-
gram somewhat by taking
care of some rehabilitation

costs beforehand. e
But- allsuch costs aret v

borne by the federal gover

city’s share of the project.. -,
“We may, -however,, be
able to catch some houses

dard, beyond the point of
rehabilitation » ‘Gensem"er'
said.

He ‘estimated the 01tyr

. ber of the Concerned Citizens

‘ speed approval of the plan-‘

HAMPAIGN-U

eral grants and $136,000 in
loans to handle the 20 prop-
erties that probably would
qualify.

- For the tlme ‘being the|
program could be adminis-|
tered by William Hall, they
department’s ﬂreha‘bilitatio;n
officer. * fo
City burden %

But after, the first urban
renewal ‘progfam . is phased
out in. mid-May, the city
will have to pick up adinin-}
istrative costs.

John Lee Johnson, a mem-'

Committee, said the CAC
should . take a more active
“srole in bringing pressure: to

ning application. :
“When this is presented to]
the council I hope the CAC

will stress that this is not)

an out and that urban re-

newal still would be needed,”}

Ahat they' can détermine what
reas should be-included be-

Richard Davis, CCC chair-
man, concurred, saying: “We
~ agree with the certlfled area
program, but the people

/.. Hore taking thé matter to the|
before they become substan- % city coufichim® «

quirements, he noted the. too much to handle at once, . would need $14 000 - in: fed- - themselves should plan it.”"
(Continued from page 1) 1 ?Mall will necessitate closmg of ‘further clearing to provide a

venient market place in':t - 16;Church-Main (on the riorth) to|greatly enlarged parking. facili-
region.” "-ty for .the 'north part of. the

Hagan added: {new , downtown complex. This

“Throughout ’che de51gn pen_y. chkory triangle .area, when
od, we kept. the mty adminig-| : completed, . will accommodate
fration and council od of [ held m the Lewss Buildin _Forbas displayed land ‘use 475 caxs.
our progress, since.f 1Jo& “Franks, president . gf,/ t lban ‘drawings, a design model| Other new parking sites will
is one of private. Chamber’ of’Commerce several| 14 Waps depicting projected |include a. three-siory parking
operation.” ” ‘members of * the Champaign expanded motor parking areas|garage between Church .and

Hagan said,’ 3 'City. Couneil, designer-architect within the project scope as well |Hill. (for 300 cars) and to the . vy
we may symb -jAnibrose - Richardson, - and| 2> 'Baps showing the newly-|{West, new parking west of ) . ! 3
ning of this building pr 3 forbes, the developer-consult- flll":ngim;lto traffic féow through | Robeson’s near the newly-plan- : : o
present the- mayor ‘of - Cham-| ant. Forbes and Williams spear: own reglomn. ned Howard Johnson Motor Inn ‘ ‘ P » L o -
paign with this- Set. of the de-|headed the preliminary II)Jlan The traffic circulation plan|and -one-half block of new city . S S \ s
sign and development plans, in|ning and urban design work|and refinements, together with|parking at West University and " . s ' : Eoe Ly
the name of the -officers 'and|carried on during the past 10(the public parking facilities ex-|Randolph. 4 o

R momeion wrave nart’of the new! Warhes said “increased park- " i ~ -

190 in Chamnainn




and .others in the DPreNmMINAry|SPaus wui. uwic avvv
phases of the enterpnse

Mall W1]l necessn/att closmg oflwhlch w111 pave - the way for hind the. mﬂdﬁe‘l“’and across,

the I1.C.
{| merecial 4B

One ofzt 1

‘program. fhclu es pl #for 350,
000 square feet: of new retaﬂ‘
space projectéd for new retail
units. in’ the-downtown area.

The all-weather mall will have
easy—access entrances from all
directigns’ from surrounding es-
tablished reta11 stores.

g Transporta’uon amprovements\
“ dwill inclide a new thoroughfare
rom fhe:campus area to down-
* own Cl hampaign, via . Church-~
: Mam ‘as well as:the east-west
thoroughfare of Umver51ty Avesl.
/| nue.
| "Tratfic flow north-south under
new.city plan’calls for north

{ only ific on: Randolph’ and

'| Chestrut;and* south- only traffic

Ly
er—consultant in being

.able to work with0. young Jous-

town mterests—consclous the
dynamlcs of— ‘the “new, vital

tect 3 observe at the all-
weather .mall i will be; *‘very
‘| éémpaet’™ and”iserve: as ““the
| erossreads’; and: social center of
downtewn: Champa1gn :

{. The srotunda’ probably will
|have a 90:fgot” dome and have
‘tan appearance girmilar to the
Sheraton-Palace in San Fran-
| cisco, he ‘said.

‘With, a large restaurani, bar
i1 and other features such as
iKkiosks and live street, the Mall
is oontemplat‘ed as a colorful
|and relaxing “hub?’ for' the new
downfown shoppers.

Williams- said ¢ompaction of
the core area ‘will riake Cham-
{paign’s central business distriet
1*““more compact than: most shop-
{ping centers’: with' parkmg
{£acilities on the . various’ sides
{located “an average. of 500 feet
from 'the very ‘center.”

I He said suggestions: have been.
made 10 busines building owners
.for the remoélehn¢= and restora-
{tion programs envrsmned in the
overall program, to- harmonize
some of the Airiique, architectural

with - the new central core con-

as soﬂ tests,’

y by next>
delighted to’
'thrs excmng

cluster llghts in

features.’

iness people ‘with - vital 7 down-|

featires; of ex1st1ng structures |

struction: © - :
Richardson l1d var ious

studies' and are being.

made at the time, such

Mall and other: decorative‘é

Urbana was selected Wed-

nesday to ‘devélep 120 units’

of . public housing for Cham-

paign, a prOJect that' has.
..-béen on various drawing
. boards for several years‘

County Authorlty “
board vot: i 'mously o
pick  CBI» g;sevemuotherr.,‘;-'

firms who-also Had' presenbed o
proposals discussed in all-day -
-." conferences with. the board

.Tuesday. - ‘

CBI President Roy Murphy
‘had made no-secret of the
firm’s de51re to bulld the two

: . Berger arch1tectura1 consult-'
. dnt tothe. board sald at the-
time. .

Both the board and merh-

.:i"'f'bers of :the- Concerned Citi- .

YARAY  Nara amsmn | wme— e

.offer.

progects in the worst: way,”

* Murphy told the board Tues-

day; explaining.that CBI hop-
ed.to make it a show . case
for“out - ‘of - town visitors

"o their plant in east Urbana.’

Bids- hlgh

A with - the other propos-

als, CBI’s plans ‘would cost

more - than the -$1,784,000 °

available for the project.

The price tag for dividing
the units evenly between the
site in° the urban renewal

. area and the site on North
»Harns Street came:to $1,750,- .
000 -

But after mcorporatmg cer-

“tain revisions asked by the-

board, including transferring

~four umts trom “the” North -
"“Harris . Avenue. site to "the
. urban rénewal site, the pr1ce
rose to $1,898,000.

Tt stillis net’ certam it
the. Chicago regional office:

~

L above hvmg

,crawl space
i'vided . under = the . umits
L tor make easier: any repair
AT on wiring-or plumbmg

“driers, although HUD at
present does not. include. dri-:
-ers in the list of permltted
household appliances. ‘
CBI also would guarantee

' 784,000 figure was based on
" “We want. to build these‘ '

1966 estlmates of constructlon
costs.

The board had taken bids
on - their: own plans for the

*project, only to have the low-

est come in 43 per cent-above
available funds.

At that time the regional

_ office said it could not allot

additional money’ to the
pro:ject ‘

But several of the develop-
ers, including CBI, seemed
to feel it was worth a try

. to get additional money for
. a well - designed project.

If selected as -developer,.

Murphy said, the firm would
begin construction in early
spring and finish the two
projects within a year.

~ CBI’s modular construction . .
approach in which units are .
constructed of cubes built in ,
its plant and stacked on place |

. on the site raised a number |

of ~quest10ns on the hvab111ty
of the units.

Murphy said most of these

problems could be solved.

In- cases where the bed- :
room .of one umt is placed
ice of another

: directly
though this
somewhat .

tory ‘apart-
- with * one-

{@m that
Wotld be pro-

“In-the future, 'the - units
could ‘be wired fot clothes

“orative matters, he sald

‘North Mt. Olive, Manor;,‘ ;
72 - unit federally - alded

: negot1atlons on’ des1gn

"The , firm - will . set_.up
show case in its plant whe
prospectlve tenants ‘can:g
their preferences on -colo
wall. finishes andother

ubes :
plant permlts "tramlng an un
skilled ‘worker. in. about..one
fifth the time requlred 0
the 31te he sald : :

moderate ]

20 ) per -cent

bulldmg the ur
are, black; he s &

"I Wednesdd
the ‘board selec?‘\’g;m
the' _developer : ¢ol

costs.
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. STREET IMPROVEMENTS

_ “Revitalization” ' of down-
iown Champaign is barely off
.~ ihe ground, with the only ac-
“tual work -done the clearing

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is
the third in a series of ar-
ticles on urBan renewal in

parking lets. However, land
acquisition is under way for
more dramatic parking im-
provements, and a large mall

£ s’eyeral bu‘ildings f_or new . may be under construction in

 tracks, the Champaigi City

Council will be faced with
more than the  crumbling

]970. Long-range downitown
improvements that could af: -
fect neighborhood urban re-
newal include construction of
“1ltini Boulevard” (shown in’

Downtown revitalization: a private project

“We are concentrating on
@he downtown area, which we
intend to redevelop bv ori-

dashes on the aerial photo),
which would begin on 1st
street, curve to the west over
numerous railroad tracks and

the city wuld have to pay.
I_VIayor Virgil Wikoff has
said he hopes the city would

join Neil Street north of the
flowntown area. Also shown
is the proposed route of a con-
nection of Main Street and

eral CAC members ﬁave
pointed out that it would
make little sense to' clear-

Park streets via a new under-

. pass at the lilinois Central
tracks. ’ '

{Photo by Curt Beamer)

" a proposed southern by pass

expressway, it should qual-
ify for federal assistance un-

Rent Subsidies

By DIANE SPATZ
News-Gazette Staff Writer
The Champaign. County Hous-

ing Authority passed a resolu-
tion" at its meeting Wednesday.
fixing' the minimum rent to be
paid by tenants in the rent sub-
sidy program st $30 per month.

Bud Finney, executive direc-
tor of the authority, told the
board that much was’ necessary
for the program to break even.

The rent subsidy program
would allow the housing-author-
ity to lease private residences
at market rates and then re-
lease them to -low-income fam-
jlies at rates they can afford.
The federal government. would
pay the difference. ‘

A budget of $140,000 for the
first year of the program was
sent to the HUD in Chicago ear-
ly in September for approval.
This allows for 50 rental units in
Urbana and 68 in Champaign.

Finney said he expects word
$rom Chicago on the final ap-
proval of the rent subsidy pro-
gram sometime this wqek.

Marvin Marsh, chairman of
the housing authority, told the
board after discussions with
federal officials in Chicago — he
thought the 120-unit housing pro-

* % %

Ne;d Urbana

Program To
Get Housing

Marvin Marsh, chairman of
the Champaign County Housing
Authority, told the authority at
its meeting Wednesday that Ur-
bana’s Workable Program, nec-
cessary for the housing author-
ity to proceed with plans for
150 units for the elderly in Ur-
bana, should go to the Urbana
City Council for approval by the
Oct. 20 meeting.

HUD has threatened to take
the county’s authorization for
the program away due to “lack
of local activity.” The city of
Urbana must have a certified
workable program before the
project can continue. Urbana
has submitted the program to
federal officials twice, but it has
been rejected both- times.

HUD gave the housing author-
ity a 45 day extension in which

_to get the workable program

submitted to federal officials. If
tha wenorarm e not submitted

paign’s Urban
would have to be ¢onstructed |

ject slated for the City of Cham-
Renewal area.

under the ‘‘turnkey” ‘method; -

43 per cent above the 1966
construction. The board then
tried to negotiate with the low
bidder, but the costs were still
too much. -
The HUD. offices. in. Chieago
then.decided to have the original
plans resubmitted . to. the
architect in an attempt to bring
the costs down, .but . Marsh
reported the estimates were still
too high. : :

The project was . bid " ldsti:
{ August, but the lowest -bid was |:

estimate of $1,784,000 for.basic).

I

L itk it

" He said the Chicago office was :
trying to get another $100,000
"appropriated for the project, but

Marsh said he would know

a “turnkey’’ proposal. :

Under the ‘‘turnkey” method,
the housing authority would sign
a contract with a contractor to
build a specified number of units
for a specific price.

The contractor would then ac-
quire his own land, provide his
own plans, build the project,

housing authority.

This method would eliminate
much of the timé the-housing
authority would have to spend inf
letting bids and having every
phase approved by the Chicago
HUD office." ‘

Marsh said that under the
«turnkey”’ method, he hopes to
have ground broken for the proj-
ect sometime next spring.

probably couldn’t get the' money. |-

whether or not the additional ap-}.
propriation had been obtained|
within a week, but that he ex-i
pected to call a special board}
meeting to turn the project into )

then ‘“turn the key” over to the

Tn other business, the housing
authority awarded a $12,968 con-
tract to Hitchins Roofing Com-

in Mitchell Court. The present:
roofs have been there for over:
27 years. -

pany of Urbana to roof 24 units,

ik ks P b4

e 4.
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ment Corp, that has spear-
‘headed downtown efforts,
stresses that his group is not
interested in becoming ‘bog-
ged down in the urban re-
newal effort.

programs-tenewal or public housing proj-
miprovement for ects.

Urbana are be- The 150-unit housing for the
[by. the Cham: elderly project has been.under
Regional Planning discussion for several years.
cutive Diréctor - . Federal housing officials had
reported Tues- authorized the local authority
o _to begin looking for a site and
orrenily is be- undertake related work.
c‘ffee;n(ﬁ?icf ;Of?dg~ But .they have refused fo even
‘e 'forwarded inspect possible locations for the
Warren Brown- high-rise project until the city
id Doug Hous- obtained a  workable program.
+ff thember. A mew draft should be ready
e _ " for Mayor Charles Zipprodt
' :sometime before Oét. 20, Malt

Dby said Tuesday. = . .
i “We are aware of the housing

b authority problem anc}l1 hope to

oo a3 get the material to the mayor
ag»a%r%iiig'sd he can discuss it with the

1 Marsh, ‘city council as soon as Ppos-
impaign Sible,” Maltby said.

The program already has been
submitted to federal officials
several times, only 'to be re-
turned for additional work. =~ .

Champaign’s current prqgr;n;‘

w0 3o o is certified until Dec. 1. Bu
Urg 'V?B;;lg%s}:it, too, is recertified, it could
G ** hamper federal consideration of
Jescribes additional urban renewal work.

nd. any ~ The urban renewal staff 1(;111‘-

.1 with rently is preparing an appiica-
geal Wlth tion yfor federal funds to plan<
o additional renewal work in the

1g. project

city’s northeast neighborhood.

But the laspe of Champaign’s
i workable program would not af-
‘fect the existing urban renewal
project or the 120 new units
of public housing already con-
tracted for with the federal gov-
ernment.

" Regional housing officials ~inc

‘Chicago are going over project
-costs to see if any additional

/funds are available, Marsh said.

. But it looks.doubtful at this
itime, he added.

. If no solution is reached, the
housing authority probably will
have to seek a private develop-
«er to build the two 60-unit proj-
-ects from his own plans and
sell it to the authority, but hl_s
would delay actual work until
Zext spring.: ‘

~ern to- the
" the tracks-
~"derpass ‘as
CLoect o

success 0L ine privaie eiroris
may, hinge' on:a number of
public improvement suggest-

ed several years ago in a.
_report by  Candeub-Fleissig,

the same planning firm that
.drew .up the proposed -appli-
cation for planning funds for
the :second urban = renewal
project. ‘

One muck - discussed rec-
ommendation has been a ve-
hicle underpass under the II-
linois Central tracks at Main
‘Street.

.In the .past it has been
suggested that the city shift
the western ;boundary ef the
renéwal dreafroni thé east-

" This  wou d have’ allowed
the city to..share. the cost

with. the:federal government, -

| ‘But representatives-of the

Chicago regional-office of the
Department of Housing: and

- Urban Dévelopment have rul-

ed this. out: because, they
said, area . residents -would
not receive the ‘main benefit
of such an underpass.

Still, if the city were to
build - the underpass out of
its own- funds;> half the cost,
estimated at'more than $600,-
000; could be counted: as a
local -hon-cash contribution to
the renewal project.

This would reduce propor-

| tionately the'amount of cash

MV YTAULAILAL AL veaw Ve Wy A

improved during a second re-
newal project, City Urban
-Renewal Director David Gen-
semer has said.

Since this also is techni-
cally outside the area, it can-
-not be included in project
costs, although half of any
city expenditure also could
be counted as a non-cash con-
tribution, Gensemer added.

Besides the Main Street un-
derpass, another downtown-
related improvement of con-
cern to urban renewal plan-

-ners has been the proposed

Illini Boulevard.

Boulevard route

As now projected, I11ini
Boulvard would begin at Uni-
versity - Avenue, run north
along what is now 1st Street,
and then sweep upward on
an overpass over the junc-
ture of the IC and Norfolk
and Western tracks.

It then would join .into.
North Neil Street, just south
of the interchange with In-
terstate 74.

Most city officials concede|,

that Illini Boulevard is at
least 10 years in the future.

But the Citizens Advisory
Commiittee on Urban Renew-
al, for one, has been worried
about the effect of such a
major thoroughfare slicing
through the southwest corner
of the area. :

The matter of timing has

- project, persons living there

been of major concern. Sev-

; ‘;Council wants study '

B i

as part of an urban renewal

would be eligible for federal
relocation payments’and- as-
sistance from the relocation
staff in finding new homes. . 3

If the city were to apply
for planning .funds .immedi-
ately, it will take an estimat-
ed eight to nine years to
complete the renewal proj-
ect. L

Sot it might be possible
to correlate Illini Boulevard
with the renewal project, Wi-
koff concedes.
City can’t afford

But financing' is another
matter. Since the city would
not be able fo afford such
a massive expenditure on its
own, it probably will have
to try to obtain federal aid,
Wikoff said.

Since  Illinic Boulevard
would connect with I-74 on

the north and possibly with

' Delay workable program

Despite an - objection by
 City Manager Warren Brown-
ing, the Champaign City
Couneil took no action Fues-
''day night on a new work-

| improvement for the city.
. A resolution approving the.
© program and  authorizing
* Browning to apply for re-
certification was defeated by
the councilmen, who said
they wanted to study and
. possibly revise the program

_ before approving on it. ‘
But Browning said federal
certification of the current

i program expires Dec.'1,-and -

the’ council ‘should have ap-
~proved the review consider-
ing the program would  al-
" meost certainly have been re-
turned to the council at least
once. R

However, Councilmén Rob- -
ert Pope, Seely Johnston and .,

able program for community

tions to certain portions of
the review. .

Pope especially criticized:
some of the conclusions
drawn in the preview of the
program, and some of the
recemmendations it made.

“If we pass this, we put
a stamp of approval on a
whole, Jist: of -items that have
been debated 'in study ses-
sions since T've been on the
council,” he said. He added
he didn’t: think the council
should go on record as ap-
proving some of the recom-
mendations on urban renew-

al and public housing that

canie in the review. - L

However, Browning told
him, “If you want to cut
all these things from the pro-

_gram, you might as well fof- -

get about re-certification.”

The review probably will ' =

be discussed at a study ses-|

" sion next Monday night.

~ William Kuhne voiced cbjec- -

ol e et e e il

S

to the Urbana.councii a weex
before' the Oct 20 meeting, so
the councilmen would be able
to ‘study it and vote on it Oct.
20,7

Delivered on R.F.D. Routes Nov. 20, 1859

' HDC to hear new propo

: .. tion has been schieduled for  authority curren"cl_y is'seeking |-
" Thursday to take up a new  a private devéloper who /will},

‘" the Hays School library, will

" a proposal discussed at a

 thority. -
T bi- city idea -was rejected

" those at the “fecting felt,
., would -be as . diffieult for ei-

"ty authority.

* Champaign and Urbana city

thority which can respond di-
¢ rectly to the housing needs
.. of its people. ‘

i tenants of public housing as
. possible,. will attend” Thurs-|

* . one, of the groups that make|
. up the coalition.

On public housing take over

Another meeting of the lic Housing for Champaign,|
Housing Development Ceali- on whith the county: housing}*

proposal for wcity take-over - build them; under a turnkey \
of public housing. o ,arrangement - and - then turnj |
The meeting, at'8 p.m. in them-over to the authority.

P

deal with. a revised draft of

previous meeting, calling on
“ Champaign “and Urbana to
form their own bi-city hous-
ing authority and ‘take con-
trol of existing public housing
units from ‘the ‘coubty au-

.At the earlier meeting, the)

since any such - authority,}

. ther city to-control as a,coun-
A committee, subsequently,
was charged with drawing
up new ‘proposals for the

councils; -asking each city to
. set up ifs own housing au-

““We  hope thaér“’as@""inanj‘

"day’s meeting so that we can
. get their ideas and ‘include
" them in the proposals,” John
Lee Johnson - reported Mon-
day at a meeting of the Con-
cerned Citizens Committee,

. The tenants also will be}
. asked their ‘suggestion on de-}
. sign of 120 new units of pub-|




being assembled. inte apartment 'comple'x";in-- Champaign  urban renew'alare‘a,

in ‘recent Weeks to a“néw de-| ing.

mand, this time by the newly| Last week the county authord

formed Housing ‘Development |t
Coalition, that Champalgn take | v board fmally voted to seek

" (Please turn to Page 16

- EDITOR’S ' NOTE:

By-Darlene Napady‘: :
Of The Courier

‘Tucked in among the conical
piles of black dirt on what is
known as “Block 3" of Cham-
paign’s first urban renewal proj-
ect, the lower walls of six new
‘apartment . buildings recently
'sprang up.

Although they did not actual-
1ly burst forth from the block-
square: site, they appeared with|:
just about equal suddenness,
having been -partially precon-
structed in box-like modules: in
the Creative Buildings Inc. plant
in Urbana and then hauled to
the site by truck.

There they and others like
them will 'be assembled into
what will be called North Mount
Olive Manor, a 72-unit federally
aided apartment complex spon-

isored by Mt. Olive Baptist
Church. P

bounded by Bradley Avenue on

£ ) AOPGERYE |

: This
is'the fifth in- a series of six
articles on -urban renewal in
Champaign. THe .City Council
currently is considering a new
$20 -million - extension of re-
.hewal work B

‘the'as high as $20"million. .

|got -off the ground—or, more

. {was little concrete proof that

| foot business tract on North 4th

jor 1mportance when the coun-
cil takes up the proposed appli-
cation for $640,000 in federal
funds fo plan a second project,
the total cost-of which c¢ould

" Until North. Mt. Olive Manor
literally, on the ground—there

anything would be built on the
large tracts of land cleared by
urban renewal.

To be sure, a number of ex-
isting homes had been rehabili-|
tated, but ldrge areas were va-
cant, occasionally containing!
only debris that had yet to be
hauled away.

But now only a 53,934 square-

Street, at Tremont Street have
yet to be committed for sale,
Urban Renewal Director Dav1d
Gensemer has reported.

Besides North Mt, Olive Man-

or, another apartment 'c“omplex
is slated to be built on a 4.5-
acre site just to the west. ’

Called the Bradley. - Avenue
Apartments,
federally -aided- through a non-
profit . corporatlon recently- or-
ganized ‘by: the Concerned Citi-
Zens Committee, a black com-
munity group, and Interfaith
Apartment Corp, a group of
local churches.

An application for federal
funding -was submitted - last
month by the Concerned: Citi-

ing Corp and the
Lippman as Assoc.
napolis.

Construction is expected to
start next spring on the 116
units, expected to cost more
than $1.5 million. .

Construction may begin about
the same time on 60 new units
of public housing on 7.9 acres
tot the south of this apartment
site.

developer,
of India-

This $1,024,600 development ‘

Delays in providing additional

.public housing have long been

a sore point between the city
and the Champaign County

!‘Housing Authority, giving rise

control of . 1ts own publlc hous-

this ‘alse will be|

zens-Interfaith Non-Profit Hous-|

* sunday, Nov. 16; 1969
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$20 ‘mill_i'on ‘project in

Secon

EDITOR‘S NOTE: This is

" the last of +siX. Articles on 2
,proposed second urban renew-
'"'al project for Champaign. The

first step, an application for
federal planning funds, is now
before the city council, which
is expected to take act1on in
coming weeks.

By Darlene Napady
Of The Courier

Before it can go on to Wash-
ington, the proposed application
for $640,000 in federal funds to
plan a second urban renewal
project in Champaign must get
a stamp of approval from the
City Council.

So far, the council has not

Northeast Neithdrﬁood

study session Oct. 28. .

And at least five of the seven
council members say there must
be some discussion before they
can form an opinion on whether
the city should undertake re-
newal work in the remaining
160 acres of its Northeast Neigh-
borhocod at a cost that may
go as high as $20 million.

Probably the earliest the coun-
cil can discuss the matter would
be a study session on Nov. 25.

City Manager Warren Brown-
ing said the matter could be
taken up at that time.

‘Only councilmen Seely Johns-
ton and Robert Pope, both long-
time opponents of urhan renew-
al, would venture opinions be-
fore then.

discussed this particular pro-
posal, presented to them at a

Johnston called cons1derat10n

| are the business of government |

renea

of more renewal work prema-
ture, saying: “It’s like ‘talking | -
about Chrlstmas, 1971, when we
haven’t. even celebrated Christ-
mas, 1970 yet ”

The city has-yet to flmsh PI‘OJ-
ect I, he noted.

Pope also said the councﬂ has
vet to see the outcome of Proj-|
ect 1.

“But I haven’t changed my
mind- one bit, I'm still agamst
it,”” he said. .

“More urban renewal Would
create a new level of local gov-
ernment, without any suggestion
that it ever be termmated ”
Pope said.

“T have long said that if the
counc1l feels that such matters

at any level, the city should

approach " he sa1d

.He added  he had “an 1dea
or two!” to- diseuss W1th ‘the Test
of the council before makmg
up his mind. :
Councilman Dwyer: Murphy al-
so said: he expécted the council}:
to “bat’ the. subject around -al
little” before: he reached any |
decision.

“Right now: I just don’t know,
although the size of the thing
did horrify us,” he admitted.

Councﬂman William Kuhne al-

so conceded that the cost es-
timates “look like a lot of mon-
ey” but said he, too, would
wait ‘for some councﬂ discus-
sion “before Venturmg any fur-
ther comment.

James Ransom, the only black
member of the counc1l said he,
too, was undec1ded

take the $100,000 it is now spend-

i cmmennimal aanh vaarh

Wo;rk to help solve’ the areas
housmg problems ‘

Mayor “Wikoff," Tikewise, said
he was. not sure about the pres-
ent proposal “but added that
urban renewal, in some form,
seemed “about the only way to
deal W1th housmg problems in
the’ area. ,

Tn any case, Wikoff sa1d he
did- not expect the ‘matter to
come up for council’ actlon un-
til December. - -

_Gensemer ‘has’ sa1d he hoped
the “council could take 1t up
at its Dec. 2 meetmg

In the past. four ‘months the
counéil has twice approved pre-
liminary steps for more renewal
work, first by a five to two
margin, then by six to one.

With Johnston ‘and - Pope dis-|
senting, . the counc1l on July 15
authorized the urban renewal

Ha <aid he had. 'not hieard

wal project hefore

vote

renewal Work

ning period. . «

But on a subsequent
Washington, Browning was’ told
that all federal funds: for ‘this
program: already had ‘bee:
located. '

He - instructed the urba
newal department to -prepar
apphcatmn ‘for. xfede :
funds to plan. 4" secon
t1ona1 renewal project

On>Aug. 19 the’ council-votec
6-1, “with-enly’ Pope ssenti
to employ Candéub

a pnvate planning
prepare the application
" o7 felt this would g
kind: of inventory for ;7%
fee that would have: show
we don’t ‘need urban ren
Johnston- sald explamm

snmul. At

tl

issent:

101 L2 wevnet mrocoRbe



¢l ‘would have to see som~!
» results before they cou

s likely to be of m:

s,

/~  structures

sto.ektend urhban renewa ' - ‘ Nf
of ‘Project I, col : e

i

(Continued from Page 2)

& private developer {0 ‘construct
these and another 60 units on

North Harris Street, under a|said. - -+

s‘turnkey” = arrangement, from
the developer’s own plans.

:The ‘board  was "~ forced info
this approach after bids on its
own plans came in 43 per cent
above estimates: ‘ :

A number of new -single-fami-
iy homes also are’ scheduled
16 be built in the area, including
22 through a tederally subsidized
program. that would- permit low-
income - families
Homeowners. .

“'These are to be buﬂt. by three sin
Community |

-, Tocal -developers, _
Homes, Creative Buildings, and
Thompson  Lumber Co., under
the sponsorship of another CCC
corporation, the North End Pro-
gressive Development Corp.

* Community Homes also is ex-

pected to build four duplexes|.

under the program. - -
“At present “the city -council
has approved the: sale of 14
of these 26.lots and is expected
to act on the others within. a

month.. . - .. o
A total of three other single-
family ‘homes .are expected-‘to
be - built- without federal -assist-
ance, including one-on the south-
past corner of 6th ‘Street -and
Bradley Avenue. : 4
L, - This was o: have. been the

Stbe of the new Mt. Olive par-

e

Ao
sona

e first new Thome in
- the P A o

rea.
\al

ehurch hag since’ sold: ‘the ‘lot.

: Champaign Hories, a non-
profit: corporation. formed by 2]

to-. ‘become ..

o said.

part ally céﬁfétfu'étéd i
“mysteriously: “burned |y
mmer, and. the|,

houses replace cld

“Three of these six are- wait-
ing for their new. homes to be
completed or are in the’ process
of relocating themselves,” “he

In all, about 110 dwelling units|
will be -added to the Project

and. should end “up’ with about
360 by ‘the time" ‘reconstruction
is completed;”” he said.. S

Most ‘site: imprevements -also

have been. completed; Gense-

mer said:

o put up.-the
street lights,
ion of the elec-
Iready done,”
At -its ‘last mieeting the City
Council -awarded the- contract
for widening ' and “improving

;

the project onthe north. -

Bradley. Avenue; which borders

ud et lights. ,
- <Al "our ‘other street work,

sewers. -and -storm. drains- have
been completed, although we do
have to finish a:few driveways,”
he added: . ¢ L

- Only --one - piece " of property

in"the entire. Project area has
vet to be ‘acquired. This is in|
the projected business area:
“Two local food concerns have |
expressed an interest in - this |
site, although.we have notheard |
" Gensemer |

from them lately,

“This will “be.‘the only" busi-

dmprovements also will|

store in ‘the "area that would.
serve residerts “of North Mt
Olive Mapor, the Bradley Ave-
nue ‘Apartments, and the public

|housing units, he notec. -

“Once we- acquire the site and [
are ready to-sell it, the city.
council: ‘will -ask for bids and
then sélect the one that seems
in the:best interest of the com-
miinity; “although’ they will have
to meet the federally set mini-
mum-of $45,000,” he said.

" Across 4th Street, on land not

in the renewal area, a laundro-
mat ‘has ‘relocated into the re-
modeled former site of OUR
Co-0p- Grocery store and Es-
quite ‘cleaners- has restored its
building, damaged by fire ear-
lier this year. - s

 Next: Will the City Council
go along with more urban re-
newal? .

house ‘this year, net 10 years
from now.” .

The city also could enforce:
its building codes to prevent'
large areas from becoming run
‘down, he said. '

But, he stressed, he favored
such laws only as long-as they
sought to prevent safety hazards
and not ‘when they tried to im-
pose one person’s standard of
beauty on another. g }

“Just like people.are not al-;
lowed to dump -garbage in the
street because this -would be
'a health hazard, neithet should|
ithey be perrnitted to maintain
}buildings in such condition ‘that|
|they present a fire hazard,” hel
explained. ;
Local program . :

Councilman M. G. “Bob” Sny-
der also mentionéd the possi’
bility of 'a local. program, fi-
nanced with funds that, other-
wise would be used to pay the
city’s share of renewal work. .
| I we took the :$700,000 "it!
| might cost us for our - share.
lof a second project,. we. could]
make loans available fo - area,
residents to repair - their own'
homes,” he said. ° |

“A Tot of stuff needs to be|
|done in the area, but: T'm not!
sure urban renewal is the i:iglj‘txt

ot

i
i

By TOM SLOCUM
News-Gazette Staif Writer

workable program for the mext
two years is progressing as fast
as the needed information is be-

ranged to. several good

cleararice parts||
réa. inito. rehabilitation |
v o

’“‘?Ei\ihe‘
par >

: ERCEIE S
- These hotses  then were ‘Te-|
modéled and sold, mostly to 1ow-|
income famiilies. .

~ %In all, 39 houses in the ‘area
were "scheduled: to. be . rehabili-

" fated; many with the aid’ of
federal grants or:low interest
Toans, v . . '

.All have been completed, ex-
‘eept seven- or eight that are
Bow in progress, Gensemer esti-
‘mated. oo '
. Only six of 135 “families and
51 individuals to be relocated
have yet to move into. new
homes; he also said.:

1
omen, -also ar-]

ing received, according to Rich-
ard Maltby, executive director
of the Regional Plan Commis-
sion, and it sheuld be submitted
‘to City Manager Warren Brown-
ing in the near future.”

The city must submit a work-
able program outlining develop-
ment plans for the future to the
Federal Department of Housing
and Urban Development 1o be
eligible for Federal funds. The
re-certification of the present
progiam expires Dec. 1.

Tn the workable program. the
city names projects that have

" The first draft of Champaign’s

been done during the past certi-
fication period, the projects now
under way and plans for future
programs. (Included in the re-
port are costs ofvpast programs
and approximate costs of future
programs. . :

Maltby" said his staff has not
received all the data needed
from some depariments in the
city and must wait before: the;

first draft can be completed. He
said  the workable ' program
would be submitted before Dec.
1. He said there is ng require-
ment that the program be. sub-
roitted to HUD before that date,
but said it would be preferable.
He said if the program was sub-
mitted early no unnecessary
tinie would be lost in gaining the |

Ask1,000 Housing

" TTyesday. The resolution would |-
- include the ‘provision that not

‘was ot entirely the fault of the
" County group. He said ‘some’ of
. the delay was attributable to red

: replacement.

|

i
ecgoe
allowing Campus businessmeng
to leave the lights strung over:
Green Street up for one year
before again reviewing the
situation. ;

The lights were strung by ithe;
businessmen ‘when they:
mistakenly pelieved they had all
the necessary permits. A city
ordinance states any such action:
has. to receive the approval ‘of
the city Council. " :
The mistake was blamed. on
the . lack of communication
between city . offices and the,
Council said -they would try to
improve the situation.

Meeting ‘Change R

The Council agreed to have a’
resolution drawn that would’
move the meeting nights from,
Tuesday to Monday \night$. No*
action will be taken. im-,
mediately, but Mayor Wikoff
said he wanted the resolution
ready if the Council decides to
act. ' :
The council also discussed the '
bids received at the last meeting ‘$
for five police cars, & street’
sweeper and a wrecker. sexvice ;
to _haul junk 'cars -from -eityy
streets and private property: M
" The winners of the bids will be;
announced at the next iregular!
meeting. - ' R -
A recent state

UnitsIn

News-Gazette Staff Writer

" In ‘a study session Tuesday
night, the Champaign City Coun-
cil agreed to prepare a resolu-
tion calling for the Champaign
County Public Housing Authority
to apply for 1,000 units of public
Housing over the next 10 years.

- Mayor Virgil Wikoff said the
resolution would be prepared for
the - next regular ‘meeting on

more than 30 units would be
located in any one location.
Wikott: said the 100 units per
year figure was a number that
could be realistically attained
through, Federal funding.
Present city requests for public
housing number - 240 * units in-
eluding. 100 ~ units for elderly
persons. ; ‘ '
. Couhcilman ' Jdmes ~ Ransomr
expressed dissatisfaction. with
work of the CCPHA. He said
fhat not one unit has been built.
Reasons for Delay :
Mayor Wikoff said the delay-

tape: and slowness in’ acquiring

the ‘nbéessary land. The cost of
the tmits has to be determined in
edvance, ~and rising-vcos t
sometinies slow the work.

" At the study session, Mayor
Wikoff announced the resigna-
tion of. Verne Van Buskirk from

law reaffirms

the city’s right to haul junk_cars’
from.private property: after the’
owner. has -been notified. The:y
owner will be given 10-dyas?
the Fire and Police Commission |notice and the cars will then be ?,'
snd said he would nominate C.|taken. - v 4
D. Brownell Jr. as his| The bids were for the e_x—j
Van Buskirk. is|clusive right to haul cars to the )

tion on the new nomination will i

city’s Jandfill - area. Private

persons may contract privately
Be taken Tuesday night.: for the removal of cars but. they &
The Council will also vote would have to be taken toi{

Tuesday night on a resolution -anotherﬁll GECR, Lot

resigning for health reasons; Ac-
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CHAMPAIGN-URBANA COURIEL.

Request passes by 4-2 vote

Councﬂ esks 1 @% more units of pubhe housmg

By James Kroemer i

Of The Courier
Y A request for 1,000 addi-
- tional units of public housing
for Champalgn, to ‘be built
over. 'the next 10 years, was
approved by the city council

j“Tuesday night. -

. Introduced by Mayor Virgil
W1koff ‘Oct. 14 ‘and already
;- deferred once, the request

gﬂﬂwas passed by a 42 vote

even. though ‘the mayor: was

| absent last night.

| Wikoff’s request was in the
- form .of .a resolution asking
the County Housing Authority

; “t,o‘ take the necessary steps”

{ for" the construction of at

|-least 1,000 additional units

in Champaxg‘n over the next
ten years. . ,
Councilmen Robert ‘Pope

and Seely Johnston cast the’

two opposing votes, and al-
though Councilman _James
Ransom expressed reserva-
tions about the proposal, he
ended up voting in its favor.

Pope cited an articlé in
a recent issue of the maga-
zine “U.S. News & World
Report,” which he said told
of the manifold problems fac-
ing public housing today.

The article proved said
Pope, that “there is a crisis
in public housing in this coun-
try today.”

“This is an old program

N

N

. ° ’
Determine
By TOM SLOCUM
News-Gazette Statf Writer

- Showing the- need for public
housing in Champalgn should be
no problem this year according:
to. Edwin (Bud) Finney, ex-
ecutive director of the Cham-
paign County Housing Authority,
but he said he could not fortell
the. situation in three to four
years.

The Champaign City Councﬂ
has requested the CCHA ‘to ap-
ply for federal funds to build
1,000 units of housing in the-city
over the next 10 years. Mayor
Virgil Wikoff said the number

;

that has fallen into disrepute’

and gets worse and worse
every year,” he said. “I can’t
see the city of Champaign
urging the County Housing
Authority to add an activity
that is across the nation
bringing nothing but ruin.”
Johnston, who = acted as
mayor - protem  in Wikoff’s
absence by virtue of his seni-

. ority, said he opposed the
the

ordinance because of
number of units requested.
He said he felt it would be
sufficient - for the council to
recognize the need, but not
set a specific goal. '
Ransom voted for the or-
dinance “with reservations.”

He said he is opposed to ,
the County Housing Authority
‘being responsible for obtain-
ing the -additional public
housing, because he feels the
body has a history of doing
nothing.

But he was told the (:1ty
could take over the adminis-
tration of the:umits if a city
housing authority is ever cre-
ated.

_And = Councilman William
Kuhne said perhaps the -city
should absorb some of the
criticism that has been lev-
eled at the county authorlty
in the past. . :

“Maybe we have been der-

elict* in our duty: by never
\

telling them what we want-
eéd,” he said. He said he
viewed the request for more
housing merely as ‘“an ex-
pression of .a guideline for

- action for the county.”

One member of the audi-
ence also rose to speak. John
Lee Johnson, of the Concern-
ed Citizens Committee, sajd
his group favored the request

“for more public hotising.

But he added, “We are con-
cerned” with: the number of
units requested. We might
even need more: than 1,000 °
units.” -

He said the CCC- also felt
the people 'who would live

- in the public housing. should

be more involved in every
facet of its plannmg and con-
struction. :

Councilman™ M. G. “Bob”
Snyder, who finally made the
motion for adoption, said he
agreed with Kuhne that the
city- was merely frying to
set a guideline for the county.
“This request is just an ..
indication to the proper au-
thority that we think a need
exists,” he said.

The request for 1,000 units
must now gain approval from
the .County Housing Authori-
ty., Assuming that step is tak-
en, negotiations for federal
assistance and the purchase
of land could begm :

" Sunday, Oct 12, 1969
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To faczhtate fundmg

n 2 urban proyeets

Pl

By Darlene Napady

Of The Courier ... - .
Northeast Champalgn .

should he divided’ inte. twor
. -urban’.renewal projects
. areas, which would . stand. a-

better .chance of being fund- .
. ed ‘undef special federal r:g— K

ulations, ‘the Citizens’ -

\ visory, Committee on- Urban :

Benewal dec1ded Tuesday. |
A “application  for federal
finds to 'plan more renewal

work--in ' the 160 acres -im-. .
medlately south of -the first.
- project is expected to be pre-
sented to the City . councﬂ at,

its next meeting, Oct. 21.

~But the application. treats-

the area’ as -a single” unit,
which'in- itself ‘does not qual-

ify for special federal fund- .

.was based on present need
I'and projected needs over the 10-
year period. No specific number
of units was requested per year
and Wikoff said the number.
could vary as' condmons change
in the city.

i
'%I thmk thls is the wrong
. apploach’ ‘said 'Henry Sp1es,
CAC:chairman. - - °

(e will ‘have: to request
‘an- éxception that -one ‘half
‘of. the project be withiri -one-

“.quarter of a mile of the Um-‘ .

versity i of Tilinois campus
“he said. '

"to 180, extra days in process-

. +ing - the "application and the

.chances. of ‘approval are
small since “only one such
““exception, ‘has ever been
‘grented in-the - country,”
" Sples explamed

But this- same -area could’

be - divided iitc two parts,

one of ‘which would meet the -
. quarter-mﬂerequxrement that
' - long conference, that no pro-

»*This w111 take from 90.

" areas would be

would allow the city to clalm
as the local share, about $3‘
million already spent by the
U. of 1. for land acquisi-

" tion and clearance. -

Under the federal matching|

‘formula, this would: ‘euntitle

{He eity to at least $6. million
to spend on renewal work
in any project area. -

“Proposals for’ the ‘two{
submltted
jointly with ]omt finan¢ing,’

Spies explained. “The second

-projeét would be contingent

on the. credit received

. through the first.”

Regional - officials of the‘

Department - of Housmg and!
Urban Development also in-|
dicated, during a recent day-|

posal -would stand a good|
chance of financ¢ing without
considerable - political pres-\

~ sure, Spies continued.

“There would be:. about a}
three-year wait ‘at the eur-

rent. level of  activity,” he{

said. “But HUD officials be-|
lieve this period can be short-

. ened considerably if local of-

ficials exert enough influence|
on Congressmen and ' Sena-
tors ‘

e CAC aleo W111 seek tol

Urban renewal

By Darlene Napady
_ Of The Courier
An application for planning
more urban renewal work in

Champaign’s northeast ‘

neighborhood s hould be

. ready for the city council

by its next meeting on Oct.

91, urban remewal director '

‘Dav1d Gensemer has said.

“Work on the application
is almost 98 per cent comi-
plete,” Gensemer estimated.

“Our planning consultant
will meet with us that after-
noon when we will draw up
definite figures to present to
the council that mght ” he
said. -

Specifically, the application
will ask for federal funds
to plan revitalization of the
rest of the city’s North End,

a total 160 acres. bounded'

by the present remewal area
on the north, the Illinois Cen-
tral tracks on the west, Uni-
versity Avenue on the south
and Wright Street on the
Rast.

If approved by the city
council, it will be submitted
to the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development
for funding.

Planning

During the planning period, |
scheduled to run 18 months,y

. all the werk to be done in|
the area will be planned in}
detail. »

© .“A Project Area (PAC)

Committee will, be set up,
as required by federal law,
to assure resident participa-
tion,” Gensemer said.

This PAC probably will
have several subcommittees
te deal with such matters
as relocation, rehabilitation,
general design of the area,
or whatever subjects the
PAC itself wants to cover,
he explained.

During the planning stage
the PAC probably weuld have
a permanent office in the

area staffed with a secretary|
to help it handle communi- |

cations and the ether tasks

, - assigned to the group by fed-

E

“eral guidelines.
Block commlttees also wﬂl

R Y

proposal going
to council soon

any adchtmnal funds for exe-
cuting the project.
Since the second project, :

-approved, will not go into

execution until after the re-
sults of the 1970 census are

- available, the federal govern-

ment probably would mateh:
the local contribution on &
two-to-one basis, or abouf $6
million.

Champaign’s . population.
will off1c1a11y tise above 50,
000 in this census, meaning
it no longer would ‘be able

to take advantage of the

three-to-one matching formuye.
1a fo smaller cities. .
‘But, Gensemer added, ap- :
pralsal and other fees paid
by the U. of L in acquiring
its land, have yet to be added..
to the $3 million figre,"
Taeaning .the city may be
igible for more than $6 1
lion in fedeal money.

'¥- ":‘

Seven Firms |
Interested In' -
Turnkey Units

. ByDIANE SPATZ -
News-Gazette Staff Writer
The Champaign County Hous-{,
ing Authority Monday ‘
llunder consideration-  proposals

Poiinm mmcomem e mT A mvren A~ L2213

took|
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ply for ‘the ‘number’ of. units: the
City. Councﬂ requested He said
hts -staff ‘will begin. nnmedlately.
study -city records: and
1’surveys"to ‘get the needed m-l
formatlon for the application. - - |
" He: sald it would take a monthJ
to gather all - the needed in-
formatlon from the city and
then: another " fwo to . three
months 1o receivejthe answer to
the ’apphcanon ifrom federal
authorities, ‘The federal govern-
iment will balance the meed in’
Chémpaign againstre quests!
from. other: cities and grant the
.mioney. to these 'cities thh the
greatest need '

aney sa1d the' need for hous-
ing in Champalcn could vary in
ithe next’ few years and said he
could not Judge what the situa-
tion:” would “be for future ap-
phcatlons He 'said pnvate non-
‘profit. ‘Organizations coul d
receive federal assistance for
‘building low-cost and medxum-
ieost: housmg and these ' groups;
coul ‘reduce- the need, He ‘said
pro;ects 'such as. Mt. Olives
Manor s T2 units could solve. the
housmg shortage ‘and .make: it
‘unnecessary -for the city to act:
He also. said unforeseen changes
‘in federal programs could effect
the ituation.. : .

HOUSING "SPOKESMEN ELECTED.
The North End Progressive Develop-
ment - Corp has elected an executive
committee ‘which will deal directly with
reptesentatives of Lippman ' Associates,

the: fIndlanapohs firm whlch w1ll con-

‘\Iew. Gazette Photos bv Jon. Vance ‘
|

organization’ formed by members of the

Concerned +Citizens Comrmttee and the

Interfaith Housmg Corpt It will flnance»

from left, John ‘Lee J
Shupp, Hugh :Nourse, "
and Richard Davis.

Newss  Gazre NOV,

- -Aitotal of seven developers
have submitted proposals for
the: construction of 120 units
of public housing: on two sites -

~iin Champaign, Bud Finney, -
executlve director of the -
© Champaign County. Housing
Authority announced  this

- morning.

‘The proposals were opened
-late Monday, the deadline for .
~.submission, and s0 far.shavy
ot been studied
“Finney said. - =« 5

+...Such a sfudy probably wﬂl ‘
. take -at least 10 days,’ ‘he

~estimated. Thsi will- be fol-

" 'lowed by a final conference
- with potential developers be-
fore the housing authority
‘board picks a-developer, he

explamed

Representatlves of the Con—
cerned Citizens Committee’s
“+North - End- Progressive De-
velopment Corp. also will be
gwen a chance to" go over

: ke their

Steele Const.ruc_r on"' Co. of :
Gramte Cit; Baker Brothers

of Peorla McCarthy Broth.
-ers of-St. Louis, -and Lipp-
man Assoc1ates of Ind1a.napo-
- lis.

The: propt)sals a]l were sib-
mltted on a “‘turnkey” basis .
under which the. developer .
would ‘build ‘the unifs from
his own plans and then turn
therr over to the housing au-

.thorlty fora speclfled price.

E$1,784,000 is availe
' -ﬁﬁ’s}c - ¢omstruction
e housmg ate-
fﬁﬁy -owns ~ the
‘o North Har- -
r1s Avenue, cpear  Franklin
‘Junior High School and 7.8
acres in Champaign’s Pronect
I urban renewal area.

0

_smce MOST . 0L AL Wi me -
‘, retypmg job,”” he added. .

) spent if it saved three toy
six -months”in processmg the
apphcatlon, he sa1d ~~~~~

“This. would be time. well<

e W..«vs—«—s

‘, semer said. A public hearing

- most $3 million that the Uni-
‘ it

\m the -past..

tramea FESIICHUD witasmmmn -
‘These “diagnostic surveys”

" will cover some of the same|
subjects ‘as the family -sur-{.
veys already . conducted :by{

. the department’s relgeation
staff. . i
“But these will be in great-:

.er; depth and will. seek to

find out why particular busi-

nesses or - families - settled
where they did,” Gensemer
: added , [

Both ‘the family surveys,
to determine possible reloca-

“tion needs of area, residents, ‘

and the structural survey, to
determine . the cone

buildings in the ‘are ,"have ‘

been conducted while prepar-
" ing the application.
) 3ll, the planning *penod
‘would’ take 18 mon,ths, Gen-

on the matter probably would

- be held .during the 4th|

‘month. »
‘Clearance -

Actual execution would be-
gin in"the 18th month and|
‘take about flve years 'he add-
ced.

“There probably Wﬂl havey

to be some clearance in the

“new area but it probably

would involve -migre. conser-

vation ““and’ rehabilitation

than. the first pro]ect ”. he
. said,

Altho1gh HUD ofﬂclals
‘have yet to give any definite
-agsurance new. -t t
‘area, three times blgger than/
the ﬂrst, quite likely woulld
quahfy as-a spec1a1 univer-|
sity-related project.

This. means the local con-
tribution could: cons1st of al-

of Illm01s ‘has. spent

.- Jand* -acquisition and clear-‘
- ance in Champaign, = . ‘
The . city,  consequently,

would not have 1to -put out3

c,alrman of ‘
the- housmg rity “said | the.
authority’s con ng architect.
Thomas Berger, will study the
plans -and - the ' authonty will
make a finall. decision as o
which developer is awarded the ‘
contract.in a week oriwo.

- The . authorlty will - base 1ts
decision - upon*which’ developeri
will “nge the most for  the)
money " which.is: approxlmvately |
318 miffion. i :
The units were or1g1na11y 1 i
.constructed by the a ‘honty ut

“{the contract 1s~fim !
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il
UPGRADES NEIGHEORHOOD. The
Clifford Caldwell homesite, - 1006 N.

Sixth, C, earned a certificate of merit .
in the annual Champaign County De-

elopment Council Foundation Cite Im-
proVement Competition.. Plctures before

and after renovatxon 1llustrate a change
judges said upgraded’ the ‘entire neigh-
borhood. The "owner was' commended

- for preserving the trees surrounding his

‘

home.

a0

e, e

at 409 E. Park, C, a long time nuisance

BLOCK CLUB GETS RESULTS. Clean- pla

up operations take place on the property -

to area residents. Representatives of the'
Park Avenue Block Club have been ,om-"‘ﬂ

for several months .to force a
ean-up in its efforts to beautify and i im- .
e ‘their nelghborhood . .

e

.r\).m

Estimate Hlini

Cost ToBe $ 18.9 ‘ Million

planner Paul F. Szymans‘-ki, a
representative of Candeub,|Bradley. ‘
Fleissig arid Associates, plap- According to present cost

By BOB PERRY
News-Gazette Staff Writer
Champaign’s' second urban

«

railroad tracks and South of

estimates, sale of some of the:*

 Project

{renewal project, the Nlini Proj-
ect, 'would cost an estimated
1$18.95 million, according to a
preliminary survey presented to|’
‘{the Citizens Advisory Committee

ning and community - develop-
ment consulting firm of Newark,
N.J;

:The propect would be located
riorth of 'University Avenue

on Urban Renewal by ' project

R A S

Bv TOM QL()(‘TTM’

Urges One-Project
asis For Renewal

between Wright and the IC

* Kk Kk %

land is the project area would.’,
raise approximately $2 million; ™

Ject .around $16.9 miltion, of
this, 75 per cent would be paxd
by the federal government and
25 per cent by the city.,

Cost Sharmg

cities of less than 50,000 popula-
tion, on the basis. of the latest

ih Araaradant Thacie  TTe  cnid

making the net cost of the pro- :

This division of cost is for X

census. If the project is not ap-.
proved by the Department of-
Housmg and Urban development ..
hefare +ha 1070 e e 88 mo oo o

.

RCG
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By DIANE SPATZ
Daily Ilhm Staff riter

Sixty-six.acres of 1and
A little'less than'two years ago,
those 86 acres-containéd. some of
the. worst housmd in Champalgn,
] accordmg 10" David Gensemer,
Clampaign’s"Urban Renewal Dlrec-
ter. Now that area’ is involved in
Champaign’s. first- Urban Renewal
Project.
There are two main objectives of
the project. According to the plan
submitted to the federal govern-

ment they include both the elim-

ination and prevention of the
spread of existing .deterioration
and blight and provisions for bet-
- ter living conditions within the
project area by the stabilization
and conservation of property val-
ues.

The plan also proposes creation
of more functional land-use rela-
tionships; provision of adequate

recreational areas;lights and open |

spaces; improvement .of fire pro-
. tection and sdimination of fire haz-
ards; and m&evement of . trafﬁc

i the op-

'nts of the prOJect are al-
most’“eentirely black ‘

The prOJect ‘area is bounded by
the Illinois Céntral Railroad tracks
on the west, Beardsley Avenue on
the north, the Champaign City
limits on the east, and Grove and
Vine streets on the south.

Gensemer also stressed that this
program was “a people to people
program.” . He -said the most im-!
portant part of the projeet was!
“the people ahd their feelings.”

Only One Approved
This project is the only phase

of urban renewal approved by the |

- Champaign City Council. Gensemer
said the 66 acres now undergoing
renovation are only-a part of 235
that need improvement. He said he
would like to Dbegin planning for
following urban renewal projects
but cannot until the city council di-
rects him to.

Project I was approved by the
council by only one vote in May

1967 and-is scheduled for comple- |

tion in May 1970. The council will
probably study the results of the
first project before deciding wheth-
er or not to start Project II.

tfﬁe North-{.

tains some of the worst housing in
Champaign, it also contains some
| fairly good housing, Gensemer said.
Level Areas

pletely leveled and rebuilt,
though the developer of the
area  has yet to be chosé

a]-

EMPTY LOTS. PRED
black North End. Proj

_now awouts construchon of repl
(Dai

%

Although the project area con-

The worst areas are being com-

Citizens’ Advisory Committee: on

Urban Renewal has spent several
weeks studying projects different
‘developers have .done in the mid-|
west. The CAC will recommend a
developer to the city council and
the council will have. a final saykon
the decision. - K,
ofwever, many of the structures
rea will.not be destroyed,
said. -If the owners of

.much of Chqmpcugns lurgely
e city’s urban renewal program

has ‘cledred some 66 acres of substandard housing. This dand |

acement housing.
ty llini staff photo by Jim Bcurcl)

The first step in 1
acquiring the land. Th
says that “all structure
not  meet the minim
standards, - propérties™:
designated - for public r :
all properties- including” structu
and/or land, where the size of

| acquired by the cify.”
To date, 163 parcels have been
acquired with only 10 more to be

’ obtavmed“ The city did not acquire

‘parcel is to be changed shall be

i Jand ‘where' the owner br:ought the

structures up to m1n1mum Jbuilding

p@d@ﬁ : standards

of . people’ - whose
hmpes <were razed was seen by

that the relocation has- gone rather
WeH, so far, and that there have
bée only a couple of cases where
fihdffe a new home for the dislo-
cafed*’people was a problem.

He Said families had been 'placed

g parts .of the cify and had
xperrenced few problems  adjust-

also s5id that most of the neighbor-
hoeds feéeiving former North End
remd“’ixt s-had accepted them well.

any to be a major problem in the' -
dgram. Gensemer, however, said’

%ng -to the new neighborhood. He |

‘the . non-casi

Project, .does not

warver

-be

s

University, .
Sprmgf.leld and

Szymansk1 15

T L UL
usually glven if ‘50 per “eer
|the planned ‘project 1§ ‘Wi
one-quarter inile of the ]
University owned bulldm
proposed Project I,  the Titini | T

meeﬁ:]s Te-
{quirement, but Szymamki Te-
;‘commended the city’ seek a
.'The non-cash . credits
would pay for over $3 million of
4the. .costs of the- project; The
Yvaiver ‘must come “from. the
 HUD office in Chicago after per-
1mission -is -granted in Washlng-
ton, D.C. Szymanski . said. -

' The funds for planning would
spent " over an 18—month
period, ‘wher - the next ‘phases |
Tof - the ‘rénewal would be out-
fined in detail. It was estimated
|the ‘actual completion. of the
progect would take. eight to nine
yearsy ‘Szymanski estimated . it
ht take up to two years-for|
HUD to. accept the apphcatlon

‘Wright.

BUESRICHRPE

PDavid’ Gensemer, du'ector of
ban renewal, received a letter
m the University of:Illinois
FScuesting the Project TI avea
e extended below University|.
J|Ave. tp include an area between
Fourth  Street;

‘Gen-

mer. estlmated the. add1t10na1
{land. would, increase ‘the city’s |
|Share by about. $500,000. .

158 id the area south

X Project I area
there are no concentra-

the ared:is a. mltture
i apartments and’: old
(tHat may Y:ausa “HUD
the. proposal “He also
15§41 the. area . is 1ndergoing ‘a
: change to apartment bu11d1ngs LY
] -.area .my be developed
] by prlvate 1nterests
] said . the' c1ty
1d insure the: mamtammg of!
|the threg-fourths- share 'of the
teost.of ‘the project with’ federal
ioney,..if the city wotld: fund
je planning of the pro;]ect He.
somriended. “this - be. studied
r- possible use later He said.
ill -cost’ the ety nothifig' to
 for ‘thé planning ' funds,
i recommended the cxty try
‘rhxs method first.-

A

‘Department of “Urban. Renewal

1$100,000 p

-f’ Illmms imas
close to .the . llh.m

credlfs tobe. counted the proaect
must quahfy a8 & umvers1tyu
area project under sectlon W2of v

the - Hous ing Act of 1968. The“.

within.-gne: quarter» mile of the
umvers1t 1mprovernents elaim-
[ifs. Whﬂe ‘the “site of,
the I]llm project. is' near’ recent. )
umversxy constructlon very lit-
tle of thé area is within the one..
quarter mile limit.

Request Waiver

The -city-could, therefore, apn 2
ply for & waiver' of these- regula- ¥
tions: with its' application for the -
fedéral grant Faﬂure by HUD
to grant the waiver -would .ins
crease the ‘cost of the project to
the city by $3.5 million; making®/
it almost impossible for the mtywm )
to finance, authormes said.
Assummg the: waiver © i3

d, th,e pI‘OJeCt can ‘be

D: Gensemer dlrector of‘

the 28Xy

mcome from th1s

been - earmarked
renewal PR

Szymansk1 ~esth

necessary ito pay ‘the c1ty~s ¥
ot‘ the expense, he said. . -~
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Champaign Mayor Vir-
Marvin ‘Marsh, chair-
mpaign County Housing
pating. The units will be
Lynn.and Washington

NEW HOUSING FOR ELDERLY F or- .
mal groundbreaking ceremonies for 20
units -of housing- for the elderly to” be
put under the county housing authority’s
rent subsidy plan were held Thursday
with. Al Raufeisen, representing General
Structures, the flrm bul]dmg and and

LWV Cites Great Progress In
Housmg, Much To Be Done

N Great progress has been
{n}ad’e during the last few
yéars: to - improve: housing
for low incomé families in
Champalgn and Urbana. The .
program, however, - is still
s piece of unfinished

owning the
gil Wikoff:
man of the
Authority p
at the cor
Streets in

Washington,  Bradley,
Goodwin Streets "and the IC|cardboard or newspapers. ;
tracks and, in their words, “The| - The Social Welfare committee
area. is not beautiful. Streets|presented its findings to churc
are unpaved and 'sidewalks at|and civic groups,

a premium. The mean littlelbrokers. clergymen, city of

through an area bounded by|spark from a coal stove could_g
and|easily ignite insulation made of!l:;

real estatej:

However, many landlords
eScaped compiiance by selling
their properties to tenants ‘“on
contract,” which usually in-
volved high interest charges
over 4 long period of time;
leaving the title of the property
in the hands of the holder, but

tenant-owner. - .

Because a Workable Program
for Community Improvement-(a
requirement for some types of
federal aid) must include a
housing code that applies to both
rental . and  ownersoccupied
dwellings, the -Mayor of Cham-
paign gppointed a committee in
1959, “chaired - by a member of
the Leéague of Women Voters,
to’ draft the required housing
code. In 1961 the eénlarged code
was (passed in’ Champaign and
in 196 Urbana enacted a sunllar

Although League welfare and

‘\housing’ committees have work-
led steadlly through the years

for = the enactment and en-
forcement of housing codes. the
problems of housmg for the poor
have remained intractable.
Some of the factors which have
mitigated against the ability of

Ja city to enforce housing codes

are: the unavailability of stan-
dard low-cost housing, the threat
of eviction if a complaint is

which have confined bldcks to
a restricted area, tax advantage
for owning substandard or
deteriorating ' property
minimum fines imposed on

code violations, and the lack
of rehabilitation funds from len-
ding institutidns or high interest
rates even if such loans are
availabie.

While the extremé housing
shortage during World War II
had affected both black and
white families, the latter had no
difficulty in obtaining govern-
ment insured loans or con-
ventional financing for new con-
struction in a post - war building
'bgom. However, local lending
tititions' did not grant loans
acks if existing racial pat-

" |tersis would be disturbed or if

nes were in deteriorating or
hsition areas.

here were other loan 'con-
ANG . adAM A JREE T A

grants and loans.
responsibility for upkeep on the}

owners of rental properties for !

substantially improved the pro-
gram by correcting some of

the glaring deficiences of the

original law, particularly in the
areas of relocation for displaced
families, neighbborhood
participation, and rehablhtatlon

ganjzed a public meeting which
was attended by some Cham-
paign -city officials. Housing
committee members presented
the results of the urban renewal
studies and- at that time League
members reached consensus for
supporting an urban renewal
program in Northeast' Cham-
paign. Many problems -~ were
raised, not the least..of ‘which
was the role of public housing
in any urban renewal program.
Many League members had
anxieties about supporting such

-2 controversial program which

had produced unfavorable

resplts in many- other cities and|;
\which was opposed by many

Champaign citizens and
organizations.” Despite this, the
League supported and worked
for urban renewal  throughout
the planning and
phases of Champalgns Progect
One,

In July 1965 the housing. com-
mittee  produced -a _ com-

1 - prehensive housing and urban
filed, ' discriminatory practices|————— ‘

-[tagged . those dwellings which)
In March 1958 the League or-| Wer

execution|

wal Study (60 pages long)
‘the:.same year a film
fiadein the renewal area
“families living in the
me, 'kinds of housing con-
itions *that were recorded in
1949 ‘Bausing inspectors had

‘aanfit for human habita-
tlon”'wbut the fillm showed a
number of these =z. occupied,
some b; more than one family. |
Open Housing '

‘League members setved on
the Citizen's - Advisory Com-
mittee for Urban Renewal and
several of its: subcommittees
In their support of : urbax
re~~ al, _they\;:ad.voce_ted
neighborhood. participatiors, open/|
housing ordinances. to insure’

desired. a, nelghborkood réloca-
tion ., office,, scattered SI‘ces for
pubhc housmO and mp;-eased

! mploym'ght op-

at physical
“only’ ¢odld  mot
yraid - o' serious
buman probleids affécting poor
families,s the League "attempted
to mobilize “privatéyand public
social ageng; ,‘to_-w ro vide
coordinated jsocial ‘services to
the renewal area. In 1965, they

disnlacad fam' ies ah optioh tol:
b

Housmg Board funds. Becaise|a

local funding” was. not . made
available to  support the'spro-

gram, the State would not com-}

mit funds for the, phys1ca1 fac111-
ty. This: matter is presently
being -re-explored by the

Leazue’s Human Resources|.

committee.

The League s program in hous-
ing for.the. current year is to
evaluate .the -results of urban
renewal in Champaign. and to
study planning developments for
Project Two. Its latest housing
'report was included in “A Com-
munity Report — Twenty Years
Later” (1968) and the  con-
clusions vere he

proposed the construction of 'a
day-care center

Champazyn acts on renewal envmmment m / g
'

nmual report str
concerns md

! not yet been relocated.

Nn additinnal nrananie

ol

By James Kroemer
Of The Courfer

vironmental problems.
Qtatictine frav tha TTehan Da

using State

“the’ now

sityation can only

hecessary

ities, particularly- in
rental dwellings- owned by in-
véstors i slum m-= -vty; finan-
cing must become available for
the purchase of homes by black
'families. who cannot now qualify
because of lpan conditions; and
the dual housing market must
be eliminated by effectlve en-
forcement of Charfipaign and
Urbana fair housing ordman—
ces.” .

[

i~




T AT sy
- ing the total to 241, with four
A A AL 1L ‘ A

; Sy e PRI Sy structures remaining. < -
A S waal wvvuL WE UeCeSSITY Of enacting Urbana” (revised 1963). trace?
La community awareness would [such a code :and the League . i

these -developments, o s ﬁb’i, BA NA(}U wlﬂﬂ ‘The orfigh;al é'o;ihlzlefion Ic\laa:e‘
ase” their deplorable lousing |organized a ctr‘ikﬁlmittee to study Study of UR S uH ALVLEAL(JN'U e for the firs project. was y
tions. The'.stud eported the-requir‘e’ nts. When, in-July| The League began their stidy e e

¢

; T T Wednesday; April 1, 1970— - ' 15, bUt,_thatAwas ex(tiendeq Iizn?sl
1948; “& five destroyed one of(of urban renewal - when;: thei _ ] T Septemn_er.. .Sticon p?pJG_L"
paper|the shacks In"a few minutes|original Stum. Clearance:Act: of| » . . currently in - the dpr.e umnarlflr
g holes and several children perished, (1949 wag passed  bymuConsress| i A kl .t a o plann}ng stages, .and 1s now ! |
the . grunds,  some ‘paying|the League’s tommittee, in col- and had tied t oret the ) S A "at GK . Washington awaiting appI;:OVaf . |CE " Bamk, for ‘$1.145.000 in

S much as one-third to 1% of {laboration - with city officials, program to - th imunity, . B _ by the U. 8. Departmen 0 , ._t1‘onra1 pa 10095 ,"ts.first"!

| their sincome .in renm tvies|drafted. . ‘an '*.ordinance. A while, at the sa press-| : . ' Housing and urban Develop- project notes to -carry its first)

e minimum - standards housing|ing for the cons the| ' C @\Slﬂ g | ate ment.. ‘ Jurban renewal project : :ﬁ!’r‘-‘v’\lfghf

! ordinz;nce.for_,ngental housing was | public _housing the [ ; Envirenment j'énga-dd{ﬁbﬁalfthree’-months.

d,; water|finally passed by hoth city coun- Champaign Cou i . ; But while Urban Renewal was | SRR £ i involvmg .66

vere .lacking, vermin|cils four years later, Authority on’ lang : @H Ejﬁ W@rk drawing to a close, concern ov- | The - project, VOG- Ave..

“were rampant Mziny: Improved had purchased befs B . ‘er environmental problems was scres bound?‘d:'by Bradley 4 V' ]

niden bitte n amihigr| After passage of the In succeeding . A |just beginning to be manifested nue on the rorth, the Illinois|

. children ‘bitfen at’ night, ordinance, many rental Pro-|committee members combrated Champaign has requested a in official city action. i Central tracks .on' the . west,

hazard "\ ‘was great;|perties were improved and someto study the amended”¥éderal three-month  extension on the - During the final quarter of| Ce!}:r? oy EES th aash and |
ity " in - winter “when alof the worst -$hacks torn down.'housing laws, all' of which Closing date’ for its first urban ! the fi %l ear, Browning’s re- Wright spnggt ;on the.€ g tho |
‘ ST T I e e T T T s s e e D el L ‘ renewal project, although the i(; ISI;:owéy the council passed |roughly Grove Str eetd‘(‘nz -vbg."%
LT N P . . co : _ fate of the urban renewal staff port shows, ; south, still is expected to bep
: : ‘ . - ‘ : : a resolution declaring the Week Soutt by-May" 15. as' sched: |
‘ SRR remains uncertain -past May 1, of April 1926 Environmental ,(;_ompleted by--May o As: Sehel |
v N David Gensemer, urban re- - |Crisis Week. , uled.’ -~ IR L
I ‘ e -~ mewal director, said the exten.  The council also passed an | But ?r_e'g‘iopal;I‘_‘i)f_flglvalsréggfi %}et
A"fvﬂ,3, 1970 o : Ch ey : i -sion primarily wonld aceommo- inanice establishing the De- | Department of Housing S|
_&1:. ° CHAMP A.IGN URBA‘N A 'COURIER (date federal auditors.in prepar- ; graczl'tment of Enviromiental De- baf: Developmient had-asked for |
‘ ! o ‘ : ing a final audit to determiz;“e _ velopment. Headed by James the- delay so “that ghey € 1

: ; actual project costs before the - ' L. Williams, the former reloca- | tomplete theirtag #
ft project can be closed out, - s

“{tion officer for Urban Renewal, The ‘nétes will b aid once ¢
, Most renewal work still is ex. !the new department will be the the. city 1e” reinh by the
‘ pected to be completed by the official city department deal- £

official  close-out date of May

federal - . ‘gové&Thment? for its
15, although actual rebuilding

ing with pollution and other en- | share of the pr

paign’s first wrban r enewall

viornmental problems. e ; ‘b.é-‘
\ : I ‘ i ern “The 433, perge ,
area: 508 and 602 E. Eureka may not be done untll' a year Further expression oi con: el low 'the '5:5 1pe ] resti
:ISt:; 403 and 503 E. Be ar&sley or so later. , . about the environmen appea that. the . city ¥ Bay . on
T th St ‘Work on a 116-unit apartment in the report under the engineer-| | 61370000 worth *'of *stich. notes
. 908 N. 4th St and 110 : : . ‘ wh 1$1,370,000. worth *'of *stic :
6th St : : complex in the est cor- Ing department report, where sold ‘last August to the North-
Lo ner of the projéct arew atiBrag. several incidents of pollution are psold.:last: o of Chitoado |
e other-sités are 512 and 1 X ae r°,¢3d P Rl .éa : pointed out. -ern TrustCo. of Chicago. A
E:, Columbia; “a11 and 607] oy SLvenue: and: e iils Cen. " |Nbtices sent " The Pittsburgh, National -bid
e St;; 109 W. Vine St.:| fral tracks"niay Begin by May " Notic ct pollution of was the lowest of five opened
1409’ W. Beéardsley: 108 and 11p/- 1, Gensemer said.  Notices to corre p“’t‘é & as . th e
W ’ ; ) ¢ ‘ ar-} 1
ncil that. compr | Boper St., and 206 and 208 Ells! - Bepresentatives of the Feder- ‘ai,fﬁiﬁiswe;:hii%,so Enco
e Ave, al Housing Administration have }S ervice Station Self - Service
re very pleased with Elder| tect agreed to skip preliminary fi. Medea Houses and|
- Y projec ) ] >~ . : ) Laundry, lea Houses,
added.. ‘tederall . Another hitch has arisen in vancing for the project and go Mr. Quick Drive-In in the last
s’ another fgderal plans for a housing for the el directly to permanent financing, uarter the report says. At the o Firet Bog.
that would. permit ten- derly in Urbana because of g he added. gime the report was written, i Corp, BT the Mellon- Na- |
offSuch units to own them, disagreement between the local This, plus a Small business : only Garber’s Cleaners had . t?l?jg‘?r]la?;n;nan d feTr st Cows |
we: don't th  he a'l‘-dth. 9| authority and  the regional - of- area on North 4th Street, would made all the carrections requir- "‘ hiﬁ? per cent by the  Chase|
tans‘on this yet, e sald. BI fice on exactly how many units be among the last major rede- ‘ed by the city. ' ‘%/.["hhgttaﬁ Bank; 4.48 per cent|
: | Darryl: Murphy, also of CBLp2d been reserved for Urbana velopments, : | Other pollation problems re- e thern Trust Co. and
. Is" completed; ‘Bu ed the sites for the single- when the project was given City ma Warre Brgws ported in the final gquarter in. by ﬁhg Northern "Trust Co. and
‘executive director of the[family homes, Six are in Cham: preliminary  approval - 1 . <IY manager Warren 1 rowxn- | bo reak 1 ita .
e S - — pproval * severa ing recently announced he would cluded a break in a sanitary
yearsago. o Uy incorporate the urban renewal sewer line, repaired by city
The city originally requested department and the buildings . forces, ‘and a notice to the Uni-
100 ‘but later added 60" more. inspections department in a new - vesity of Illinois that sanitary
The - regional:-office -‘approved department  of - environmenta] sewage fromgthe ice rink was
this addifion ‘verbally, M ar s h Control under the new. budget, entering the “sform, sewer sys-
said, but not in writing, ' which goes into effect May 1. tem. )
He and other members of the But he has not said which , , Despite council action; Sep-
housing board said they weowd current employes would be re. tember ' raising parkihg - fines
seek a meeting with aides to ‘ : ‘

tained under the new arrange-
‘ent or named a director. .
The urban renewa] depart.
ment, meanwhile, hag advertis.
‘ed for bids of $1,145,000 in Droje
ect notes to finance its opera-
tions through the audit period. . ;
. These notes will be repaid
Jonce the fede"ral‘governmér\lt for-
‘wards its share of urban renew.
-al.costs.
= The bids_are. scheduled to be
sOpened at.l, p.m, April 14. Last
LATgust™ Hhe city -sold: $1,370.000
. : the t '

Cong. William Springer -to ask
lhis help: in winning approval
for this project. R

“At the pace we’re. going,»L’I1
|be eligiblée to Jlive there by the
itime ‘'we get! the thing . up,”
[ Marsh quipped. o

~ In a related matter; the bhoard
approved arequest ‘from’ Ur-
bana for an additional 300 writs
- tof public hoysipg' that
160 per -cent. £ wwhi

from 50 cents to $1, more park-
ing tickets were written in 1969-
70 fiscal year than in the year
‘before, 145,794 to 141,556, - . |
. The total tickets settled, how-
‘ever, dropped from 135,134 in
'68-69 to 126,519 last year. .

1V en prelifhinies
Finney said he hope:
his- . application  com o
Jiine EESE




‘By Darlene Napady
. Of The Courier
An urban renewal program
with a total price tag of more

- than $20 million was unveiled

Tuesday, almost a year after
the Champaign City Council
asked the -Citizens Advisory
Committee on Urban Renew-
al to study whether the city
could continue renewal work
in its rapidly deteriorating
Northeast neighborhood.

. The tentative budget, in-

cluded in a proposed applica-
tion for $640,000 in federal
funds to begin planning the
work, was outlined before the
CAC at noon and before the
ouncil that night.

apphcatlon is sub-

st four years for
newal work to begin

mw N

ediately to fed- .
ds, it still would

unveils ;;;

" and an add1t10na1 five years
for it to be cormpleted, esti-
mated Paul Szymanski - of
. Candeub-Fleissig and Assoc. .

- The firm had been hired
by the city several months
ago .to draw up the applica- -
tion after the CAC had rec-
ommended that renewal ac-
tivities be undertaken -in the
area just south of the first
project and bounded by the

goverament. qtreet Sprmgﬁeld Avenue and
But if at that point the ercht Street, would add $2 mil-

city decides not to, go anfr o {a

further it does not” ﬁave§
" pay back the planmng gr ' :

Szymanski'stressed. - ThooarRadits

“The city’s only financial strengthen -the eftys ~ease in

" obligation now is the ahfmg for specxal Cr%ltS,

to mail the apphcat e Rich”

the Department of Housmg

and Urban Development of- Thls 1snot. t‘
* fice in Chicago,” he told the told the council. =
Illinois Central tracks on the = council. Even with this addition
west, University Avenue on The proposed budget would one half of the propesed pro;ect
the soitth, and Wright Street ‘have to be revised if the cify area still would not be within
onthe east. decides to honor a request from a quarter mile of the nearest

If, after spending the $640,- the University of Tilinoig,, that principal building on the U. of
000 for intense planning ac- 12 blocks south . of - Uniyersi campus,- a federal require-
tivities over what is now en- Avenue be added to the project. ment for’suich credits, he .said.
visioned as an 18-month pe- The request was not -imade Szymanski recommended that
riod, the city decides to go in time to be included in the the city seek exemption from
ahead with the preject, this proposed application. Urban re- this requirement by asking HUD
figure will be absorbed :in newal director David Gensemer to extend this distance to nine-
total project cost to be shar- estimated that the area, bound- sixteenths of a mile. .
ed-by the city and federal ed by University Avenue, 4th The $20 million - figure for

the area north of University
Avenue may be high enough
that enough federal funds
will be set aside to assure
completion of the project.

.Of this total, $14,500,000
would come from federal
funds, $4,20. 2% from local
expenditures, and $2 million
from resale of land and
buildings renovated as part
of the-project. ‘

. The federal figure includes
$1,500,000 for relocation pay-
ment to persons displaced by
renewal work and $300,000
for: grants to repair existing
homes. The federal govern-
ment pays 100 per.cent: of
such expenditures.

The remaining $12, 700 000
represents the federal gov-
ernment’s ‘three - quarter
share of project costs.

The application was drawn

CHAMPAIGN-URBANA COURIER

it s p0551 e that by ‘the

tlme it is/approved by HU’D

Champaig
- qualify-for

ay no long
fch a d1V1swn

Once the Tesults of the 1970‘“ ‘
become - available,}
., probably sometime in 1971,

census

Champaign’s population offi-
.cially will exceed 50,000, the
point where federal law re-
quires a city to pay one-third
.instead of one-fourth of the
costs.

- Sihee . HUD approval
of such: applications general-
ly ‘take at least two years,
Szymanski said,- Champaign

may have to cut down the

size of the project.

Of 'the -projected $4,200,000
local share, only  slightly.
more than $700,000 Would‘ be
in cash.

The remainder would be

EAd

R
pY

yarlous forms of creouts, pri-

marily $3,150,000 in recent

land - purchases by the U. of

I

Champaightialso “can take
credit iforf impFovements  In
the area by e'\_éity or other
govermng: bedies 3

*Thesé total $240,000 and in-
clude projected street lights
along North-4th -Street, two
smalF parks, included in the
first renewal-plan and parts
of the ex ansion of Douglass
Park undertiken as part 'of
the first project and the fire
headquarters completed in
1966.

Champaign also is. asking
$100,000 in credit for addi-
tional units of public housing
to be built on scattered sites
in the second project area.

To come up with its $700,-

000 actual cash contribution
the city will have to -con-
tinue its present level of ex~
penditure on urban renewal.:
Currently this departmient
receives about $100,000

a year from the city’s utility -

tax.
Szymanski estimated that

the city can afford the'proj-

. ect north of University Ave-

.more than $700, 000

nue since it will take about
two years to get HUD ap-
proval, another. 18 months for

planning, . and five years for .

execution.

Utility tax payments over

this period, if maintained at
the present level, would yleld

-The council.did not ‘d1scuss

the matter at all at the.study

session. Butit: istiexpeéted
to be on its agenda af its
meeting next Tuesdayi* v

&y
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©. just: south’
of Bradley Aven- 8, betwéen ‘the
Illinois Centra 1 tracks™ and
Wright Street also: will accom-

- modate more than two dozen

dividual families.

N

cal developers will account for'

more than 20, which will be
made avallable to low- and mod-
erate-income families through' a
special federal subsidy pro-
gram.

Of the three, Community

‘Homes of Champaign will be .

muments that will allow homes

-+ built on the lots to be financed

through the subsidy program.

* .But. they also will be avail- = -

able under conventional finane-
ing to families with incomes

tqo - high to. qualify for such

a551stance

The assistance progralm is de-
“signed to help families with ad-
justed incomes below $7,000 buy

* their own homes, but-Ygrger

families with higher incomes
-also would qualify. .
Under: the program, FHA

. would guarantee the mortgage

-and pay- part of the inferest,
dependmg on family size and
income.

oy pvasva QLY

$80 to $100 on a 30-year mort-
gage.
Raise mexnmum

Within ‘the past week, FHA
also: has ‘announced that the
maximum value of houses avail-
able has been raised to $18,200
for families'.of two, three, and
four, and "$21,000 for families
- of f1ve or more.

Community: Homes customers -

-will have ‘séveral models to
choose from, including one
available in two, three, and four-
bedroom models..

“We have been using the fed-
eral program ‘in Champaign-Ur-
bana for ‘about a year,” said

Scott Weller, president of - the

w we mounoay Park and Ridge-
wood subdivisions in Champaign
and the Dr. Ellis and Scotfs-
wood subdivisions in Urbana »

-he added.

“We also have recelved allo-
cation from FHA for about 200
or more such homes,” he added.

‘Commiited

Of the 16 lots in the urban
renewal area, several already
are committed to buyers whose
loan applications have been ap-
proved. Other applications are
being processed, and some are
still available, Weller said.

The. houses themselves are
prefabricated models produced
by National Homes of Lafay-
ette, Ind

smgle-famﬂy homes it w111vbu11d\

in the urban renewal area.
The CBI models will be built
out of cube-like modules con-

structed in the company’s plant

on East University Avenue in
Urbana, trucked to the site, and
then set in place on foundations
over acrawl space.

“We also hope to be able to
include some additives, such as
carpeting, built-in range, or car-

- ports,” said Jack E. Daugherty,

CBI vice-president.
Appearance
Although the homes will be
constructed out of pre - built
modules, they will have every
appearance of conventionally
built homes, he stressed.

tional Association of Home
Builders and Small Homes
Council, to help with exterior
design and. color coordination,”
Daugherty added.

This will be the first venture
by CBI into this type of housing.

Besides the urban renewal lots, .
"CBI has recieved 235 commit-

ments for two scattered lofs in
Urbana.

“We are striving for a variety

of exterior designs and mate-

rials to avoid the standard sub-

division look,” said Noerm Pat-
ton, manager for CBI's single

‘family residence project.

“We hope to be able to useé
different overhangs, doors, win-

dows a.ud what not so that no

:single’ fa:
~ban renewal area, the Thomp-

developer to build
ly homes ‘in the' ur-

" The’
faf

er Co. of Champaign,

e ¢nly three lots.
But heee are to be. four- '
bedroomn - homes; * expected .to

cost about $16,000: - .
The firm still is- workmg on
sketches of its models said Rob-

selectad off1c1ally

All "three will be convi tlon-
ally built, although some panels
and trusses will be. pre’- con-

structed at the company’s

yards, said Clarence Thompson,

president; of the f]rm.

LR e L

. By TOM SLOCUM
N éws Gazette Staff erter

hally Jncrease Champalgn s
|share of the cost of the proposed:

ment approves  the

becomeofficial.

Champalgns current ¢ off1c1al
R ‘under

| category
ohe-fourth o

:of all ‘costs: -

" Official flgures from
Bureau ‘of the Census: are ex

1$20-tillion Project I of urban Sy
renewal ‘unléss .the Department |

of’ Housmg and Urban- Develop- T
project | i =
before ‘the populatlon flgures i;

50 ,060 5

1970 ¢ensus will push Charnpalgn e
officially over ‘the 50,000 - mark [ e
and: place the'eity'in a category
requiring payment of - one-thlrd

the .‘{k‘

. But to be ehglble for these

Census results could substan- G

HE
'S s requested
ta -ni

ve the extensmn
census .  figures’
the'. non-cash,
enough to

‘thls problem,

Champaign’s

Census l ncrease C ost
Jfean _-_.-en ewal Project

federal funds to plan Projeot

approved before the city can

S| ‘receive a contract for the -

. planning funds

‘exert pressure on legislators and;

it is not. approved before the
census results, they are afraid
the c1ty will abandon plans. for!
the: prOJect Thej

Hceds & second- project to help
the .. hoiising’ shortages
tgeneral -living' conditions m

northeast
neighborhoods.

The council was urged to con-

peécted to be dlstnbuted in the
fall.:

Champalgn -Urban Renewal
Director David 'Gensemer said
the dJ.fference in the city’s share
feould “armount “to $1.5  million, |
This would raise the city’s. total
costs to about $5.7 million.
~. Under the current pay-
. ment break- down, the city’s .
" share " would be about: $4:3
: _milhon Utility - taxes would |
c.pay. . for - -an.  estimated .
. $700,000 of thls Whﬂe various
{''non-cash. credxts will make
,up the. diff ence. .

: Non-cash cl

Tion - would. come from Jand
‘d by the’ Un1verslty of Tilinois.

~{tact local congressmen and have

them keep in touch with HUD
officials concerning the progress
of the request

'to a second project. The council
can review the situation before
‘approvmg a planmng contract
jwith. HUD ‘and again after the
{planning period is over. Plan-
ning - costs will not" be charged
1o the city if- the project is
the council.

160" &cres of

ty. Avenue on the south,’

itral ‘tracks on the west  and|

II. Under HUD provision, .
the entire project must be .

- Members of the Concerned
- | Citizens. Committee have urged:
the Champaign City Council ‘to!

- The apphcatmn for plannmg‘
funds ‘does not commit the. city |

.1 :on' the north, the Illinois Cen-|

3 admlmstrators in Washington, tol
speed up HUD’s consrderatron‘
of ‘the extension requests. If

said the city [

4l
J

‘Wright Street on the east.

leased Thursday put the city’s
~ of the tab.

_been told when they are to. take

~them,” explained Dave Dwmell

.$640,000 to plan a second project

- 1970 census may not mcrease
aign’s urban renewal oosts

Cha

lﬁarlem’a hady
sOFThe Courier
pparently may
gtill have ‘some hope .0of keeping
its share of the cost of a second
an renewal project to one-

fourth instead of one third of
the pro;ected $17 miillion net
costs.

Prellmmary census figures re-

population at 55,976, above the
B0,000 mark where c1t1es gener-
ally are required to pick up
one third instead of one fourth

But officials in the Chicago
fegional office of the Depart-
‘ment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment say they have not

.official recognition of this: fact.

“We have had no word from
Washingfon on any cutoff date|
for use of the 1960 figures, so
until they do. we will follow

a’Tield representative

" Regional ‘ofticials are process-
lng Champaign’s application for

in the 160 acres ]ust south of
the first project. It is bounded
by the Tinois Central tracks
on the west, University Avenue
on the south and Wright Street
on the east.

Until told otherwise, the re-
g10na1 office will consider Cham-
paign eligible for a lower share
of costs, Dwmell sa1d

September_

will be han | case-by-

case basis. ’
Under:: d’ budget

for the second@project the city
would pay aboit $4.2 ‘million,
most of which would consist of
non-cash contributions spent on
Various improvements, includ-
ing land acquisitions by the Uni-
versity .of Illinois m recent
years,

‘The city’s cash- contnbutmn
is estimated at slightly more
than $700,000.

This  is approxunately what
the three-quarters per: cent utili-
ty tax allocated .to urban re-

{ share. S
¥ forced to go to th n d
basis the city can _the

seven-year pemod 18 months to
two yeras for planning and
about five years for execution.
If the .city were forced to
pay one-third insiead of one-
fourth of the costs it would have
to come up with an additional
$1.5 million in cash.

With the current utility
yield of approximately §
annually, it would take,
tional 15 years to raise

area of the project or?
don it altogether on t %unds
that it cannot afford it.

' Another possible hangup in fi-
nancing a second project in
Champaign lies in convincing
HUD that the city should be
exempted from a requirement
saying that at least one-half the
project area must be within a
quarier of a mile of a campus
building to qualify for univ'ersity
credits.

for a second project, about $3.1)
million would consist of univer-

newal would bring in over a

i+ gional:office.

’s|this would be completed and|
- [forwarded to Washington for fi-;

Of .the $4.2 million mty share g

acqu151tmns in recent years.

The city has asked HUD to
extend this limit of nine-six-
teenths of a mile inits case. ©
But- Washington officials ap-
parently camnnot be asked to.
make such an exception without |
‘the full application, still being
processed by the Chicago re-

Theré was no prediction when

nal action.

Champaign Mayor Virgil Wi
koff said Friday he did not get
a chance to discuss the urhan
renewal application with -Cong,
William Springer during a re-
cent trip to Washington but in-
dicated it may come up during
another trip fo the cap1ta1 1n‘
mid-July. .

The city is wrapping up its!
first urban renewal project con-
sis f 66 acres in the north- ‘
east er of the city.
mpletion date has been
‘ext nded past the May 15 dead-'
W’ to accommodate a few fi-
nal actions and a flnal federal.

sity credits from U. of I-land

audlt




s stagnant pools-of water are

fSuhday, March 8, 1970' )

nditions :in

¥ far ‘paper “shacks and. ents
- covering holes. in the groutid;
- 'some paying as much as 1-3
to 14-of their income in rent.
Privies:. were erected only a-
few feet from dwellings, cre-
-ating -a serious health haz-
-ard; water: facilities: ‘were
.»lackmg, vermin and infesta-
" tion were ;rampant and -chil-

dren. b1tten at night. Fire haz-
: ard Was: great, especially in
<W1nter when a, ‘spark from

1mprOVe housmg for
& families in Cham-

gram, however, is still a piece .

-of: unfrmshed business. This is
- lug in_part to' citizen apathy .
.and in part to the: d1ff1cu1ty in -
coordmatmg program require- "
ments-of the various-levelsof-
government.: - " Joeal; state
and ‘national — mvolved in
nnplementmg such programs.
he efforts of the community
'solve. housing problems and
the contribution of the League
of ‘Women Voters to this ef-
“fort -during.the past 20 years
re described in the- following
ousing Report by a League :
ember

nite insulation made of card-
board of newspapers.
_ Presents findings
~ The Social . Welfare com-
"~ mittee: presented its findings
. ‘to. charch ‘and civie groups,
“-real estate. brokers, : clergy-
men, city officials and in-
 spectors. Newspapers- carried
the story and radio stations

: By Ruth Almy

Tor The Courier

Tn: March, 1949, the Social
elfare -Comm1ttee -of the’
ague ' of Women Voters re-
ased 'a report on * housing
ncltlons of ‘low - income
' 11es\ m Champa1gn and'

Champaign and. Urbana thus
learned about its slums and
- were shocked. Neither city
had 2 minimum housing
, code. People began to talk
then about the necessity of
enacting such' a code  and

rs *had trudged through an
| botinded by. Washmgton mittee to study the requi
di =

ments When in

=" little shacks: ‘are .-strang
* - baphazard and. ugly, the’
- yards teeming with litter,-

city councils four" years”.later

After passage of the ordi-
narice, many rental propert1es

underfoot, the privies door-
- less, send out - their stench,
“and everywhere the mud 11es

that a community awareness . -their. pi
 would ease their deplorable *.
- housing, condifions. The study
 reported /families . living in.

involved: h1gh " interest
charges over a long period

a coal stove could easily ig-.

played the taped interviews.

" the League organized a com-,
t

'stas ’

Mrs Almy

of time, leavmg the title of
-the property in the hands
of the holder, but responsibil-

ity for upkeep on the tenant- -

. owner.
,Because a Workable Pro-

, gram for Community Im-
provement  (a requirement’
gﬁﬁ’or’ some types of federal

esard) must include a housing
“gode ~ that  applies to
both rental and owner-occu-
ied dwelhngs, the May-

he: .~requrred ‘hor
1961 thei‘enlarged code
passed in Cham-
pa1gn and in 1965 Urbana
enacted a similar ordmance

Problems remain
Although League welfare

.'iworkeg steadily through the
ears for the enactment and

forcement . of  housing

11§¥.x. codes, the problems of hous-

ing for the poor have re-
mained intractable. Somie of

‘and housing committees have

the factors which have: miti-

- gated against the ability of
~a city to enforce housing

codes are: the unavailability
of standard:low - cost hous-
ing, the threat of eviction
if a complalnt is filed, dis-
criminatory practices which

have confined blacks to a.
restricted area, tax advan-

tage for owning Substandard "

or detericrating property,
minimum  fines imposed on
owners of rental properties

~.for' code violations, and - the
lack of - rehabilitation funds-

from lending institutions or

high interest rates even if

such loans are available.

While the extreme housrng
shortage during World War

constructlon of the pu b 1 ic

" which was atte

- newal . area ‘showin‘g families
housmg* mts by the Cham: -
housing . conditions that were

h spectors had tagged these
ears; . ;dvive]lmgs which were “unfit
e ot it

~ mittee for Urban Renewal
and’ several of its subcom-
mittees. In their support of

neighborh'ood" P
ation, open housing i
nances to - insiire “displac-

- - sired, a neighborhood reloca-
Champaign. 1,
Housing commrtt
presented the res
urban. renewal studi

. public housing, and increased
tation vand © employment
1 )/ tl.mlties. b

-living in the same kinds of

recorded in 1949. Housing in- .

urban renewal, they. advocat—
: hood participation . 'and re- ed
']

" ed families an option fo leave:‘:

_ the neighborhood if they de-- _commlttee

_tion office, scattered sites for =~

Recognizing that physical
rehabilitation only could not
solve the myriad of serious
human problems
poor families, the League at-
tempted to mobilize private
and public social agencies to
provide coordinated social
services to the renewal are

funding was not made avail-
able to support the program,

the State would not' commit

s. for. ‘the physmal Facil <

xplo
§ ‘Human®

b

T8ague

- The League's program in

“housing for the cuirent year

is: to:evaluate the" results of .
urban renewal jn Champaign
and to study planning devel-

affecting

Board funds. “Because local’

opments for Project Two.v
Its latest housmg report was -
included in “A Community’

Report — Twenty Year§s La--

ter” . (1968) and the. conclu- ;
f“the» now

sions were
acute housmg

N R
of loat
and He dual’ houdin

must ‘be’: eliminated * by” efe
fective enforcement of Chan
‘paign and Urbana fair hous-
ing ordmances »

: nfarcement is necess .
sary’ %ﬁboth cities, particu-

larly in rental dwelhngs OWh= ..
ed by investors in ‘slum prop- ;

at ‘that time League: mem-I

" bers  reached - consensus  for|
. supportmg an urban renéwal

. program in Northeast Gham-

Il had affected. 'both black °

_and white ‘families,: ithe lat-

ter had no dlfflculty in ob-
taining government insured
loans or conventional fmanc-

_ing for new construct1on in

a post - war ’building -boom.
However, local lendmg"-'
tutions did not grant,
to blacks if existing r

patterns would be drstur’bed ;
or if homes were in determr-f'

ating or traunsition areas.
There . were . other
condltlons in addition, which
prevented blacks from ob-
taining home loans, some
of which cperate today. Two
League reports. published in
1961, “Report on Civil Rights
in Champaign - Urbana” and
“The Relationship of Segre-
gation and Financing . Prac-
tices to Minority Housing

sti- -
. “many other cities a‘nd’
. was opposed by many-C
_paign. citizens and ion
- tions,
'League supported ‘an

G

loan - >
: throughout the pla

-execution . phases
© paign’s Project One,

Problems in Champaign-Ur- .

bana” (revised 1963) trace.

these developments.

The League began 't..#", ‘
study of urban renewg

the original Slum Clearance:‘
Act of 1949 was passed byx*
Congress and had tried 'to’ }
the: -

interpret the program

community, while, at" ‘the

same time, pressing for the '

" paign.- Many problems. were
-raised; not the least of‘which.

. gram. Many League’aem-
bers had anxieties about SUp- |
" porting such a controversi

" ban renewal study.

was the role of public: ‘housing
in any urban renewal’ pro-

program which had prod

tinfavorable - results. The Champalgn 4

Despitée  thi

ed ‘for:. ‘urban -

In July, 1965, th
committee produce
prehensive housing. -

long) and in the gam
a film was mad:", !

motor fue
receive from the state

U.S. won’t accept

city’s time Limit =~
. The federal government ap—l
parently is unwilling to comrmt[
|itself to help build 1,000 new|
units of public housmg in. Cham-
/| paign within a 10-year period.
Marvm Marsh chairman of

P

Board of Supervxsors"ggiote v
Tuesday to 30111 with:: the’

evenly, using
ax money they

T e L

i




98 units i in Champaign renewal area

By Darlene Napady
» OfThe Courler

Construction - -on &

. ||paign’s first urban  renewal
|area is expected to begin by
mid-August.

Urban Renewal Director Da-
|vid Gensemer, meanwhile, an-
nounced he would seek authority
fo advertise for bids .on a small,
commercially zoned area, the
| only ‘unsold parcel in the pro;-
‘ect.” '

\ Federal Housing Administra-
tion (FHA) backing for a $1.9
million mortgage for the hous-
ing project, known as Bradley
Apartments, was announced two
weeks ago.

"The apartments W1ll be bullt
under a federal program that
subsidizes the interest, permit-
ting lower rents than othermse
possible. 5
FHA also- Wlll provu:le an an-
nual subsidy, for some residents
|to cover the dlfference between
lone-fourth of the family’s in-

apartment complex in Cham-

come and the established rent..
'24 one-bedroom, 24

: v'wo-'bedroom 34 three-bedroom,

and 16 four bedroom ‘units w111
rent for $108.76 to $169.18 a
month .

Townhouses

The project, which Wl]l oc-
cupy slightly more than five
acres in the northwest corner
of the urban renewal area, will

include two apartment buildings|dla :
 Lippman Associates.

containing a total of 54 units;

with the other 44 units in clus-t

ters of townhouses.

The Bradley Apartments: wﬂlyicérned Citizens —

{Nonprofit Housing Corp., the

be directly west of North Mt.
Olive Manor, a 72-unit project
completed last June and ‘the;.
other maJor privately owned
project in the area.

The Champaign County: Hous-
ing Authority is scheduled to
build 56 attitional units to the
south and several others on scat-
fered sites ih the area, along
with 48 on another site on North
Harris Avenue and  several

others .on individual lots else-

CHAMPAIGN-URBANA COURIER» .

‘where in the c1ty.

But at last report a request
to add about $300,000 to the
budget for the project, now put
at $2.4 million, was still making
its way through the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban
Development.

The Bradley Apartments will
be built by the Oxford Construc-

tion .Co., an affiliate of the In-

dianapolis development firm of

Nonprofit sponsor . -
. It will -be owned by. the Con-
Interfaith

sponsor of the project. ;
If all goes well, final transfer

of property will take place .Aug.

10 im Springfield, where the ur-
ban renewal department will
recelve a check’ for $68 650 for
the land.

Groundbreakmg tentatWely
has been scheduled for the next
day.

Once under way, constuction

is scheduled to take 18 months,

July 16, 1970

‘commerc1al area, bec

although -
be completed sooner. it

In other urban renewa mat-
ters, Gensemer said. he
have to ask for bidsgion the
no one
has been w1llmg t0 pdy the $45,-
000 HUD says“the city - must
ask for the land.
Must call bids

“We would ask for a minimdm
bid of $45,000 because we must
determine if* there is  anyone
anywhere who- would be willing
to pay this amount before we
can negotiate for a lower price,”

he explained.

The city council probably will
be asked to authorize such bids
at_lts‘Aug. 4 meeting, he added.

probably vy1ll -

nstruction to begin soon on apartment complex

To date, only the local chapter
of Progress Assgciation for Eco-
nomic Development (PAED)
has shown any serlous interest
in the land.

PAED, a natmnal orgamzatmn
that seeks to éncourage minori-
ty group business ventures, has
offered $25,000 and at last report
had appealed to HUD’s Chicago
regional office; who had ruled
that the city cannot accept less
than $45,000 without first seeking
bids.

If the city does find someone
willing to pay.$45,000 for the
parcel, slightly larger than an
acre, it will have received a
total of $366,266 from land sales

Even if it eventually acceptsj
a $25,000« offer, its land sale
total will be only $4,000 less
than the $350,800 estimated in
1965 Gensemer said.

"Federal auditors are expected|
to begin their final inspection
of the project’s books in mid-
August and should finish in
about three weeks. :

So the project itself should
be phased out by mid-Septem-
ber, although redevelopment by
other agencies would continue
past this date, he adde .3

When fmsxhed the drea should
have a total: assessed valuation
of about three. times its 1965
tax value of $819 610, Gensemer

in the area.

said.

The Champargn city couneil
Tuesday -exténded its thanks to
Dav1d Gensemer, who is leavmg

thought everyone on the council

iwas .against you, and many

times this was probably true,”
\Mayor Virgil Wlkoff told Gense-
mer.,

of the few prOJects in the nation
apparently ~to be completed

owntown Urbana renewal
lans should be expanded to
ude other ‘blighted areas.
a -federal government ur-

‘ban  renewal program, the
‘Urhana

‘Human - Relations
‘© mrmssron said Wednesday.
a related development,
¢ Urbana’City Council was
meet mformally at noon
today ‘with a represéntative
~of ‘the U.S. Department of
I:Housing and Urban Develop- :
“mefit ‘to learn about various
"-federal urban renewal pro;

program, although there has’
been discussion of such a
program by some city offi-
.cials.

mendation came at the
group’s joint meeting with
the Champaign HRC.

. urge
business development with
renewal of deteriorating resi-
dential sections after John
Lee Johnson of the Communi-
ty Advocacy Depot (CAD)

ratmg areas in Urbana

The Urbana HRC recom-

The Urbana HRC voted to
combining downtown

west, Un1vers1ty ‘Avenue on
the south, U.S. 45 on the
east, and Bradley Avenue—
Country Club Road on the
nerth.

Other areas

But it .also .included the

. Barr Addition on East Uni-
versity Avenue, the Weber
Addition on East Main Street,
and the Carroll Addition just
outside the city limits.
© “If .the Broadway project

. goes first, ‘the city will be
saying- that business is ‘more

not oppose the recommenda-
tions in the presentation, -
Timothy Johnson said the 75
. new stores envisioned for the
downtown ~area would pro-
vide greater employment op-
portunities for blacks.. :

ceipts, meanwhile, would re-
sult in- lower property tax
rates for all residents of the
city, including b l acks, he
clained.

Discounts argumets

Increased sales tax re-

John T.ea JInhnann dicenimt.

| within‘its budget,” he added. -

Champaign’s . first ~ renewal
project, currently being closed
out, has been cited as one of
the most successful in the Mid-
west.

members of both human re-
lations groups, including spe-
cific’ recommendations from = to
the CAD.
But he refused to make
them available to the. press,
saying they were not for re-
lease. ‘
. At the same joint meeting;
‘members - of the Champaign’
commission  voted fo ask a
meeting with the Champaign
city council to discuss efforts '
to press: for HUD. approval:
of planning funds for a‘ sec.

In other renewal matters at

Renewal ]Ob well-done .. ol

“Council thanks Gensemr*

] acre commerc1ally ,

“Many " times you probably |50

“But we do want to. thank | f
‘|you.-for a job well-done, one

’CH;AMPAIGN-:URBA!?NA col

nsion of downtown renews

" courage business own rshlp; hy

council city. manage
Browning reported ¢
had rece1ved no bids:

ing and Urban !
(HUD) has said th
ask at least $45,000 £

organization - that- s”

minority group members ]

PAED has proposed a small
shoppmg area for the site. - v
waing said the city’ sv‘n‘ y

Bro
step will be to try to neg
with HUD to allow: the

‘Tuesdays meetmg of the city

begin
planning - of
areas.”

road

- enitth .

accept a lower price.

the Champalgn HRC “ithe
group alse urged the city

“environmental ’
other bllghted

The CAD presentatlon had
outlined two such areas, west
of the Ilinois' Central Rail-

~ 'The first was bounded by
the tracks on the ‘east, Belle-
fontaine ‘Street on the north,
State Street on the west, and
‘Columbia A. venu ¢ on the

Pressure on HUD {Law 942/ A2 /97

champaign officials appar-
ently have decided to try to
pry the city’s application for.
a second urban renewal proj-

"~ ect out of the hands of re-
.gional renewal officials.

In a letter dated ‘Monday
city manager Warren Brown.
ing asked for an investiga-
tion of the delay in process-
ing the application, submit.
. ted last December.

Specifically, the applica-
tion asks for $600,000 to plan
a second project in the area
just south of the first and
bounded by the Ilinois Cen-
tral tracks on the west, Uni-
versity Avenue on the south,
and Wright Street on the
east.

Total cost for the project,
which would take an estimat-

ed seven years to plan and’

execute, has been put at $20
million.

Browning’s letter ' is the
first known effort by the city

to bring pressure for approve.

al for the project from the

U.S. Department of Housing .

and Urban Development.

With federal renewal fundsg .

in short supply it' was ex«
pected to take concerted po-
Iitical pressure to shepherd
the applieation through HUD.
In his letter to Thomas S.
Kilbride, assistant regional
administrator for renewal as-
sistance, - Browning also
asked when the regional of-
fice expected to forward the
application to Washington.
“I realize this is a larger
project than was our first
. one and is, in general, more
complex,”” Browning wrote.
“However, .F'find it" difficult
to believe the comple;nty is

such that seven months is

required to review it.”
David Dwinell, HUD field
representative  for Cham-

be ready to be sent to Wash-

" ever, if HUD has enough

‘Browning pusheG
for renewal funds

paign, -said 'I‘uesday the  re-:
gional office was processing|
the application as’ fast asj
it could

Hopefu]ly, he said, it wﬂl l

ington by  the end ‘of the |
month, .

It remains‘to be seen, how-|

funds on hand to give Cham-.
paign’s request its stamp of
approval before-new ceénsus|
figures become - official, .and|
the city, because of its in-
creased size, would be re-|
quired to pick up ‘one-third|
instead of one-fourth of the
tab. :

If the crty is reqmred to_
pay one-third it is expected
to reduce the size of the}
project to fit available funds. |

Most of the city’s share, ||
in any case, is expected to
consist of . non-cash credits,
primarily from University of
Llinois land  acquisition and}
glearance in recent years. .

Champaign’s first project, |
fheanwhile, is nearing com-

letion and is expected to|
e phased out this fall.




] algns IIISC uI'UdIl renewal

TiE-WoWa pe a crume o
. allow continued development

downtown before doing some-

thing . with these areas,”

Johnson said, indicating sev-
eral areas on a map.

The " largest area included

Urbana’s predominant-

"1y black northwest neighbor-

heod and was bounded rough-

10 Creutl e Ccost ¢r any  pub- -

lic - improvement ~there  .to-
ward its share of urban re-
newal projects elsewhere.

John Lee Johnson was chal-

lenged by Timothy Jolinson,

son of Urbana Ald, Robert -
V. Johnson, R-6th Ward; and. "
newly appomted member of:

the Urbana HRC. -

While stressmg that he- dld:

ly by Wright Street on the

By TOM SLOCUM
‘News: Ga.zetbe Staff ‘Writer

Although some . problems re-
"ain’to be' solved, Project I
of - Iurbarf Yenewal has been &
. Success both f1nanc1a11y and
‘ ‘socially, David ‘G ensemer,
i Champargn urban renewal dlrec-
tor, told the: Cltlzens Advisory
Counml on Urbaii Renewal
ésday. might. <, e

et said the c1ty should
its share of the prOJect

close
] extens' 7 On - the closmg
. ¥ ‘has ~héén requested he|
: ‘sauT/‘to How: auditors from the
. nt: of Hotsing “and

Urbat Developmient, to check the
books 1o de’cermme fmal prOJect
"costs

The extens1on he” sa1d w111
not add ‘to the city’s- share Jof

the costs.

Work by prlvate compa
in the project area, he s
will probably contmue for
months.” Lippman Associs
have received their final fin
cing, he said, and may be;
work on their 98-unit apartme
complex in thé project area .
one month.

Gensemer sald the city has
requested perm1551on o
purchase one: property not in

_|the . original plans< and must

relocate .one large family still
living .in sub-standard: housing.
The property to be purchased,
he 'said, will. be one.of two.
contiguous 26-foot lots. One of
the. lots will be purchased and!
sold to the owner of the second!
Iot to allow enough room for,
a driveway. The properties were
‘Apparently overlooked in the

toriginal plan.

Urban renewal officials, he

‘perties,

said, have shown the one re-

maining family several pro-
but ‘they have yet to,
‘agree to move to‘any shown. .-

All residential lots owned by

the city have been committed,
he said, and one remammg coms,
mercial -property.‘could be set-
tled soon. The- property, located
jon Nogth.. ‘Fourth Street,. has
beengdiscussed as the poss1b1e
s1t 0f a small shopplng center
ed by the Progress Associa-,

tlon for Economic Development,

erty tax tor the bulk of 1ts“,
" revenue, hesaid.

Although there Wes o, ap-
parent dissent in the 'com-

mission’s subsequent vmce‘
vote, endorsing the CAD:pro-
‘posals “at least in :principle,' -
‘Timothy. Johnson, later -told -
, reporters he had abstained. .
;John: . Lee  Johnson;: also‘
passed out -documents to .

if processmg is.compiete be-

fore. new census results: be-'

-come_ official in. September,
- HUD “would. ‘hot" have suffi-

‘cient ‘funds' to ‘give the city:
Al go ;ahead order because its:

Enwronmen}al plannmg.
On the: motlon from Mrs

.tnat. Jonnson -had . helped. es-

"-tablish, had asked be includ-
- ed.in Champalgn s sécond ur-

~ban renewal. apphcatmn
- ‘more ‘that ; ayear ago. ' ‘
‘Both ‘the - Champalgn and

‘the Urbana groups asked that
: “the community - ‘be involved -

7 in: plahning the - “yespective
projects: and; that the  cities
“,use CAD staff and facﬂ1t1es. i




iams works at red
to enforce city buﬂdmg

(Continued From Page 8)

_over in existing public housing
to take care of families from
the area, but this was not the
case.

“So we had to scrounge
around for private housing.”

Subsequent relocation work,
which saw black families from
the project area find hew homes
in virtually every section of the
Champaign-Urbana ared, final-
ly broke down discriminatory
housing patterns, Williams said
he felt it helped put the fair
-housing bureau out of business.

© - “We were fortunate in that
there were a large number of

low-cost houses on the market
at that time,” he added.

Most of the families had mon-
ey available from the sale of
their own homes and from var-
jous relocation payments, and
were able to afford such houses,
he added.

Besides breaking down the
segregated housing pattern in
Champaign-Urbana, the urban
renewal relocation experience
helped make lending institutions
more willing to deal with blacks,
Williams said.

From the beginning of urban
renewal until the appearance of

the present tight money market,
which has reduced home loans
to a trickle, blacks generally
were able to obtain mortgages

and other home assistance, he

said.

Unfortunately, the poor credit
ratings.of “some black families
have.disqualified them.
“Trgabout nine out of ten of
the families with credit difficul-
 ties, the problem stemmed from
. unpaid medical bills,” he said.

“Any family with a4 lar ge
number of children is bound
to run up such- expenses ” he
said..

But most blacks earned S0
little that they were not able
to afford health insurance,

-

NEW JOB

~ James L. Williams, direcior
of Champaign’s newly created
environmental  development
department, is formulating

plans o cut down on the time
and red tape involved in com-
plainfs about the detericration

. of area buildings.
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Feonstruction strikes

-With the settlement of recent
Creative
‘Buildings Inc. of Urbama is

Yspeeding final touches on the

su:-buﬂdmg North Mt Olive

{Manor.

“Qur completion date is June

15, said Virgil Dearduff; d1rec-

tor of housing for CBL
“We hope that by then Fed—

|eral Housing Administration of-
Ificials will be able to “inspect

'the project and certify it for
occupancy, so that tenants can
begm moving in 1mmed1ate1y

- The project is spensored by|
Mt. Olive Baptist Church, who
will become the owners under

La 40-year subsidized mortgage

arrangement once it is. com-
plete

The church CBI plans to op-

i ments.
The sponsor is seekirg a com-

ipletely * integrated project and
wrwill process’ apphcatmns -with

ithis' in mind, a CBI statement
rsaid.

Interesbed persons can make

In all the prOJect will con-
sist of 36 two-bedroom and 35
three-bedroom apartments. .

The other three-bedroom
apartment has been converfed
to a project office, which also
will provide meeting space for
community gatherings.

The two-bedroom wunits will
rent for $123.50 a month and
the , three-bedroom units for
$138.50 a month, including all
utilities except telephone ‘

The project also is being fi-

“inanced under a special govern-

‘ment program that not only pro-
vides™ an interest subsidy for

County Housing Authority for
its' rent supplement ‘program,

but no definite number has been’

decided on, Williams said.

. To date Williams said he hag - .

had-about 80 - inquiries about
the project.
- The apartments are des1gned

as family housing with no plans :

to rent to groups of students
Dearduff added.

In . the apartments, 11v1ng
rooms and hallways are carpet-
ed. There also will be laundry
facilities in each building, Kitch-
ens include stoves and refrig-

erators. =/
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"EDITOR'S NOTE: Colu:m-.
nist Bill Groninger is on vaca-
tion. In his absence, today’s
column was written by Cour-
ler reporter Darlene Napady.

The Centepnial High School
football Chargers will have to
find someone else to déscribe
‘their home games over the pub-
lic-address system this fall:

_The City of Champaign, like-
wise, will have to seek a new
urban renewal - director if its
application for a second renewal
project ever wins federal ap-
proval.

For the past several years
both these posts have been oc-
cupied by a man who is heading
for Texas: at the end -of the
month,

To date Davld Gensemer’s- de-
parture has resulted in little
if any public comment, despite
wide acknowledgement that the
project he has guided over the
past five years ranks as one
of -the most successful in the
Midwest, if not in. the entlre
country.

Gensemer, for his part has
tried to pass on any credit fo
his staff and other city officials
involved in renewal matters.

But rather than bask in any
reflected glory certain city coun-
¢il members who have support-
ed urban renewal, if only. nom-
inally, seem embarrassed with
the - outcome, apparently - not
knowing what to say about a

. successful project.

Over the years,
seemed as if most of  them
avoided Gensemer- like the
plague, apparently feaung they
‘might catch his enthusiasm’ for
urban renewal and cease to re-

-evil.

This his not been -the case
‘with the black community where
a nimber of organizations have

Community Advocacy Depot
(CAD).

CAD has been outspoken not
only in supporting more urban
renewal work in the black com-
munity of Champaign but “also
“in- urging Urbana to begin re-

areas.
So -far no blacks have pubhc-
1y come out against CAD efforts.
This is a sharp contrast to

in fact, it

gard 1t simply as a: necessary‘

-banded together with University |
of Illinois students to form the|

newal in similarly deteriorating|

asset

son, David, the first Champaign

Vietnam war, and another son
who died as a result of an
automobile accident in 1949 are

"buried.

It was in Corpus Cristi that
Gensemer first became interest-
ed in renewal ‘work while serv-
ing op the city’s plan commis-
sion for three years.

as director . of the Edinburg,
Tex., renewal agency in 1959,
He later served as head of.
the Fort Smith; Ark., agency,
then with a Little Rock planning
firm - and finally as research
analyst for the Arkansas State
Comrnission on the Coordination
of Higher Education, before be-
coming Champaign’s first urban
renewal director in November
1964, :
“About’ a year ago the Cour-

Alexander, wrote a column on

'his own departure from the pa-

per, wishing farewell to 3 num-
ber of city. officials,
Gensemer ““who, when you as
him what-time it is, tells y¢
how to make a clock.”

It was meant as: the hlgh
compliment.. KEvery -repo
who. has had the. privilegr
knowing him has been e;
tionally grateful for his le
'in the mode of *‘clock ma
known as urban fenewal.

And whatever his futv
dertakings we hope the
will be as great an ¢
their communities- as F
apparently will- be 1
palgn :

After a seven-month wait, the
city of Champaign has received
official recertification - of = the
city’s Workable Program for
Community Development, -ac-
cording to City Manager War-
ren B. Browning. ¢ .

Browning said the’ notxflcatlon
was included in a letter received
Wednesday from the Chicago
regional office of the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban

=Development The p{‘ogram was
County serviceman killed in the

i This. led to his appointment:

ier’s: Champaign reporter, Hal

includins -

Dev)elopmeniL Plan '

Isite.

3
submitted for federal approval
on Dec. 2, 1969,

Recertification of. the program
is’ effective until June 1, 1972
Browning -said.

A certified workable program
is required by HUD before the
city can qualify for federal funds
for certain programs. With the
cdertification, Champaign can
now begin the Certified Area
Program for rehabilitating some
homes in the proposed Pro;ect
II urban renewal area.

Under the CAP, homeowners in
a five-block area in the north
end -are eligible .for low-interest
loans or grants to fix their prop-
erty, To be.eligible for the pro-

ggrarh, persons must own the
: property and llve in an area tha

is- a potent1a1 urban renewa

I o
For the first tlme the work=:

N able program’ -certification is
| good for two years.” Previously,
1g{the city had to submif a new
{iprogram for HUD approval each
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ost all of his 49 years in Cham- .
paign-Urbana, acquring a thor-
~ ough knowledge of the communi- .

»

then -joined the -

Williams took charge: of relo-
cation work in January, 1965,
after 15 years with the post
office.

Originally, he recalled, it was
quite a chore finding new homes
for area families. mostlv black.

Upon his return, he attended
the University of Illinois for sev-

After graduating from Cham-
eral *years,

paign High Scheol in 1939, he
worked at Chanute field and-
the Clifford-Jacobs Forging Co.,
before joining the Army Air

Corps during World War II.
come the first black postal

the factors for the success of
Champaign post office to be-
clerk in downstate Illinois.

.ty, which many cite as one of
the relocation program.
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¢

42 b s g T L o AT s G owdH 0 o e et e
throughout the Champaign-Ur- g ES.8) gﬁg %fgg E e8 génan g SEEER g5k8g £ 8:‘:’.? &3 2EHEgsg
bana rca. PEoSs SUEgSC RBogniT 4 gTEiy BOUR sSeiid glss

Only one reportedly has re- B ?a(:‘é’%ggp Eﬁéggﬁ it - BROR E= ] “‘g g-;@r‘éﬁ'g %05 §‘a ,..g*g‘swgg%gag m%
mained unsatisfied with the new SuEl wf@.d%ga—@? gy SENC . BaBESws §EG) o8- L oS Wy o
home, a remarkable record for SEog g, g‘;g% 24 g %T‘g 52 0wy rg‘g'?_g .Z’-E g gER Yy 'g,;,.g. > ﬁﬁf';“@; 5
any renewal project. .- a8 e g'Eg"ﬁj’Q: c’g\'g»:a 1 % G’E:o?g "’g » %?‘6‘35?} gi’g':;, g B A 3 g,',’Ew gg“&t’g

In this case Gensemer's ger- RCEE RS EERE FEEE R R R E P EERCY ot I
ius lay in recruiting James L. 3= .- Bi‘%%:‘”g §:fuéﬁg’,§-ﬂ s ’6!§ og %D‘é"m?éf% -Sﬁs g8 E'%’E%ﬁ mggé

O ; - o S kN (e - By LS. R -k ». I - - R

Williams, a collel%e - educ}flteg . asg a%-*&giﬁgm% céjg g8 85 'E"é E?’ hA k= %"E%’ -y zié‘% g 8% '%E’ﬁ %ﬁ 3{‘93 o
L . 1) - s g i = 00 oo Brg 9

black postal worker, to hea g gt EaA ERLE e 8RB H8% aE g8t w'g Bd B o 8L OE E ol

the relocation program with the 2% g‘ﬁ,%o s BSEoumy s 8d n{ugfg 59 &0% HHw Fe? ,d‘g o 8883

aid of Mrs. Erma: Brldgewatm §E§)%EE?§‘8 o §'§ =& 3.5 %E‘E”ﬁ 'ﬁ'.bﬂo'r% S %gg%?mg%‘%ﬁ %%‘éﬁ 5‘? 8& 'd&’E-ﬁ

a highly respected woman in "EAERE BREwWES Sq'c;B:s_ﬁ 5 8888k Ha& SHEEES EEBE

the black community. . - ’ - . . - . S R e

. The. same holds true of. his = __ e —

choice of . G W1111am Hall. and: 1 m : .

. wrr IS T . | N




By federal offlczal

Urben renewal called

By Darlene Napady
J Of The Courier

Although Champaign city

officials have yet to publicly -

label the city’s first urban
renewal project a success,
at least one federal officigl
has no qualms about usmg
the term.

David Dwinell, a field rep-
resentative for the Chicago
regional office  of the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD)
recently listed a number of

reasons why HUD- féels the -

Champaign pro;]ect has been
successful. '

These included 1ts sched-
ule, relocation, housing ‘im-
provements, and Tast, but by
no méans least, money. '

The project is scheduled
to be closed in "September,
only five months after the
originally scheduled closing

. date of May 15.

Although some work, ‘such
as repaving Bradley Avenue
and selling of small commer-+
cially-zoned areas,; still has
to be completed, most of the
extra time will be taken up
with a final, HUD audit of
project expenditures.

This should make the
Champaign project one of the
few in.-f,;.th'e‘”:l history of the
urban renéwal program to
be completed’ anywhere near
on time, .

Despite staylng fairly close
to its -timetable, the project
involved what Dwinell called
“relatively few adverse acw

tions.”

One suit

In acquiring property. in'
the area, the city had to .

“file only one condemnation

suit over price, he noted.
Although about half-a-doz-

en other suits were/ filed, all

were only to obtain-clear ti-

“tle to the land.

in Champaign-Urbana rather
than move out of the area,
Dwinell said.

Those who have been relo‘:‘.

cated also seem generally -

. satisfied with their new

homes, he said.

Regional officials also, have
been impressed by the “ex-
traordinary efforts” of the
Champaign - urban renewal
staff in tlacklng down fami-
lies from the ‘area who may .
have moved- on thelr own.
Pmchmg pennies.

“It is normal for cmes to
try to.pinch pennies and to

allow those who miove 'on
© their own to dlsappear " he

explained.
. “But .Champaign seeims to

- have made every effort to

see that these people ‘got év-
ety  cent that was ~coming
to them.” Famiilics forced to
move by urban. renéwal are’
entitied. to relocation - +pay-
ments, paid ‘entirely’ by: the
federal governmentyy -

Another somewhat unusual

“feature of the. Champaign-
project is an addition of 110 -
-housing units to the project
area. .

'So many other projects had

- removed- more units than -
they ultimately replaced that- s
. Congress : passed a law re-

cently requiring cities to pro-
vide at least the same num-
ber of new units as the num-
ber of units destroyed.

By the time reconstruction
is completed, the project

~area will confain an estimat-

At

ed 360 units, compared with.

250 prekusly )

However, a large portlon
of  these probably will not
::he rcompleted for a year or
.more, ’

But work is expected to

~ begin within a month on a

"98-unit, federally-aided.devel-
opment at “Bradley - Avenue
and the Illinois’ Central rail-

road tracks, and 56 units of

- public housmg ]ust to the
south.,

Another six umts of pubhc
‘housing are planned for in-
dividual lots in the area. .

But ‘the 71-unit. North Mt.

A Olive Manor- at Bradley Ave-

nue and 4th- Street has begun
accepting applications for oc-

cupancy and hopes to begm’

moving in tenants early in
. June.

And fmally, although not
-as visually impressiye as
handsome new buildifigs or
happily-relocated families,is
- the money situation.

Although no final Judgment

can be made until after the
HUD audit, it appears the
Champaign project not ‘only
will wind up in the black
but with a handsome surplus.

It also presents something

ot
;
!

‘succe

-, To date, Dwinell noted,|

_ additional amounts that HUD
- recently placed a.lid on such.;

. will have an adverse effect

Ja

of a dﬂ. a since it ap-
pears the city may have put
in $130,000 more. than re-
‘quired- for its one - quarter-
share of the $3,692,245 proj-|
ect.

-And HUD procedures have
no prov1sxons for a refund, |
in cash thatis. '

The -overpayment can be

“applied to the city’s share!

of future renewal projects.

The city still is waiting;
word from Washington on its:
application for $600,000 to‘
plan more renewal work.

Champaign has not had to
request revisions in its con-|.
tract with HUD because of|,

other cities had fo- request;

requests. .

Dwinell gave full cr edit for |

the project’s success to the
city’s urban . renetal staff,
headed by Dlrector David
Gensemer: - e
“The city.is-losing an ex-
cellent  administrator,” Dwi-
nell said in reference to Gen-
semer. “His loss no doubt

onrenewal inthe city.” i

budget. problems. So manyi. .
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" News-Gazetie

Plans for 1mp v
recreational facilities ‘in Cham-
paign’s North- Find, took another
step forward Monday night when
the Board of. Commlssxonevs of
:the - Champaign Park District
‘approved a $42,000 contract for
‘the purchase of about 6.5 acres
of land north of Douglass Park
‘from the- City of Champaign.
Facilities planned for the
‘enlarged park includé .a multi-
‘purpose play area, a plcmc area

1ng arts area leari
‘landscaping. of the
'scheduled to. begm thls I
i Money for - the . purch‘

just - the purch
Development.. of
cost an - ,additi
$100,000.. . depe
facilities. built;
Genetal.
| Toalson.

paldlng pools w111 reﬁ‘l
same, . but other rates h,a
raised slightly. :

nual pass. For- chlldren*l
old and younger, fe
$7.50 for each seaso
for. an annual pass.
increase ‘by $3.50 for.
pass and $5 for an antin
for every additional chi

year. The prices are: 30" or
‘less; - $15 per” hour; 30-50, §3257is
iper hour; 50-100, $40 per hour;
:and -entire pool, $50 per -hout.

. - Policies for public -use‘of Park
District facilities- were: also, set

Monday -with | categories: named |

for priority :-and- rental  fee

purposes. Park DIStI‘lCt pro-|iin

%grams, programs,’ for’ “Unit 4

or Mirs.; Odelia Wesley,

Group rates ‘for pool Trental:
were ‘also fixed for the coming|.

ark Dlstrlct Monday.
night named a' 1.5 gere park at Third - outstandmg
and Eureka Street, Wesley Park to hon- munity.’

agencies have
will not pay ren
Not-For- Profit '

$2. 50 per hour for the,
facilities - while spemaL inferé
organizations. will pay $10< 5]
hour. Sy T
Rental rates have been flxed

to cover the. costs of openlng‘

the -building and . paying.- for

cleaning up afterwards, Toalson
said.

In otherr business: Monday, the

Board approved funds to fence:
and resurface the tennis. courts:

**‘k*

%Tn  ceremonies held Monday
i ht the Board ‘of Directors

principal of -

“payrnén’ts; otii the buildihg
receiving -assurance  fro

Washington School,
dent” Donald Bre

was taken because "of Mrs

purchase of:
flowers  for- dlstrlct
summer.

Also, the Bbald autHorized
final $5,432.32 payment for
Meetmg Center: The Board
been " makmg installm

architect that the work ha
completed satlsfactorl

*_**

chased by the Park Dlstrxct“for

$19,500 as. part. of the urban .
| renewal development. It viill e

clude play eqmpment Jor
children of  all ages, a multi-
pubpose ‘asphalt play area and
a landscaped play area. In-
stallation of the play equipment
is to be completed in Apml
the multi -purpose area will be
tinished : this’ 'spung and “fifial
landsca ng 1s e*(pected to -be

Un 4~"Boo|rd Lauds

v EYRFET

resolution
Odelia Wes-
‘Washington.

# and Eureka;‘
! dedieated

contrlbutlon
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