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Nathaniel Banks

Nathaniel Banks is a life-long resident of Champaign,

Illinois. He was educated in the Champaign schools,

and graduated from what is now called Champaign

Central High. He received his college education at the

University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign campus and

has a Bachelor of Arts and Masters of Science in

Applied Music and Music Education respectively.

Upon leaving college, Nathaniel Banks worked as the

Assistant Director of the Afro-American Cultural

Program for nine years. He then left campus to

become the Principal of Judah Christian High School.

He returned to the U of I in 1990 to work in the

Office of Minority Student Affairs, where he is

currently employed. Mr. Banks has worked in several

capacities in OMSA including the Director of Upward

Bound, the President's Leadership Program, and his

current position as Director of the African American

Cultural Program. Throughout his professional career,

Mr. Banks has had a love for young people and has

worked on numerous committees to address their needs. His most current interest is in the

establishment of a Charter school to serve at-risk children in the Champaign-Urbana

community.

Nathaniel Banks is married to Lisha Banks. They have three grown sons and are part of a large

extended family.

 

This Legacy Is Yours Too was a cooperative effort between the National Council of African

American Men and the Early American Museum.
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Vernon Barkstall

Vernon Barkstall was born August 23, 1929, at

Cincinnati, Ohio, a son of Nelson and Naomi

Barkstall, Sr. He married Carol Benton on June 9,

1957, at Columbus, Ohio, and to this union was

born two sons and two daughters.

Mr. Barkstall was educated in the Columbus, Ohio

public school system. After serving in the U. S.

Military, he received his Bachelor's and Master's

degrees in Education at the Ohio State University.

He completed classes toward a doctoral degree at

the University of Illinois. He was a scholar-athlete

at Ohio State. He played basketball and baseball

and was elected captain of the baseball team in

1958.

Vernon Barkstall was the Director of The Urban

League of Champaign County for 28 years. He

served on the founding committees of the Don

Moyer Boys and Girls Club, the Champaign County

Opportunities Industrialization Center, and the Frances Nelson Health Center. He was a board

member of the Concerned Citizens for a Better Commerce, charter board member of the

Champaign County Chamber of Commerce, board member and a past Vice President of the

Champaign-Urbana Convention and Visitors Bureau.

He was a long-time member of the NAACP and a member of the American Legion Post 559 of

Champaign. Mr. Barkstall was a senior-active member of the Champaign Rotary and was a Paul

Harris Fellow. He was also a member of the Illinois Community Action Association. Barkstall

Elementary School was named in his honor.
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Carlos Donaldson, Sr.

Carlos Donaldson was born in Spring City, Tennessee. He

attended grade school and high school in Chattanooga,

Tennessee. He had one brother and two sisters.

Carlos came to Chanute Air Force Base in Rantoul in February

1958 as an Airman in the United States Air Force. He met

and married Willeta Hassell, a Champaign native, in 1960.

He has three children: Carlos, Jr., Carletta, and Dennis; a

daughter-in-law, Mae, and two grandsons: Ryan and Blake.

Carlos began employment at the University of Illinois in

January, 1962, as a mail carrier and retired as Supervisor II

of Campus Mail after 38 years of service on December 31,

1999. 

He was President of #119 Service Employees Union (SEIU) for 7 years and Vice President of

Twin City Federation of Labor. He began taking courses at the University of Illinois in 1969 and

received a Bachelor's degree in the College of Fine and Applied Arts, Urban and Regional

Planning major in December 1979. Carlos worked full-time while attending college and

completed his degree one semester short of 10 years. He attended class during lunch hours and

in the evenings while working and raising his family.

Carlos was involved in many civic and community activities. He was a member of the Urbana

Neighborhood Committee that was instrumental in desegregation of the Urbana Schools; he

was very active in the Thomas Paine P.T.A.; and served as Co-President, with Willeta, on the

University of Illinois (UNI) High School Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO). Carlos was

appointed to the Urbana School Board and then was elected to the Urbana School Board from

1981-1985.

Carlos met many special people he will not forget while working and attending school at the

University of Illinois. Among these were: University of Illinois President John Corbally,

President Stanley Ikenberry, Robert P. Link, Dean of the College of Fine and Applied Arts, and

Robert Copeland, Associate Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.

Carlos and Willeta enjoy traveling. He is an active member of the Bethel A.M.E. Church where

he has served as Steward and Trustee. He is currently serving on the Stewardship and Finance

and Scholarship Committee. Carlos enjoys attending University of Illinois basketball and

football games. He also enjoys working outdoors in his yard.
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William E. Dye

William Dye was born April 16, 1933 in Elberton, Georgia to

the late Mr. Robert Hester and Mrs. Carolyn (Jefferson) Dye.

He had two sisters. Mr. Dye received his formative

education in Elberton, Georgia and Chicago, Illinois. He

graduated from high school in Elberton. Among the schools

where he matriculated were Morehouse College, Atlanta,

Georgia; Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville, Illinois

(Bachelor's Degree); Sangamon State University, Springfield,

Illinois (Master's Degree); and the FBI Academy, Quantico,

Virginia.

Mr. Dye was united in Holy Matrimony to Ms. Azalee Juanita

Biggs on December 31, 1954 and two sons were born to this

union, Elliott Hoyt Dye and Robert William Dye.Mr. Dye

served in the United States Army during the Korean Conflict.

He completed basic training at Fort Riley, Kansas with a tour

of duty in Germany. He was a cryptologist and attained the

rank of Staff Sergeant, serving from November 1952 until

September 1955 when he received an Honorable Discharge.

Mr. Dye entered the Illinois State Police Academy, Champaign, Illinois in June 1957 and

graduated in August. His first assignment was to District #11, East St. Louis (Edgemont),

Illinois. He served 11 years with the Illinois State Police. During this time, he helped organize

and became a member of the Investigative Unit. In 1968, he was employed with the Saint Clair

County Crime Commission as the Assistant Director. In September 1969, Mr. Dye joined the

East St. Louis Police Department as Planning and Training Director. He was appointed Chief of

Police, City of East St. Louis, in September 1971 and he continued in this capacity until his

resignation on May 5, 1975. Subsequently, he became Chief of Police in Champaign, Illinois, a

position he held for the next seven years. During his tenure with the Champaign Police

Department, Dye emphasized recruiting minorities and instituted a neighborhood watch

program. Dye served as a role model for young African Americans and could often be found

talking to groups at the Douglass Center. He also led the charge to build a new police building

and wanted it located at First Street and University Avenue. From 1982 until 1987, Mr. Dye

was the Chief of Police in Columbia Missouri. Later, he accepted the Director of Security post

for Texas Southern University, Houston, Texas. Mr. Dye passed away in Texas on February 7,

1994.

Included among the numerous organizations with which Mr. Dye was affiliated were: The

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity; The International Association of Chiefs of Police; Illinois Law

Enforcement Commission; The Southern Illinois Law Enforcement Commission. He served as

President of the Board of Directors of the East St Louis Boys Club and he was a founding

member of The National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives. During his

lifetime, Mr. Dye was the recipient of numerous citations, commendations, certificates and

awards.
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Richard Roy Edwards, Sr.

Mr. Richard Roy Edwards, Sr. was born in Carmi,

Illinois, on June 11, 1897. He was the youngest

son born to Elias Lawrence Edwards and Margaret

Ford Edwards.

As a young man, he moved to Champaign in the

early 20s where he met and married Ora Thornhill.

To this union was born a son, Richard Roy, Jr. Mr.

Edwards professed Christ at an early age while

still in Carmi and soon after arriving in

Champaign joined the Morning Star Freewill

Baptist Church. He was a staunch member serving

as Deacon for many years until his failing health.

He was employed by the U. S. Postal Service and

was the first African American Letter Carrier in

Champaign. Upon his retirement from the Postal

Service, Mr. Edwards accepted a position as

County Probation Officer. He was a prominent

community leader serving as a member of the Champaign School Board, Unit #4, from 1957 to

1968. He was the School Board secretary from 1964 to 1968.

Mr. Edwards was a 32nd Degree Mason and a 50-year member of the Blue Lone Star Lodge #18.

He was a past Master and holder of many Grand Lodge offices. Mr. Edwards was past Exalted

Ruler of the University Order of Elks Lodge #619, and held several offices at the state level.

Mr. Edwards passed away on December 18, 1988.
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Dr. Harry D. Ellis

Dr. Harry D. Ellis was a prominent Champaign

physician with offices on North Walnut Street in

Champaign. A veteran of WWI, he served in the

370th infantry regiment, the most decorated

regiment of the war. He was a charter member of

the William F. Earnest American Legion Post 559.

Active in community affairs, Dr. Ellis served as

president of the Frederick Douglass Civic League

and treasurer of the committee that raised funds for

the Douglass Park Community Center. He also

served on the Advisory Committee of the Center.

The Dr. Ellis subdivision is named after him.
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James H. Hayes Jr.

James H. Hayes was born in Mt. Vernon, New York

on October 31, 1932 and he graduated from A.B.

Davis High School in 1950. He worked as a

Longshoreman from 1950- 1952.

Jim enlisted in the United States Air Force on June

18, 1952, and his overseas travels included Japan,

Philippines, North Africa, Morocco and Vietnam. He

came to Chanute Air Force Base in September 1963

and was listed in the Outstanding Young Men of

America in 1966. He received the Airman of the

Month award in 1964, and the Instructor of the Year

award in 1968.

Mr. Hayes received a Bachelor of Science degree in

Elementary Education from the University of Illinois

in 1968. Jim received a Master of Arts degree in

Elementary Education from the University of Illinois

in 1970. He retired from the United States Air Force

in April 1973.

Jim was hired by Champaign County Unit School District # 4 in 1973. He taught at Washington

Elementary School from 1973 to 1977 and at Edison Middle School from 1977 to 1993. He

received the Bahai Faith Race Relations award in 1990-1991. He was a member of the

Champaign County Mental Health Board from 1974 to 1977 and a member of the Champaign

County Sheriff's Merit Commission from 1990 to 2002.

In 2000, Mr. Hayes received the Dr. Martin Luther King Outstanding Achievement Award from

the City of Urbana. Jim is currently in his third term as an Urbana City Council Alderman. He is

a member of the following organizations: the Chorale, the Martin Luther King Choir, the

Douglas Community Center/Senior Citizens and Bethel A.M.E. Church in Champaign, Illinois.

Jim is the father of three sons, Larry, David and Derrick.
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Cyprus Hughes

Cyprus Hughes was born in Chicago, Illinois, the son of

Otis Mae and Sam Hughes on July 9, 1951. After

graduation from high school, he attended Eastern

Illinois University in Charleston, Illinois, where he

became a member of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,

the Black Student Association and the Gospel Choir.

Mr. Hughes graduated from Eastern Illinois University

with a B.S. degree in Business Administration and M.S.

degree in Education. He later earned a Doctorate in

Theology from Andersonville Baptist Seminary.

Mr. Hughes has worked in the arena of education for

over 25 years and is currently an Admissions Advisor

at Parkland College and serves as the advisor to the

Black Student Association. Rev. Hughes is a licensed

and ordained Baptist Minister and has been an

Associate Minister at the Mt. Olive Baptist Church for

over 22 years and the Pastor of the Second Baptist

Church of Mattoon, Illinois.

Mr. Hughes is a seminary instructor at the American Baptist College - Champaign-Danville

Extension, a member of the Dr. Martin Luther King Justice for Advocacy Committee, a member

of the Ministerial Alliance of Champaign-Urbana and Vicinity, a member of the Religious

Leaders for Community Care and the Institutional Review Board of the University of Illinois. He

is the husband of Caretta Armstrong Hughes and has one daughter (Cynita) and one

granddaughter (Chyrell).
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Minor W. Jackson III

Minor W. Jackson, III holds a

Bachelor's degree in Accounting from

Quincy University, formerly Quincy

College. He was the first African-

American admitted in Quincy

College's initial MBA Program in

1984.

Minor is the former Director of the

Parkland Business Development

Center, a position he held at

Parkland College from April 2000 to

April 2005.

Currently, he is the Interim Director,

Human Resources at Parkland College. Prior to joining Parkland, Mr. Jackson was employed in

Human Resources for 16 years with four different Fortune 500 Corporations: General Electric,

Alcoa (Aluminum Company of America), Lear Corporation and The Marmon Group, parent

company of the Hyatt Regency Resorts & Hotels. He has also served as Director of Human

Resources for 3 local companies, Associated Transfer & Storage, Cerion Technologies and

Caradco. His HR Career has included assignments in Illinois, Iowa, Missouri and Wisconsin.

Before working in Human Resources, he was a Senior Cost Accountant for a major automotive

seatbelt manufacturer in Northeast Missouri for 6 years

As a U.S. Army Veteran, Minor served for 6 years, 3 years active duty and 3 years in the

Reserve. During his military career, he was an Instructor at the Quartermaster School, Ft. Lee,

Virginia and overseas as a Cost Accountant in Okinawa, Japan. As a reservist, he received the

"Outstanding Student Award" at Fort Sheridan, Illinois for a Stock Control & Accounting course.

Born and raised on the South Side of Chicago, he is a graduate of Hales Franciscan High School

and a diehard Sox, Cubs, Bears, Bulls & Black Hawks fan. Forty years ago, he worked for all of

the Chicago sports teams as an Andy Frain usher. In addition, he worked retail sales in

downtown Chicago for Benson & Rixon Mens Clothing and Nunn-Bush Shoes in the mid to late

60's.

Mr. Jackson is very active in his community and is a member of the following: He serves on

the Board of Directors for the Urban League of Champaign County, and the Local Workforce

Development Board (LWDB), plus he is active in the Talks Mentoring Program at Franklin

Middle School in Champaign, IL.

More importantly, he and his wife, Louise, have been married for 35 years. They are the

parents of two teenagers, Renee age 17 and Tony age 16. Minor and Louise are licensed as a

relative foster home in the State of Illinois and they adopted both children in March 1995.
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John Cleo Snapper Johnson, Sr.

March 26, 1916 - May 8, 1983

Born in Fernwood, Mississippi, a son of Arthur and

Gladys (Tillman) Johnson, "Snapper," as he was

most often called by family and friends, moved to

Champaign in 1922. He attended Champaign

schools and was a member of the Champaign

Senior High School Letterman's "C" Club. After

serving in the Navy during WWII, he attended the

University of Illinois where he majored in

Recreation and Physical Education.

Before becoming a Letter Carrier for the U.S.

Postal Service, "Snapper" worked for many years as

a laborer and helped with the building of several

major construction projects in the Champaign-

Urbana area, including the U of I Assembly Hall.

Over the years, he was involved in the community

in many ways. "Snapper" enjoyed baseball as

recreation as well as a way of life. He was involved

throughout east central Illinois as a baseball player for numerous teams. After his playing days

ended, he continued to stay involved in baseball and basketball as an umpire and referee. He

also participated in the organization of a boxing club in Champaign and the surrounding area.

He was especially interested in youth sports and recreation. During the 1950s, he served as

Assistant Director of the Frederick Douglass Recreation Center and taught Physical Education

in the Champaign public schools. He was a past Commander of the American Legion Post #559

and served as Scout Master for Boy Scout Troop #11, one of the first all-Black troops in

Champaign.

He served as a Little League Coach and official for over 30 years from the 50s to the 80s. His

sons and grandsons often recall that he was the "toughest coach they ever played for." During

his coaching and officiating days, even when players and parents did not agree with him, they

frequently commented on their respect for him because of his fairness and his ability to keep

"control" of the game.

He was married to Helen Elizabeth Scaggs for 39 years until her death in 1976. Together they

raised six children: two sons, John Jr. (Bud) of Yuma, AZ; Kenneth of Atlanta, GA, and four

daughters, Carol Lynn Nunn, Catherine Hogue and Ella (Sissy) Knox Coleman of Champaign,

and Rosalind Lewis of Urbana.

"Snapper's" love for people and his unselfish giving to the community has influenced the lives

of his children in many ways. His love for sports has extended over to both of his sons and has

helped to shape and influence their careers.

 

This Legacy Is Yours Too was a cooperative effort between the National Council of African

American Men and the Early American Museum.

Home Planning

Your Visit

Programs &

Exhibits

About the

Museum

Volunteer

Opportunities

Collections &

Research



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THIS LEGACY IS YOURS TOO:

Celebrating the Lasting Contributions of

African American Men

Please select the biography you wish to view

from the list below.

Nathaniel Banks

Vernon Barkstall

James R.Burgess

Carlos Donaldson

William Dye

Richard Roy Edwards,

Sr.

Dr. Harry D.Ellis

James H. Hayes,

Jr.Cyprus Hughes

Minor W. Jackson III

John Cleo Snapper

Johnson, Sr.

Lt.Col. Norman

Lambert

Albert R. Lee

Robert Eugene Lewis

Bruce Nesbitt

Dr.Philip Norman

William Patterson

Danis Pelmore

Charles Phillips

David Session

Pastor Claude E. Shelby

Sr.

Clarence Shelley

George Smith and

family

William Walter Smith

Joe A. Stovall

Kenneth Stratton

Willie Summerville

Reverend B. J. Tatum

Larry Taylor

Taylor Thomas

Terry Townsend

Bishop King James

Underwood

Preston Williams

Willie Williams

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lt.Col. (Ret.) Norman (Norm)L. Lambert

Lt. Col. Norman L. Lambert was born on January

19, 1943 in Elkton, Maryland. He moved

to Providence, Rhode Island, at the age of 9;

after entering high school, he excelled in

basketball and track, and was offered college

cholarships for both sports. In fall 1961, he

chose to attend American International College

(AIC) in Springfield, Massachusetts, on a

basketball scholarship. He graduated from AIC

in June 1965 and entered the United States Air

Force shortly thereafter and served for 26 years

at various command levels in the continental

United States and overseas. His last assignment

prior to his retirement on August 1, 1991, was

as Assistant Deputy Commander for Resource

Management at Chanute Air Force Base in

Rantoul.

After leaving the Air Force, he was hired as

Assistant Director of Student Support Services

(now Student Life) at Parkland College, where

he served as Counselor and Coordinator of

Disability Services. He provided academic, career, and personal counseling to hundreds of

students each year. His community service work included serving as a member of the

Champaign Community Unit 4 School Board and he was a member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,

Inc. and The Church of The Living God, Champaign.

He and his wife Genevieve were married for 38 years and the parents of seven children. They

were strong advocates for abused or neglected children, having been foster parents to 70

children over the years.

Colonel Lambert was a graduate of Air War College and had a Bachelor of Science degree in

Business Administration, a Master of Arts degree in Public Administration, and a Master of

Arts degree in Counseling.
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Albert R. Lee

Mr. Lee was born June 26, 1874 on a farm near Champaign,

the son of Mr. and Mrs. William Lee. He was graduated from

Champaign High School in 1893 and besides his year of study

at the University of Illinois, he also learned shorthand and

studied privately for four years. Mr. Lee married Miss Maud

McCurdy, November 23, 1898. They had two sons and a

daughter.

Albert R. Lee was a member of the University of Illinois staff

from 1895-1947. He served the U of I for 52 years through

seven administrations. From a messenger boy in a university

of 800 students, he advanced through the ranks of Assistant

Clerk, Clerk, and retired as Chief Clerk in the office of the

University president. Mr. Lee watched the U of I grow to a

school serving 18,000 students.

Mr. Lee, a north Champaign resident, matched African

American students up with families in north Champaign that

were willing to rent out rooms. Sometimes he took students

in to live with his own family. Mr. Lee was called the

"unofficial Dean of Colored Students." When he retired, it

was noted that he had been the first African American employee hired at the University of

Illinois and the employee with the most service.

In addition to his work at the U of I, Mr. Lee was a prominent member of the African American

community. He was president of the Bethel A.M.E. Choir and sang in the choir himself. He was

also Sunday School District Superintendent. His fraternal affiliations included past master of

Lone Star Lodge No. 18; assistant grand patron, Eureka Grand Chapter O.E. S.; past grand

high priest Royal Arch Masons; and past grand commander of Prince Grand Commandery,

Knights Templar. Mr. Lee was a member of the Twin City branch of the NAACP, a member of

Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity and the Scottish Rite and Shriner orders.
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Robert Eugene Lewis

Born February 9, 1946, in Urbana, Illinois, a son of

Jasper and Lottie (Miller) Lewis, Robert attended Urbana

schools. He continued his formal education at the

University of Illinois and later at Parkland College where

he earned an Associates of Arts Degree.

While in elementary and high school, Robert was involved

in the band as a percussionist. His love for music led him

to volunteer as a mentor and teacher of young, aspiring

drummers throughout the community. Robert's interests

in science and technology coupled with his love for music

has extended not only to his own children but to the lives

and careers of other young people as well. Robert is very

active in the Salem Baptist Church where he has served

as Youth Director, Sunday School Teacher,Sunday School

Superintendent and Percussionist. His Sunday School

students call him "Mr. Phinney," after the teacher on the

television program "Boy Meets World" who has high expectations for all of his students and a

reputation for challenging and encouraging them to be the best they can be. Robert can always

be counted on to lend a helping hand by creating scenery and special effects in support of

church and school plays and activities.

His commitment to youth and education is evident in his service on school and community

committees and organizations including the Urbana School District 116 Equity Steering

Committee and Citizens Concerned with Quality Education (CCQE). His desire to give back to

his community is also evident in his long-time service on the City of Urbana's Community

Development Commission and his recent appointment to the City's Comprehensive Plan

Update.

Robert has utilized his talents and interests in the arts and engineering to pursue several

career areas including architecture and product design and development. To family and

friends, Robert is known as a "jack-of-all-trades," "Mr. Fix-It," and "Mr. Wizard." In general,

someone who can make, build, or fix anything and everything. He is constantly looking for new

projects to build or design and takes pleasure in working on a new painting or sculpture piece,

knocking down a wall to remodel his home, restoring or repairing cars.

His work led to the issuance of two U.S. patents in his name, one for a structural plastic seat

design and the other for a low voltage lighting system. Robert looks forward to participating

and sharing information about his engineering and design work through such activities as the

annual local Black History Month program that highlights the work of Black scientists and

inventors. Robert's design and engineering background has also enabled him to work with

several area churches on facility expansion, remodeling and new construction.

Despite being born with Factor IX Hemophilia, a disabling and life-threatening blood disorder,

Robert has and continues to defy the predictions and astound his doctors with his physical

condition. He has been a guest lecturer to medical students from the University of

Illinois/Carle Clinic about his experiences and treatment as a hemophiliac. Robert truly

believes that his "victories" have come as a result of his faith in God and the prayers of many

people in his life. Robert is thankful for many individuals who have inspired, motivated and

mentored him over the years. He is especially grateful to his mother and father for their

spiritual guidance and for providing a strong family environment; to his uncle, Jeff Davis, for
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his father-like care and nurturing; to the Rev. W. H. Donaldson, his long-time pastor, for his

spiritual guidance and encouragement; to Lorenzo Wylie, who encouraged him and gave him

the opportunity to expand his mechanical aptitude; and to Robert Scaggs for sharing his

knowledge as a structural engineer.

Married to the former Rosalind Johnson, Robert is the proud father of two children, Eric of

Wilmington, DE and Nicole of Tallahassee, FL, who are fulfilling educational and professional

goals that were encouraged and supported since their early childhood.
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Bruce Nesbitt

Bruce Nesbitt was born November 14, 1932 in Champaign, a son of

Herbert E. Nesbitt, Sr. and Pauline Gillespie Nesbitt. He graduated

from Champaign High School in 1951. He married CharLotte

Neither in 1957; to this union was born five children.

Mr. Nesbitt served in the Army then held a number of jobs until

joining the Champaign Police Department. His first year on the

force, he solved two murders and was named Rookie of the Year.

Mr. Nesbitt then went to work for the University of Illinois, first

recruited as an official of the Housing Division and then, in 1973,

as the first director of the Afro-American Cultural Programs office.

Mr. Nesbitt started a student-tutoring program at the Douglass

Center and was president of the Don Moyer Boys and Girls Club

board. He established or helped start the Moms Day Fashion Club,

the Association of Black Alumni, the Black Congratulatory Exercise

and helped gain academic credit for members of the Black Chorus.

He worked with Iota Phi Theta fraternity. He was a member of the

St. Luke CME Church. The Bruce Nesbitt Scholarship Fund at the

University of Illinois was established in his honor.
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Dr. Phillip Norman

Dr. Norman was born on September 8, 1933

in Mound Bayou, Mississippi, a son of Oscar

Clifton and Philippa L'Estrange Morris

Norman. He married De Lois Williams and

they had a son and a daughter.

Dr. Norman was a dentist and began his

practice in Champaign in 1973. He

graduated from Tougaloo College of

Tougaloo, Mississippi in 1955 and from

Meharry Medical College in Nashville,

Tennessee in 1959. He was a member of

the National Dental Association and the

American Dental Association.

Dr. Norman was a Prince Hall 32nd degree

Mason and was a member of the Lone Star

Masonic Lodge. He was a founding member

of Sigma Xi Chapter of Omega Psi.

He was Lieutenant Colonel in the United

States Air Force. He served in Japan, New

Hampshire, Texas and Washington DC. He

was also a member of the Air National Guard Reserve.

 

This Legacy Is Yours Too was a cooperative effort between the National Council of African

American Men and the Early American Museum.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home Planning

Your Visit

Programs &

Exhibits

About the

Museum

Volunteer

Opportunities

Collections &

Research



 

 

 

 

 

 



THIS LEGACY IS YOURS TOO:

Celebrating the Lasting Contributions of

African American Men

Please select the biography you wish to view

from the list below.

Nathaniel Banks

Vernon Barkstall

James R.Burgess

Carlos Donaldson

William Dye

Richard Roy Edwards,

Sr.

Dr. Harry D.Ellis

James H. Hayes,

Jr.Cyprus Hughes

Minor W. Jackson III

John Cleo Snapper

Johnson, Sr.

Lt.Col. Norman

Lambert

Albert R. Lee

Robert Eugene Lewis

Bruce Nesbitt

Dr.Philip Norman

William Patterson

Danis Pelmore

Charles Phillips

David Session

Pastor Claude E. Shelby

Sr.

Clarence Shelley

George Smith and

family

William Walter Smith

Joe A. Stovall

Kenneth Stratton

Willie Summerville

Reverend B. J. Tatum

Larry Taylor

Taylor Thomas

Terry Townsend

Bishop King James

Underwood

Preston Williams

Willie Williams

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. William M. Patterson

Dr. William M. Patterson, married father of three is an Assistant

Visiting Professor in the Afro American Studies and Research

Program at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Dr.

Patterson's work concentrates on linking the academy (higher

education institutions) with public schools, corporate America, and

social service organizations such as the Urban League, YMCA'S and

Boys and Girls Clubs. "My biggest concern," says Dr. Patterson, "is

the disconnect of the current educational law 'No Child Left Behind'

and those that it is supposed to serve and benefit."

Partnerships and collaborative relationships are not new to Dr.

Patterson. From programs such as Cyber Club, Nature's Playground,

B.E.S.T., and First String, Inc. Dr. Patterson has been able to

demonstrate the significance of educational and social

development partnerships to enhance the educational awareness and social responsibility of at-

risk students.

Dr. Patterson is known on a national level for developing innovative ways to reach students

both educationally and socially. He has been keynote speaker, researcher, program developer,

and youth trainer for the past ten years at National Urban League, NULITES Youth Summit,

Indianapolis Circle City Frontiers, Inc., and a host of public schools and youth serving

organizations around the country. Dr. Patterson is a strong advocate for teaching youth how to

take control of their multi-media image. By developing programs such as B.E.A.T.S. (Bridging,

Education Arts, Technology, Scholastically), Rhyme Clinic, and All Girlz Radio, many youth have

been empowered to get involved in the mechanics of taking control of their life information as

well as their social image.

Dr. Patterson's philosophies on advocacy through education have extended well beyond the

elementary and secondary level. From developing and teaching courses with progressive

pedagogy such as Service Learning from a Hip Hop Perspective, Black Leadership

Development, and KRS-ONE: Hip Hop Artistry and Social Activism, Dr. Patterson's methods for

reclaiming today's youth are resonating well with college students who flock to his courses for

dialogue and debate about how to best address social issues that are plaguing many of today's

youth. Their energy and combined with the interest amongst faculty about Hip Hop culture has

inspired Dr. Patterson to investigate the development of the Center for the Study of Hip Hop

Culture, a research, teaching, and service learning initiative that will provide student and

faculty research with a foundation of authenticism for engaging phenomenon impacting

constituents born in the post civil-rights era.
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Danis R. Pelmore

Danis was born and raised in Champaign; he attended

Central High School and graduated in 1987. He attended

Parkland College and earned a certificate in Micro

Computer Programming, in 1989, before transferring to

Illinois State University. He then earned an A.A., Applied

Associates in Science from Heartland Community College

located in Bloomington in 1994. In 1995, he earned a B.A.,

in Applied Social Sciences in the study of Sociology from

Illinois State University in Bloomington. He has since

completed additional course work in the field of real

estate.

Danis Pelmore is a Realtor for RE/MAX Realty Associates,

in Champaign; he is an independent agent who serves the

needs of the community in the real estate market. He is

also a Systems Technical Analyst, providing support for

Tivoli Storage Management (TSM) backup and restore

product for State Farm's nationwide computer

infrastructure of 75,000+ servers and 110,000+

workstations. He has been employed with State Farm Insurance for 14 years.

Danis is currently Vice President of A & R for Double O Entertainment Midwest Region. Double

O Entertainment (DOE) is a multi-faceted music/management/entertainment company based

in Washington, DC. We specialize in Artist Management, Music Production, Artist

Development, Production Placement, with a full Recording Facility (Fully Equipment Pro Tools

Studio), and Promotions (Parties, Clubs, Special Events).

Danis is the current President of the Champaign/Urbana Alumni Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi

Fraternity Incorporated. He has been involved in both the Bloomington/Normal and

Champaign/Urbana communities, where he has assisted with a variety of programs. He

currently serves on the regional board for elections and voting for his fraternity.

Danis is married to LeVette Harmon-Pelmore who teaches at Stratton Elementary School in

Champaign. He is the proud father of 3 children; Adriannah Pelmore (18), Danis Pelmore Jr.

(5), and Lyndon Pelmore (1 ½), and grandfather to, Eriana Williams (1).
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Charles E. Phillips, Sr.

Charles E. Phillips, Sr. was born May 26, 1889 in Kansas City,

Missouri. His parents were Eliza Johnson and Jack Phillips.

He was a grandson of David Johnson, an ex-slave, who was

one of the founders of the Second Baptist Church, now Salem

Baptist.

Early in his career, Mr. Phillips organized and managed his

own musical group. Later he became interested in politics

and moved to Springfield where he served as State Inspector

for the Department of Registration and Education. He

worked with the Council of Social Agencies; assisted in the

organization of the Springfield Urban League; and organized

and promoted the Frederick Douglass Savings and Loan

Company, along with his own mutual insurance company.

In 1939, he returned to Champaign to develop the Supreme

Life Insurance Company and also became deeply involved in

community activities. He was a forerunner in promoting low

cost housing at Carver Park, Burch Village, Dunbar Court and Attucks Place. He was active in

the Boy Scout program through Troop 11 for 25 years. He was appointed a member of the

Champaign Housing Commission and served as honorary vice president of the Champaign

County Urban League. He was elected to the board of the Nelson Home, later to become the

Frances Nelson Health Center. He cooperated and served with the Social Agencies Council and

the C-U League of Women Voters.

The city of Champaign named a street in Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Subdivision in his honor.
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David Session

David Henry Session, the son of Reverend

William Lee and Mrs. Hallie Brown Session, was

born in Hemingway, South Carolina. He was

educated in the Hemingway and Florence

Schools. David graduated from Allen University.

Shortly after graduation, he enlisted in the

United States Air Force. He rose to the rank of

Staff Sergeant and earned medals for

Distinguished Service and Good Conduct. David

married Halestine Jackson.

A job opportunity moved them to Champaign,

Illinois. David worked at Chanute Air Force Base

in Rantoul as an instructor. He was promoted

through the ranks to Supervisor, Training

Specialist and retired as a Training Manager.

David continued his education by attending the

University of Illinois and earned a Master's

degree in Education.

David is a member of Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church, Champaign. He is

Superintendent of the Sunday School, Pastor's Steward, Bible Study Participant and a member

of the Men's Chorus.

In his community activities, David is a former member of the Champaign Human Relations

Commission, the Champaign School Board, and the Fair Housing Bureau Citizens Advisory

Committee. David served as a Little League Baseball Coach, Director of the Boards of Don

Moyer Boys and Girls Club and the Urban League of Champaign County. In addition, David

served as a mentor in the Urbana Schools. He currently serves as a Director on the Board of

Credit Union Plus, a member of the Fire and Police Commission and a member of the NAACP.

He is a life member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.

David and Halestine have two adult sons, Kendal and Darrel (deceased); and two grandchildren

Miesha and Courtney.
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Pastor Claude E. Shelby Sr.

The Reverend Doctor. He is a native of Brooklyn,

Illinois, where he was baptized at the age of 11 at

Southern Tabernacle Baptist Church under the

pastorate of the Reverend M.S. Sykes. 

Pastor Shelby was licensed to preach on April 13,

1958 at the same church under the pastorate the

Reverend Dr. E. Stanley Howlett. He has been

pastor of the following churches: Providence

Baptist Church, St. Louis, Missouri from 1961

to1965; Second Baptist Church, Carlyle, Illinois

from 1965 to 1966; Bridgeton Baptist Church from

1966 to 1981. He has served as pastor of Salem

Baptist Church, the oldest African American

Baptist Church in Champaign since September of

1981. 

His elementary and secondary education was

received through the public Schools of Brooklyn,

Illinois. He attended McKendree College of

Lebanon, Illinois and received a bachelor of liberal

studies from St. Louis University, St. Louis,

Missouri. A diploma in theology was awarded

through American Baptist College.

He also attended the St. Louis Theological Consortium, comprised of Eden Theological

Seminary, Kenrick Seminary , and St. Louis University School of Divinity. He received a master

of science in education from Southern Illinois University of Edwardsville, Illinois with majors in

counseling and behavioral science. He received his doctor of divinity from New World Bible

Institute, Hayti Missouri (Now Anchor Theological Seminary and Bible Institute of Edinburg,

Texas).

Dr. Shelby has given extensive service to the communities wherever he has lived. He has

served on the Board of Education, Brooklyn School District 188 for twenty-three and one-half

years-serving twelve years as board president, several terms as secretary and two terms as

treasurer. He served as chairman of the Joint Agreement Board for Special Education, Districts

188 (Brooklyn} and 189 (East St. Louis}. He served on the board of directors of the St. Clair

County American Cancer Society; advisory council on campus development for State

Community College; member of board of advisors for Black Church Leadership Program of St.

Louis University, Metropolitan College. He served two terms as president of the Ministerial

Alliance of Champaign-Urbana and Vicinity. He presently serves as a member of the Planning

and Implementation Committee for Champaign Unit 4 School District. He was recently

appointed to the board of directors of Canaan Credit Union of Urbana, Illinois. 

On February 4, 2004, Pastor Shelby was recognized with a Crown of Peace Award by the Inter-

religious and International Peace Council for exemplary leadership in reconciliation and

peacemaking. He was one among others honored as ambassadors for peace who have

demonstrated exceptional dedication to promoting reconciliation and unity beyond the

boundaries of race, religion and culture toward a new era of peace for all humanity. The Co-

Chairs for the event were: The Honorable Danny K. Davis, U. S. House of Representatives and

Rev. Dr. Chung Hwan Kwak, Chairman of the Council.
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The Reverend Dr. Claude E. Shelby, Sr. organized the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Advocacy for

Justice Committee in 1985, and has been granted the honor of serving as this group's

president since its inception. This organization sponsors the area's annual observance of the

national holiday honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. They also foster the Living the Dream

Scholarship Program, which usually awards up to 16 One-thousand Dollar scholarships each year

for up to four years. This year 21 scholarships were awarded. These scholarships are awarded

to graduating seniors of Centennial and Central High Schools of Champaign and Urbana High

School of Urbana. The thousand dollars are matched for those attending the University of

Illinois, Urbana-Champaign or Tougoloo College of Mississippi. His organization presently has

over 50 students on scholarship. Since coming to Salem, Pastor Shelby has done much to build

up the body of Christ and to advance His Kingdom. Further, he has led his congregation to

construct a new sanctuary and educational facilities. This includes a community room where

various community meetings are held. 

Dr. Shelby is in his fourth year as moderator of Wood River Baptist District Association, which

is comprised of fifty-four churches across Illinois. It is the oldest continuing African American

association of churches in the nation. He has served Wood River District in the past as

president of the Congress of Christian Education. He had previously served as dean of this

educational organization. He has taught in the East St. Louis Extension of American Baptist

College of Nashville, Tennessee and director of the American Baptist College Extension of

Champaign/Danville, Illinois. Pastor Shelby serves as director of the Scholarship Commission

of Baptist General State Convention of Illinois, which awards five one thousand dollar

scholarships each year to graduating seniors of members of churches of the convention. 

His lovely wife, Montrula, has been an ardent supporter of his service to humanity through his

ministry .They are the parents of six children-two sons and four daughters.
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Clarence Shelley

After earning his Master's Degree from Wayne

State University in Detroit, Mr. Shelley taught

English and Speech at Northeastern High School

for several years. He subsequently developed

programs to facilitate the admission and

retention of minority students in colleges and

universities throughout the Midwest. He has

taught and counseled at the Cranbrook School in

Bloomfield Hills, Dartmouth College in Hanover,

New Hampshire, and Wayne State University. 

Mr. Shelley came to the University of Illinois at

Urbana-Champaign in 1968 to organize one of

the nation's earliest and certainly the largest

minority student recruitment efforts. In 1974 he

was named Dean of Students, and in 1984 he

became Assistant Vice Chancellor and then

Associate Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs. He

presently serves as Special Assistant to the

Chancellor.

He has served on several national educational committees, many of which focuses on higher

educational access and opportunity for low-income and minority students. Among his

publications are The Impact of Black Students on Predominantly White Campuses, The Once

and Future Status of Black Professionals in Higher Education, Staff Development: A Training

Module for Special Services Staff, and "Telling Stories: Students and Administrators Talk About

Retention" in Leveling the Playing Field: Promoting Academic Success for Students of Color. He

has received numerous awards and citations for his service to higher education, with a special

interest in advocacy for those groups that remain underrepresented in American colleges and

universities. In 2002, he was awarded the Chancellor's Medallion for service to the Campus.
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George W. Smith and family

George W. Smith was born a slave,

near Selmar, McNairy County,

Tennessee, on December 3, 1836. At

the early age of nine years, together

with his six brothers and sisters, he

was sold from his mother's side. As

chattel, he brought the sum of

$501.50. It was his duty then to

accompany his purchaser's children to

school and to act as their playmates.

During study hours, he was allowed,

with the other slave boys, to sit on a

bench in the rear of the room.

Even at that age he saw that an education was something worth having and he sat there and

absorbed all that he could. It was a penal offense to teach a slave to read and write and when

the slave-owners discovered he was learning, he was no longer allowed to go to school with the

children.

Mr. Smith was next set to work as assistant to the miller and finally became the miller. Milling

was his trade until 1862. During the Civil War, Mr. Smith served as a scout in the Union army

under General McClelland and as a guide for General Logan in Tennessee and Mississippi.

Losing his health, he came to Springfield, Illinois, where he met and married Mrs. Mary E.

Oglesby Gaines. They had five sons and two daughters.

Mr. Smith chose farming as his lifework. At first it was on a small scale as he farmed in the

summer and chopped wood in the winter. In the spring of 1876, Mr. Smith moved to a tract of

land in Broadlands. Paying for the first 80 acres was the most difficult task of his career, but

he continued to purchase land until he had acquired 440 acres. He was among the very first to

adopt tile drainage; he was remarkably successful in growing corn and in raising hogs; and his

horses were known for their excellent quality.

Mr. Smith never forgot the meager educational opportunities afforded him and spent more

money on educating his children than any other man in the township and he considered it well

invested. Temperate in all things, he was a man of conservative judgment and served often as

juror as well as arbitrator in disputed matters. He had great respect for the rights of other

men. It was his opinion that every man should take an active part in politics. He always voted

but he would never accept office. Mr. Smith died on December 29, 1911. His funeral was one

of the largest in the history of Broadlands.
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William Walter Smith

William Walter Smith, son of George and Mary Oglesby

Gaines Smith was born in Broadlands. In 1900, William W.

Smith became the first African American graduate of the

University of Illinois. He received his Bachelor's Degree in

Civil Engineering and was the first editor of the Illini

newspaper, now The Daily Illini, during 1899 and 1900. He

was a member of the football team, playing tackle.

Mr. Smith was employed by Armour & Co and was sent by

them to the Argentine Republic to oversee the building of

elevators, warehouses, refrigerating plants and other

construction work on their vast holdings in that country. He

made a 5,000-mile journey to Pennsylvania to claim his

bride, Anna Allen on August 20, 1911. On January 3, 1922,

Mr. Smith petitioned the Court to change his name to Walter

Smith Oglesby and he is so listed in The Semi-Centennial Alumni Record of the University of

Illinois.
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Joe A. Stovall

Joe A. Stovall is the youngest child of four of the late Robert

L. Stovall and Claudyne Stovall. He was born on the south

side of Chicago at Cook County Hospital on March 9th, 1964.

His family moved to Champaign when he was around 3 yrs

old. Joe grew up in Champaign on the corner of lst and

Church St. He attended Booker T. Washington Elementary

School and was one of the original members of the Boys Club

along with his older brother, Robert Jr. He attended Edison

Middle School and graduated from Central H.S. in 1982. Joe

was involved in various activities in high school. He was an

honor roll student and lettered his junior & senior year in

basketball.

Joe attended Quincy College in the fall of 1982. He was a

member of the Quincy Hawks varsity basketball team. Joe

majored in Mathematics while attending Quincy. When he

recognized he was vertically challenged (Too Short!) he

decided to transfer to Illinois State University in Normal. Joe majored in Chemistry at ISU, and

received a B.S. in 1988. 

After graduation, Joe worked for Dow Chemical in Midland, MI in their Technical Services and

Development Dept. Joe worked with polymer plastics for over one year. One project he worked

on was lining plastic cereal bags with Saran to increase the shelf-life of cereal. This is now

done by Post Cereal for their various cereals. Joe worked for Dow Chemical unti11989. 

After Dow Chemical, Joe became an employee with State Farm Insurance. He has held several

positions: Claim Rep., Sr. Claim Rep., Claim Spec., and Claim Support Supervisor. In 1996,

Joe was recruited into the agency force. He became an agent with State Farm in 1997. He

currently runs his own agency in Champaign.

Joe is heavily involved in the community. He is the President of the Urban Business Network.

He will become Board President of the Don Moyer's Boys & Girls Club in April 2004. He is an

avid supporter of the Urban League of Champaign County. He is a sponsor, coach and

volunteer for 1st String, Inc., Instructor for the Junior Achievement program, and Mentor's

through the Talks mentoring program.

Joe is married to Elizabeth Stovall. They have two sons, Jamir-9 and Jamal-7. They currently

reside in Champaign.
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Kenneth O. Stratton

The youngest of seven children, Stratton

received a bachelor's degree from the University

of Illinois in 1950 and a master's degree in 1952.

During his career (33 years) with the Champaign

Unit 4 School District, Kenneth Stratton served

as both a teacher and an administrator. He

served as president of the Champaign Education

Association as well. In 1961, Stratton was

elected the first African American council

member in the City of Champaign.

Mr. Stratton was a member of the William F.

Earnest American Legion Post 559; served on

the Board of Directors of United Way and the

Frances Nelson Health Center. He was a charter

member of the Don Moyer Boys Club, and the

Champaign County Urban League.

Mr. Stratton was active in the civil rights

movement; was a member of the Black Coalition

for Equal Opportunity Employment and helped

organize for integration in the Champaign

school system, Champaign housing, and the hiring practices in the downtown Champaign

stores and at Burnham Hospital. Stratton Elementary School was named in his honor.
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Willie T. Summerville

Mr. Willie T. Summerville was born in Sunshine (Ashley

County), Arkansas, and finished the T. W. Daniel High

School of Crossett, Arkansas. He graduated from Arkansas

AM&N College (presently called the University of Arkansas at

Pine Bluff) with a B.S. Degree in Music Education. He is also

a graduate of the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

Campus, where he received the M.S. Degree in Music

Education. He has done further study at several other major

universities.

Some of his awards include: the Outstanding Young Educator

Award of Champaign-Urbana; the Illinois Citizen of the Year

from the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity Inc.; Outstanding Black

Educator Award from Delta Sigma Theta Sorority; Honorary

Citizen of Fort Worth, Texas; a Special Citation from the

Governor of Illinois for his work with the youth of Illinois; Public Citizen of the Year (1994) by

the National Association of Social workers; 1994 Winner of the Vocational Achievement Award

by the Urbana Rotary Club; 1995 Martin Luther King Award from the Champaign Human

Relations Commission; a 1995 "Golden Apple Award" from WICD Channel 15 News Station for

outstanding teaching; voted Outstanding Teacher of the Month by the Urbana Middle School

Student Council; and a declaration of January 12, 1995 as "W.T. Summerville Day" in

Champaign. In 1998, he was named by President Clinton as one of the Hometown Heroes in

Education and in 1999; he was awarded the Martin Luther King Outstanding Achievement

Award for the City of Urbana. Mr. Summerville received the Martin Luther King Educator Award

of 2000 from Parkland College. He was also named Teacher of the Year by the Wal-Mart

Corporation of Champaign. Most recently, he was awarded the Man of the Year Award from the

National Council of African American Men of Champaign County.

He has been a guest clinician/director at more than 20 school district music festivals; and

fourteen universities. He recently lectured to prospective music educators on diversity and

inclusion at Ohio State University in Columbus, Ohio. He has conducted Gospel Music/Church

Music Seminars at over 42 churches across the United States, and has performed similar duties

as a guest of the U. S. Chief of Chaplains Office for the United States Air Force at home and

abroad. He has been the clinician at 24 military bases in this country and in England and

Germany.

He is presently employed as Choral Music Director of the Urbana Middle School 8th Grade

Chorus; and the Director of the Urbana High School Concert Choir, which was invited to sing in

the St. Peter's Basilica in Rome, Italy, in 1999. In 2002, the UHS Concert Choir sang in the

Carnegie Hall. The Choir also performed at the famous Riverside Church of New York City and

at Dawling College of Long Island, New York. In 2003, the Choir toured the St. Louis area and

performed at local high schools and the University of Missouri.

Mr. Summerville is a member of the Canaan Baptist Church Board of Deacons and treasurer of

the Canaan Foundation that supports the Canaan Academy of Urbana. He is a charter member

of Canaan's SWAT Team (Soul Winning Action Team). He teaches the Adult Sunday School

class, and he is active in other church and civic organizations throughout the Urbana-

Champaign area. Mr. Summerville is also Minister of Music at the Canaan Baptist Church of

Urbana, Illinois; Director/Organist of the St. Luke CME New Life Choir in Champaign.

Mr. Summerville has been married for 37 years to Mrs. Valerian A. Summerville and they have
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3 children and two wonderful grandsons.
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Rev. B. J. Tatum

Rev. B. J. Tatum is a native of Marshall, Texas. His

ministry began at age five, and he was ordained as

a Minister of the Gospel at age twelve. Prior to

relocating to Urbana in 1971, he was employed on

the managerial level at Motorola, Inc. in Chicago.

As Founding and Senior Pastor of Canaan Baptist

Church in Urbana, Rev. B. J. Tatum instituted a

plethora of Evangelism and Discipleship ministries

that have impacted the Champaign-Urban

community. The ministries at Canaan are replete

with Expository Preaching, Effective Teaching,

Educational Excellence, Economic Empowerment,

Entrepreneurship, and an Environment of Hope for

Substance Abusers.

Rev. Tatum implemented an Evangelistic Soul

Winning Action Team (SWAT) that has canvassed

neighborhoods since June 8, 1980 sharing the Good News of the Gospel with lost souls. Over

35,000 homes have been visited, and more than 1,500 souls have been saved.

A Discipleship Follow-Up Ministry was launched February 15, 1988. People Available to Contact

and Encourage (PACE) encourage and edify weak and backslidden Christians.

Rev. Tatum is Superintendent of Canaan Academy, a private elementary school which he

envisioned over 20 years, and which became a reality September 9, 1996. Under his

leadership, construction of a new building for grades Pre-Kindergarten through five was

completed in 1999. Students are academic achievers, and are scoring in the 97th percentile

nationwide. The school is recognized by the Illinois State Board of Education.

He is Director and CEO of Canaan Credit Union, the fulfillment of his dream for economic

empowerment that offers a practical approach to solving the problem of persistent economic

violence that has historically plagued the African American community. The Credit Union

opened its window to the future October 12, 2001. People now "Bank at God's House." He is

President and CEO of Canaan Development Foundation, a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization.

Canaan's Substance Abuse Ministry was the model for a separate male and female residential

SAFE House (Substance Abuse Free Environment) where men and women can break free from

controlling addictions and troublesome habits. SAFE House is recognized by the Champaign

County Court System as an option for substance abusers.

A mentoring Ministry for men and women and boys and girls emanated from his weekly Men's

Discipleship Class that is designed to empower African American men in the areas of

parenting, successful relationships, self-esteem, and being role models in the community.

Rev. Tatum was an Auxiliary Chaplain at Chanute Air Force Base in Rantoul and served 12

years as Pastor/Director of a Sunday Inspirational Hour. He was the first African American

Chaplain to provide worship services and pastoral duties. He traveled to other Air Bases

preaching the Gospel and establishing an Inspirational Hour. Rev. Tatum received international

prominence when he was invited as guest evangelist to the United States Armed Forces in

Crete, Greece. This Christian mission was highlighted by the baptizing of four candidates in

the Aegean Sea, which was a "first" for the Island of Crete.
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He and his wife, Barbara, are parents of three children: Stephanie Tatum, Ph.D., College

Professor in New York; Bryant Tatum, Principal of Canaan Academy and a doctoral student at

the University of Illinois; and Yolanda Tatum-Brown, a registered pharmacist in Houston,

Texas. (A daughter, Pamela, is deceased. She was a Probation Officer.) They have 3

grandsons.

This Legacy Is Yours Too was a cooperative effort between the National Council of African

American Men and the Early American Museum.
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Larry T. Taylor

Larry T. Taylor holds a Master's of Science degree in

Education from Eastern Illinois University. He

attended John Marshall High School on the Westside

of Chicago Illinois and graduated from Rantoul High

School in the bicentennial year of 1976.

Shortly thereafter, he joined the Army and was

stationed at Scholdfield Barracks in Hawaii where he

served two of his three years of active duty. During

that time, he received various awards to include:

Trainee Leader of the cycle and Colonel's Orderly.

After Larry was honorably discharged from the

military, he started here at Parkland College,

majoring in business. He earned a Associates in

Business Management and a Liberal Arts degree

before transferring to Eastern Illinois University in

Charleston, Illinois.

Mr. Taylor was selected as a PROF (Professors Of

the Future) scholar in September 1999. He became a full-time Instructor, teaching Psychology

at Parkland College where he now teaches part-time and has a full-time position as the Middle

School Advisor for Talent Search of the TRIO program. Mr. Taylor has also taught GED and

Orientation to College classes at Parkland College.

Prior to his employment at Parkland College, Mr. Taylor was employed at Prairie Center in

Urbana Illinois, as an Addiction's Counselor. As a counselor, he developed therapy groups,

conducted therapy group sessions and facilitated client treatment plans. He also conducted

individual counseling sessions and maintained client's records.

Mr. Taylor is the father of three daughters and is married to his wife, Anita, who is also

employed at Parkland. He and his wife met in High School and have been married for 20 years.

Larry has various hobbies and loves to play chess.
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Taylor Thomas

Taylor Thomas, the son of Woodward and Alice Thomas, was

born in 1911 at Burnham Hospital. He was raised in

Champaign and entered first grade as the only African

American student in his school. He was educated in the

Champaign schools. After graduation he entered Tennessee

College where he majored in history and English. After

graduation he worked from 1937-1940 for the Farm Security

Administration in Indianapolis. From 1940-1944, illness kept

him bedfast most of the time. Following recovery, he was

employed as a supervisor of the Unit Personnel Service

Records Section at Chanute Air Force Base. He served as

director of Douglass Community Center from 1945-1948 and

was held in such high regard that he was nominated for the

Champaign City Council in 1947.

Mr. Thomas began his teaching career in 1948 in the upper grades in an all-black Danville

school where he served until 1956. He was vice president of the Danville Education Association

in 1954. At Danville he was also a successful coach of football, basketball and track. Mr.

Thomas became the first African American teacher employed in the Urbana school system in

1956, teaching history and sociology in the junior and senior high schools and in 1958 he

became a full-time teacher in the senior high school. He was appointed Assistant Principal of

Urbana High School in 1968 and was promoted to Assistant Superintendent for Student

Services in 1972, the post he held until his retirement in 1977.

Taylor continued his studies through the years and obtained a Master's Degree in 1951 and in

1955, an Advanced Certificate in Educational Administration from the University of Illinois. Mr.

Thomas was elected President of the Urbana Teachers Association in 1959. In 1961 the

students dedicated their yearbook, the Rosemary, to Taylor Thomas. In 1970 he was elected

Secretary of the Illinois High School Dean of Students Association and he was given Life

Membership in the Illinois PTSA. In 1977, he was made an honorary Commissioner of the

Champaign Park District.

Taylor Thomas continued to be active in civic affairs after his retirement working with

organizations such as: the Youth Allocation Committee of the United Fund, the Family Service

Administrative Committee, the Wesley Foundation Child Development Personnel Committee,

the Urban League, Don Moyers Boys' Club, and NAACP. Taylor Thomas was recognized for his

outstanding citizenship and public service in 1980 as the recipient of the Urbana Exchange Club

Book of Golden Deeds Award. Taylor Thomas was a member of the Bahai faith. He was

chairman of the original group of seven that organized the church in Champaign in 1950.

Taylor married the former Mary Grace Jordan in 1945. 
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Terry Townsend

Mr. Townsend has been active in Civil Rights for more than

a decade. In 1968, shortly after Dr. Martin Luther King's

death, Champaign Unit 4 schools created a scholarship in his

name and Terry was a recipient of this scholarship for his

work in improving race relations. He brought the Community

Reinvestment Act to the attention of community leaders

which resulted in banks increasing their efforts to make

loans to African Americans. He is a contributor to the new

book, Black Power on Campus - The University of Illinois

1965-1975. He served as a Housing Commissioner for 10

years.

In 2002, Mr. Townsend created the African American High School Reunion - the largest event

of this type in America. A native of Champaign, he is a University of Illinois Honors Graduate.

Recently, he took advantage of the State of Illinois early retirement initiative.
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Bishop King James Underwood

King James Underwood, Sr. was born to

Sarah Parson Underwood and Judge

Underwood on April 24, 1938, the 9th of 10

siblings in Pantherburn, Mississippi. King

James came to live with his sister, Mrs.

Rosetta Williams, her husband Ike Williams

and their family in Urbana when he was

about 7 years old. He worked full-time while

completing high school in Urbana. Other

than the time he spent in the United States

Navy, he has lived in Urbana-Champaign.

Education: Certificate from Illinois Institute

of Technology; B.A. in Theology; B.A. in

Rehabilitation Counseling; M.A. in Religious

Education; Doctor of Ministry; Doctor of

Divinity (Honorary).

Employment: University of Illinois, Illini

Union and Housing Division; General and

Sub-Building Contractor (renovation of homes and churches - built New Free Will Baptist

Church); Alloy Engineering and Casting Company.

Community and Spiritual Services: Spiritual Counselor and Advisor to Danville Correctional

Center; Champaign County Jail, University of Illinois, Eastern Illinois University, and Indiana

University student outreach; Boy Scouts; tutorial programs;Urban League of Champaign

County; NAACP; Citizens Concerned with Quality Education; Ministerial Alliance of Champaign-

Urbana and Vicinity; Rainbow Push Coalition Advisory Board of Champaign County; Dr. Martin

Luther King Jr. Advocacy for Justice Committee; Empty Tomb; benefited the community

spiritually, culturally and financially by sponsoring Free Will Baptist District, Regional and Youth

Conferences; Mayoral proclamation of "Bishop King James Underwood Day" in Urbana, Illinois.
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Preston Williams Jr, Ed.D.

Dr. Preston Williams. Jr. is the Deputy

Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction for

District #116. Preston came to us from Kankakee,

Illinois. He completed his undergraduate degree at

Indiana State University as a double major in social

science education and African American Studies

with an emphasis on political science and U.S.

History.

Preston developed an interest in education at an

early age. He began tutoring as a junior in high

school as he enjoyed helping younger children. He

continued to tutor elementary school children

through his high school the summer of his senior

year and continued to enjoy his experiences.

His teaching experiences first began at Kankakee

East Ridge High School as a permanent substitute

for sixth months.

He then began teaching in the special education area at an alternative education center, while

receiving his S.E.D. (Social and Emotionally Disturbed) certification in night classes through

Illinois State University and the National College of Education. He then received a job offer

from Champaign Centennial High School to teach U.S. History and consumer education. Then

he moved onto District 116, first to teach at UHS and then as an assistant principal at UMS.

The next step in his career was a move over to Central Office as the Director of Human

Resources, and finally to the Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction in 1998.

Preston and his wife, Ivy were married in 1983 and have two children, Jacquelyn and Preston

III. Ivy is employed in Champaign Unit Four School District.

Preston received his Ed.D. in May 2000 and is now the Deputy Superintendent of Curriculum

and Instruction. His hobbies include: reading, chess, backgammon, walking, traveling,

coaching, and spending time with his family.

Preston enjoys working for Urbana School District 116 and living in the community of

Champaign-Urbana. "My favorite part of living in this community is the people because

Champaign-Urbana has such a diverse population, racially and culturally. Living in a university

town has many positives. My family has the opportunity to be a part of many different cultures

in a small area. I think that is great!"
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Willie Williams

A three-time All-American and two-time NCAA

champion in the outdoor 100 meters, Williams

won a gold medal as a member of the 4 x 100

relay squad at the 1955 Pan American Games in

Mexico. He also was a two-time 100 meter

finalist in the 1952 and 1956 Olympic trials.

Williams earned a B.S. from the University of

Illinois in physical education and his M.S. from

Indiana University in health education. An Indiana

native, Williams taught and coached track for 11

years at West Side High School in Gary, Indiana,

where his squads gathered five state titles. He is

a member of the Indiana Track and Field Hall of

Fame, the Gary (IN) Track and Field Hall of Fame

and coached the 1988 Saudi Arabian Olympic

team.

Williams resides in Urbana with his wife Barbara.

He is the proud father of two daughters; Darla

Williams-Tucker and Margot Williams and grandfather to two grandsons; Thomas Rasheed II

and Julian Lloyd Tucker. 
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Mary Alexander

Mary Alexander was born in a small Tennessee town

and came to Champaign in 1938 after college

graduation. She came with the idea that

employment opportunities would be plentiful, open

housing was in place, but she found this was not

true, so she set about the work of trying to improve

the plight of the African-American populace.

She joined forces with the League of Women Voters

to improve housing opportunities and to bring more

programs into the schools that would serve the

underprivileged children.

In 1954, she became a member of the newly

organized Council for Community Integration, spearheaded by W. Ellison Chalmers

and many interested faculty members. It was an interracial organization whose

goal was to persuade the community to value persons and make no distinction

because of race, creed or nationality.

She co-founded the Champaign-Urbana Improvement Association headed by the

late Reverend Graves. Its basic purpose was to crumble the walls of segregation in

employment. The first project was to picket the new J. C. Penney Store. A boycott

was formed and after three weeks, J. C. Penney opened its employment to

African-Americans. Several local businesses followed.

Mary Alexander has been active in many school and community organizations

including P.T.A., the Urban League, the Champaign Human Relations Commission

and the East Central Illinois Area Office on Aging. She is a lifetime member of the

Salem Baptist Church and Church Women United.

She retired from the University of Illinois as a Food Service Administrator after

more than 25 years of service. She is the mother of two daughters and two sons.
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Patricia Avery

Patricia Avery, a native of Champaign County,

was raised by her grandparents, David and

Nannie Green. David Green was a Roofer by

trade and Nannie was a Housekeeper. She is a

graduate of Centennial High School and a

continuing education student at Parkland

College. It is to her grandmother that she gives

the credit for teaching her life's most valuable

lessons, i.e. hard work, respect for yourself,

your elders and your neighbors. With these

principles instilled in her mind and heart,

Patricia's interest in philanthropic work grew as

she became involved in many and varied

organizations, i.e. the Y.W.C.A., study circles,

Best Interest of Children, Court Advocate for

Victims of Domestic Violence at a Woman's

Fund.

Her work in County Government began in 1986 in the Office of the County Auditor

and County Recorder. In 1996, she was the first African-American Woman ever

appointed or elected to a Champaign County office. In 1998, she ran again for the

Champaign County Board and won, being the first African-American to win in a

district outside of District #5 in Champaign County. On December 4, 2000, she

became the first woman, the first African-American and the first Democrat to

chair the Champaign County Board.

Many honors have been bestowed on her through the years. Among them, are the

Martin Luther King Outstanding Achievement Award, the Green Meadows Girl

Scout Award for increasing opportunities for girls and women in sports and was

nominated for the "Y.W.C.A's" Forgotten Achiever's Award.

She is the mother of one daughter, two sons and foster mother of two sons.
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Carrie Pope Banks

Carrie Pope Banks was born in Champaign, Illinois at

808 North Prairie Street, the daughter of Cecil and

Carrie Lee Pope. She attended the Gregory School,

the Champaign Junior High School (now Central) and

graduated from the Champaign Senior High School

(now Edison Middle School) in 1940. She attended

the University of Illinois for two years.

During WW II, Carrie took and passed the Civil

Service Exam, entered and completed a brief

training period in Chicago after which she worked

until the War was over. Meanwhile she became

engaged to Mr. Nathaniel Banks who was stationed in Germany as Army Personnel

and upon his discharge on December 7, 1945, they planned for a wedding on June

2, 1946, in the Bethel A.M.E. Church. To this union were born three children,

Nathaniel C. Banks, Deborah Banks and David Banks. Carrie was a stay-at-home

Mom until 1962 until their children were at an age when she could apply for and

accept employment outside the home.

Carrie Pope Banks started her career with the Illinois Power Company in 1962 and

retired in 1987 after 25 years of service. Her late husband spent more than 30

years as an employee of the University of Illinois, retiring in 1984. He died in

1998. They were married for 52 years.

Carrie belonged to the Bethel A.M.E. Church where she was a member of the

Choir; the Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Lay Organization and the Lou Anna

Riley Missionary Society; she also was a member of the Deborah Chapter #27,

Order of Eastern Star (founded by her Grandmother Louetta Smith Lee) and the

Committee on African-American History in Champaign County.

Carrie Pope Banks was the proud Grandmother of three wonderful grandsons, the

children of Nathaniel and Lisha Banks.
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Imani Bazzell

Imani Bazzell is the founder and director of

SisterNet, a local network of African American

women committed to the physical, emotional,

intellectual and spiritual health of Black women.

In addition, she works as a consultant with

educators, unions, nonprofit and state agencies,

and community-based organizations on racial

justice, gender justice, health care access and

leadership development.

As the coordinator of ACE - African Americans

for Accountability in Education, she works with

parents, educators, administrators and

concerned community members to correct

disparities in the educational experiences of

Black children and their families.

Imani's other membership and organizing

activities include: Women Against Racism; Champaign County Breast Cancer

Coalition; Family Services Self-help Center; Champaign Schools Equity Planning

and Implementation Committee; National Racial Justice Educators and Organizers;

National Coalition on Racism in Sports and Media; National Black Women's Health

Project; and the Black Radical Congress.

Imani has lived in Champaign-Urbana for 17 years. She is married and the mother

of three children ages 14, 11, and 4. Pictured here is Imani, along with her four-

year-old daughter Aminah holding an historic Bazzell family photograph of her

great-great grandmother, great grandfather and great aunts and uncle.
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  Mary Haywood Benson

Mary Haywood Benson was raised in Chicago and

moved to Champaign in 1970. She worked at

various jobs in the community including the

Commercial Bank for 5 years and Kraft Foods for

25 years. She retired on April 1, 2000. Mary has

an Associate Degree in General Studies and a

Bachelor of Arts Degree in Business

Administrations. In addition, she is certified as a

bank teller. Ms. Benson is a member of Bethel

A.M.E. Church and has served in many capacities,

currently as President of the Lou Anna Riley

Missionary Society and Secretary for the Lay

Organization. She is the mother of three children:

Greta, Terence, and Boris; grandmother of five:

Latrice, Zakryscha, Darrell, Delander and Eugenia;

Great-Grandmother of two: Derrion and Talaysia.

Her favorite hobby is surfing the Web.
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Lila Bromwell Benton

Lila Bromwell Benton was born June 15, 1872, the

daughter of James and Sarah Bromwell of

Champaign, Illinois. She attended elementary,

Junior High and graduated from Champaign Senior

High School in 1891. After graduation, she was

married to Luster Johnson and to this union was

born two daughters, Helen and Marion. Mr. Johnson

died in 1917.

Both daughters were graduates of the University of

Illinois and pursued professional careers, Marian in

teaching and Helen in secretarial work.

In 1918, Lila married Mr. Edward Benton. They both

were staunch members of the Salem Baptist Church.

She became a member in 1887. Mrs. Benton sang in

the choir and served her Church faithfully in many

ways. According to Church Records, Mrs. Benton was

awarded a Certificate of Recognition for 50 years of service to the Salem Baptist

Church in 1937.
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 Erma Scott Bridgewater

Erma Scott Bridgewater, a native of Champaign,

was born on Tremont Street in the north part of

the city in 1913. She was the daughter of

Raymond Mac and Sarah Wilson Scott. She

attended Champaign schools and was a 1937

graduate of the University of Illinois. In 1939,

the City of Champaign created the Department

of Recreation to replace the W.P.A. programs

and she became Director of the program at

Douglass Center. She married Cecil Bridgewater

of Tuscola, Illinois. They had three children:

Cecil, Ron and Cassandra.

Mrs. Bridgewater was employed as Relocation

Officer for the Urban Renewal Program and later

she was named Housing Specialist for the

Community Development program. After twenty four years of employment with

the City of Champaign, she retired in 1982. In 1991, she underwent a successful

operation for breast cancer.

She has served on various boards and committees. She is a charter member of the

local graduate chapter of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and a charter member of

the local chapter of NCNW. She has been a member of Bethel A.M.E. Church since

age 12 and a member of the Bethel Choir for 70 years. Her hobby is swimming.

She swims 30 laps five days a week and adds 6 more on her birthday to make a

mile. Her goal is to swim a mile on her 90th birthday. Her favorite Bible verse is "I

can do all things through Christ who strengthens me."
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Clara Bright

I was born in Edwards, Mississippi on April 29, 1933,

one of nine children born to Joe and Hattie Laws. My

elementary, junior high and high school education

was completed in Edwards, Mississippi. In 1951, I

moved to Champaign, Illinois and was married to

Philip Bright. To this union were born eight children,

three of whom are deceased.

My career as a beauty consultant began in 1973

when I was employed by Carson Pirie Scott and

Company in Lincoln Square, Urbana, as a Counter

Manager in the Cosmetics Department. I was the

first Beauty Consultant for Fashion Fair Cosmetics in

this area. Mr. John C. Johnson, owner and publisher

of Ebony magazine, produced Fashion Fair

Cosmetics and one of the job requirements was to

attend his seminars and workshops on retailing the

products. In 1990 when Carson Pirie Scott was taken over by Bergner's, I remained

there as Counter Manager in the Cosmetics Department until my retirement.

Additionally, I did the "makeovers" for the young ladies who participated in the

Cotillion; for fashion shows locally; for guests on local television stations; and for

models in the Black Mom's Day Fashion Show at the University of Illinois.

I am a member of the Macedonia Baptist Church in Champaign. Presently I serve

as Superintendent of the Sunday School; and Secretary of the Board of Trustees. I

supervise the Usher Board consisting of 24 junior and senior ushers and fill in for

other services in my church as needed.

My hobbies are cooking, fishing and sports. Early on I played with the Women's

Softball team at the Douglass Recreation Center.
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Willie Campbell

I was born in Earle, Arkansas in 1922, the only child of

William and Rosa Mason. I started grammar school in

Earle, Arkansas. My family moved to Marion, Arkansas,

where I finished grammar school. My father was a School

Teacher and also the Superintendent of Black Schools in

the area. My mother was a housewife who also served as

midwife to families both Black and White and earned a

Certificate in Midwifery.

Since there was no high school in Marion, Arkansas, my

parents sent me to the B. T. Washington High School in

Memphis, Tennessee, some 17 miles away. Meanwhile,

my father applied for and received help from the

Rosenwold Foundation to build a high school in Marion

and also a trade school for boys in Crawfordsville,

Arkansas. I graduated from the new high school in

Marion, Arkansas.

With a High School Diploma in hand, one could be a Teacher in Arkansas, so during the

semester of 1938, I assisted Mrs. Shivers, the Principal of the three-room school in

Marion. In the Fall of 1938, I went to the Arkansas A&M College in Pine Bluff, Arkansas

for 3 years. I got married to Mr. Isadore Banks. To this union was born 4 children. Mr.

Banks was killed in a car accident. I went back to school and graduated in 1942. I

started teaching Home Economics at Wonder City High School in West Memphis,

Arkansas and remained there for 9 years.

I later married Mr. Campbell and moved to Chicago. I taught for 4 years (1953-1957)

at various schools in the Chicago area. Then I moved to Champaign, Illinois in the Fall

of 1958. Not being able to get a job in my field of education, I worked as a domestic. I

applied for and got a job at the University of Illinois and worked in the College of

Agricultural Economics under Dr. McCullum; I took job-related courses and when Dr.

McCullum passed away, I left the Department to work on a Master's Degree. I started

working with the Community Outreach Worker Program through the University of

Illinois and the City of Champaign, helping to get the Frances Nelson Health Center in

place. My responsibilities included recruiting Doctors, Dentists and Laboratory

Technicians and Nurses to staff the Center and serve as Coordinator. I worked with

the State Director of D.C.F.S. and in 1972, I took and passed the Civil Service Test

and was hired as a licensed Representative of D.C.F.S. I retired from that position in

1988.

Since retirement, I have been active with the Baha'i Faith; the Champaign County

Section of the National Council of Negro Women and was President for two years; the

Senior Citizen's Program at Douglass Center, and maintain membership in the

Champaign County Urban League. My hobbies are painting, flower and vegetable

gardening and I love fishing.
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Bernice McKinley Chambers

Bernice McKinley Chambers was born on May 28,

1907 in Shelby, Mississippi, a daughter of Albert

and Mary Jane Jackson McKinley. Her family moved

to Champaign in 1917 where she completed her

formal education in the Champaign School System.

She was employed by the University of Illinois as a

Cook and retired some 25 years later as a Food

Service Administrator. After retirement, she was in

charge of the Peace Meal Program at the Douglass

Senior Center, for 18 years.

Under the pastorate of Reverend R. D. Hayden, she

joined the Salem Baptist Church where she sang in

the choir and served as President of the Gospel

Choir. She was a regular attendee at Sunday School

and BYPU and served as an Assistant Church Clerk.

She was a member and past Matron of the Deborah Chapter #27, Eastern Star,

the Daughters of Isis and held several offices of the Eureka Grand Chapter of

Prince Hall Affiliation of Illinois.
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Lucille Clark

Lucille Clark was born in Canton, Illinois, the

daughter of William A. and Cora Coleman, on

March 25, 1932, and the 9th of 13 children. Her

mother was a Virginian born Christian woman,

her father, a Mississippi born educated farmer.

All of the children graduated from Canton High

School. After school and on weekends, she

worked as a domestic and had babysitting jobs

to earn money for her education and was able to

earn enough money to pay for her 3-year

Nursing Courses.

She was the first woman of color to enter and

graduate from Graham Hospital School of

Nursing. There was a stipulation attached, that

if she didn't make it, no other women of color

would follow. The night she graduated, she

volunteered to work the 11:00 P.M. to 7:00 A.M. shift. As it turned out, she

delivered a baby. The doctor didn't make it from home that night. During her

course of training, she had affiliations with Cook County Hospital of Chicago on 2

occasions. The Mendota State Hospital of Madison, Wisconsin. She took a post-

graduate course in Obstetrics at the Chicago Lying-In Hospital before moving to

Champaign. She had made arrangements to work at Carle Hospital prior to post-

graduate completion. Her starting date at Carle was July 21, 1955.

She has worked full-time at Carle, attended many seminars, spoke at medical

conventions, served as Community Consultant during the organization phase of

Parkland College's School of Nursing and has held Head Nurse and Management

positions for 19 ½ years. Her true love is "hands-on" patient care. Last year she

received her 45 Years of Service Plaque from Carle Hospital. As of this day, she is

the longest tenured employee at Carle.

On July 10, 1955, she married Jesse D. Clark, Jr., a University of Illinois

Policeman and to this union were born 2 children, a son, Gregory Allen and a

daughter, Cara Lynn.
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Phyllis D. Clark

Phyllis was first elected to the office of City

Clerk in April of 1993. She assumed her duties

as City Clerk in May of 1993. Phyllis is the first

African-American in the history of the City of

Urbana to hold the position of City Clerk. She is

now serving her third term as Urbana City Clerk.

The Clerk's position in Urbana is one that is

primarily record keeping, maintaining the

records of the history of the City of Urbana and

keeper of the City Seal. This office works closely

with all departments in the city as well as the

City Council and is the central information

dissemination center.

Phyllis is involved in her community, from

church to civic. She is a member of Mt. Olive

Baptist Church where she served as 4-H Leader for 6 years and as chairperson for

the last 12 years. Phyllis has served on numerous committees and boards for the

school district such as search committees for principals of elementary, middle and

senior high schools, Special Education Curriculum Board and Middle School Concept

Committee. Phyllis is currently a member of the Concerned Citizens for Quality

Education focus group, National Council of Negro Women, Board of Directors of

BIOC, and Chairperson of the Board of Directors of Champaign County Health Care

Consumers. Phyllis has served as Municipal Clerks of Illinois District IV Director for

two years, President of Central Illinois Municipal Clerks for two years. She also

served as Vice President of the Municipal Clerks of Illinois for one year and is now

in line to serve as President. When she assumes the presidency of the Municipal

Clerks of Illinois, she will be the first African-American to hold this office in the

State of Illinois.

Phyllis was a member of the group of elected officials to complete and graduate

from the first Academy of Municipal Excellence LEAD (Leadership Enhancement

and Development) class that is sponsored through Illinois Municipal League and

the University of Illinois.

Phyllis was awarded the prestigious designation of Certified Municipal Clerk from

the International Institute of Municipal Clerks for her continued training in

municipal excellence, community involvement and leadership quality.

Phyllis is the wife of Lee Clark, the mother of three and the grandmother of four.

Phyllis' hobby is cooking.
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 Octavia Cole

Harriet Octavia (Buckley) Cole was the loving wife of

Edwards J. Cole, Sr., mother of six, grandmother of

thirteen and great-grandmother to eight. Mrs. Cole

relocated from Mississippi in the 1950s to

Champaign, Illinois with her husband and children.

She served in several different employment and

community service capacities within the Champaign-

Urbana area..

Mrs. Cole did not complete her high school education

while in Mississippi, however, wanting to be an

example for her children and others, she was not

content to settle for this.

While working, Mrs. Cole enrolled in classes and received her G.E.D. from the

Opportunities Industrialization Center (OIC). Mrs. Cole had worked as a domestic

engineer, with White Line Laundry, Magnavox, Francis Nelson Health Center,

Eisner Bakery and Sears.

Mrs. Cole's community service accomplishments included membership in Church

Women United; NCNW, Urban League Guild (former President), NAACP,

Champaign County Cooperative Extension Home-Makers (Mary Bethune Unit)

where she had recruited and mentored many young women, 4-H Leader, Cub Scout

Leader, Champaign County Election Judge, Sunday School

Superintendent/Director, Sunday School teacher, Deaconess and Choir member.

She had for many years been a Mt. Olive Baptist Church delegate to the Wood

River District Association, Baptist General State Congress of Illinois and National

Baptist Convention. Mrs. Cole is now deceased.
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Verene Cole

Verene Cole was born January 12, 1910 in Oxford,

Mississippi. She completed her grade and high school

education there. She met and was married to Osborne

Cole, a serviceman. In 1944, her family moved to

Champaign, Illinois. During Mr. Cole's tour of duty, she

traveled to many places, including Europe and the South

Pacific. While living in Champaign with her two children,

she worked as a domestic.

Verene was a member of the St. Luke Christian

Methodist Church under the pastorate of the late

Reverends Bishop and Kennedy and served faithfully on

the Usher Board, and in all areas of service to her

Church.

She was the mother of two, a daughter, Esmus Kinard,

now deceased, one son, Theodore, a granddaughter, Dorothy Kinard and a great

grandchild.
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Lula Conner, My Four Generations

I, Lula Connor, was born in Willis, Texas, the

daughter of Oscar and Lizzie Johnson. At a very

young age, my family moved to Baytowne,

Texas where my father was the Funeral Director

of the Collins-Johnson Funeral Home. My father

is deceased, but my mother, Lizzie is still living.

I lived most of my life in Texas - attended

elementary and junior high and graduated from

Carver High School in Baytowne, Texas. I went

to Prairie View A&M College for two years.

In 1950, I married Alvin Connor and to this union was born two beautiful

daughters, Beverly Connor Lewis and Alva Connor McIntyre. We moved to

Champaign in 1968, where my husband, Alvin, was a Civil Service Employee at

Chanute Air Force Base in Rantoul, Illinois. Alvin died in 1965.

As my mother's health declined, I brought her here from Texas to be close by. She

had always attended and served in many capacities in her church - the St. Luke

C.M.E., for many years. She is now 100 years old and lives in the Heritage Center

Nursing Home in Champaign, Illinois.

Both my daughters are graduates of Champaign Senior High School and were very

active in school as well as church activities. After high school graduation, Alva

attended and graduated from the National College of Education in Evanston,

Illinois. She taught at the Jefferson Middle School for 9 years, prior to moving to

South Carolina where she now teaches. Beverly completed her Nurses Training at

Parkland College and works as a Nurse at the Carle Arbours in Champaign.

 

This Legacy is Yours was a cooperative effort between the National Council of Negro Women,

Champaign County Chapter, and the Museum of the Grand Prairie.

A gold star  denotes original charter members of the Champaign County Section of the

National Council of Negro Women.

 

Home Planning

Your Visit

Programs &

Exhibits

About the

Museum

Volunteer

Opportunities

Collections &

Research



Harris, Blanche

Harris, Zelema

Hassell, Betty Jean

Hendricks, Doris Ruth

Herndon, Wilda

Hill, Davie

Hillsman, Ruthie

Hines, Ruth Woodruff 

Hoskins, Doris Baker

Humphrey, Kathryn

Hursey, Shirley

Jamerson, Dora 

Jamerson, Nannie

Johnson, Helen E.

Jones, Kathryn B.

Jones, Marion

Kennedy, Ethel Mae 

Kinase-Leggett, Haruko

Latham, Ruth

Lee, Luetta Smith

Lewis, Patricia McKinley

Tanner, Mary Louise

Tatum, Stephanie 

Tinsley, Veola

Underwood, Evelyn

Utley, Dorothy Hadley

Vickers-Shelley,Dorothy

Walden, Mary Frances

Varnado

Weathersby, Ruby

Wesley, Vera

White, Mary Lucille

Williams, Margot M.

Williams, Rebecca J. 

Wilson, Winnie

Womble, Crystal

Wylie, Ruth Anne 

 

  



THIS LEGACY IS YOURS:

Celebrating the Lasting Contributions of

African American Women

Please select the biography you wish to view

from the list below.

Alexander, Mary

Avery, Patricia

Banks, Carrie Pope

Bazzell, Imani

Benson, Mary Haywood

Benton, Lila Bromwell

Bridgewater, Erma 

Bright, Clara

Campbell, Willie

Chambers, Bernice

Clark, Lucille

Clark, Phyllis D.

Cole, Octavia

Cole, Verene

Conner, Lula

Cook, Nettie Leona

Davis, Ollie Watts

Donaldson, Willeta

Dyer, Rosie L.

Edwards, Maudie Flake

Freeman, Fannie

Gillespie-Washington,

Barbara

Gray, Lucy Jess

Gray, Ruth Stratton

Green, Lucia M.

Harris, Blanche

Marion, Hattie

McGee, Barbara Jean

Melker, Shirley E.

Milton, Sister Elease

Mullen, Eldress Mary

Myles, Rita M.

Nesbitt, Charlotte

Paulk, Hattie

Payton, Sarah B.

Peacock, Elizabeth

(Bessie) 

Pope, Bernice

Pope, Carrie Alice Lee

Pope, Gladys Rhodes

Riley, Louanna A.

Rodgers, Arnetta 

Rodgers, Virginia

Rollins-Gay, Benita Ann

Rowell, Betty

Scantlebury, Miriam

Scott, Anna Wall

Scott, Flora Giles

Scott, Sarah Wilson

Session, Halestine J.

Stoba, Esther Mae

Baker

Tanner, Mary Louise

 Nettie Leona Cook

Nettie Leona Cook was born June 16, 1910 in

Champaign, Illinois, the second oldest child of Fred

and Elizabeth Louis. She had an older sister,

Elizabeth, and a younger brother, Fred. She

attended grade school, junior high and graduated

from the Champaign Senior High School in 1927.

After high school, she married Ernest Cook, Co-

Owner of the Cook Brothers Emporium in downtown

Champaign.

She began a very active civic life in the Champaign-

Urbana Community, serving as the Corresponding

Secretary of the Champaign-Urbana Kindergarten

Association; Co-founder and past officer of the

Royalettes - a civic-minded club; Worthy Matron of Deborah Chapter #27, Order of

Eastern Star; Financial Secretary of the Champaign County Section of NCNW;

Telecare Volunteer, and Election Judge. As a devoted member of Bethel A.M.E.

Church, she served as Treasurer of the Missionary Society, and the Church

Building Fund Raiser; a dedicated representative to Church Women United and she

served on the Stewardess Board. For all of these activities, she received many

service awards.

She retired in 1976, after 26 years of administrative service at the Chanute Air

Force Base.

She was the mother of one daughter. Nettie Cook died November 22, 1996.
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Ollie Watts Davis

Ollie Watts Davis is Associate Professor of

Music and Conductor of the Black Chorus at the

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. A

native of West Virginia, Dr. Davis graduated

from West Virginia Institute of Technology

(magna cum Laude), where she was named the

1993 Alumna of the Year. She earned the Master

of Arts degree from West Virginia University at

Morgantown and both the Master of Music and

Doctor of Musical Arts degrees at the University

of Illinois. Dr. Davis is the Founding Director of

the Black Sacred Music Symposium held

biennially at the U of I.

Dr. Davis has won numerous awards and honors,

including membership in the Phi Kappa Phi Honorary Society; honorary

membership in Sigma Alpha Iota and the National Arts and Letters Society; and

the Krannert Center Debut Recital Award. In 1993, Dr. Davis received a Faculty

Excellence Award from the U of I College of Fine and Applied Arts, and in 1994 was

awarded the Bronze Medallion of Honor by the U of I Women's Association. Dr.

Davis was recognized as a woman who "through example and/or service...has

used her talents to enrich the lives of others." In 1998 Dr. Davis was selected to

receive the University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign Campus Award of

Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching, in 1999 she received the Gospel Music

Excellence Award at the National Black Gospel College Choir Workshop and also in

1999 KJAC Publishing released her book, Talks My Mother Never Had With Me

(Helping the Young Female Transition to Womanhood).

Active as a performing artist, soprano Ollie Watts Davis made her New York debut

at Carnegie Hall and has appeared throughout North and South America and in

Europe with major orchestras and opera companies. She has also performed at the

West Virginia Governor's Mansion on the Arts and Letters Series and as guest

artist for the Governor's Inaugural Ceremony.

Dr. Davis is also very active in her community and in Christian ministry. She has

served on the Champaign-Urbana Symphony Board of Directors; volunteered as the

musical conductor for empty tomb's Christian Children's Concert; and has served

on the planning committee for the Don Moyer's Boys and Girls Club Steak and

Steak Dinner. Dr. Davis is also involved with the Talks Mentoring Movement. She

wrote the secondary school curriculum and mentored at Edison Middle School. She

currently mentors at Stratton Elementary School. Dr. Davis serves as the Youth

Music Director at Canaan Missionary Baptist Church of Urbana, Illinois, where she

also is a member of the Women's Discipleship Class; the S.W.A.T. (Soul-Winning

Action Team); and P.A.C.E. Discipleship ministry (People Available to Contact and

Encourage). Dr. Davis is in demand as an inspirational and motivational speaker.

She frequently conducts retreats and seminars for women and along with her

husband, Rev. Dr. Harold Davis, for married couples.

Dr. Davis lives in Champaign with her husband and their four children.
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Willeta Donaldson

Willeta Donaldson began employment at the

University of Illinois in 1958 as a Clerk-Stenographer

I in the Office of Admissions and Records. She

retired as an Administrative Assistant I (Assistant to

the Director of Admissions) in 1995. Her duties

included handling admissions for special category

applicants, serving as Affirmative Action Officer for

17 years and Assistant to the Director for Residency

for incoming undergraduate and graduate students.

Willeta along with several others, was instrumental

in the integration of Urbana Schools. She served as

an officer at Thomas Paine Elementary School,

Urbana Junior High School and Urbana Senior High

School Parent Teacher Association (PTA). She and

Carlos were co-presidents at the University High School Parent Teacher

Organization (PTO).

Willeta received a NAACP Award and College of LAS Award (Transition Program) in

the year 2000. She was Black Mom of the Year at the University of Illinois in 1982.

Presently, Willeta is serving as Chair of the Urbana Human Relations Commission,

City of Urbana and is a member of the University of Illinois Campus Round Table.

She is a member of Bethel A.M.E. Church and is President of the Bethel Choir.

Willeta is currently working part-time for the Director of Development at the

University of Illinois School of Social Work.

Willeta's husband Carlos, is a University of Illinois graduate and worked at the

University until his retirement in 1999. Their three children, Carlos Jr., Carletta,

and Dennis also attended the University and have worked or do work in Champaign

County. Carlos Jr. and his wife Mae Donaldson have two sons: Ryan and Blake.
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Rosie L. Dyer

Rosie Dyer was born to the union of Samuel and

Florence Johnson in Grenada, Ms. She and Louis

B. Dyer have been married for 30 years and

have one daughter, Rosa.

With 33 years of service, Mrs. Dyer was a

graduate of Champaign Beauty School. She

earned her B.S. and M.S. degrees from the

National Institute of Cosmetologists. She served

as president of the Twin City Cosmetologists

and the Alpha Chi Sorority and has been a

member of the Twin City Cosmetologists since it

was founded in October 1960.

Mrs. Dyer is a member of Mount Olive Baptist Church. Presently Mrs. Dyer is

serving on the Senior Usher Board. In the past, she served as Director of the

Junior Ushers and Pacers and on the committee for Christian Education.

Mrs. Dyer has made many contributions to her profession and to the community.

She hosted a fundraiser for the AIDS benefit for Frances Nelson Health Center and

for the Adopt Douglass Park Association. She has volunteered at Covenant Medical

Center for the past 18 years and she is a member of the Concerned Citizens for a

Better Neighborhood. She also served on the committee for the Champaign

Douglass Branch Library - Frederick Douglass Memorial. Mrs. Dyer is a member at

large with the National Council of Negro Women.

Awards include: the Park District Appreciation for Volunteer Service award, the

Community Service Award for Concerned Citizens for a Better Neighborhood and a

Certificate of Achievement from the Institute for the Research and Development

of Competency Based Teacher's Education Program, Wayne State University

College of Education, Detroit.
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Maudie Flake Edwards

Born in Pulaski, a small Southern llinois town,

Maudie had six brothers and sisters. Her father

worked for the Illinois Central Railroad. Her

mother was a homemaker, seamstress and

gardener. 

Maudie attended elementary school in Pulaski.

She took a bus to Mounds for four years of high

school and spent summers working in St. Louis,

MO, earning money to buy the things eeded for

high school. Because her parents felt they would

be unable to send her to college, Maudie

promised if they would help her get into college,

she would do the rest. She worked and sang in

the Rolland Hayes Choir to pay her tuition.

Maudie attended southern Illinois University at Carbondale two years and received

a two year teacher's certificate. She continued with summer and night classes to

complete her bachelor's and master's degrees. She enjoyed going to college and

although she had almost earned enough hours for a PhD, her desire to teach took

her to the classroom. Her first teaching assignment was in a one room

schoolhouse at Olmstead. The next assignment was to teach first and second

grade in Mound City and eight years later in Ullin. In 1959, Maudie came to

Champaign as a first grade teacher. She retired from the Champaign schools

system in 1984 but continued to share her love for education as a volunteer.

Maudie was not only dedicated to teaching and helping young children but to

learning as well. She traveled to Hawaii, Alaska, Australia, Singapore, China,

Japan, Africa and every state in the United States. She had a great love for the

fine arts. After church (Christian Methodist Episcopal), Krannert Center for the

Performing Arts was a favorite place for Maudie.
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Fannie (Peacock) Freeman

I was born in Monticello, Georgia in 1922, the daughter

of Elizabeth and George Peacock, Sr. I had 4 sisters (1

deceased) and 5 brothers (2 deceased). My parents

moved to Urbana, Illinois when I was 2 months old. I

attended the J.W. Hayes Elementary School, Thornburn

Junior High School and graduated from the Urbana

Senior High School in 1940. After graduation, I attended

and graduated from the Champaign Beauty School, and

set up shop in my parent's home.

In the 1940's, I married Wilkin Freeman, a former U. S.

Airman and to this union, one daughter was born.

I am a lifetime member of the Salem Baptist Church and

have been a member of the Usher Board for more than

50 years. I attend services there regularly. I am also a

member of the Twin City Cosmetologist Association and

have served as President, Secretary and am supportive

of other services. For more than 50 years, I operated my

own shop and am now retired.

I've served as an Election Judge for more than 20 years and have received an

award for services. My hobbies are bowling and flower-gardening.
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Barbara Gillespie-Washington

My home as a child was a place where there was

a tremendous amount of caring and sharing. My

parents, even with nine children were always

reaching out to help others. This is what I

observed throughout childhood and it took root

in my spirit. I too wanted to help somebody. I

was reminded, it's not what you have, it's what

you do with what you have that makes the

difference. Mama and Dad didn't have a lot, but

seemed to accomplish a lot. There was such joy,

commitment and enthusiasm in what they did. I

liked that. They did everything wholeheartedly.

I am grateful for the passion I feel. Passion is

just a great love, a love that produces

conviction. Passionate conviction will motivate

you to do all you can for whoever you can, whenever you can, in all the ways you

can.

I have taught many science classes for students and staff at Wiley School,

incarcerated women at the Champaign County Correctional Center, the Don Moyer

Boys and Girls Club, youth ministry groups, and worked with a team to raise

money for scholarships to College-bound youth. For nine years, I have served on

the Champaign County Mental Health Board. Presently, I am a member of the

Board of Directors of the Orpheum Children's Science Museum, and new

Chairperson of the Education Committee of the Champaign County Chapter of the

NAACP. All of the above as well as my local, district and state church work give me

the opportunity to share that passion.
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Lucy Jess Gray

I was born in Paris, Illinois, January 2, 1914, one of

six children born to Frank and Bertha Manual Blake. I

attended elementary, junior high and high school in

Paris and graduated with the Class of 1932. After

graduation, I met Mr. Louis Gray of Champaign,

Illinois and was married. To this union was born one

son, Steven Frank Gray.

Through the years I have received many awards

from my Church; The Urban League; the cities of

Paris and Champaign; the Burnham City Library

Board of Trustees; the McKinley YWCA; the

Cunningham Children's Home; and the Champaign

County Development Corporation.

As a member of CCDC, I was instrumental in

creating the first mini-park in Champaign-Urbana located on Park Street between

Fourth and Fifth Streets, the Marco-Nelson Park. Jack Marco and Earnest Nelson

donated the land, CCDC provided the money.

I am an honorary member of the Antique Study Group. I joined in 1935 as my

interest in antiques has been a lifelong passion, and for 18 years, I owned and

operated Gray's Antiques and Collectibles. As a recent retiree from that business,

I still commit my time to various community projects and my Church. I am a

Charter member of the Champaign County Section of the National Council of Negro

Women.
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Ruth Stratton Gray

Ruth Stratton Gray was born in 1917 in Elkville,

Illinois to Christopher and Bessie Stratton. She

attended grade school there and graduated from

the Elkville High School.

She met and was married to Millard Gray and to

this union was born one child, a daughter,

Shirley. The family moved to Urbana in 1942.

Mr. Gray was employed at the University of

Illinois, until his retirement. Mrs. Gray was a

housewife but also worked as a domestic.

She has been a member of Bethel A.M.E. Church

since 1943 and has worked in many capacities

including the Missionary Society and the Willing

Workers Group. She attended Church regularly,

and serves as a representative to Church Women United.

In the 1950's, she was affiliated with the Republican Party and served as

Committeewoman. She is also a long-time member of the Douglass Senior Citizen

Group.
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Lucia M. Green, 
The Women in My Life

Lena Jordan, my Grandmother came to Champaign, Illinois

in 1914. She was a gracious lady, a homemaker, gardener

and super cook. She loved entertaining her family, friends

and neighbors. She passed that legacy on to my mother,

Willie C. Pyles Hornbuckle. Mom too loved entertaining her

family, friends and neighbors. She also enjoyed community

involvement. She served on the Human Relations

Commission of Champaign County for several terms;

Parent Teacher Association President of Lawhead and

Willard Schools and retired from the University of Illinois

Snack Bars as Supervisor.

As for me, I too enjoyed many of the same involvements; entertaining

family and friends, cooking, decorating and community involvement. I

served on the Champaign/Urbana Parent Teacher Council, was

President of Lawhead and Washington School P.T.A.; and the

Champaign County Urban League Auxiliary.

While raising a family, I worked several part-time jobs. Later, I launched a 28 year

career with the University of Illinois. I retired as Personnel Director of the Illini

Union and Affirmative Action Officer.

The legacy of work ethics, entertaining, etc. continued with 

my 4 children, 3 of whom are featured in this article. Sharlyne J.

Wallace of Normal, Illinois, is employed as the Assistant Director of

University Communications at Illinois Wesleyan University,

Bloomington, Illinois; Rhonda L. Kornegay, Administrative Aide for

the Dean of the College of Communications, University of Illinois,

Champaign-Urbana Campus; Cathy J. Williams, Springfield, Illinois

is employed as a Secretary for the Department of School Support,

Illinois State Board of Education. I must say, Champaign, Illinois

has definitely proved to be a wonderful city for raising a family and

preparing for a career. The love of family, friends and 

community has been a contributing factor in all our accomplishments.
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Blanche Jamerson Harris

Blanche Jamerson Harris was born August 26, 1898

in Champaign, Illinois to Mr. Andrew and Nannie

Ross Jamerson. She attended schools in Champaign,

graduating from the Champaign Senior High School.

She was married to Edgar Harris and became Co-

Editor of the Illinois Times, a local African-American

newspaper which existed for more than 30 years.

As a member of Salem Baptist Church, she attended

Sunday School, BYPU and Church Services, and

worked in many capacities there.

Mrs. Harris died November 15, 1997 and her

graveside funeral services were conducted by the Women of the Baha'i Faith.

This Legacy is Yours was a cooperative effort between the National Council of Negro Women,

Champaign County Chapter, and the Museum of the Grand Prairie.

A gold star  denotes original charter members of the Champaign County Section of the

National Council of Negro Women.

 

Home Planning

Your Visit

Programs &

Exhibits

About the

Museum

Volunteer

Opportunities

Collections &

Research



Harris, Blanche

Harris, Zelema

Hassell, Betty Jean

Hendricks, Doris Ruth

Herndon, Wilda

Hill, Davie

Hillsman, Ruthie

Hines, Ruth Woodruff 

Hoskins, Doris Baker

Humphrey, Kathryn

Hursey, Shirley

Jamerson, Dora 

Jamerson, Nannie

Johnson, Helen E.

Jones, Kathryn B.

Jones, Marion

Kennedy, Ethel Mae 

Kinase-Leggett, Haruko

Latham, Ruth

Lee, Luetta Smith

Lewis, Patricia McKinley

Tanner, Mary Louise

Tatum, Stephanie 

Tinsley, Veola

Underwood, Evelyn

Utley, Dorothy Hadley

Vickers-Shelley,Dorothy

Walden, Mary Frances

Varnado

Weathersby, Ruby

Wesley, Vera

White, Mary Lucille

Williams, Margot M.

Williams, Rebecca J. 

Wilson, Winnie

Womble, Crystal

Wylie, Ruth Anne 

 

  



THIS LEGACY IS YOURS:

Celebrating the Lasting Contributions of

African American Women

Please select the biography you wish to view

from the list below.

Alexander, Mary

Avery, Patricia

Banks, Carrie Pope

Bazzell, Imani

Benson, Mary Haywood

Benton, Lila Bromwell

Bridgewater, Erma 

Bright, Clara

Campbell, Willie

Chambers, Bernice

Clark, Lucille

Clark, Phyllis D.

Cole, Octavia

Cole, Verene

Conner, Lula

Cook, Nettie Leona

Davis, Ollie Watts

Donaldson, Willeta

Dyer, Rosie L.

Edwards, Maudie Flake

Freeman, Fannie

Gillespie-Washington,

Barbara

Gray, Lucy Jess

Gray, Ruth Stratton

Green, Lucia M.

Harris, Blanche

Marion, Hattie

McGee, Barbara Jean

Melker, Shirley E.

Milton, Sister Elease

Mullen, Eldress Mary

Myles, Rita M.

Nesbitt, Charlotte

Paulk, Hattie

Payton, Sarah B.

Peacock, Elizabeth

(Bessie) 

Pope, Bernice

Pope, Carrie Alice Lee

Pope, Gladys Rhodes

Riley, Louanna A.

Rodgers, Arnetta 

Rodgers, Virginia

Rollins-Gay, Benita Ann

Rowell, Betty

Scantlebury, Miriam

Scott, Anna Wall

Scott, Flora Giles

Scott, Sarah Wilson

Session, Halestine J.

Stoba, Esther Mae

Baker

Tanner, Mary Louise

Betty Jean Lewis Hassell

Betty Jean Lewis Hassell was born in Greene

County, Mississippi on January 30, 1941, the

third of five siblings, to the union of Jasper and

Lottie Lewis. The family moved to Urbana-

Champaign in 1943 where she has resided ever

since. Mrs. Hassell attended the Urbana Public

Schools and graduated from Urbana High School

in 1959. She attended Parkland College,

majoring in Child Development.

In 1960, Betty was united in Holy Matrimony

with Charles Edward Hassell, Sr., and they are

the proud parents of three children: Charles E.

Hassell, Jr., Philip L. Hassell, Sr., and Elana M.

Hassell. They are also blessed with three grandchildren: Danielle, Philip Jr., and

Joshua Hassell.

Betty accepted the Lord at the age of 10 and was baptized and united with Salem

Baptist Church in Champaign. As a young adult, she was very active in the youth

choir and served as Director and pianist. Betty also assisted and played for the

Majestic and Gospel Choir at Salem Baptist Church. She has been a pianist at

Salem since 1973 and was named Assistant Minister of Music in 1982.

For a brief time, Mrs. Hassell left the Urbana-Champaign area to join her husband

on military assignment. Upon her return to the community, she immediately

resumed her church activities and community involvement. Over the years, her

activities have included: Sunday School Educator, Secretary, Sunshine Children's

Choir Director, Missionary for Prison Ministry, Church Bulletin Clerk, Vacation Bible

School Registrar and Superintendent, Festival for Youth Manager, Operation

Excellence Volunteer, Children's Holiday Organizer, Choir Day Director, and

Woman's Day Chairperson for the Salem Baptist Church; Registrar, National

Baptist School of Religion; Assistant Director and Bookkeeper to Helen E. Johnson,

Salem Baptist Church Pre-School; Member, National Black Child Institute; Assistant

Secretary and Secretary, Wood River District Region 3; Board Member, Champaign

County YWCA; Vice President, National Council of Negro Women; Muscular

Dystrophy Drive Volunteer; March of Dimes Worker; "Do the Right Thing"

Organizer, Urban League; and Best Interest of the Children Volunteer.

Some of Mrs. Hassell's most memorable moments have been the birth of her

children and grandchildren; being nominated for "Mom of the Year" at the

University of Illinois in 1988; being a recipient of the Eddie Bee Edwards Black

Humanitarian Award of the Baptist General State Convention and the Outstanding

Villagers Award given to her by the Ministerial Alliance of Champaign and Urbana.

Mrs. Hassell has played a strong mentoring role for many young women and men,

not only in her church and community, but around the world as well. She takes

pleasure in seeing the children she mentors grow up meeting their educational and

spiritual goals as adults.
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Zelema Harris

Dr. Zelema Harris holds a Bachelor's Degree from

Prairie View A&M University in Prairie, Texas, a

historically Black College and received a Master's and

Ph.D. in Education from the University of Kansas in

Lawrence, Kansas. She was honored with a place in

the University's Women's Hall of Fame in 1988.

She was hired as President of Parkland College in

Champaign, Illinois in 1990. She is the recipient of

numerous awards, including President of the Year by

the American Association of Women in Community

Colleges; "CEO" of the year, by the American

Association of Community College Trustees and the

Leadership Award for Outstanding

Business/Professional Woman from the Champaign

County Chamber of Commerce.

Dr. Harris is very active in her community and has been a Board Member of the

Champaign County Chamber of Commerce, the Urban League of Champaign

County and served as Campaign Chair of the United Way of Champaign County.

Her leadership has fostered more inclusiveness at Parkland and throughout the

community. Parkland hosted the State's first multi-cultural education conference

in 1993. She also presented a Commitment to Diversity Resolution to Parkland's

Board of Trustees which remains a part of the institution today. In February 2000,

Parkland and several community partners hosted the first Black Male Symposium.

She has served on several State and National boards, including the American

Association of Community Colleges, the National Council on Black American

Affairs- North-Central Region, and the Illinois Human Resource Investment

Council/Workforce Investment Board. She previously has served as President of

the Illinois Council of Community College Presidents. In February, 2001, Dr. Harris

was elected to the American Council on Education.

She is a recent graduate of the Harvard Institutes for Higher Education, Institute

for Educational Management and a Visiting Scholar in the Community College

Leadership Program at the University of Texas in Austin.
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Doris Ruth Hendricks

Doris Hendricks was born October 17, 1908, the

daughter of Zelia Taylor and John R. Hendricks

in Little Rock, Arkansas. At age two, her father

died. She moved to Helena, Arkansas, and while

there, her mother met and married Jerry

Dowling. To this union was born two daughters,

Audrey and Colleen, and two sons, Jerry and

Charles. Doris started elementary school in

Helena, Arkansas. Her family moved to

Champaign, Illinois where she was enrolled in

the 5th grade at the Marquette Grade School,

attended Junior High, and returned to Helena,

Arkansas to complete her high school education

in 1935. She returned to Champaign in 1937,

met and married Frank Hendricks, the Owner

and Operator of the first African-American-

Owned Body Shop in Champaign. When her

mother passed away, it became her responsibility to take care of her two sisters

and two brothers, and her stepfather.

Doris worked as a Cook at the Sigma Chi Fraternity for 10 years. She applied to

and was employed by the University of Illinois Housing Division - Food Service and

retired from there as a Food Service Supervisor after 20 years of service. After

retirement, she was called back to work in Customer Relations in the Residence

Halls and stayed for 3 years. Then she COMPLETELY retired.

Through these efforts and dedication, she was able to support her two sisters and

two brothers and assist them in completing high school. Audrey and Colleen

completed high school and college degrees - Colleen from Milliken University and

Audrey from the University of Illinois. Both followed working in their chosen fields,

Audrey as a Professor at the University of Chicago and New York University at

Albany, New York and Colleen for the City of Chicago, until retirement. Audrey is

deceased.

Colleen married Bruce Hayden from Tuscola, Illinois. To this union was born one

daughter, Carla - who attended school in Chicago, finished college and worked in

the Libraries in Chicago. She is presently the Director of the Enoch Pratt Library in

Baltimore, Maryland.

Doris was a long-time member of the Salem Baptist Church, serving in many

capacities; a member of the Deborah Chapter #27, Order of Eastern Star; the

Daughter of Isis and a Charter member of the Champaign County Section of the

National Council of Negro Women.

 

 

This Legacy is Yours was a cooperative effort between the National Council of Negro Women,

Champaign County Chapter, and the Museum of the Grand Prairie.

A gold star  denotes original charter members of the Champaign County Section of the

Home Planning

Your Visit

Programs &

Exhibits

About the

Museum

Volunteer

Opportunities

Collections &

Research



Harris, Blanche

Harris, Zelema

Hassell, Betty Jean

Hendricks, Doris Ruth

Herndon, Wilda

Hill, Davie

Hillsman, Ruthie

Hines, Ruth Woodruff 

Hoskins, Doris Baker

Humphrey, Kathryn

Hursey, Shirley

Jamerson, Dora 

Jamerson, Nannie

Johnson, Helen E.

Jones, Kathryn B.

Jones, Marion

Kennedy, Ethel Mae 

Kinase-Leggett, Haruko

Latham, Ruth

Lee, Luetta Smith

Lewis, Patricia McKinley

Tanner, Mary Louise

Tatum, Stephanie 

Tinsley, Veola

Underwood, Evelyn

Utley, Dorothy Hadley

Vickers-Shelley,Dorothy

Walden, Mary Frances

Varnado

Weathersby, Ruby

Wesley, Vera

White, Mary Lucille

Williams, Margot M.

Williams, Rebecca J. 

Wilson, Winnie

Womble, Crystal

Wylie, Ruth Anne 

 

  

National Council of Negro Women.



THIS LEGACY IS YOURS:

Celebrating the Lasting Contributions of

African American Women

Please select the biography you wish to view

from the list below.

Alexander, Mary

Avery, Patricia

Banks, Carrie Pope

Bazzell, Imani

Benson, Mary Haywood

Benton, Lila Bromwell

Bridgewater, Erma 

Bright, Clara

Campbell, Willie

Chambers, Bernice

Clark, Lucille

Clark, Phyllis D.

Cole, Octavia

Cole, Verene

Conner, Lula

Cook, Nettie Leona

Davis, Ollie Watts

Donaldson, Willeta

Dyer, Rosie L.

Edwards, Maudie Flake

Freeman, Fannie

Gillespie-Washington,

Barbara

Gray, Lucy Jess

Gray, Ruth Stratton

Green, Lucia M.

Harris, Blanche

Marion, Hattie

McGee, Barbara Jean

Melker, Shirley E.

Milton, Sister Elease

Mullen, Eldress Mary

Myles, Rita M.

Nesbitt, Charlotte

Paulk, Hattie

Payton, Sarah B.

Peacock, Elizabeth

(Bessie) 

Pope, Bernice

Pope, Carrie Alice Lee

Pope, Gladys Rhodes

Riley, Louanna A.

Rodgers, Arnetta 

Rodgers, Virginia

Rollins-Gay, Benita Ann

Rowell, Betty

Scantlebury, Miriam

Scott, Anna Wall

Scott, Flora Giles

Scott, Sarah Wilson

Session, Halestine J.

Stoba, Esther Mae

Baker

Tanner, Mary Louise

Wilda Herndon

Wilda Herndon, a long-time resident of Champaign-

Urbana, was born in 1913. Her mother, three

daughters and one son, Joe, came to Champaign-

Urbana, Illinois in the mid-twenties. The children

were enrolled in school and Wilda graduated from

Champaign High School.

As a young adult, Wilda became a member of the

Bethel A.M.E. Church and served in many capacities.

Her love of community and the people therein, led to

her involvement in many clubs and organizations

whose prime objective was to serve those in need.

Funds were raised and distributed to areas such as

the Burnham City Hospital, the March of Dimes,

Cancer Fund, and the Bethel A.M.E. Fund.

It was her desire to become a registered nurse, but due to circumstances that

could not be, so through the encouragement of Dr. Max Appel, Pathologist at

Burnham Hospital, she began on-the-job training for Medical Technicians. She

seized the opportunity, and with this training, she was employed as a Medical

Technician at the University of Illinois McKinley Hospital and the College of Vet

Medicine's Small Animal Clinic where she remained for 19 years, until retirement.

She also volunteered as a "Gray Lady" for the American Red Cross and also as a

Med Tech at the Frances Nelson Health Center.
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Davie Hill

I was born September 15, 1914 in Monticello,

Georgia. My parents were: Sarah Clements Roberts

and Jimmie Ned Roberts. I was the second of six

children. My mother taught me the first grade at

home because it was hard for black children to get

an education at that time. We moved to Urbana

when I was seven years old and I attended the

Urbana schools. I graduated from Urbana High

School. I graduated from Beauty School in Michigan,

where I met and married my husband, Samuel H.

Hill. We came back to Urbana in 1939, where I

continued my education at the University of Illinois

and worked as a beautician in my home. I received

an associate's degree from Parkland College at the

age of 52.

In 1957 Mrs. Frances Nelson became too ill to

oversee the operation of The Frances Nelson Home for Children. I became the

supervisor and worked in that capacity until 1963. In 1963 my husband moved us

to Liberia, West Africa, where I stayed for a year. I returned home to work for the

new Headstart Program as a Center Supervisor. I retired from Headstart after 13

years of lovingly educating many children who still communicate with me from

time to time. For many years I was a licensed day care provider and foster parent.

Retiring from that profession at the age of 81.

Having been a member of Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church for almost

eighty years, I am blessed to have held offices in the Church and its Church

School. I am the proud mother of Diane Mitchell, Shirley Roberts, and James Hill. I

am blessed to have many foster children who still call me Mother. I have five

Grandchildren and four Great Grandchildren.
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Ruthie Hillsman

Ruthie Hillsman is President of the National Council

of Negro Women, Inc. for the Champaign County

Section. She has held office since 1995 and has been

instrumental in various fund raisers for the

community. Under her auspices as Executive

Officer, she has assisted in raising funds for the

Martin Luther King Scholarship Fund, Women's Safe

House, Concerned Citizens for a Better

Neighborhood and Sister Mary Gabriel Curby Fund at

The Provena Covenant Medical Center.

Ruthie is the sixth child of the late Ada Ray and

Albert Williams. She was born, raised and educated

in Paducah, Kentucky. She and her family moved to

Champaign in the late 1950s and she became active

in the community right away. She was a member of the Champaign County

Assistance Association, served on the Board of A Woman's Fund, the Women's

Safe House and an active member of Gamma Upsilon Society.
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Ruth Woodruff Hines

Ruth Woodruff Hines was born October 21,

1893, in Champaign, Illinois, the daughter of

Benjamin J. and Mary E. Woodruff. She had 1

sister, Caroline and 1 brother, Arthur. She

attended elementary, junior high and high

school in Champaign, Illinois and attended the

University of Illinois.

She was married to Ray E. Hines on November

2, 1920 in Champaign, Illinois, and to this union

was born 9 children, 4 boys and 5 girls.

Mrs. Hines opened her doors to house the Negro

(African American) students who enrolled in the

University of Illinois in the early 1920s. It filled

an urgent need for the students as there was no place for them to live on or near

Campus. This legacy continued on for many years. She and Mr. Hines also served

as Patron and Patroness for many social affairs given by and for the students.

She was a lifetime member of Bethel A.M.E. Church - singing in the Senior Choir

and as a member of the Willing Workers Club. She was a member of: the Robert

Earnest American Legion Post #559 serving as past president; the University of

Illinois Alumni Association; the Champaign-Urbana Senior Citizen's Organization;

Deborah Chapter #27, Order of Eastern Star; and Parents Council of Sharps and

Flats Music Club, an affiliate of the National Association of Negro Musicians and

the Park Street Block Club. She was a Charter Member of the Champaign County

Section of the N.C.N.W.

She died in September of 1982 in Champaign, Illinois.
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Doris Baker (Wylie) Hoskins

Mrs. Doris Baker (Wylie) Hoskins, was born

October 18, 1911 in Champaign, Illinois, the

daughter of Hanse E. and Stella M. Baker. Her

father was a student in the College of

Engineering, Theoretical and Applied Mechanics.

At age 3, her family moved to Lafayette,

Indiana, where her father continued his

education at Purdue University. Her family

returned to Urbana in 1919 and she was enrolled

in the 4th grade at the J.W. Hays Grade School.

She attended Lincoln School for her 6th grade,

then to Thornburn Junior High and graduated

from the Urbana Senior High School - Class of

1928.

She moved to Chicago to pursue her career in the Secretarial field and was

employed by the Law Firm of Hall, Braden and Hooks, located in the Douglas

National Bank. While in the area, she met and was married to Lorenzo P. Wylie,

Sr. To this union was born 10 children, 5 boys, and 5 girls - some in the Chicago

area at the Provident Hospital, some here in Urbana, Illinois. She returned to

Urbana in 1939, enrolled her two oldest in the J.W. Hays School and that started

her involvement in the community. She was a member of the P.T.A. there, and

moved along until her last child graduated from high school (1965). She was made

a life member in 1962. She was appointed a member of the Citizen's Advisory

Committee to the Board of Education and the Urbana Park District Advisory

Committee and served on those boards until 1974. From 1947 - 1974, she was on

staff at the University of Illinois - non-teaching - and worked in the then

Nonacademic Personnel Office. In addition, from 1968 - 1974, she taught the

Orientation Class for all new employees, including Administrative and

Professional, Clerical, Laboratory, Crafts, Janitorial and Food Service. She retired

in 1974.

Mr. Wylie passed away in 1976. In 1979, she married Dr. Eugene Hoskins, retired

Doctor of Chiropractic. He passed away in 1989.

Her other civic and community service included her Church, St. Mary, where she

served as Trustee, Lector and Eucharistic Minister; R.S.V.P. - Tax Counseling For

the Elderly; Senior Health Insurance Program, Matthew House Board Member,

Provena Covenant Medical Center Auxiliary, Krannert Center Senior Volunteer

Program - Usher; Champaign County Historical Society - President; the Committee

on African-American History in Champaign County of the Early American Museum.

She was a member of the Champaign County Section of the National Council of

Negro Women.
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  Kathryn B. Humphrey

Kathryn B. Humphrey was born in Champaign,

Illinois in 1923. Her parents, Jesse and Vinnie

Britt moved to Champaign, Illinois from

Huntington, Tennessee, in 1913, seeking a better

life for themselves and their 10 children, five boys

and five girls. Kathryn attended Champaign Senior

High School in 1941. After graduation, she worked

as a domestic. Later she was employed by the City

of Champaign Recreation Department, going to

different schools during outside recess time to

engage the pupils in learning to play different

games, and then to the Douglass Center working

with the junior and senior high school students.

In 1943, she was married to John C. Humphrey, a

former Airman and in February, 1946, to this

union was born a son who in later years served in

the U. S. Army. He is presently married and has 2

sons.

Later, she was employed by the University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine

as a Laboratory Attendant, and enrolled in science classes at the University of

Illinois relating to her job. She remained in this position until her retirement in 1987

after 32 years of service.

Kathryn served as a member of the Unit 4 Board of Education; served as Trustee of

the Champaign Township Supervisor's Office; as Secretary of the Office from 1983 -

1990; A Board Member of the University of Illinois' Employees Credit Union from

1978-1995; serving on the Credit Committee and Vice-Chairman of the Board for 2

years.

As a lifetime member of Mt. Olive Baptist Church, she teaches a Sunday School

Class and serves in many capacities. She is a supportive member of the Douglass

Senior Center Group and is the Co-founder of the Gamma Upsilon Psi Society, which

sponsors the Annual Cotillion. She just completed a second 5-year term with the

MTD Board of Champaign-Urbana; in 1989, she was named "Citizen of the Month"

and she has been the recipient of many other awards. Her most rewarding

experience was having the honor to travel with the group to join in the Dr. Martin

Luther King National March for Justice from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama.

She is a Charter Member of the Champaign County Section of the National Council of

Negro Women.
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Shirley Hursey

I was born in a small town (Mound City) in

Southern, Illinois. My parents were Leslie W. and

Mary A. Treadwell. I attended Lovejoy Grade

School, Carver Junior High and graduated from

Lovejoy Senior High School. I attended Illinois

State University at Normal, Illinois. In August,

1955, I married Paul S. Hursey and to this union,

two children were born, a son, Paul S. Hursey, Jr.,

and a daughter, Shirese S. Hursey.

I started my community service at an early age

particularly in the area of discrimination in

housing. In the political arena, I supported

Kenneth Stratton in his quest for a seat on the

Champaign City Council. After seven years of

living in Champaign, we moved to Urbana. I became involved in the politics of the

City of Urbana and was effective in getting support of the people to elect my

husband to the Urbana City Council. He was elected in 1964 - the first African-

American to fill that position. Together, we were involved in the effort to form the

Hays Neighborhood Association to improve the educational opportunities for the

children attending the neighborhood school. I was very supportive of Evelyn

Underwood, the first African-American elected to the Urbana School Board.

As a member of the Bethel AME Church, I became the Youth Choir Director. I also

joined the League of Women Voters, the Council for Community Integration and

other organizations in the church and the community in an attempt to improve

opportunities in education and employment. For 

the above mentioned efforts, I was honored by the State of Illinois House of

Representatives in 2000, and the University of Illinois Y.W.C.A.- February 11, 2001.

I also owned and operated the Lincoln Press Bookbindery, where we put

Dissertations and Professional Journals into hard cover.
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Dora Flowers Jamerson

Dora Flowers Jamerson, daughter of Willie B. and

Arillian Flowers, was born on December 29, 1925 in

Eupora, Mississippi. She was the third of six children,

five boys and one girl. Dora married the late Fred B.

Jamerson and they had two daughters and two

granddaughters.

Dora graduated from Webster County High School in

Eupora and Mary Holms Junior College. She worked as

Supervisor of the Files Department at Collegiate Cap

and Gown for twenty five years, retiring in 1989.

She is a member of St. Luke Christian Methodist

Episcopal Church, Past President of the Missionary

Society, sings in the New Life Choir and serves as Assistant Sunday School Teacher.

Dora is a member of Church Women United, NCNW and Douglass Seniors. She has

been a member of the Provena Covenant Medical Center Auxiliary for more than 10

years and serves on the Patient Mail Delivery Service. In addition to visiting the sick

and doing her volunteer work, Dora enjoys reading, cooking and crocheting.
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Nannie Ross Jamerson

Mrs. Nannie Ross Jamerson was a lifelong resident

of Champaign, Illinois. She was the mother of

three children, namely Blanche Jamerson Harris,

Quedella and Leslie Jamerson. The family home

was at 202 West Ells Avenue, Champaign, Illinois.

She was a lifelong member of Salem Baptist

Church.
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Helen E. Johnson

Helen E. Johnson, the daughter of Lafayette and

Lena Brown Skaggs, was born May 12, 1916, in

Onarga, Illinois, and moved to Urbana, Illinois, at

the age of 14. She attended Urbana Senior High

School and graduated in 1934. Helen married John

C. Johnson and reared 6 children.

In 1947, Mrs. Johnson began working at Tot Lot

Nursery School, a summer program for children

ranging in ages from 3 to 5 years, who were too

young to participate in the public recreation

programs. The nursery school was located at 605

N. 5th Street, Champaign. She served as

playground supervisor until 1951, and was then

named Acting Director. The following year, she

was made Director. Tot Lot was sponsored by the

Twin City Community Committee and the Society of Friends (Quakers).

In 1957, Church Women United sponsored Tot Lot, and the program moved to Salem

Baptist Church during the summer of 1959. In 1962, Church Women United decided

to sponsor another project, and Mrs. Johnson, wishing to continue her work with

children, completed the Montessori Teachers Training in Chicago, and returned to

teach at the Champaign Montessori School until 1969. She also served as Director

for 1 ½ years. In 1969, Salem Pre-School was founded by Mrs. Johnson. She taught a

Primary Sunday School Class and she served as Director of the Pre-School until ill-

health forced her to become inactive in April 1976.

Additional activities include: organizing the Eight Betas Club in 1950, and serving as

the 1st President; elected as President of Lawhead-Willard Elementary Schools P.T.A

in 1952; serving as an assistant Girl Scout Leader and Cub Scout Den Mother; and

President of the Citizens Cooperative Association. She served as Treasurer of the

Matrons Missionary Society of Salem Baptist Church and Secretary of the Esther

Missionary Circle. In 1959, she was elected to serve on the Board of Directors of the

Frances Nelson Children's Home, which later was named the Community Home for

Children. She served as Assistant Church Clerk at Salem from December 1, 1972

until March 1976. She was elected Vice President of the Urbana Letter Carrier's

Auxiliary #230, January 8, 1972 and became a member of the Board of Directors of

the Frances Nelson Health Center from February 28, 1973 until March 24, 1976. She

served as Treasurer, a member of the Personnel Committee, Executive Committee

and Chairperson of the Medical Task Force Committee. Mrs. Johnson was a member

of the East Central Illinois Association for the Young Child. In 1974, she organized

the Champaign-Urbana Reunion Day.

Mrs. Johnson passed away on July 20, 1976.
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Kathryn B. Jones

Kathryn B. Jones moved to the Champaign-

Urbana, Illinois area with her husband Edward E.

Jones in 1941, and soon after moving here, she

became involved in community activities. After

joining Salem Baptist Church, she began working

with the young children in the Primary Sunday

School Class, helped provide robes for the

Sunshine Choir, assisted with the Salem Pre-

School and in the recruitment of neighborhood

children to come to Salem's Vacation Bible School.

In the forties, she and her husband opened their

doors to African-American students to live in their

home because of lack of housing for them on

Campus. She spearheaded a boycott against the

Meadow Gold Ice Cream Parlor because of refusal

to allow African-Americans to be served. Mr.

Jones, an Instructor at Chanute Air Force Base, was always inviting homesick

Airmen to their home for Sunday dinner.

In the early fifties, the Jones' cared for many foster children. For many years, and

through the sixties and beyond, "Mother Jones" remained a community advocate and

spent long hours helping to plan, organize and recruit members for organizations,

i.e., Concerned Citizens Committee, The Progress Association for Economic

Development, Community Advocacy Department, the Economic Opportunity

Committee to help improve educational and employment opportunities for the

African-American population. She worked with other Senior Citizens as an aide and

advisor to classroom teachers in Champaign Schools. She had also been active with

the Girl Scouts.

Kathryn Jones was and is still "Mother Dear" to all the many she had known and

helped during her life time.

Kathryn B. Jones was born January 22, 1906 and died March 27, 1999.
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Marion Jones

Marion Porter was born on March 14, 1925, in

Republic, Pennsylvania, the daughter of Rose Davis

Hess and Oliver Porter. Her parents left Republic,

Pennsylvania to move to Kokomo, Indiana, where she

lived until she was in the 5th grade. From Kokomo,

Indiana, she moved to Champaign, Illinois, where

Marion attended Gregory Grade School, Champaign

Junior High and then Champaign Senior High. While in

High School, she worked as a domestic and did baby

sitting to earn lunch money.

In June 1942, Marion married Harry W. Anderson; a

Serviceman who was stationed in California and when

he was overseas, she went to Los Angeles to live with

his aunt and uncle (Mr. and Mrs. Les Hite). Upon his

return, she and Harry were stationed and lived in

Topeka, Kansas for a while before returning to Champaign. (Harry W. Anderson was

the first African-American to be hired by the Urbana Police Department to serve as a

Policeman) Marion and Harry were divorced, and later she married Mr. John E.

Jones, and to this union was born three children, Terry Jones, (deceased) Monica

and Melanie. In addition Marion had a Goddaughter, Ruthie Harper. Marion had

eight grandchildren and four great grandchildren.

As a member of the Bethel AME Church, Marion belonged to and served as a Past

President of the Willing Workers Club, sending out Birthday, Get-Well and Sympathy

Cards to members and serving in other capacities in her church.

Most recently Mrs Jones worked with the Concerned Citizens for a Better

Neighborhood. She served as the Receptionist at the Douglass Senior Center. Marion

was an Emeriti member of the Gamma Upsilon Psi Society - serving for 25 years, a

member of the La Femmes Social Club which used to meet in the Original Douglass

Center at Sixth Street.

Marion had a host of friends. She enjoyed traveling, bingo and crocheting. Marion

Jones passed away in March 2006.
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Ethel Mae Morris Kennedy

Ethel Mae Morris Kennedy was born December 7,

1920 in Bessemer, Alabama. Her parents were

Gracie Lee and Alfred Morris. To this union were

born five girls, three of whom are still living.

At age 12, Ethel united with the Ward Chapel

A.M.E. Church in Bessemer.

In 1944, she was united in marriage with the late

Reverend Earl Kennedy and spent more than 30

years sharing the ministry of the Christian

Methodist Episcopal Church at many affiliate

churches throughout the midwestern states of

Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Missouri and

Wisconsin. She has received numerous awards

recognizing her contributions to her church and

community.

Even though retired, through her love and devotion to the church, she still serves

as Stewardess, a representative to Church Women United and supports all

programs at the St. Luke Christian Methodist Episcopal Church.

Her hobbies include bike riding, bowling, crocheting, knitting and sewing.
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Haruko Kinase-Leggett

Haruko Kinase was born November 20, 1950 to

Saioshi and Aiko Kinase in Kamakura, Japan.

She came to the USA in late September, 1983

and has since lived in Champaign-Urbana,

Illinois. She had never lived so long in any one

place until then. "It has given me great pleasure

to become involved in community affairs, and

joining the Champaign County Section of the

National Council of Negro Women in 1994 has

been a very enriching experience.

Following is a brief sketch of her previous

peripatetic life as well as some of the important

landmarks in her life. By the time she went to

college, she had been to seven schools and

through four different educational systems.

In August, 1957, to October, 1960, she had lived in the Philippines, first in

Manila, then in Quezon City. She gained fluency in English, thanks largely to

Maryknoll, a school run mainly by American and Canadian Nuns. And from

November, 1960 to November, 1965, she lived in Tokyo, Japan, then from

November, 1965 to July, 1968, she lived in Bern, Switzerland. From July, 1968 to

August, 1973, she lived in England, the first two years in London, then three years

in Falmer, Sussex.

During those years, she completed her BA (1973) in International Relations at the

University of Sussex, and passed her 'practicals' - as her friends tell her - by

marrying Tony Leggett, an Englishman and a Physicist, soon after graduation.

From August, 1973 to April 1974, lived in Tokyo, Japan. Then from May, 1974 to

September, 1983 the family lived in Brighton, England. A daughter, Elizabeth

Asako, was born on September 28, 1978.

She gained her MA (1975) and her Master of Philosophy in Politics from the

University of Sussex. In September, 1983, the family immigrated to the United

States, so that her husband, Tony, could take a job offered by the Department of

Physics, at the University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana Campus.

After coming to Champaign-Urbana, I obtained my Ph.D in Anthropology from the

University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana Campus, in the Spring of 2000. Part of

her research involved studying three churches in Champaign-Urbana. Becoming

involved in the community in so many different ways i.e., as a parent, wife, as a

researcher, and as a member of some of the community-based organizations has

been very rewarding.
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Ruth Latham

In 1954, after serving six years as a W.A.C.

(Women's Army Corps), in the United States

Army, Ruth came to Champaign with an

appointment on Chanute Air Force Base as an

Oral Hygienist. She was the only African

American female in that position. Later, she

met and married Charles Latham. After Chanute

Regulation changes, Ruth left to work at Urbana

High School as a Library Technician. During this

time, she also performed in several plays

written by local playwright, Cheryl West. Ruth

later returned to Chanute, in the Real Property

(Real Estate) Office until she retired in 1989.

Later that year, she went to work for the Energy

Assistance Program at the Urban League of

Champaign County. After seven years, she

officially retired to become more active in her church and the Douglass Senior

Citizen program.
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Luetta Smith Lee

Luetta Smith, daughter of Jethrow and Caroline

Smith was born July 22, 1864 in Urbana, Illinois in

Champaign County. She was raised and educated in

Urbana. She married General Cass Lee on January

14, 1883 and they lived in Urbana on Main Street

and Clark Street. They had two children: a daughter,

Carrie Alice Lee, born January 6, 1892 and a son

born in 1898 who died in infancy. In 1909, the Lees

moved to Champaign, Illinois where they lived on

White Street. Mrs. Lee was a beautician. She

belonged to Bethel African Methodist Episcopal

Church, where she was very active. She was

responsible for the Deborah Chapter #27 Order of

Eastern Star being formed and her name is on the

Charter. Mrs. Lee died in 1911. 
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Patricia McKinney Lewis

My community work in the Champaign-Urbana area

began over twenty years ago. As a member of Alpha

Kappa Alpha Sorority, Epsilon Epsilon Omega

Chapter, I wrote a proposal for the Reading is

Fundamental Project. The matching funds, received

through this national program, allow the sorority to

purchase books to distribute to children in the

community.

I have chaired the Reading is Fundamental Project

Committee for twenty-one years. During the

summer months, we have provided low-income

children with thousands of books since 1981. Many

of the children at the Boys and Girls Club and

Douglass Center Day Camp refer to me as "The

Book Lady."

For a number of years, my committee distributed books at four sites: Girls Club,

Don Moyers Boys and Girls Club, Douglass Branch Library, and Douglass Center.

Presently, our RIF distributions continue at the Douglass Center Day Camp and the

Don Moyers Boys and Girls Club serving approximately 300 children each summer.

Special distributions, such as the one held in conjunction with National African

American Read In Day, occur also.

I have served as president of Gamma Upsilon Psi Society, an organization

comprised of community women, since 1990. Many young women have received

scholarships to help pay college expenses as a result of participating in the

Cotillion. The Debutantes must attend weekly rehearsals and also attend

workshops involving etiquette. This year a profit of approximately $36,000 will be

awarded to the Debutantes in the form of monetary scholarships.

At St. Luke C.M.E. Church, I became the Recording Steward in 1977. I held that

position for 23 years serving three pastors as the financial advisor and the keeper

of financial records. I am vice chairperson of the Steward Board and I have been

active in the Vacation Bible School. In 1999, I established a scholarship fund to

provide children in grades three through eight money to buy school supplies. Since

many of our children do not like to write, students are required to write an essay

on a topic. Presently, I also serve as the church's Assistant Administrator.

As a member of Delta Kappa Gamma, I have served on the scholarship committee

for several years. Memberships in other professional honor societies include Phi

Delta Kappa, and Kappa Delta Pi. I served on the Champaign Human Relations

Commission from 1985-1987 and I was a member of the Board of Directors at the

University of Illinois YWCA from 1980-1986.
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Hattie Marion

Hattie Marion was born on November 16, 1929

in Holly Springs, Mississippi, the daughter of

Abron and Valeria Miller. Hattie worked on the

family farm and attended rural schools until her

marriage to Robert Marion in 1946. After their

marriage, they both worked on the family farm

until 1948 and then moved to Champaign,

Illinois. They have 5 children who all attended

Champaign Public Schools.

Hattie has always been very civic and

community minded. She is presently a member

of the NCNW and the Champaign County Home

Extension Organization.

Hattie is a firm believer in lifelong learning and is presently taking computer

classes where she is enhancing her computer skills. She also has many talents and

skills such as her love of cooking, canning, quilting, gardening, entertaining and

collecting antiques.
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Barbara Jean McGee

Born Barbara Jean Algee on September 26, 1950

to William Algee (deceased ) and Mazel Avant,

Barbara is the second eldest of four including

Linda Algee, Betty Sue Algee-Sayles and Larry

Algee. In 1962, Barbara was baptized at Pilgrim

Missionary Baptist Church. On December 14,

1968, Barbara married Willie George McGee and

to this union three children were born; Alfonzo

Tanell, Michelle Denise, and Willie George, Jr.

After graduating high school in 1969, Barbara

was one of the first students to enroll in the

Clerical Learning Program at the University of

Illinois.

Since then she has been an employee of the following: C-U Daycare, Jonathan's

Daycare, Frances Nelson Health Center and her current position as Douglass Annex

Coordinator for the Champaign Park District. Barbara has received the Women's

Achievement Award, Employee of the Month for the Park District and she has been

featured in the children's book Leola and the Honey Bears (written by Melodye

Benson Rosales).

Barbara has been a member of the Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church for the past

38 years. She is a member of the Trustee Board, Chairman of the Building Fund

Committee, and Past Treasurer of the Church. Barbara is also an Auxiliary 

member of the American Legion Post #559 and a past board member of Marilyn

Queller Child Care Center. A single mother today, Barbara enjoys getting together

with family and friends.
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Shirley E. Melker

Shirley E. Melker was born in High Point, NC to

Bishop and Mrs. Burt Rucker. She is the second

oldest of seven children. She graduated from

William Penn High School. She married the

(late) William (Brother Billy) Melker and they

became the parents of five children. She has

four grandchildren. In 1965, she was

instrumental in establishing The Greater Holy

Temple Church in Urbana, Illinois under the

pastorate of her husband where she served in all

phases of its ministry. Since the death of her

husband, she has served as Interim Pastor and

presently as its Assistant Pastor.

She graduated from Parkland College with an Associate Degree in Secretarial

Science. For the past twenty-three years, she has been employed by the University

of Illinois Office of Instructional Resources as a Secretary Transcriber.

She was the first female to broadcast "black" gospel from Radio Station WKID;

hosted The Gospel Caravan from WEFT; received a plaque as One of Ten

Outstanding Black Women in Champaign-Urbana and received commendations

from Governor James Edgar, Representative Tim Johnson and the mayors of

Champaign and Urbana for her outstanding service. She is a member of the

Champaign-Urbana Ministerial Alliance.

In 1998, she became an entrepreneur and opened her own business as a funeral

home owner, Melker-Bluitt-Parker Mortuary, Inc., 704 North Fourth Street,

Champaign, Illinois.

Mrs. Melker enjoys teaching and preaching the Gospel as an evangelist and good

music.
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Sister Elease Milton

Elease Milton, born on January 25, 1924 to the

union of Clifford and Fannie Caldwell, was a

native of Champaign, Illinois. Elease was the

mother of three daughters, nine grandchildren

and one great-granddaughter.

Elease was a member of the Salem Baptist

Church for 63 years and during this time she

taught Sunday school, assisted in the nursery,

was a member of the Gospel & Majestic Choirs

and an usher. She served as Chairperson for the

annual Women's Day, Pastor's and Church's

anniversaries on many occasions.

Elease attended the Baptist General State Convention and Workshop to obtain

first-aid certification for the Nurses Guild where she was Vice-President. She was

a member of the Flower Guild which decorates the church with floral arrangements

on special occasions. Elease was a member of the Salem Baptist Trustee Board

where she took part in the 1999 auditing of the church's belongings.

Elease's love of mankind did not stop at Salem Baptist Church by any means. She

was well known at the local nursing and senior homes where she often visited the

sick and shut-ins; she worked for the March of Dimes, as election Judge for the

Champaign County Elections, was President of the Champaign Park District's

Douglass Center Senior Program for two consecutive years, and 1999 Chairman of

the Park District's Annual Douglass Center Senior Style Show which yielded $2000+.

Two of Elease's most memorable moments that benefitted herself and the

community include: (1) organizing the block club, "Attucks Place for Concerned

Citizens", in 1994 for which she was a past President. (2) She attended Parkland

Community College in her mid-60s and obtained an Associate Degree in Child

Development. Later, she went on to teach the "Get Ready" class where she was

awarded a certificate. Along with her diploma from college, Elease was awarded

the "Urban League for Continuing Education" plaque and the "Seniors in

Community Service Programs Outstanding Senior of the Year" certificate.
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Eldress Mary Mullen

Mary Mullen was raised a preacher's daughter on

a farm near Granada, Mississippi. She moved to

Champaign, Illinois in 1947. She was in her early

20s when she came to Champaign to see an

uncle, and ended up getting a job and marrying

Randolph Mullen. Before she'd left Mississippi,

her father's first cousin had looked in Mary's

hand and said she'd not be back. The cousin also

saw Mary dressed in white, talking to a crowd of

people. Mary assumed that meant she'd be a

nurse. After she and her husband moved to

Chicago in 1948, she tried nursing school, but

couldn't tolerate blood. She also tried hairdressing, but ended up enrolling in the

Moody Bible Institute and becoming an ordained minister. She wore white robes.

In 1951, they moved back to Champaign and she turned her attention to getting a

church built. Her father was soundly against her being a minister, largely because

of the old-fashioned attitudes about the proper place for women. But by the late

60s, he'd changed his mind. She was instrumental in helping raise funds to build a

new church, the Church of the Living God, Pillar Ground of Truth, which now

stands on the southwest corner of 4th Street and Bradley Avenue in Champaign,

Illinois.

Mary started two day-care centers through the years. Primarily she served black

women who couldn't afford other centers. She tried to make changes to help

people improve their lives. She's still thinking of ways to help young people,

especially those put into foster homes. She's a giving person. She's always out in

the community doing something for someone. If there's a tragedy such as a house

fire, she gets clothing and food drives organized. She visits hospitals - homes.

Just mention that someone is ill and she'll be there to check them out.
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Rita M. Myles

Rita attended the University of Illinois with the

intent to teach fine arts to young people. As a

member of "Omnimov", U of I's African-

American Cultural Center's Dance Troupe, she

accompanied the director of Omnimov and

demonstrated various dance movements to

African-American youths in the community. She

was also involved in local plays, musicals and

dance shows that were made up of the African-

American community and the university.

While teaching physical education at the

University of Illinois, Rita made a decision to

pursue a career in nursing. While in nursing

school, she continued to stay connected to the

African American community by volunteering to

do blood pressure checks and provide health

education in the local housing projects.

With a focus on mental illness, alcoholism and addictions, Rita has worked in

behavioral health hospitals. She was co-facilitator of an African-American, church

based, support group for significant others of chemically dependent individuals.

She also obtained a certification in addictions counseling during this time. In

1992, Rita became manager of "New Choice", The Carle Pavilion's Alcohol and Drug

Rehabilitation Center in Champaign and she was the first African-American to hold

this position. In 1995, she was hired as The Pavilion's Director of Nursing, again

becoming the first African-American nurse executive in the area to hold this

position. She obtained a Masters of Science degree in Hospital Services

Administration from the University of St. Francis in 1999.

Rita is currently employed at Parkland College as a recruiter for the Health

Professions. She serves as a senator for the Parkland College Association and was

elected to serve on the Diversity Committee. She serves as a representative of

Parkland's Equal Employment Opportunity Search Committee, Parkland's Marketing

Committee and the Multicultural Student Advisory Committee. Rita is an advisor

to the Student Nurse Association at Parkland and the Nursing Pinning Committee.

She also facilitates Sister-To-Sister, a support network for African American

females at Parkland College.

When not at Parkland, Rita is actively involved in her church in Urbana where she

serves on the cooking committee. She is an active member of the National Council

of Negro Women and involved in SisterNet, a support network for African-

American women in the community. Rita was also elected to serve on the Board of

Directors for the Illini Chapter American Red Cross. Rita currently lives in

Champaign with her three children, Lenny, Crystal, and Brandon. She is

grandmother of Tyrique, a toddler, who lives in Texas with his mother.
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CharLotte Nesbitt

CharLotte Nesbitt was born on January 18,

1937, in Chicago, Illinois, the daughter of Grady

and Helen Neither. She was the 3rd child of 9

born of this union. At a young age, her family

moved to Danville, Illinois.

CharLotte moved to San Antonio, Texas to

attend St. Mary's Catholic Academy (Boarding

School) from 1st grade to 6th grades. She

returned to Danville, Illinois and completed 7th

and 8th grades at Washington Grade School. At

Washington, she was an Honor Roll Student and a Cheerleader. She graduated

from Danville High School in 1955. She attended the University of Chicago for 1

year and during that time, she met and began dating Mr. Bruce Nesbitt.

In 1956, she returned to Danville and worked at the "Three Sisters" Dress Shop. In

1957, she was married to Mr. Bruce Nesbitt and moved to Champaign, Illinois, and

to this union were born 2 daughters and 2 sons. In addition, she also raised a

foster son.

She has been a member of several organizations, among them being, the

Y.W.C.A. where she was involved with the Black Woman's Achievement Dinner ,

was a member of the African-American History Committee, created the Adopt-A-

Book Program, a member of the Reading Group, and member of Family Service

Advisory Board.

She attended Parkland College for 1 year and during her professional career, she

was employed at the Carle Clinic and the Department of Public Aid for a few years,

the Champaign Public Library System for 19 years, most of which time was at the

Douglass Branch Library where she was instrumental in establishing many

enrichment programs involving both youth and adults and was responsible for the

Oral History Interviews.
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Hattie Paulk

Hattie Paulk is a native of Champaign, IL born

in 1942. Her family was one of the original Black

settlers in Champaign, also they established the

first Church of God

in Christ. Her parents, Robert Lee and Marcella

Chipman Taylor are both deceased. Mr. And

Mrs. Taylor had eight children, five surviving

sons and two surviving daughters. Hattie is the

mother of four and a former foster mother to

more than 100 children of all ethnic

backgrounds. Hattie stands out as an example

of what perseverence and determination can

mean.

She has overcome dozens of obstacles and

hardships to get her education and gives all the credit to her family for inspiring

her. A deeply religious woman who is an ordained minister and now an associate

minister at The Church of Living God PGT. She was an assistant Pastor at the

Church of the Living God PGT in Chicago, Illinois. She has an Associate in Arts

Degree from Parkland College. In 2000, she was inducted into Parkland College

Society. She received a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Eastern Illinois University,

Charleston, IL and in 1989, received the U.S. Outstanding Adult Award.

Being very active in the community, Hattie has received numerous awards, among

them being Woman of Distinction from the Green Meadows Girl Scouts. She is now

Director of the Champaign Schools Family Information Center, where she and her

staff initiated a Warm-A-Kid Drive. They have given away more than 600 coats to

children. They have also started a Young Achievers Award Program where more

than 150 children were recognized as Young Achiever. She has taught youth, and

is a Co-Host on WEFT Radio on Sunday Mornings.
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Sarah B. Payton

Sarah B. Payton, mother of Octavia (Buckley)

Cole was born in Mississippi in 1895, the oldest

of ten children born to John and Fannie Brent

Buckley. She attended grade school in

Mississippi.

In 1949, she came to Champaign, Illinois and

worked as a domestic for many years to help

support their ten children. She was a devoted

member of the Mt. Olive Baptist Church, taught

Sunday School, was a member of the choir and

also was a member of Mt. Olive Missionary

Society.
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Elizabeth (Bessie) Peacock

Elizabeth (Bessie) Peacock was born in

Monticello, Georgia in 1902, the daughter of

Elizabeth Gorden and Paschal Showers. She

attended grammar school in Monticello,

Georgia.

She married George Peacock, Sr. (A widower

with 5 children) in 1920 and moved to Urbana,

Illinois in 1922. To this union, 10 children were

born (5 boys and 5 girls).

Mr. Peacock worked a short time for the Big

Four Railroad and then for many years as a

construction worker for the Somers-Barr

Company - a long-time construction business in

Urbana. Mrs. Peacock was a housewife.

She was very active in the J.W. Hayes Parent Teacher Association and was elected

its first African-American President. Her work with the PTA continued through the

years.

A staunch member of the Salem Baptist Church, she served on the Mother's Board;

worked with the food preparation group serving meals for families after funerals

and other Church events; served as a representative to Church Women United,

and worked whenever needed to serve her Church. She was also a member of the

Eastern Star - Daughter of Isis. She was a faithful and loving woman.

She died in 1992.

 

 

This Legacy is Yours was a cooperative effort between the National Council of Negro Women,

Champaign County Chapter, and the Museum of the Grand Prairie.

A gold star  denotes original charter members of the Champaign County Section of the

National Council of Negro Women.

 

Home Planning

Your Visit

Programs &

Exhibits

About the

Museum

Volunteer

Opportunities

Collections &

Research



Harris, Blanche

Harris, Zelema

Hassell, Betty Jean

Hendricks, Doris Ruth

Herndon, Wilda

Hill, Davie

Hillsman, Ruthie

Hines, Ruth Woodruff 

Hoskins, Doris Baker

Humphrey, Kathryn

Hursey, Shirley

Jamerson, Dora 

Jamerson, Nannie

Johnson, Helen E.

Jones, Kathryn B.

Jones, Marion

Kennedy, Ethel Mae 

Kinase-Leggett, Haruko

Latham, Ruth

Lee, Luetta Smith

Lewis, Patricia McKinley

Tanner, Mary Louise

Tatum, Stephanie 

Tinsley, Veola

Underwood, Evelyn

Utley, Dorothy Hadley

Vickers-Shelley,Dorothy

Walden, Mary Frances

Varnado

Weathersby, Ruby

Wesley, Vera

White, Mary Lucille

Williams, Margot M.

Williams, Rebecca J. 

Wilson, Winnie

Womble, Crystal

Wylie, Ruth Anne 

 

  



THIS LEGACY IS YOURS:

Celebrating the Lasting Contributions of

African American Women

Please select the biography you wish to view

from the list below.

Alexander, Mary

Avery, Patricia

Banks, Carrie Pope

Bazzell, Imani

Benson, Mary Haywood

Benton, Lila Bromwell

Bridgewater, Erma 

Bright, Clara

Campbell, Willie

Chambers, Bernice

Clark, Lucille

Clark, Phyllis D.

Cole, Octavia

Cole, Verene

Conner, Lula

Cook, Nettie Leona

Davis, Ollie Watts

Donaldson, Willeta

Dyer, Rosie L.

Edwards, Maudie Flake

Freeman, Fannie

Gillespie-Washington,

Barbara

Gray, Lucy Jess

Gray, Ruth Stratton

Green, Lucia M.

Harris, Blanche

Marion, Hattie

McGee, Barbara Jean

Melker, Shirley E.

Milton, Sister Elease

Mullen, Eldress Mary

Myles, Rita M.

Nesbitt, Charlotte

Paulk, Hattie

Payton, Sarah B.

Peacock, Elizabeth

(Bessie) 

Pope, Bernice

Pope, Carrie Alice Lee

Pope, Gladys Rhodes

Riley, Louanna A.

Rodgers, Arnetta 

Rodgers, Virginia

Rollins-Gay, Benita Ann

Rowell, Betty

Scantlebury, Miriam

Scott, Anna Wall

Scott, Flora Giles

Scott, Sarah Wilson

Session, Halestine J.

Stoba, Esther Mae

Baker

Tanner, Mary Louise

Bernice Pope

Bernice Pope was born in Carrier Mills, Illinois, on

November 18, 1920, the third daughter of Earl

"Bud", a coal miner, and Ruthenia Chavous Russell, a

homemaker. She attended the rural Lake View

Elementary School, the same grade school her

mother and brothers attended. After high school

graduation, she attended the University of Illinois

Champaign-Urbana Campus on a scholarship and

with the help of her brothers. While there, Bernice

met and married George L. Pope. During WW II,

while George served in the Army, she taught at the

Lake View School in Carrier Mills, Illinois. After his

discharge, they moved to Boley, Oklahoma, where

she taught for a few years.

They later moved back to Champaign where she now lives. Bernice joined the

teaching staff at the Willard School, then on to the Booker T. Washington School,

where she taught for several years. Her last site was the Bottenfield School where

she remained until retirement. Since retirement, Bernice has tutored at Douglass

Center, her church and the Unit #4 School District. She is very interested in the

advancement and academic achievement of children in school and church. She

feels tutoring provides the possibility of greater achievements by her students.

She is the proud parent of two sons and grandparent of two granddaughters, both

of whom are in education.

Bernice has been a member of the Bethel A.M.E. Church for more than fifty years.

She teaches Sunday School and was Church Treasurer for 30 years. She has been

on the Board of the County Blood Bank for ten years and a donor for twenty plus

years.
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Carrie Alice Lee Pope

Carrie Alice Lee Pope was born January 6, 1892,

daughter of General Cass Lee and Luetta Smith

Lee. She attended the Champaign Public and

High Schools and graduated from the University

of Illinois. During her early years she was a

staunch member of the Bethel A.M.E Church,

the Senior Choir, The Willing Workers Club, the

Lou Anna Riley Women's Missionary Society and

she was a Sunday School teacher. While

attending the U of I, she became a member of

the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and after

graduation, began her teaching career in

Lynchburg, VA; gave private music lessons in

piano and taught religious education.

On September 16, 1917, she was married to Cecil Pope and to this union six

children were born: George L., Cecil A., Carrie L. Pope Banks, Sarah E. Pope

Potter, Esther G. Pope Scroggins and Paul L. Pope.

Her community activities included: active membership in Church Women United;

The Douglass Center Senior Citizens; Past Matron, Deborah Chapter #27 Order of

Eastern Star; Past President and President of District #41 Mothers of WWII. She

was also a licensed Practical Nurse.

In recognition of her work, she was presented an award for "outstanding service

to the community" by the Champaign-Urbana Community Recognition Committee.

The officers and members of the Lou Anna Riley Missionary Society also

recognized her sixteen years' presidency and described her as " a woman of love,

humility and compassion; always to be remembered and loved for the legacy which

continues to guide the work of the Society. Carrie Alice Lee Pope died November

26, 1978.
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Gladys Rhodes Pope

Promoting literacy lies at the heart of this

educator, Mrs. Pope, a teacher for over 20 years at

Leal School in Urbana, Illinois. Mrs. Gladys Rhodes

Pope is a 1958 graduate of Danville High School,

Danville, Illinois. Mrs. Pope graduated with a

Bachelor and Master Degree in Education from the

University of Illinois. Mrs. Pope was married to the

late Lt. Paul Lawrence Pope, and they are the

parents of three children; Katherine, Elizabeth and

Paul Martin.

At Leal School, Mrs. Pope put forth an extra effort

to motivate and enhance basic skills of her high-

risk students in Reading, Writing, and Drama.

These programs improved the self-esteem of all

students in her classroom. Mrs. Pope felt all students came to her classroom with

a special gift.

She is a member of Bethel A.M.E. Church, A.M.E. Stewardess and Missionary,

Foster Parents from 1967 to 1998; Mentored high risk students in 1997 -

2001;Y.W.C.A. Black Achievement Award Honoree 1989 - 1998; Baha'i Community

Award - 1987; Martin Luther King A.M.E. Award - 1989; Bethel A.M.E. Missionary

of the Year - 1999; A.M.E. Outstanding Service Award - 1997.

Mrs. Pope's hobbies are collecting plates commemorating churches, writing short

plays and poetry. She published a poem, "Mrs. Lucy's Fine Lace". Her activities

include gifts and support for community programs, sponsored by POPE FOR PEACE

Foundation.
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Louanna A. Riley

Louanna Riley was born in 1852 in Summer County,

Tennessee. She moved to Champaign, Illinois, at an

early age and lived at 106 E. Springfield Avenue.

She had two children, a daughter Ethel, and a son

George who attended the University of Illinois and

played in the U of I band.

She was a member of the Deborah Chapter Order of

Eastern Star and a stewardess in Bethel A.M.E.

Church. She was active in the young missionary

society. They met every Saturday morning at her

home and meetings were strictly coordinated

according to Roberts Rules of Order.

Twice a year, she gathered shoe boxes from the

local shoe stores. The children filled them with fruit and candy donated by the

congregation and they were delivered to shut-ins in the community and to the

nursing homes. The missionary society of Bethel Church is named for her.

When it became difficult for her to continue to live alone, she moved to Chicago

to be with her daughter. Local relatives included Ray Scott, a great nephew and

his family.
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Arnetta Collins Rodgers

I was born in Chicago, Illinois, the oldest of four

girls, but grew up in South Bend, Indiana. My

dad worked at the Studebaker Auto Plant, my

mother as a Secretary at the Y.W.C.A. I

completed elementary and high school there.

After high school graduation I enrolled in

Howard University in Washington, D.C. where I

earned my BA Degree in 1964. In 1966, I earned

my Masters Degree in Social Work from the

University of Illinois and some 12 years later in

1978 my Ph.D.

From 1966-68, I was a Social Worker with the

Jewish Family Service in New York, New York, a

Psychiatric Social Worker for the Virgin Islands

Department of Mental Health, St. Thomas, V. I.

1968 - 1969; Social Worker in the Unit #4 School District - 1970 - 1993

(intermittently; Assistant Principal at the Edison Middle School 1992-1993 and

lastly, Principal 1993-2000 at the Booker T. Washington School.

I have done a lot of research in many areas, but I feel my Master's thesis titled

"Pre-Natal Care Among Champaign-Urbana Negro Mothers" was most outstanding

in content and according to the late Mr. Vernon Barkstall, laid the groundwork for

the establishment of the Frances Nelson Health Center.

Academic honors include: Phi Beta Kappa, Post-Doctoral Appointment 1978-1980,

University of Illinois Institute on Racism.

I am the wife of Dr. Frederick Rodgers, retired from the University of Illinois

College of Education. We are the parents of 4 children, 3 sons, all graduates of

West Point and one daughter attending Illinois Wesleyan University.
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Virginia Steward Rodgers

Virginia S. Rodgers was born in Danville, Illinois, in

1911, the daughter of Flora and John Bailey Steward.

When she was just a few weeks old, her parents

moved to Champaign, Illinois. She attended

elementary, junior high and high school and

graduated from Champaign Senior High School.

As a young adult, she worked as a stock girl in

downtown Champaign, and later as a Cook in

fraternity and sorority houses on Campus.

She was a loyal member of Salem Baptist Church,

where she served on the Usher Board, and worked

with BYPU, the Sunday School and the Missionary Society for several years.

She passed away January 25, 1998.
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Benita Ann Rollins-Gay

I was born in Urbana, Illinois. My parents were

MSGT. Thomas C. and Frances C. Rollins. I attended

J.W. Hayes School in Urbana, Urbana Junior High

School and graduated from Urbana High School. I

received my B.S. degree from Central State

University, Wilberforce, Ohio in Comprehensive

Business Education and Business Administration. I

then earned my Master's Degree from Wright State

University in Fairborn, Ohio in Business Education

and Business Administration. During my 19 years of

teaching high school and coaching girls track at

Jefferson Senior High School, I implemented many

programs in the Dayton, Ohio school system. For

example, I started the Career Education Program

where I had professionals come to the rural Black

High School and talk about their various careers. I was also selected by the State

of Ohio to write the Teacher Competency Testing for all teachers in the State of

Ohio. That instrument is still being used today. I received numerous awards in the

field of education and the Presidents Award from the Jefferson Township Board of

Education.

I am the proud mother of three children: Jonte' Miesha Rollins, Jasmine Gay and

Javarius Dunlap-Gay. My community service started after the death of my husband

and my return to Champaign, Illinois: Vice President of Martin Luther King

Elementary School PTA; first Black Woman President of the City of Urbana Schools

PTA serving 2001-2002; and on the Board of Directors of A Woman's Fund. I am a

23 year survivor of Breast Cancer and counsel women who are currently struggling

with it. Professionally I am a Family Counselor at Don Moyer Boys and Girl's Club in

Champaign. Memberships include: National Council of Negro Women, Ohio

Education Association, Black Social Worker, Crisis Intervention Specialist and

numerous others. I currently hold the position as Area Chair Person of the

research on the status of Black Women with the Southeastern Area Missionary

Society and a member of the Louanna Riley Missionary Society.
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Betty Taulese Nesbitt Rowell

Betty Nesbitt Rowell is a native of Champaign,

Illinois. She is the daughter of the late Herbert E.

Nesbitt (Inman Hotel chief cook) and Pauline

Gillespie Nesbitt (homemaker). She is the youngest

of ten children. She was married to the late Phillip

M. Rowell, community activist, in 1979. They have

one son, Phillip Maurice Lewis Owens Nesbitt Rowell,

II born in 1982.

Mrs. Rowell has dedicated her life to educating

students at the elementary school level. She was

inspired by former educators such as Jim Casey,

Maudie Edwards, Isabelle Buckner, Gerald Yaxley,

Odelia Wesley, Ruth Fliegel, Ruth Calimese, Helen

Johnson, Kenneth O. Stratton and Tom Pitchett.

At age 12, Betty was afflicted with a potentially life-threatening disease,

consequently she was denied an opportunity to continue her education for an

entire year. This contributed to her insatiable desire to learn and teach others.

Betty received her Bachelor's degree in elementary education from Illinois State

University in 1971. Her first teaching position was in first grade at Carman

Elementary School in Waukegan, Illinois until 1974. She earned her Master's

degree in educational policies studies from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in

1976. Upon returning to Champaign, she taught at Robeson elementary School

from 1976-1979. Betty worked for Ginn/Xerox Publishing Company as a copy

editor in the Boston area and Motorola, Inc. in Schaumburg, Illinois as an account

representative. In 1985, she returned to teaching and is proud to teach at

Stratton Elementary School. The most recent honor was a WICD-TV 2001 Golden

Apple Award for her commitment to excellence in teaching. Betty enjoys spending

time with her family and enjoys going to church.
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Miriam B. Taylor Scantlebury

Miriam B. Taylor Scantlebury was born in

Panama, Republic of Panama. She graduated

from the University of the West Indies,

Jamaican in 1961 as a Registered Nurse.

She immigrated to the US in 1962 and married

fellow Panamanian Frank Scantlebury in St.

Mary's Catholic Church in Champaign. Together,

they raised three children, Marie, Marcia and

Michael.

Mrs. Scantlebury worked in the McKinley Health

Center Administration Office as a Quality

Assessor for the Patient Service Coordinator.

Her past experiences included: Burnham City

Hospital from 1962 to 1970 as an ER Night Shift Supervisor and Labor and Delivery

Night Shift Charge Nurse; U of I Medical Center-Chicago, Night Shift Intensive

Care Unit Charge Nurse 1970; Carle Foundation Hospital from 1970-1983 as Night

Shift Intensive Care Unit Charge Nurse in the Cardiology, Neurology and Surgical

Departments; U of I Urbana-Champaign McKinley Health Center from 1983 to

present Emergency Room Night Shift Charge Nurse, Expanded Role Nurse, Medical

Clinic II Charge Nurse.

Miriam held the following membership and associations with the American Nurses

Association/Illinois Nurses Association from 1964-l972; Champaign-Urbana League

of Women Voters, l970-75; Alpha Omega Honorary Scholastic Society (Parkland

College) - 1974; Charter member of NCNW (Champaign County Section) - Served

as Parliamentarian, Financial Secretary, Treasurer - 1981; UIUC - Alumni

Association Life Member, Robert Waller Scholar; Black Alumni Association 1986;

Charter member of the Champaign Exchangette - 1986-1990; Alpha Kappa Alpha

Sorority, Inc. - Epsilon Epsilon Omega Chapter, has served as Treasurer since

induction - 1990; American College Health Association, 1991 -; Sigma Theta Tau -

Theta Pi Chapter International Honor Society for Nurses - 1992.

Prior to the creation of the Minority International Health Program at McKinley

Health Center, she assisted Dr. Jerry Ogbudimpkpa, Ph.D in data collection,

planning, implementation and evaluation of pilot students and the subsequent

comprehensive health needs assessments (1980-1984).

Miriam Scantlebury passed away in March, 2006.
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Anna Wall Scott

Mrs. Anna Wall Scott has been a resident of this

Community for many years and has also been

politically and socially active for many years.

Early on, she was appointed to serve on the Charter

Human Relations Commission in Urbana, as Chair

of the Subcommittee on Education.

She was the first woman in the State of Illinois to

be elected to the Democratic State Central

Committee covering 7 counties in the East Central

Illinois jurisdiction. She also served as Vice-Chair

of the State Democratic Party with the late Mayor

Richard J. Daley and also on the Democratic

National Committee serving as a delegate to the

Nominating Convention which led to the election of

former President Jimmy Carter.

She has since changed politics and is now active in

the Republican Party, serving as the recently

elected Corresponding Secretary of the Champaign County Republican Women's

Organization. Having completed a 2-year term on the Illinois Real Estate and

Banking Board to which she was appointed by the former Governor Jim Edgar, she

recently returned from Washington, D.C. after attending a dinner and a series of

meetings with Congressional leaders. Speaker Dennis Hastert was the host.

Other community activities include: Past Matron of Deborah Chapter #27, Order of

Eastern Star, member of Hadassah, member and past Board member of the

League of Women Voters, past Board member of Campus Y.W.C.A., the Junior

Vice-Commander of the Champaign County Council of American Legions, serving a

third term as Commander of the William F. Earnest American Legion Post #559 -

the first woman in Champaign County to be elected to that position, a member

and class leader of Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church.

Presently, she is a Professor of Sociology at Parkland College.
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Flora Giles Scott

Flora Giles Scott was born June 16, 1892 in

Chatham, Virginia, the daughter of Samuel and Mary

Agnes Giles. She moved to Danville, Illinois in 1903

where she met and was married to John Bailey

Steward. To this union was born three children.

In 1911, she moved to Champaign, Illinois and

united with the St. Luke Christian Methodist Church

where she served as Church Clerk. In 1921, she

became a member of Salem Baptist Church and

worked diligently with the Ladies Aide Society, Circle

#3 and was a Sunday School Teacher for the Adult

Women's Class.

Mrs. Scott later married Deacon Ottowa Scott. She

passed away in 1981.
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Sarah Wilson Scott

Sarah Scott was born in 1892 in Shawneetown,

Illinois, the daughter of Marshall and Cordelia

Wilson. At the death of her father she, with her

mother and sister Edna, moved to Champaign,

Illinois. She later married Ray Scott and had two

children, Erma and Ramon. She was lovingly called

"Muddie" by her children's friends.

"Muddie" was active in the community and in her

church. She worked diligently on the committee to

provide equipment for the new Douglass Center

built in 1945. She was a charter member of the

local chapter of NCNW. She was an active member

of the Willing Workers Club of Bethel A.M.E.

Church.

Her desire was to live to be 100 years of age in order to receive a letter from the

President of the United States. She missed it by 6 months. She was still proudly

living alone at her death.

"Muddie" often admonished others to "be kind to everyone because you never

know who you will have to ask to give you a glass of water."
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Halestine J. Session

Halestine Session received her undergraduate

degree from Allen University, Columbia, South

Carolina and masters degree from the University

of Illinois. She is a former high school teacher in

Timmonsville, South Carolina and a

kindergarten teacher for 26 years at Washington

School in Champaign, Illinois. Mrs. Session was

recognized by Bank of Illinois and Channel 15 as

Teacher of the Month in 1989.

Mrs. Session is a member of Bethel African

Methodist Episcopal Church and a dedicated

Sunday School teacher. She is a member of and

an officer in the following Bethel Church groups:

Willing Workers Club, Expansion Fund,

Scholarship Committee and Benevolent Fund. She is a member of Epsilon Epsilon

Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, NCNW, NAACP, Urban League,

Allen University Alumni Association and the University of Illinois Alumni

Association.

For several years she has prepared weekly meals for many women and men who

lived alone. In addition, she visits and takes necessities and treats to nursing

home residents. Halestine loves learning; she loves children and working with

them.

On several occasions at Bethel A.M.E. Church, the children, with her guidance,

have delivered performances in plays and public speaking. She has tutored

children in her home and continues to volunteer in the schools.

Halestine is married to David H. Session and they have two sons: Kendal M.

Session and Darrel R. Session (deceased). They have two granddaughters; Miesha

and Courtney.
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Esther Mae Baker Stoba

Esther M. Baker Stoba was born in Urbana on

September 17, 1916, the daughter of Hanse E.

and Stella Mae Baker. She attended Urbana

elementary schools, then moved to Chicago to

finish her last 2 years of high school and

graduated from Englewood High School, Class of

1935. She returned to Urbana and attended the

University of Illinois.

In 1943, she moved to Oakland, California

where she joined the American Red Cross. She

was stationed at Ft. Huachuca, Arizona from

where she was shipped overseas to the

southwest Pacific.

At the end of her tour of duty, she returned to the States and after completing

Nurse's Training at Manhattan State Hospital in New York, she returned to Urbana

and worked as Supervisor of Nurses, in the Obstetrics Department at Mercy

Hospital; later worked at Carle Hospital, and then returned to Covenant (formerly

Mercy) until her retirement.

For several years, Ms. Stoba served on the Community Development Commission.

She spearheaded the movement to boycott what might have been an Adult

Bookstore on the corner of Goodwin and University Avenue in Urbana. She and her

group were successful in the effort.

Ms. Stoba's hobbies include reading and cooking.
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Mary Louise Tanner

Mary Louise Tanner was born in Paducah, Kentucky,

the only child of Dinella Davis and Benjamin Wilford.

She attended Paducah public schools and graduated

from Western Kentucky Teacher's College. She and

her husband, the late Robert E. Tanner and their

eight children moved to Champaign in 1958.

Mrs. Tanner became a mother figure to countless

children throughout the community. For 15 years,

she worked at Adler Zone Center with neglected and

abused children who had moderate to severe

behavioral problems and was a calming and positive

influence on them. She helped these children learn

to read, write and most importantly, believe they

could be successful, productive citizens.

Later, after Adler closed, Mrs. Tanner started her own business and operated a

day care facility that cared for almost 200 children for over 18 years. Many of the

children that she cared for, still send cards, letters and gifts and many parents

have come back to say "thank you."

Active in the Champaign schools, Salem Baptist Church and community for many

years, Mrs. Tanner still hasn't retired. She still delivers Thanksgiving food baskets

to the elderly, has served hot meals to the homeless from her own kitchen and has

become a licensed foster parent.

Her own children are now grown and she's a proud grandmother of 21 and a great-

grandmother of 30.
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Stephanie Lynne Tatum

Stephanie Lynne Tatum is a native of Urbana,

Illinois. Upon graduating from Urbana High School,

she attended Texas Southern University in Houston,

Texas and received her Bachelor of Arts Degree in

Political Science. She returned to Urbana-Champaign

and attended the University of Illinois where she

earned both a Master of Arts in Educational Policy

Analysis and A Doctor of Philosophy in Sociology of

Education.

Currently, Dr. Tatum is the Principal of Canaan

Academy, a private Christian Elementary School,

located in Urbana, Illinois. In addition to the daily

administrative duties that she performs at the

Academy, she ensures that the partnership between the home, the school, and the

community is maintained; this collegial model has proven to be a vital part in

effective educational outcomes. To this end, Canaan Academy has become a

resource for families, local schools, universities, and community agencies in

regard to the educational attainment for all students.

In addition to the work that Dr. Tatum does at Canaan Academy, she is a

WrapAround Facilitator for the Champaign School District. As a facilitator, she

consults with families, community agencies, building principals, teachers and

other educators within the school district on strategies that they can utilize to

assist in positive educational outcomes for all students. Dr. Tatum's research

experience is within the Sociology of Education and Sociology of the Family. Dr.

Tatum has received many honors and awards for her commitment to children,

families, schools and community agencies.
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Veola (Veecy) Tinsley

Mrs. Veola Tinsley, was born in Providence,

Kentucky. Upon graduating from high school,

Veecy moved to Champaign where she met and

married Roscoe Tinsley. They became the proud

parents of three daughters: Elvena, Sharon and

Rosalind. Roscoe and Veecy opened Tinsley's

Cleaners during the early 1950s and remained in

business until his death in 1974. Her daughters

attribute their work ethic to the training

received by working in the family business

during school and summer breaks. They were

told that hard work was a prerequisite for

building good character.

Mrs. Tinsley is an active member of Salem

Baptist Church. She has served as Church Clerk

for more than 30 years. Also, she worked with the Willing Workers Missionary

Club, the Mother's Board and volunteers in the Soup Kitchen. She is famous for her

spicy cabbage.

After the death of her husband, Veecy returned to school and received her

Bachelor's Degree from Eastern Illinois University on December 16, 1979. Armed

with her degree, she began working as a counselor for the Champaign Consortium.

Later she worked for the JPTA where she assisted many teenagers and adults in

becoming gainfully employed. Veecy retired on September 16, 1995.
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Evelyn Burnett Underwood

Evelyn was born in January 1943 in Hernando,

Mississippi. She attended elementary school in

the South until she was 10 years old. The family

then moved to Champaign, Illinois. She

graduated from high school and got married at a

very early age. Because her children were born

so close together, this cut short her life long

dream of going to college and becoming a social

worker or counselor. she had to go to work to

help support the family while the children were

very small.

Her few business courses in high school, in

addition to her academic courses were helpful in

acquiring a clerical position at a laundry. She started taking night courses at Adult

Education and later at Commercial College through the National Secretaries

Association. She became involved as a Board Member of several organizations

that worked to advance society at large and exhibited a concern for the interest of

all mankind. Among them were the Community Development Board of Directors,

Coordinating Committee for Quality Education, NAACP, The Champaign County

Urban League, Champaign County League of Women Voters, the Douglass Center

Library Board and the N.C.N.W., to name a few. Evelyn was the 1st Black to be

elected to the Urbana School District #116 Board of Education and served for 12

years; and, as an elected official she served in many capacities including the

National Caucus of Black School Board Members.To fulfill her dream of formal

training, she enrolled as a part-time student in the College of Liberal Arts and

Sciences and the College of Education at the Univ. of IL. Urbana-Champaign

Campus from 1971-82, while working full-time. She later received Illinois Teacher

Certification in upper elementary, junior high school and high school, including

Special Certification in Guidance and General Administrative. She took degrees

from several universities:

B.A. Education, Sociology and Political Science, E.I.U., Charleston, IL - August,

1983

J.D. Indiana University School of Law, Bloomington, IN - May, 1987

M.S. Edu. Dept. of Ed. Psych. & Guid., E.I.U., Charleston, IL - May, 1988

Ed.S. Ed. Admn., E.I.U., Charleston, IL - May, 1993

H.L.D. Dr. Humane Ltrs. (Honorary), Grant College, Birmingham, AL - 1995

Ph.D. Ed., Curr. & Inst., U of I at U.-C. - May, 2000

As Associate Minister of her Church, the New Free Will Baptist Church, she works

alongside her husband, Pastor King James Underwood, to nurture the Christian

Spirit among all of the members with particular emphasis on the youth.
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Dorothy Hadley Utley

Dorothy Hadley Utley was born in Mattoon, the daughter

of Bertha Estell and Jesse Hadley. She attended

elementary school there and 2 years at Mattoon High

School.

Dorothy worked as a domestic and baby-sitter early in

life. She moved to Danville where she met and married a

professional musician. To this union was born one son.

She moved to Champaign, Illinois with her son in 1942,

was employed at the Chanute Air Force Base in Rantoul,

Illinois and established a permanent home. In 1949, she

married a Serviceman, Rubavent Utley. He passed away

in 1984. During those years, she worked as an Elevator

Operator at Robeson's Department Store for one year and for 15 years as a

Waitress at Katsina's Restaurant. She retired from this position in 1984. Dorothy's

career as a Volunteer began in 1962 when she served as a Nurse's Aide at Mercy

Hospital for 1 year and at Burnham City Hospital for 15 years, plus serving as

Assistant Supervisor in Central Supply at Burnham Hospital.

Her need and willingness to serve as a Volunteer intensified after her husband's

death and proved to be good therapy for her grief. She became involved with the

Retired Senior and Volunteer Program, serving on its Advisory Board. She also

served on: Champaign County Health Care Consumer's Task Force, the Medicare

100 Program; The Pharmacy Watch Program; Champaign-Urbana Economic

Partnership; the American Cancer Society; Campaign for Better Health; Center for

Women in Transition; Children's Home and Aid Society; Head Start; Family

Service; Habitat for Humanity; Stevick Senior Center; Provena Behavioral Health;

and the United Way, just to name a few. She was a Life Member of the American

Legion Post #559. Her hobbies were cooking, sewing and reading.
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Dorothy Vickers-Shelley

Dorothy Vickers-Shelley worked as an

elementary school librarian for thirty-

three years. She worked daily helping,

in various ways, to expand young

minds. She reminded students that the

most precious and powerful gift that we

will ever own is the MIND. Since 1976,

all library classes opened with the

'Ignorance and Fear' statement: "Life is

short. Therefore, I shall be a crusader

in the fight against ignorance and fear,

beginning with myself." "I enjoyed very much working with 'young minds'. We

helped each other to learn," she said. The statement was not a reminder just for

students, but for all of us.

Dorothy Vickers-Shelley came to Urbana, Illinois from Detroit, Michigan. She

majored in Elementary Education at Wayne State University in Detroit and later

came to the University of Illinois where she received her degree in Library

Science. She retired from her position as Librarian in the Margaret Dees Library at

Yankee Ridge Elementary School in 2003.

During her many years there, she endeared herself to many of her students, some

of whom became parents of her later students. As a dedicated teacher in the

Library, she always commanded respect and because she cared, she gave that

same respect to her students and always had time to listen to them. This has been

very evident from all the letters of praise and fond memories she has received

from so many of her former students.

Dorothy Vickers-Shelley had two daughters: Dana Vickers-Shelley, Baltimore, MD

and Pamela-Alyse Vickers Shelley, Urbana, IL. Dorothy was a member of Canaan

Missionary Baptist Church and a Charter member of the Champaign County Section

of the National Council of Negro Women.
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Mary Frances Varnado Walden

Champaign Unit #4 Schools, Elementary

Teacher, Cooperating Teacher with U of I,

Retired.

If I have made contributions in life, I must give

thanks to my parents, Ishmael and Elizabeth

McKinley Varnado. At age two, I moved from

rural Pike County, Mississippi to Urbana, IL with

my parents and my brother, William. My parents

had a mission for a better life, both

educationally and economically.

I am the widow of Frederic Logan Walden, a 23-

year veteran of the United States Air Force, who

served as Council Member for the Third Ward and Mayor pro tem, City of Urbana.

He became Director of Purchasing at Carle Foundation Hospital upon his

retirement from the Air Force. We have two sons: Frederic Earle Walden, an

honor student with a Bachelor's degree from the U of I in Clinical Psychology and

Leslie Logan Walden who received his degree in Government from the University

of Wisconsin and is currently working in San Diego, CA at the Office of the Public

Defender. There are three grandchildren, Frederic Blake Walden, Maya Nicole

Walden and Travis Logan Walden.

I am a product of the Urbana schools and received a Bachelor's, Master's, and

Advanced Degree from the University of Illinois. It was my good fortune to have

received my student teacher training under the skillful guidance of Mae Hawkins,

first African-American teacher-principal at Lawhead School, Champaign. She was

a person of courage, compassion and commitment - a catalyst for all young people

who knew her. My concern and devotion to my students were total. They were

encouraged to challenge the sometimes unfair conditions of life and to press

forward toward the goals that could be theirs.

I was the co-founder of Operation Excellence at Salem Baptist Church. We are

grateful to the Champaign Unit 4 schools for supplying over one thousand books

and workbooks to advance our programs.

I am a charter member of Epsilon Epsilon Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha

Sorority. Most recently, I have become active in the African-American

Genealogical Society and the Champaign County African American History

Committee of the Early American Museum.
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Ruby J. McEwen Weathersby

Ruby J. McEwen Weathersby was born in rural

Mississippi (Pike County) in August, 1936.

She married Walter B. Weathersby in May,

1956. She is the proud mother of 7 children and

the grandmother of 9. She's traveled the world

with her military husband.

They finally settled in Rantoul, Illinois in 1981.

Ruby's involvement with the Girl Scouts ranged

from leader to co-service unit manager. She

served on the Board of the Northern Champaign

County Community Service Center for 9 years

and 6 years on the Fire and Police Commission.

She currently serves on the Board of Education

of the Rantoul City Schools, a trustee on the Board a Greater New Light Baptist

Church. Ruby has been a member of the Business and Professional Woman for 18

years, serving as President and District Director. She is committed to the

betterment of life for everyone.
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Vera L. Wesley

Vera L. Wesley was born in Tennessee. She

moved to Champaign-Urbana in 1957. She was

one of three children (two brothers). Her

parents were farmers, so she grew up on a farm

in the country and walked three miles to attend

school. Education has always been an important

part of her life. She attended schools in

Jackson, Tennessee, Atlanta, Georgia, Beauty

College and Modeling School.

She has been very involved in her neighborhood, and community work. She

founded the "Concerned Citizens for a Better Neighborhood" and has worked hard

to get drugs and violence out of her neighborhood. She also started an after-

school tutoring program at the Douglass Center Annex. She has a strong love for

children and a desire to see them achieve.
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Mary Lucille Birden White

I was born in Sevierville, Tennessee, to a

mother, who before marriage was a

schoolteacher and a father, who was a Brick

Mason by trade, and did farming on the side. He

also raised chickens for a hotel. I was the only

girl in a family of seven boys.

During my early school years, no provision was

made for the education of Black (Negro at the

time) children beyond the eighth grade. After

graduating from the eighth grade, I stayed out

of school for a year, then my parents sent me to

another town, Greenville, Tennessee to live with

my mother's brother to attend high school. I was

active in school activities and graduated as

valedictorian of the class.

I dearly loved school, but my parents could not afford to send me to college, so for

one year, I worked as a clerk in my uncle's grocery store. Then my parents agreed,

reluctantly, to let me go to New York, under the care of my sister-in-law, whose

husband, my brother, was serving in the Army during World War II. In New York, I

worked three years as a clerk in the Processing Division of the Internal Revenue

Service. When the war ended, so did my job. I then worked one year as a Clerk-

Typist for the National League of Nursing Education.

During World War II, I became a Pen Pal with a Navy buddy of one of my brothers.

After the War and after a few visits, we were married and lived in Peoria, Illinois,

where he was attending Bradley University. We had two daughters and I am proud

to say that while I could not attend college, both daughters are college graduates

and successful in their chosen careers. I also have three grandsons who are also

college graduates.

My thirst for an education led me to take courses at various places, a business

college in New York and later in Champaign. While I did not work outside the home

for the first twelve years of marriage, I kept the children of friends so their

mothers could work. I also did ironing for some University of Illinois students

during the days of the starched shirts and blouses. I did typing for some University

students. Thinking that I could go to the University of Illinois at night, I received a

permit to enter the University. Only then did I learn that night courses were not

offered for under-graduates. So I continued my quest for knowledge by taking a

correspondence course from the University. I have taken several classes from

Parkland College as well as classes in the Adult Education Programs in the

Champaign and Urbana School Systems.

I worked twenty-three years in the Superintendent's Office of the Urbana School 

District #116 and was Payroll Clerk for twenty-one of those years. After retiring in

1983, I became affiliated with Provena Covenant Medical Center, where I have

delivered Patient Mail for the past fifteen or so years. I am a member of the

Salem Baptist Church.
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Margot M. Williams

Margot Williams is a Civic Engagement and Public Policy

Educator in Cook County for the University of Illinois

Extension. She is the former Director of the Workforce

Development Department of the Urban League of

Champaign County and Project Director for YEP UCAN

(Youth Employment Program Utilizing Communities and

Neighborhoods). YEP UCAN was a grant funded by the

Department of Labor through collaborations with select

National Urban League affiliates. The program targets

young adults 18-21 years old who have not completed high school and/or are

adjudicated. The primary goals are to help YEP UCAN participants attain their GED

as well as secure gainful unsubsidized employment. 

Margot is also the former Director of Community Relations for Parkland College.

Margot received her M.A. degree in Business Communications from Jones

International University in May 2004 and holds a B.A. inJournalism with an

emphasis in Advertising/Promotions from Northern Illinois University. She has

over 15 years of experience in the field of public affairs, public relations, sales

and marketing. Before returning to Chicago, Margot also worked for the University

of Illinois' athletic department Fighting Illini Scholarship Fund, United Parcel

Service, AT & T Media Services and hosted a television show, "Job Story" for

Parkland College Educational Television (PCETV).

In her spare time, Margot provides promotions consulting services to various

corporate, faith-based and community organizations throughout Illinois, Atlanta,

California and Las Vegas. Aside from exercising and practicing meditation

techniques, she has also taught Chicago Style Steppin' through park districts,

fitness facilities and dance studios as well as enjoys studying Christian principles,

mentoring middle school and high school-aged girls about Youth Empowerment

Strategies (YES). She recently turned her love for dance, flair for fashion and

interest in sewing into a business venture that includes the launching of her

www.StepNStyles.com web site featuring custom made bags and pouches for

dancer's shoes and accessories. She has interest in securing funds to utilize the

StepNStyles business venture to develop a program to provide young people with

an outlet to learn how to sew as a way to help build their self esteem and

positively contribute to the economic development of their communities.

She is the daughter of Barbara and Willie Williams and the granddaughter of

former National Council of Negro Women (NCNW) member, Nettie L. Cook, who is

also featured in the Early American Museum chronicles. Her father, Coach

Williams, is an outstanding track athlete who broke Jesse Owens' world record in

the 100 meters in 1956 and retired in August 2000 from being an Associate Head

Men's Track Coach (emphasis on sprinters) of the University of Illinois. She has

one sister, Darla, an adult son, Thomas and a nephew, Julian.
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Rebecca J. Williams

The family of Rebecca J. Williams came to Chanute Air

Force base August 31, 1960. Rebecca could not get

employment in the Rantoul school system and thus

began teaching in Danville, Illinois. She taught there

for one year before she left for Libya. Rebecca taught

in the U.S.A. dependent schools before returning to

Chanute in July 1968. She became Director of

Headstart and served in that position for two years.

During that time, she expanded the program to a

church located in Rantoul. That movement expanded

the program outside the city limits of Champaign-

Urbana. After two years, Rebecca again applied to

Rantoul High School and was hired. She taught English

in the high school from September 1970 through May 1994. Her efforts in the 60s

opened opportunities for employment of minorities in Rantoul.

Rebecca was active in several organizations. She was the President of the

National Council of Negro Women, office holder in Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority and

a member of Business and Professional Women. She was an active member in the

American Association of University Women and the Parish Council of Catholic

Women. She was also a member of the Illinois Retired Teachers Association. 

Rebecca received a Bachelor of Science degree from Alabama State Teachers

College, and a Masters degree from the University of Chicago. She did post

graduate work at the University of California in Berkeley and the University of

Illinois.
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Winnie Wilson

Winnie Wilson was a standout teacher in the

Champaign Unit 4 School District.

Winnie grew up in San Antonio, Texas, and as a

child, it was always her dream to become a teacher.

She attended elementary, junior high and high

school there and after graduation, went to Wet

Virginia State on scholarship and while there, she

met and was married to James C. Wilson, an

outstanding All-American Football Player at the

College. To this union was born two children, a

daughter and a son. Mr. Wilson was employed by the

College's Athletic Department and served as

Assistant Football Coach, Swimming Coach and

Director of the Student Union and Recreation.

In 1965, he was hired as Assistant Track Coach at the University of Illinois and the

family relocated to the area. While traveling with the University of Illinois Team in

Texas, Spring of 1967 - he became ill and subsequently died a few days later of

Viral Meningitis. This left Winnie with two children to support, a daughter 8, and a

son 14. She had began teaching full-time a year before. It was a tough time

making ends meet, so she decided to return to school to earn her Master's Degree

so her salary would increase. Winnie never gave up - she got her Degree in 1970.

Her teaching career covered assignments in many of the Unit #4 Schools, and her

reputation as an exemplary teacher and role model spread throughout the

community. She supported the education of her two children at the University of

Illinois and is the proud mother of Karen, an Attorney with the United States

Department of Justice, and James, who is in Communication. She is now retired,

but has fond recollections of her teaching career and the rewards from former

students who fondly remember her open-arms, hands-on teaching philosophy.
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Crystal Womble

Crystal Womble has been employed with Krannert

Center for nine years, beginning with the

organization as the Assistant Manager for the Ticket

Office. Currently as the Outreach Director, she is

responsible for building relationships with the

regional community through presentations about

programs and events. In addition, she works with

organizations to plan activities at the Center

through the group sales program.

As the coordinator for Krannert Center's Volunteer

Association, she also supervises the community

volunteers who usher, assist with mailings for the

Youth Series program and assist with the biannual

fundraising events. A member of Krannert's Creative

Intersections Committee, Crystal has worked to develop a new initiative - Jazz

Immersion - which provides informal opportunities to explore jazz through

lectures, narrated concerts, and live "audio tours" of the history of jazz.

 

 

This Legacy is Yours was a cooperative effort between the National Council of Negro Women,

Champaign County Chapter, and the Museum of the Grand Prairie.

A gold star  denotes original charter members of the Champaign County Section of the

National Council of Negro Women.

 

Home Planning

Your Visit

Programs &

Exhibits

About the

Museum

Volunteer

Opportunities

Collections &

Research



Harris, Blanche

Harris, Zelema

Hassell, Betty Jean

Hendricks, Doris Ruth

Herndon, Wilda

Hill, Davie

Hillsman, Ruthie

Hines, Ruth Woodruff 

Hoskins, Doris Baker

Humphrey, Kathryn

Hursey, Shirley

Jamerson, Dora 

Jamerson, Nannie

Johnson, Helen E.

Jones, Kathryn B.

Jones, Marion

Kennedy, Ethel Mae 

Kinase-Leggett, Haruko

Latham, Ruth

Lee, Luetta Smith

Lewis, Patricia McKinley

Tanner, Mary Louise

Tatum, Stephanie 

Tinsley, Veola

Underwood, Evelyn

Utley, Dorothy Hadley

Vickers-Shelley,Dorothy

Walden, Mary Frances

Varnado

Weathersby, Ruby

Wesley, Vera

White, Mary Lucille

Williams, Margot M.

Williams, Rebecca J. 

Wilson, Winnie

Womble, Crystal

Wylie, Ruth Anne 

 

  



THIS LEGACY IS YOURS:

Celebrating the Lasting Contributions of

African American Women

Please select the biography you wish to view

from the list below.

Alexander, Mary

Avery, Patricia

Banks, Carrie Pope

Bazzell, Imani

Benson, Mary Haywood

Benton, Lila Bromwell

Bridgewater, Erma 

Bright, Clara

Campbell, Willie

Chambers, Bernice

Clark, Lucille

Clark, Phyllis D.

Cole, Octavia

Cole, Verene

Conner, Lula

Cook, Nettie Leona

Davis, Ollie Watts

Donaldson, Willeta

Dyer, Rosie L.

Edwards, Maudie Flake

Freeman, Fannie

Gillespie-Washington,

Barbara

Gray, Lucy Jess

Gray, Ruth Stratton

Green, Lucia M.

Harris, Blanche

Marion, Hattie

McGee, Barbara Jean

Melker, Shirley E.

Milton, Sister Elease

Mullen, Eldress Mary

Myles, Rita M.

Nesbitt, Charlotte

Paulk, Hattie

Payton, Sarah B.

Peacock, Elizabeth

(Bessie) 

Pope, Bernice

Pope, Carrie Alice Lee

Pope, Gladys Rhodes

Riley, Louanna A.

Rodgers, Arnetta 

Rodgers, Virginia

Rollins-Gay, Benita Ann

Rowell, Betty

Scantlebury, Miriam

Scott, Anna Wall

Scott, Flora Giles

Scott, Sarah Wilson

Session, Halestine J.

Stoba, Esther Mae

Baker

Tanner, Mary Louise

Ruth Anne Wylie

Daughter of Doris K. Wylie Hoskins, was born in

Urbana, Illinois on August 27, 1939, one of ten

children.

She attended grade, Junior High and High School in

Urbana and graduated - Class of 1957. After

graduation, she accepted employment with the

State Universities Retirement System and retired

after more than 20 years as Secretary to the

Executive Director.

She is a 25 year member of the Provena Covenant

Medical Center Auxiliary and has served in many

areas: as a member of R.S.V.P.; as an Usher with

the Krannert Center Senior Volunteers, and has rendered volunteer services with

the American Red Cross; a volunteer with the Chanute Aerospace Octave Museum,

Districts #4 and 116 of the Public School Systems, as a Lector at St. Mary Roman

Catholic Church, to name a few, and most recently with the Early American

Museum in Mahomet.
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN, INC. 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS: 

633 PENNSYLVANIAAVENUE. NW· WASHINGTON. DC 20004 
TELEPHONE: (202) 737-0120 FAX: (202) 737-0476 

Dear Friend ofNCNW: January, 2001 

We, the members of the Champaign County Section of the National Council of 
Negro Women are asking for your financial support for the work we do in and for our 
Communities. 

Through the years, we have contributed to the United Negro College Fund; the 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholarship Fund; The Sister Mary Gabriel Curby Fund at the 
Provena Covenant Medical Center to help those in need of medical assistance; the 
Annual Cotillion Ball, sponsored by the Gamma Upsilon Psi; The Women' s Fund for the 
Battered Women; to the Women's Safe House, to name a few, and when funds permit, 
we respond to many requests for financial aid from the Community-at-Iarge. 

In the past, we raised funds with Art Shows, Baby Contests, Festivals of Culture, 
Bus Trips to the Black Expo in Indianapolis and our Christmas Galas; however, with the 
expansion of our services to our Communities, we are asking for direct contributions 
from you to help us carry on our work. 

We thought of a Bake Sale, but with restrictions being what they are, plus the 
price of ingredients and all the fuss, we decided to "use our heads" and not struggle 
through "cookies and breads", and call this our Bakeless Bake Sale. 

Thank you so much for reading this letter and Poem. 

For your convenience, we have enclosed a stamped return-addressed envelope. 
Any contribution, large or small, will be greatly appreciated. 

Ruthie Hillsman, President 
Dawn Williams, 1st Vice 
Betty Hassell, 2nd Vice 

Linda Shelton, Rec. Sec'y. 
Marie Scantlebury, Fin. Sec'y. 

Lynn Davis, Treasurer 
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Thank you for your contribution 
to Bakeless Bake Sale fundraiser. 

Your name will be added to our 
list of valued supporters. 

Sincerely, 



National Council of Negro Women, Inc. 
CampaIgn Coun ction 

3328 Ridgewood Drive, Champaign, Illinois 61821 
Telephone: (217) 356-0396 

Email: champaignncnwahotmaiI.com 

September 02, 2002 

Dear NCNW, Inc. Member. 

We hope that you've had a fun-filled and restful Summer! Now that Summer is drawing to a close, ifs time to 
think about the 2002-2003 year for NCNW. Below is a listing of important dates and events-please mark 
your calendars and plan to attend! 

• Saturday, September 14: the first meeting of the year will be held at Mt. Olive Baptist Church 
at 2pm. The meeting agenda includes, 
1. Installation of new officers - Ruthie Hillsman, President; 1st VP; Dr. Linda Lawson, 2nd VP; 

Angela Reggans, Secretary; Gwen White, Asst. Secretary; Alicia Lowery, Financial 
SecretaryfTreasurer; Doris Hoskins, Historian; and Octavia Cole, Chaplain. 

2. Officers reports - calendar of events and year summary by President; sponsored programs 
planned by 1 st VP; membership by 2nd VP; budget & dues paid by Financial SecretarylTreasurer; 
minutes by Secretary; 

3. Reporting on Holiday Gala & Fundraiser - this year's gala will be on Friday, November 22nd
, 

6pm until, at the Holiday Inn, Urbana, IL and will feature entertainment by Chambana R&BIJazz 
Quintet. Tickets are available starting on September 14th and will be given out to members to sell 
at the meeting. No tickets will be mailed this year. 

4. Formation of committees for 2002-2003 NCNW events - Black History Month, Mother's Day 
Brunch, NCNW Taste, etc. 

5. Payment of annual local dues - see page 2 for details and instructions. 
6. Adjournment 

• Saturday, October 12: second meeting ofthe year, 2pm at Mt. Olive 
~.;---

• Saturday, November 9: third meeting of the year, 2pm at Mt. Olive 
• Friday, November 22: Annual Gala and Fundraiser, 6pm until at Holiday Inn 

Please make every effort to attend-we want you to become a part of our exciting and dynamic programs 
that are making such a positive difference!! Your voice counts! 

Founder: Mary McLeod Bethune Chair and President Emerita: Dorothy I. Height President and CEO: Jane E. Smith 



NCNW, Inc. 

Annual Local Membership Dues 

Dear Member, 

As a non-for-profit organization, NCNW, Inc. relies heavily on the timely payment of your local 
dues to help with the operational costs and charitable endeavors of our Champaign County Section. 
Below is a listing of important details concerning payment of annual local membership dues. Please 
review these items and respond accordingly. 

1. Membership Renewal: 
Local membership in the National Council of Negro Women, Inc. must be renewed yearly 
through the payment of your local dues. 

2. Method of Payment & Amount: 
Membership dues are payable either on a monthly basis or an annual basis. Dues are $12/yr for 
students, $24/yr for Seniors age 62 and above, or $36/yr for non-students & non-Seniors. 
Payments by check should be made out to NCNW, Inc. 

3. Monthly Payments Using the Payment Calendar: 
Membership dues paid on a monthly basis must be received at each monthly meeting. Members 
are responsible for making up any missed payments at the next meeting they attend. As 
record of your payment, for each meeting a dues payment is made, the financial 
secretary/treasurer will stamp the month on your payment calendar as "PAID". Please bring the 
enclosed wallet-sized 2002-2003 payment calendar with you to each meeting. 

4. Monthly Payments for July and August: 
Please note that during the months of July and August, NCNW, Inc. does not hold meetings. Thus, 
monthly payments for July and August should be paid in advance on or before the June meeting. 

5. Annual Payment Using the Dues Notice Coupon: 
Membership dues paid on an annual basis may be paid in person or via mail by filling out the 
enclosed payment coupon and submitting to NCNW,lnc. (see address on the payment coupon). 
Please bring the enclosed wallet-sized payment calendar to have it stamped "ANNUAL PAID". 

6. Annual Payments made During the Year: 
Members who have made annual dues payment (either for new membership or renewal) between 
November 2001 and August 2002, your annual dues are not due by the October 12th date given 
on the payment coupon. Instead, your annual dues are due on the anniversary of your original ___ I 
payment-between November 2002 and August 2003. For example, a member who paid 
annual dues in January 2002 would renew their annual membership by paying in January 2003. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please call me at 373-9859. Thanking you in advance for your 
continued cooperation, 

Lin G. Lawson, Ph. . 
NCNW, Inc., 2nd VP, Membership 

Founder: Mary McLeod Bethune Chair and President Emerita: Dorothy I. Height President and CEO: Jane E. Smith 
r. 

L.. 



National Council of Negro Women, Inc.
Champaign County Section

Officers
September 2002 - September 2003

President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary

Ruthie Hillsman
Jacqueline Archey
Linda Lawson
Gwen White

Financial Secretary/ Treasurer Alicia Lowery
Chaplain Octavia Cole

Rita Miles
Historian Cheryl Kennedy

Founder; Mary McCleod Bethune
Lacal Fouder : Odessa Hudson

CEO Emerita :Dorothy I. Height
Local President: Ruthie Hillsman



itional National Council of Negro Women, Inc, Champaign Section, Membership Roster

Adair
Allen
Archey
Benson
Bondurant
Bright
Brownlee
Chillis
Clark
Cole
Collins
Cook
Cowan
Davis
Delaney
Dyer
Edwards
Gillespie-Washington
Harris
Hassell
Hillsman
Hoskins
Hudson
Humphrey
Hursey
Jackson
Jakobson
Jamerson
Kennedy
Lacy
Lawson
Leggett
Lowery
Malcome
Marion
Melker

Patricia
Louise
Jacqueline
Mary
Murial
Clara
Laura
Tanya
Phyllis
Octavia
Chevonne
Stephanie
Larine Y.
Arahlynn
Nela
Rosie
Maudie
Barbara
Violet
Betty
Ruthie
Doris
Odessa
Kathryn
Shirley
Tanya
Naomi
Dora
Cheryl
Beverly
Linda
Haruko
^Alicia
Marion
Hattie
Shirley

204 N. Abbey Rd
2129 Sunview Drive
2112 Ransom Place
24 Hedge Court
3502 White Willow Circle
J208W. Tremont
1401 Adam
206 Holts Dr.
1206 1/2 W. Dublin St.
1205 Crispus Dr
609 S. Randolph#209
106 East G.H. Baker Dr
100 Swanlund Bldg, 601 E John
1803 S.Anderson
1201 Carver Drive
608 E. Beardsley Ave
1204 1/2 N. Goodwin
205 E. Kenyon RD
104W. George Huff Dr
2114 Georgetown Circle
3328 Ridgewood Dr
1 208 W. Church
1212 Paula Dr
716 Tawney Court
1309 Ellis Dr
502 W. Hill St, # 305
803 W. Main St.
1305W. Tremont
219AS. Lake of Woods Rd
412 E. Church St
301 W. Curtis Rd, # 4-202
607 W. Pennsylvania
1502 Cambridge Dr
URH Evans 1 1 15 W. Nevada #4i
2202 Grange Circle
1305 W. Bloomington RD

Urbana
Champaign
Urbana
Champaign
Champaign
Urbana
Urbana
Champaign
Urbana
Champaign
Champaign
Urbana
Champaign
Urbana
Champaign
Champaign
Urbana
Urbana
Urbana
Champaign
Champaign
Urbana
Champaign
Champaign
Urbana
Champaign
Urbana
Urbana
Mahomet
Champaign
Savoy
Urbana
Champaign
Champaign
Urbana
Champaign

IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL

61802
61821
61801
61821
61822
61801
61801
61820
61801
61820
61820
61801
61820
61801
61820
61821
61801
61801
61801
61821
61821
£1801_
61821
61820
61801
61820
61801
61801
61853
61820
61874
61801
61821
61820
61801
61821

344-2521
351-2993
344-5340
359-6402
359-9303
384-5304
384-6087
239-0395
367-6302
352-8703
239-1718
337-1418
328-1156
384-5391
359-3132
356-4986
367-0763
384-7413
344-1517
359-3840
356-0396
328-1987
359-4623
356-4180
367-4176
390-6372
344-1094
328-2045
586-3748
359-3972
373-9859
328-6767
398-6839
332-6041
328-4409
356-3199

adairepaJ0msn.com

jarchev@parkland.cc.il. us
maryhben@ameritech .net

crcollin@uiuc.edu
stephcookl 103@hotmail.cc
l-cowan@uiuc.edu

akalavania82@aol.com
gillesba@cmi.k12.il. us

RHillsman@parkland.edu

iake19380insightB8.com

ckennedy@soltec.net

lawsonl(5>demaco.com

amlowery@uillinois.edu
malcome@uiuc.edu

Aufl

Mar

Apr

Oct

Nov

Mar

Sep
Sep
Apr
Jan
Dec
Oct

Jan
Jul

Sep
Dec
Nov
May
Jul

Sep
Jul

Nov
Jan



National Council of Negro Women, Inc, Champaign Section, Membership RosterJl

Merrifield
Myles
Nelson Rivers
Odior
Perry
PinderHughes
Scantlebury
Scantlebury
Tanner-Cofield
Terry
Vickers-Shelley
Walden
White
Williams
Young

51

Estelle
Rita
Eunice
Binta
Mary
Dianne
Marie
Miriam
Vivian
Earlene
Dorothy
Mary
Gwen
Paula
Alissia

1403W. Beslin
301 Nelson Court
JOSStanageAve
1600W. Bradley Apt I- 186
46 Richard Drive
71 4 W. Washington St
PO Box 82472
2204 Clover Lane
1502 N. Ridgeway Ave
1203 N. Busey
117B W.Michigan
2501 Meadow Square Lane
800 S. Mattis #C3
1804 Summit Drive
332 Paddock Drive W.

14-Jun-03

Urbana
Champaign
Champaign
Champaign
Urbana
Urbana
Baton Rougi
Champaign
Champaign
Urbana
Urbana
Champaign
Champaign
Urbana
Savoy

IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
LA
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL

61802
61820
61820
61821
61802
61801
70884-2471
61821
61821
61810
61801
61822
61821
61802
61874

367-4585
352-4527
356-4759

384-8352
328-0270

2

359-3330
359-4420
384-2915
384-0622
403-0888
352-0303
898-1509
355-4959

odior@uiuc.edu

dpindejtijgpuc.edu

mscantle(8>,mhc. uiuc.edu

ETERRY12ffljaol.com

pwillrns@uiuc.edu
amyoung1@ulyc.edu

Jan

Dec
Dec
Jun

Nov

Apr

_Aug
Apr

Sep



National Council of Negro Women

January 2001 minutes

(Entered @ 2:25 p.m.)

Vice President Report:
Bakeless Bake Sale nmdraising letters and poems were distributed

And,
Dawn Williams remind us about the upcoming workshop February 17*, occurs next
weekend, @ the Douglass Branch Library, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

and,
Need a committee chair and members for the Young Women Leadership/Sister
Committed to Excellence - Program addressing the female African American
population on campus

and,
Need committee chair and members for 77i£s Legacy is Your*; Celebrating the Lasting
Contributions of African American Women exhibit featuring the Champaign County
Section of NCNW at the Early American Museum in Mahomet, starting in Jtrfy x?-*-***--
through August v
see Sheryl Kennedy / Ms. Hopkins

C^tf - r - / (

New ideas:
Ms. Dorothy Vickers-Shefly suggests our NCNW to be supportive of Dawn Bkcknton.
she has the details

Programs in alliance with the Kwanzaa principles throughout the year (September
2001-May 2002)

want to mention about this years Black Expos and expectations concerning
transportation



National Council of Negro Women
Champaign County Section
1st Vice-President's Report

January 13, 2001

Bakeless Bake Sale fundraising letters and poems to be distributed to
members today.

Economic Empowerment Workshop will be held on February 17, 2001 from
11:00-1:00 at the Douglass Branch Library (504 E. Grove). Facilitator-
Lynn Davis
Needed: Church Announcements, E-mail Announcements, Word of mouth
correspondence

Black Women Alliance Walkathon Committee meeting will be held on
Friday, January 19th at 6pm, 1703 East Florida Ave Apt 105, Urbana.

Need a committee chair and committee members for Young Woman
Leadership/Sisters Committed to Excellence- Programs addressing the
female African American population on campus.

Need a committee chair and committee members for This Legacy is
Yours: Celebrating the Lasting Contributions of African American
Women exhibit featuring the Champaign County Section of NCNW at the
Early American Museum in Mahomet.

"The Black Family" ideas:

1. Programs in alliance with the Kwanzaa principles throughout the
year (Sep 2001- May 2002)

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



MISSIONmatters
•̂̂ •̂̂ ••••••••̂ •̂̂ ^ •̂̂ •̂̂ •••••••̂ •̂ •̂••M^H^MOTMMî H^M^H^ l̂̂ H^^^^^^^^^MMa^^^^^^^ l̂̂ ^^^MMHî ^H^KmWM

A Newsletter for Employees, Physicians, Volunteers and Auxilians Vol. 1 Issue 4 February 2001

Diane Friedman
President/CEO

Dear Colleagues:

I want to let you know about "Healthy
Women," an exciting new program that
the Community Relations Committee of the
Foundation has initiated. Healthy Women
is a strategic initiative to reach out to our
community and educate and celebrate
women and their ever-changing and
expanding roles in the 21st century.

The inaugural program will feature
renowned author, speaker and financial
planner, Ms. Suze Orman. Ms. Orman is the
author of three best selling books: The
Courage to Be Rich, The 9 Steps to Financial
Freedom, and You've Earned It, Don't Lose
It. Ms. Orman's message will emphasize
the importance of establishing a positive
financial attitude before developing finan-
cial control. Her program will be entitled
WOMEN - HEALTHY, WEALTHY and WISE.

The program will be held Wednesday, May
2, 2001. (See the article in this issue of
Mission Matters for all the details.)

We are giving our employees the opportu-
nity to buy tickets before they go on sale
to the general public. I encourage you to
get a group of your co-workers together
and reserve your table now!

Sincerely,

PROVENA
Covenant Medical Center

Clara Bright, Ruthie Hillsman, Joda Morton, and Sr. Mary Robert Morton

National Council of Negro Women
donates to Sister Mary Gabriel Curby Fund
On February 2, Foundation Executive Director Joda Morton accepted a
donation from the National Council of Negro Women on behalf of the Sister
Mary Gabriel Curby Fund. The donation will be used to help address imme-
diate healthcare needs of those who can't afford to pay. NCNW President
Rudiie Hillsman presented the check in the Provena Covenant lobby.

"We became aware of the fund, and thought this would parallel the goals
of the NCNW," said Hillsman.

In a letter to Joda Morton, Hillsman wrote:

"It is our pledge to make a lasting contribution to all that is finest and
best in America, to cherish and enrich her heritage of freedom and
progress by working for the integration of all of her peoples regardless of
race, creed, or national origin, into her spiritual, social, cultural and
civic life and thus aid her to achieve the glorious destiny of a true and
unfettered democracy. We appreciate the support that is provided by the
Servants of the Holy Heart of Mary. We would like to present this check
to the Sister Mary Gabriel Curby Fund. "

Hillsman said the NCNW serves people of all backgrounds, not just the
African-American community.

"We try to reach out to the whole community, especially where it can
strengthen the quality of life for women, children and their families" said
Hillsman. •

If you would like more information on the National Council of Negro
Women, see their Web site at http://www.ncnw.com.



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN, INC.

February 10,2001 Black History Month
Agenda

Call meeting to order
Prayer
Pledge : It is our pledge to make a lasting contribution to all that is finest and best in
America, to cherish and enrich her heritage of freedom and progress by working for
the integration of all of her people regardless of race, creed or national origin into her
spiritual, social, cultural and civic life and thus aid to achieve the glorious destiny of
a true and unfettered democracy.

Officers report
-President
-1 V. President

2 V. President
Secretary
Treasurer
Financial Secretary ( Marie Scantlebury resigned her position and we are in need of a

of a Financial Secretary )
Chaplain ( bereavement, birthdays, illness)

Committee report
Donation 2001 fund- raiser

$1000.00 Dr. Martin Luther King's Jr. Scholarship Fund
300.00 Sister Mary Gabriel Curby Fund

Donation to Women's Safe House when they have their open house
Donation to Illini Dancer's ( amount ??? )

Other Committee reports
Mother's Day Luncheon May 12, 2001
Indiana Black Expo ??? July 14,2001
November/ December Holiday Gala ???

Old business
a)
b)

New business
a)
b)

Collect dues
Adjourn



Young Women Leadership Program
Committee Report

NCNW Champaign County Section
February 10,2001

Tentative Programs for Fall 2001

Community Mothers:
Designed to help college women build a home away from home while in
Champaign County.

Welcome to Champaign-Urbana Forum:
One time event held at the beginning of the semester to give first year college
women a brief history of the community and campus connection, locations and
addresses to necessary locations and possibly car-pool options.

Support Network:
Circulating phone-list for reciprocal support such as advice to a student, spiritual
guidance, etc.

Respectfully submitted,

aprice J. B



Possible exhibit titles:

Lasting Contributions: Portraits of Champaign County African American Women

This Legacy Is Yours: Lasting Contributions of Champaign County African American Women

This Legacy Is Yours: Portraits of African American Women Making A Difference

This Legacy Is Yours: Celebrating the Lasting Contributions of African American Women

This Legacy Is Yours: Portraits of Champaign County African American Women

Quilt exhibit title:
The Fabric of Our Culture: featuring African American quilters



National Council of Negro Women
Champaign County Section
1st Vice President's Report

February 10, 2001

NCAAM collaboration- Robert Walker, Chairman of NCAAAA, proposes
that we co-sponsor future fundraising and service program events
together. When doing so, he suggests that we draft a working
agreement for the event. He includes our involvement with their annual
awards program, in which I will co-AAC with Daryl Yarber and Ruthie will
present the Golden Spirit Helping Hand Award.

Service Program Committee Reports:
>• Economic Empowerment Workshop- Scheduled for Saturday, February

17, 2001 at 11am. Facilitated by Lynn Davis. Please continue to
advertise the event.

• Black Woman Alliance Walkathon- Scheduled for Saturday April 28,
2001 tentatively at AAeadowbrook Park on Windsor Road in Urbana.
Co-Sponsored by Women of Color. Charitable proceeds will benefit
the National Black Leadership Commission on AIDS (BLCA). Please
see description sheet. This is a HUGE project and we will need as
much assistance as possible. Next committee meeting will be 6pm on
Friday, February 16, 2001 at my apt.

•> • Young Women Leadership- Sisters Committed to Excellence
Committee- Report by Caprice Banks

• This Legacy is Yours Exhibit Committee: Report by Cheryl Kennedy

• Black Family Program Ideas?????



National Council of Negro Women, Inc.

Financial Secretary Report February 2001

Bakeless Bake Sale
National Dues

Total

$120.00
25.00

$145.00

Barbara Tatum
Lucy Gray
Vivian Tanner Cofield

Shirley Hursey
Ulica Veasey
Yvonne D.Thompson

Check #389
3826
5708

6336
7038
5789

$!0.00
10.00
50.00 ($25.00 Nat'l Dues $25.00 Bake

sale)
15.00
50.00
10.00

Submitted by: Ruthie Hillsman



The Champaign County Section of the

Rational Council of Negro

Presents
An Economic Empowerment Workshop

Where:

When:

Why:

v

The Douglass Library
504 East Grove St., Champaign

Saturday, February 17, 2001- 11:00 am

To become more knowledgeable
about investing money for a more
secure financial future.

**This event is free and open to the public.
NCNW is a non-profit organization.



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN
TREASURER'S REPORT

March 10,2001

Beginning Balance as of 02/10/01 $1350.60

Deposits: 02/15/01 $253.00
02/26/01 $117.00

$370.00

Checks written: #766 $10.00
#767 $50.00
#768 $150.00
#769 $60.00
#770 $60.00
#771 $60.00

$390.00

Ending balance: $1330.60



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN, INC.

March 10,2001
Agenda

Call meeting to order
Prayer
Pledge : It is our pledge to make a lasting contribution to all that is finest
and best in America, to enrich her heritage of freedom and progress and by
working for the integration of all of her people regardless of race , creed,or
national origin, into her spiritual, social, cultural and civic life and thus aher
to achieve the glorious destiny of a true and unfettered democracy.

Officer's report
President
IV. President
2V. President
Secretary
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Chaplain ( birthday's, illness, bereavement)

Committee reports
Bake sale
Walk a thon
Mary McCleod Bethune Birthday Celebration
Mother's Day Luncheon

Old business

New business

Collect dues

Adjourn with closing song "This Little Light of Mine"

Next meeting April 14,2001

Have a BLESSED WEEKEND!



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN, INC.
April 14, 2001

Agenda

, Call meeting to order
* Prayer

J Pledge: It is our pledge to make a lasting contribution to all that is finest and
best in America, to cherish and enrich her heritage of freedom and progress
and by working for the integration of all of her people regardless of race,
creed, or national origin, into her spiritual, social, cultural and civic life, thus
aid her to achieve the glorious destiny of a true and unfettered democracy.
Officers report

President /-TL\ IV. President

2 V. President
Secretary
Financial Secretary

1 Treasurer

Committee reports
Chaplain Birthdays, Bereavement, etc.
May Mother's Day Luncheon
June Taste of NCNW
July Mary McLeod Bethune Birthday Celebration
July Indiana Black Expo NCAAM
November / December Annual Fund-raiser ???

Old business

New business
Nominating committee for election of officers

Collect dues
Mother's Day Luncheon May 12,2001
Adjourn: Closing song " This Little Light of Mine"

fS^JCL
i-y^_
/4AA^_JL&



NCNW
Financial Secretary's Report
April 14, 2001

Bake less Bake Sale

Gladys Downing
Deborah Carroll
Robin Barrow
Maudie Edwards
Bessie McKinney

Money Order # 345 8419 899 $50.00
Check #613 20.00
Check # 1042 20.00
Check #8861 10.00
Check# 6757 10.00

Total $110.00



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN
TREASURER'S REPORT

AprO 21,2001

Beginning Balance as of 03/10/01 $1330.60

Deposits: none reported.

Checks written: #772 3/10/01
Del Teens $100.00

#773 3/10/01
Dawn Williams $45.00

#774 3/10/01
Brown,Hobbs,McMurry $85.50

#775 3/10/01
Urbana Park Distr. $200.00

Ending balance: $900.10



Sponsored by the National Council of Negro Women and Women of Color

Saturday, April 28, 2001 .



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN, INC,

CHAMPAIGN COUNTY SECTION
3338 RIDGEWOOD DRIVE
C H A M P A I G N , IL. 61821

\Ve. the members of the Champaign County Section of the National Council of Negro
Women (NCNW) in collaboration wi th Women of Color (WOC). ask for your
organization's support in br inging awareness to the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the African
American community by jo in ing us in our Black Woman All iance WalkatilOn This 2K
Walk w i l l be held on Saturday, April 28lh. from l-3pm in Meadowbrook Park, Urbana.
Proceeds from this event wi l l go to the National Black Leadership Commission on AIDS
(BLCA).

In 1999. more African Americans were reported to have AIDS than any other racial or
ethnic group. Nearly two-thirds of all women reported to have AIDS are African
American. We are truly a "community in crisis", but there is hope. The BLCA is a non-
profit organization committed to informing and organizing the efforts of Black leadership
throughout the nation in order to help them fight AIDS in their local communities.

Locally, organizations such as the NCNW and WOC have acted as advocates for the
concerns of African Americans, especially those of African American women. The
NCNW has a mission "to help women improve the quality of life for themselves, their
families and communities". The Champaign Section has raised funds for several
community organizations and has aimed to raise awareness in the Black community
through programs such as their "Economic Empowerment Workshop". Likewise. WOC
began at the U of I to "recognize the achievements and needs of black women on campus
as wel l as their surrounding community". Although WOC is most known for their annual
conference, they also host several other programs and events addressing education, health
and political issues in the community.

-

Enclosed, you w i l l find all the necessary materials your organization w i l l need to
participate in the Walk. These include ( 1 ) response form. (2) copies of the sponsorship
form and ( 1 ) AIDS Awareness Facts Sheet. Please join us and approximately eight other
women organizations for food, fun and fellowship. We also ask that your team dress in
its organizational paraphernalia. Walkers should a r r ive by 12 Noon to ensure proper and
t i m e l y check in. We w i l l be wa lk ing , be it rain or shine.

If you have any questions or need additional materials, please contact Dawn Williams at
( 2 1 7 ) 328-0987 or via email at J -v - . i i : ;

HIV/AIDS is a reality in the African American community, but knowing this is only half
the battle. The other half is fighting in it. Please encourage members of your
organization to represent in the Walk: your organization's presence wil l make a
difference. Thank you in advance and we look forward to seeing you on April 28th!

Enclosures



HIV/AIDS among African-Americans
Fact Sheet

• Representing only an estimated 13% of the total U.S. population,
African Americans make up almost 37% of all AIDS cases
reported in this country.

• Almost two-thirds (63%) of all women reported with AIDS are
African American.

• African American children also represented almost two-thirds
(65%) of all reported pediatric AIDS cases.

• Among African American women, injection drug use has
accounted for 42% of all AIDS case reports since the epidemic
began, with 38% due to heterosexual contact.

• In 1999, more African Americans were reported with AIDS than
any other racial/ethnic group.

• African Americans represented a high proportion (50%) of all AIDS
diagnoses, but an even greater proportion (57%) of all HIV
diagnoses in 1999.

• And among young people (ages 13 to 24), 65% of the HIV
diagnoses reported were among African Americans.

• Researchers estimate that 240,000-325,000 African Americans -
about 1 in 50 African American men and 1 in 160 African
American women - are infected with HIV.

• Of those infected with HIV, it is estimated that almost 118,000
African Americans were living with AIDS at the end of 1998.

• The 1999 rate of reported AIDS cases among African Americans
was 66.0 per 100,000 people in the population, more than 2 times
greater than the rate for Hispanics and 8 times greater than the
rate for Whites.



Walkathon Committee Report

Due to lack of resources, the NCNW and WOC Walk-a-thon has been
postponed until early fall.

-Women of Color and the Urbana Park District have been informed of
the cancellation.

-We, NCNW will be refunded $245.00 in the form of a check payable
to NCNW

-The check will be mailed to the address of Dawn Williams in 2 weeks

Disadvantages
-Redistribution of sponsorship funds

Future Plans for the Walk-a-thon
-Tentatively scheduled for early October
-We will ask for the involvement of other campus organizations, men

and women groups
-Sponsorship packets will be distributed in early September
-We will begin corresponding this summer with businesses pertaining

to donations
-Co-sponsorship of the Walk-a-thon is still being considered
-Location is also under consideration

\e Walk-a-thon Committee sincerely apologizes for any inconveniences and

or disappointments due to its postponement of this event. We decided that
any event planned by NCNW should be of quality, which is essential to its
success. We were not comfortable with the quality of this event so we have
decided to postpone it to ensure quality.



Black Woman Alliance Walkathon
Sponsorship Form

Name //g-r-r'y [}«..*> * & / ' Team_

Sponsor's Name

-iA nt-jkt

Address & Telephone #

Team Leader

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

11.

—

Amount

14.

16.

18.

19..

20.

*Please feel free to duplicate as needed.
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ELEANOR ROOSEVELT

(12) Mrs. Beihune and Mrs. Roosevelt were close friends. Their
relation was a symbiosis based on respect arid common interests.
Together they made a powerful team for carrying out projects to
which they had devoted their lives.
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ANNUAL
MOTHER'S DAY
LUNCHEON

Sponsored By:

National Council of Negro Women, Inc.

Guest Speaker:
Doris Hoskins

May 12, 2001 11:30 a.m.
Park Inn 2408 N. Cunningham, Urbana, IL.

Reservation 384 - 0622



I DON'T WANT TO BAKE NO MO'!

Hundreds and thousands of things I've baked
My body, my hands for goodness sake
In case you're wondering, these poor hands of mine
Like my body, has grown tired over time
Cookies, doughnuts, and even cakes
All amongst the things I've baked

Now before I go on and begin my plea
Understand my participation in bake jobs without any fee
I've worked over years very diligently
Slavin' the oven for tasteful pastries

Now the catch is this, cuz I'm ready to end
My duty of baking, so here it goes my friend
I've baked over the years as a useful tool
Raising money for children to go to school

•
So here's my plea from me to you
It's almost like that of a Catch 22
I want to stop baking, but I don't want the money to end
So here's mv plea to vou mv friend* i j ~

Okav please understand, okav here it goesf i - <_'

Plain and simple
I JUST DON'T WANT TO BAKE NO MO'!

-Chandra Gill
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"THIS LEGACY IS YOURS" Exhibit Opens at EAM

We have some stories of achieve-
ment to pass on! The mission-
nn/ society of Bethel church is

mimed for her. She became a mother figure

to countless children throughout the com-

munity. She's i7/?(vn/s tnil in Ilic communi-

ty doing something lor someone. Mum/
children refer to her us "The Book Lidy."

Site lias worked hard to gel drugs and vio-

lence out of her neighborhood. She has

endeared herself to her students, some of

whom are j'urents of tier students today.

These are but a few of the observations
you will discover in the biographies of

80 African American women featured
at the Harly American Museum in
Mahomet this summer, a mere sam-

pling of the contributions made by all
women in government, the arts, educa-

tion and in the economic, cultural and
political l ife of Champaign County.

Tliis Legacy is Yours: Celebrating
the Lasting Contributions of African

American Women opened June 2nd and
will remain on display through Sep-
tember 30th. It is a joint project of the

Early American Museum and the
National Council of Negro Women and
marks the beginning of the 20th anni-
versary of the local chapter of NCNW.
In addition, this exhibit includes a number
of <.|uilts representing life experiences
and memories shared.

/ tivTs reminded that it's not what you

have, but wlmt \/ou do with wlial you have

Iliat makes a difference. Countless private
decisions such as this one, framed the lives
of these women and all who contribu le to
the life of the community. You will truly
be ama?,ed at what you will learn from

those who have been willing to share their
story and experiences with others. *

Anne Roosevelt Helps Early
American Museum Celebrate

"I feel like I did as a child at Val-Kill,
my grandmother's home... surrounded

by friendly strangers, warmed by their

welcome." That's what Anne Roosevelt,
granddaughter of Franklin D. and Eleanor,
said on a recent visit to the Early American
Museum. Roosevelt came to speak to a

reception for the National Council of
Negro Women's local chapter on July 7th.
Over 80 visitors sat rapt as Rcx>sevelt spoke
about her grandmother's relationship with Mary McLeod Bethune, the founder

of the National Council of Negro Women. The talk and reception celebrated,

Bethune's birth date (July 10), as well as the Legacy exhibit. (See story.) + .

L to R, Cheryl Kennedy, director of the
museum; Ruthie Hillsman, president,
local chapter of NCNW; Anne Roosevelt;
Doris Hoskins, Champaign County
African American History Committee.
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Council honors its founder, other black women
Grandchild of

former first lady
speaks to group
By ERNST LAMOTHE JR.
News Gazette Staff Writer

MAHOMET — The lives of
tv/o former first ladies were
the backdrop for honoring the
achievements of black women.

The National Council of
Negro Women and the Early
American Museum in Mahomet
Saturday highlighted Eleanor
Roosevelt and Mary McLeod
Bethune, founder of the organi-
zation.

Bethune, who would have
celebrated a birthday on
Saturday, was often called the
first lady of the organization,
and the council wanted to
remember her lists of accom-
plishments.

As a political and social
leader, Bethune fought for
child welfare, women's rights
and the plight of blacks during

the 1900s.
She spanned the United

States spreading her message,
which also resulted in meet-
ings with four different presi-'
dents in the White House.

Anne Roosevelt, the grand-
daughter of President
Franklin and Eleanor
Roosevelt, spoke to more than
80 women about the, friend-
ship shared by her famous
grandmother and Bethune.

"When they looked at each
other, I envisioned a relation-
ship where my grandmother
saw herself in Mary
(Bethune)," she said.

Roosevelt was invited to
speak by Cheryl Kennedy, the
director of the museum. Her
speech mirrored the chapter's
theme of "This Legacy is
Yours."

Homemade quilts sewn by
members from the organiza-
tion and pictures sampling
black female leaders in
Champaign County served as
colorful ' scenery for

Roosevelt's speech.
A legacy wall was construct-

ed in the museum to empha-
size the stamp that these
women placed on the commu-
nity as role models for future
generations.

"This legacy is mine as well
and I claim these women as
examples to show my chil-
dren," said Roosevelt, who
received a crystal jar and a red
and white corsage after her
speech.

The National Council of
Negro Women had a birthday
of its own as the Champaign
County chapter celebrated 20
years in the area.

The group focuses on help-
ing black women to improve
the quality of life for them-
selves, families and their com-
munity.

Nationally, various chapters
have reached and continued
the message of empowerment
to four million women. The
nonprofit organization also
raises money for several acad-

emic funds, such as the
Martin Lujher King
Scholarship.

President Ruthie Hillsman
recognized the dual signifi-
cance of the event.

"It was time to recognize the
lasting contribution and influ-
ence of many African-
American women," said
Hillsman. "The exposure in a
community like Mahomet is
important for creating diversi-
ty."

Organizers wanted the
achievements of black women
and the message of bridging
racial gaps to be as intertwined
as Eleanor Roosevelt and Mary
McLeod Bethune.

As she closed her speech,
Roosevelt went back to the two
people who carried the torch of
the women's movement well
after suffrage was granted.

"It was just a pleasure to
help honor these two great
women as organizers, political
activists and friends," she
said.

News Gazette photo by Robert K. O'Danletl

Anne Roosevelt, left, the granddaughter of former first lady
Eleanor Roosevelt, talks with Miriam B. Scantlebury of Cham-
paign before her speech to a group at the Early American Muse-
um in Mahomet on Saturday afternoon.





















Agenda
COME BACK

Call meeting to order
Prayer
Pledge
It is our pledge to making a lasting contribution to all that is finest and best in America, to
cherish and enrich her heritage of freedom and progress and by working for the
integration of all of her people regardless of race, creed or national origin, into her
spiritual, social, cultural and civic life and thus aid her to achieve the glorious destiny of a
true and unfettered democracy.

Nominating Committee: Slate of officers for 2002 - 2004

Officers reports
President
1st V. President
2nd V. President
Secretary
Financial Secretary
Treasurer

Committee reports
Committee Chairperson for annual fund
Chaplain Birthdays, Bereavement, etc.

Old business

New business

Collect dues
Meeting adjourn

Next meeting , October 12, 2001



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN, INC.
National Council of Negro Women

Champaien County Section
3328 Ridgewood Drive
Champaign, IlinoLs

Prospective Members:

Our regular meetings will convene Saturday, September 15, 2001. No it is not the second
Saturdav which will resume October 13, 2001.

We want you to become a part of our exciting and dynamic programs that are making such a
positive difference. Our hats off to members, Doris Koskins, and Cheryl Kennedy for the many
hours they spent putting together the display for the exhibit giving recognition to the many African
American Women who have made a contribution in our community. The display,'This Legacy is
Yours" was well received and we want to include all women who have made contributions.
The NCNW motto is to LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND.

You see, there has never been a more critical time than now to be a member of NCNW. We
believe there is a new awareness of the need for the values of self help, individual worth and
dignity, hard work, religious faith, self discipline and education.

There is an urgent need for the important NCNW programs that are making a major difference in
lives of so many African American women and their families all over America.

NCNW understands that families are the heart of the American community. Strong families beget
strong families — that work to help today's families understand the values and methods that will
enable tomorrow's families to be strong and healthy.

And because of your support and the support or" our NCNW members, we can multiply our
influences many times over.

So please take the time to renew your membership or become a new member of our local and
National Section by sending your S25.00 dues payment. The dues income we receive gives us
much of the financial support we need to accomplish many goals and programs.

The Nominating Committee will propose a slate of officers for the years 2002 - 2004. If you
have an interest in holding an office, please contact Dianne Pinderhughes, the Committee
Chairperson at 328 - 0270.

Please mark your calendars and I hope to see you at our September meeting.

Sincerely,
.Ruthie Hillsman
President

FCUNCER: Mary McLeofl 3«thune PRESIDENT: Ocrotny I. Height AFFILIATED WITH: National Council at Women of tn« United States
International Council of WcmervNadonal AssemOly for Social Policy 4 Development CaMntxjt/oni *r* aeducno** fof incotn* tux



Moving Forward. 20 Years
Leave No One Behind

1981 - 2001

Founded in 1981 the National the National Council of Negro Women, Inc. observed it's
Twentieh Year Anniversary July 2001.

A celebration was held at the Early American Museum, in Mahomet. Illinois honoring our
founder Mary McLeod Bethune and African American women who have made a
jontribution in our community. We were honored to have Anne Roosevelt, the at grand
aughter of President Franklin andEleanor Roosevelt as our guest speaker.

The local section of the National Council of Negro Women, Inc. was organized by Mrs
Odessa in 1981 with an idea in mind to pursue the goal to "Leave No One Behind" and
strive to help improve the quality of life for African American women, children and their
families.

Through the years we have contributed to the United NegroCollege Fund; The Martin
Luther King, Jr. Scholarship Fund; The Sister Mary Gabriel Curby Fund at Provena
Covenant Medical Center to help those in need of medical assistance: The Annual Cotillion
Ball, sponsored by the Gamma Upsilon Psi, to help young ladies pursue a higher level of
education; The Women's Safe House and the Women's Fund to name a few and when funds
permit we respond to many request for financial aid from the community.

The times demand that we draw strength from our 20 years of struggle and engage ourselves
in making a difference in the lives of African American women and their families.
Strong families beget strong families.

Together we can make a lasting contribution to all that is finest and best in our community.



Current Officers for the year 2001:

President: Ruthie Hillsman
1st Vice-President: Dawn Williams

•>nd Vice-President: Betty Hassell
Secretary: Linda Shelton

Financial Secretary: Caprice Banks
Treasurer: Lynn Davis
Chaplain: Octavia Cole

In 1981, Mrs. Odessa Hudson recognized the need for a Champaign County
Section of the National Council of Negro Women. An organizational meeting was
called at the Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church and from this meeting,
the Champaign County Section of the National Council of Negro Women was
born. Mrs. Shirley Walker was elected its first President followed by:

Rebecca Williams
Anna Wall Scott

Willie Lee Campbell
Mary Haywood Benson

Ruthie Hillsman

Membership is open to all women regardless of race, creed or national origin.
- ^— — . —•



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN , INC

The National Council of Negro Women, Inc. is a non profit membership organization that was
organi/ed in Champaign County by Mrs. Odessa Hudson in 1981.
The sectioiA mission is to help improve the quality of life for the African American families and
communities.

The Champaign Section has raised funds for several community organizations and has aimed to
raise awareness in the Black community through programs such as their "Economic Empowerment
Workshop ". They also host other programs and events addressing education, health and political
issues.

Through the years, we have contributed to the United Negro College Fund, the Martin Luther
(King, Jr. Scholarship Fund, The Sister Mary Gabriel Curby Fund at Provcna Medical Center for
jthose in need of medical assistance, the Annual Cotillion Ball to help provide scholarships for
/African American students who-am seek ing a higher education, the Women's Fund for battered
women and the Women Safe House to name a few
The corporation shall exist exclusively for educational and charitable purposes as herein set forth
The particular business and objectives of this corporation shall be
To strengthen the family life;
To educate the public generally to a sense of better citizenship;
To provide cultural enrichment for youth and adults;
To develop and maintain achieve of, and dissemination of African American history1

To formulate , sponsor and conduct educational programs promoting the personal development
and leadership qualities of women and girls, in order to enable them more effectively to fill their
roles in home and family, church and community.

Our membership is open to all women regardless of race creed or national origin.

President; Ruthie Hillsman
IV. President . Dawn Williams
2 V. President : Betty Hassell
Secretary; Linda Shelton
Financial Secretary : Caprice Banks
Treasurer : Lynn Davis
Chaplain ; Octavia Cole

• • •

FOUNDER : Mary McLcod Bethune PRESIDENT: Dorothy 1. Height
AFFILIATED WITH : National Council of Negro Women of the United States
International Council of Women/ National Assembly for Social Policy & Development
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NCNVV MEETING November 10.2001
Agenda

Call meeting to order
Prayer
Pledge: It is our pledge to make a lasting contribution to all that is finest and best in
America, to cherish and enrich her heritage of freedom and progress and by working
for the integration of all of her people regardless of race, creed, or national origin,
into her spiritual, social, cultural and civic life, thus aid her to achieve the glorious
destiny of a true and unfettered democracy.
Officers report

President
IV. President
2V. President
Secretary
Financial Secretary
Treasurer

Committee reports ̂
December /-> Holiday Gala fund raiser^- **"
December^ Christmas Party gift exchange
February Black Historv Month pL^^o
May
June

Mother's Day Luncheon -
Taste of NCNW

\  i

Birthdays November
Bereavement

Old business

New business

Coiiect dues
Adjourn: This Little Light of Mine

Next meeting December 8, 2001
Please bring food to share and exchange of gifts.



OFFICERS
Ruthie Hillsman, President

Jacqueline Archey, 1st Vice President
Betty J. Hassell, 2nd Vice President

Chevonne Collins, Secretary
Lynn Davis, Treasurer

Caprice Banks, Financial Secretary
Hattie Marian, Historian
Octavia Cole, Chaplin

Hostesses

Patricia Odair
Betty J. Hassell
Hattie Marian

Sandra Washington
Clara Bright

Alicia Lowery
Linda Lawson

Marie Scantlebury

Special Thanks To:

Capital City DJ, Leland Mosley
Victory Britt

Maruwa Jazz Band
Louis Kehinde

National Council of Negro Women

Presents

Annual Holiday Gala

Saturday, December 15, 2001

6:00 p.m. till midnight
Jumers Castle Lodge

Urbana, Illinois



PLEDGE

It is our pledge to make a lasting
contribution to all that is finest and best in

America, to cherish and enrich her heritage
of freedom and progress by working for the

integration of all her people regardless of
race, creed, or national origin, into her
spiritual, cultural, and thus aid her to

achieve the glorious destiny of a true and
unfettered democracy

PROGRAM

INTRODUCTION OF MISTRESS OF CEREMONY
BY RUTHIE HILLSMAN

MISTRESS OF CEREMONY CLARA BRIGHT

WELCOME ALICIA LOWRY

NCNW HISTORY DORIS HOSKINS

INVOCATION OCTAVIA COLE

-DINNER-

DINNER MUSIC ..MARUWA JAZZ BAND

ENTERTAINMENT: VOCALIST, BRITT VICTORIA

DANCE.. ...CAPITAL CITY DJ.

HOLIDAY DANCE

There will be drawings for prizes throughout the evening



SPONSORED BY
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NRGRO WOMEN, INC.

Wben: December 15, 2001
Where: Jumer's Castle Lodge

Ballrooms A B C , Urbana, IL.

Time: 6:00p.m. Social hour

7:00 p.m. Dinner

9:00 p.m. Dance

Tickets : $30.00 per person

Tafcle of eight (8) $200.00

Please RSVP by December 12, 2001
356 - 0396



National Council of Negro Women

*

*

Saturday, December 15, 20®1
Social Hour 6:00 p.m. / Dinner 7:00 p.m.

Entertainment 8:00 p.m / Dance 9:00 p.m.

Jumers Castle Lodge Ballrooms A B C
209 S. Broadway - Urbana, IL

o
00
CD
O

Tickets - $30.00 Table of 8 - $200.00

National Council of Negro Women
-^ presents their annual fundraiser ̂

Saturday, December 15, 2001
Social Hour 6:00 p.m. / Dinner 7:00 p.m.

Entertainment 8:00 p.m / Dance 9:00 p.m.

Jumers Castle Lodge Ballrooms A B C
209 S. Broadway - Urbana, IL

CO
CD
O

Tickets - $30.00 Table of 8 - $200.00

it is my philosophy
of living and serving.
I pray now that my
philosophy may be
helpful to those who
share my vision
of a world of peace.
HERE THEN IS
MY LEGACY...
I leave you LOVE.
I leave you HOPE.
I leave you the
CHALLENGE OF
DEVELOPING CONFIDENCE.
IN ONE ANOTHER.
I leave you a THIRST
FOR EDUCATION.
I leave you a RESPECT
FOR THE USE OF POWER.
I leave you FAITH.
I leave you
RACIAL DIGNITY.
I leave you a
DESIRE TO LIVE
HARMONIOUSLY WITH YOU?
FELLOW MEN.
I leave you finally,
A RESPONSIBILITY TO OUR
YOUNG PEOPLE.

National Council of Negro Women
presents their annual fiir.Jraiser •

Saturday, December 15, 2(m
Social Hour 6:00 p.m. / Dinner 7:00 p.m.

Entertainment 8:00 p.m / Dance 9:00 p.m.

Jumers Castle Lodge Ballrooms ABC
209 S. Broadway • Urbana, IL

CN
CO
CD
O

Mary McLeod Bethune
FOUNDER 1935

WE MEET EVERY
2ND SATURDAY AT

OLIVE BAPTIST CHURCf
808 EAST BRADLEY
CHAMPAIGN, IL 61820
2 P.M.

Tickets - $30.00 Table of 8 - $200.00



CHARTER
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN, INC.
FOUNDED DECMBER 5, 1935 • MARY MCLEOD BETHUNE, FOUNDER

NCNW s PLEDGE
"It's our pledge to make a lasting contribution to all
that is finest and best in America,
to cherish and enrich her heritage of freedom and progress
by working for the integration of all her people,
regardless of race, creed, or national origin,
into her spiritual, social, cultural, and civic life, and thus aid her to achieve
the glorious destiny of a true and unfettered democracy."

is hereby admitted as a Section of the National Council of Negro Women, Inc.
with all rights, privileges and responsibilities to operate
for educational and charitable purposes under the Articles of Incorporation
as amended December 1,1965
and, accordingly, to engage in those activities which are appropriate
within Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

This 9th _ day of December 2001

National Chair

"'-&L

National Secretary



ORIGINAL CHARTER MEMBERS
OF THE CHAMPAIGN COUNTY

SECTION OF THE
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF

NEGRO WOMEN

o

i

ALEXANDER, ODELIA
BRIDGEWATER, ERMA
BROOKS, MARY JANE
COLE, OCTAVIA

COOPER, MICHELE
COPELAND, ELAINE
COUNCEL, CYNDI
DONALDSON, ESTHER
^YER, ROSIE
EMBRY, CALLIE
EMBRY, ROSE
EVANS, FRANCES
FERGUSON, CELESTE
3RAY, LUCY JESS •
HARRIS, MARY ANN
HAYWOOD, MARY
HENDRICKS, RUTH '
rfERNDON, WILDA
HILL, DA VIE
HINES, RUTH
HOWARD, KATHY
HUDSON, ODESSA
HUMPHREY, KATHRYN J
HUNTER, NARMEN
IRWIN, LAURA SMITH
JEFFERSON, STEPHANIE
JOHNSON, PATRICIA
JORDAN, EVOLA
LEE, GERALDINE '
MARION, HATTIE
McMULLEN, MADELINE
MINOR, PEGGY
MOCK, JOYCE
MORRIS, CORA
PICKETT, CHERYLE
RAWLS, LESIA
RAWLS, MILDRED

RENFRO, RENEE
RHODES, SHELIE
RIVERS, ELLEN
ROBINSON, DOROTHY
RODGERS, ARNETTA
ROLLINS, FRANCES
SANDERS, YVONNE
SAYLES, MATTIE
SCANTLEBURY, MIRIAM
SCOTT, ANNA WALL
SCOTT, SARAH
CESSION, HALESTINE
JMITH, LILLIAN
SMITH, MARGARET
STRATTON, GENEVIEVE
SYKES, EMMA
TAYLOR, WILDA
VICKERS-SHELLEY, DOROTHY
WALKER, SHIRLEY
WHITE, LEONA
WILLIAMS, REBECCA JESSIE
WILSON, AGNES
WRIGHT, EMMA
WRIGHT, MARY
ZANDERS, JEWELYNE
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