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On February 10, 2009, I attended a University YMCA talk by Jackie Williams, a UIUC Director of Advancement who is based in Chicago.  Her topic:  2008 Black Alumni Reunion.

Ms. Williams’ talk was not well attended, with only a total of 13 people including YMCA staff.  What is the message?  This talk was co-sponsored by the UIUC Vice Chancellor’s Advancement office and the YMCA.

Ms. Williams gave undocumented statistics from a survey of reunion participants, while these statistics or “happy sheets” can’t necessarily be trusted, I would agree that the reunion was a success.  The Black Alumni were greeted in Urbana-Champaign by chaotic arrangements.

I support fund raising initiatives.  I don’t support deliberate attempts to distort the truth.  Black Alumni, faculty and staff have urged me to write the reunion debriefing herein for the record.

2008 Black Alumni Reunion Debriefing

The Beginning

Professor James D. Anderson, former Black Student Association, President David Addison, and I met at Jim Gould’s restaurant to renew old friendships.  Professor Anderson, a 40 year team player of the academy and an education historian brought to our attention that the 40th anniversary of the Educational Opportunity Program, commonly referred to as “Project 500” was near.

I then searched the Urbana campus for interest or movement toward a 40th commemoration or celebration of “Project 500.”  What I found was the Alumni Association was in the process of discontinuing all reunions because of low attendance and they knew next to nothing about “Project 500.”  Resistance from campus stakeholders to a large event was high.  In contrast, development administrators, pushed by President White’s fund raising efforts, were searching for ways to reconnect with “successful” Black Alumni, primarily in Chicago.   Why didn’t they contact former Miss America now Chicago attorney, Erika Harold?

On April 10, 2007, at my request, a meeting was convened with Urbana campus Chancellor Richard Herman and several stakeholders.  Two of these advocated for this special event:  Professor James D. Anderson and Associate Dean of Students, Michael Jeffries.  We were gratified to receive Chancellor Herman’s approval for the special event to commemorate the 40th anniversary of “Project 500.”  Associate Chancellor William Berry’s April 21, 2007 e-mail documented our meeting. 

Subsequently, I reframed the special event as a Black Alumni Reunion making the 40th anniversary of “Project 500” as the theme.  This would enlarge the reach of the event enabling us to satisfy institutional objectives such as those contained in the 2007 Chancellor’s Diversity Initiatives Committee Report. Now, our November 6-9, 2008 reunion is the launch pad for further reconnection activities.  Next up: the 35th Hispanic Anniversary Alumni Reunion.

The Event

Over 21 University units participated in the nearly weeklong reunion activities.  To name a representative sampling of recreational and educational activities, there were an alumni / student networking social; a President Achievement luncheon for Black Alumni of the 50’s, a Greek extravaganza and a departure breakfast. 

Attendance

Good.  Most attendees were 80’s and 90’s alumni – a reflection of the initiative of both the Chicago Alumni Committee and the new, completely independent website called Illinisoul - http://uiucalumni.ning.com/.

NB: many Black Alumni that attended Chancellor Cantor’s commemoration of “Project 500” did not return. Uneven and late notification from the University was the root of many problems, making it difficult to get an accurate headcount.

Reunion Booklet

The statement in the reunion booklet that this special event was the “first all classes Black Alumni Reunion ever”, is false.  I personally influenced the creation of the first such reunion in the 1970’s.  It was organized by an undergraduate student, Linda Edmonds and sponsored by the African-American Cultural Program.

The first reunion was the impetus for the creation of the Black Alumni Association, which in turn, spawned the Black Alumni network.

(Remember the Jackie Atkins – Terry Townsend argument in ISR)

Banquet

Six speeches; five songs by the Black Chorus, four awardees – it was enjoyable, but long.  Reunion committee member Clarence Shelley received yet another service award.  Mr. Shelley, special assistant to the Chancellor for African - American Affairs is a valuable conduit to Black Alumni and the spiritual teddy bear to some “Project 500” students, but should committee members receive awards?  To continue to memorialize the beneficiaries of Chancellor Peltason’s efforts and those of many others marginalizes extraordinary Educational Opportunity initiatives. 

Some people, including Dr. Karen Cason and her daughter, Judge Laninya Cason paid the registration fee, but were not allowed to attend the banquet, because it was sold out.  Sadly, some attendees went back to their hotel rooms, some left Champaign angry, then and there.  This is inexcusable and forces alumni to become loyal to each other not the University. 

Black Student Association

To omit any reference of the Black Student Association from their 40th anniversary was a purposeful and stupid mistake.  These now Hedge Fund Managers and the like noted the insult.  Remember, this is the group with paid-off mortgages, pensions and excess cash.  It is the 60’s era that counts two billionaires among its members, something other groups can’t yet claim.

Press Conference on the Arrest of 261 

African-Americans in the Illini Union

Videos to be released soon.

Comment

Some say I fell on my own sword to get the reunion moving.  Not true. My niece was badly injured at Urbana High School.  I gave nearly a two - month notice of my departure. 

During this short-term assignment, I established the date for the reunion in consultation with Professor Anderson; organized the Champaign-Urbana reunion committee; rejected efforts to hold the reunion in Chicago but, in keeping with a standard practice of mine, encouraged the momentum socials to be held prior to the event to name a few of my efforts.

Conflicting goals, hidden agendas and administrative paranoia resulted in an unevenly conceptualized event.  Too much time and energy were put into controlling the message rather than professionally developing and managing the event.  Taking for example, the library’s “Project 500” exhibit.  It went up that Saturday and came down that Saturday. When Alumni went to view it, they saw a beautiful exhibit, but it wasn’t “Project 500.”  Student employees apologized to the Alumni – that coupled with the eggs and potato breakfast is how many alumni left Champaign.  One reunion attendee commented: 

“We like the University, but the University doesn’t like us.”

Abigail Broga’s Doctoral Thesis on Clarence Shelley

Shelley recalls a meeting with his immediate supervisor Miriam Sheldon, Dean of Women and some 

“Foul, nasty and smelly community activists.”  When Ms. Sheldon gave a wrong answer, one of the community activists pulled out a gun and pow, he put it on the table.”  Interesting.

Black State Legislators are beginning to ask about Affirmative Action at the University, wonder why?

News and Questions 

On November 4, 2008 Nebraska voters banned Affirmative Action programs in the state.  Is Illinois next?

Important cases are now before the U.S. Supreme Court.  

Rev. Channing Phillips, the first African-American placed in nomination for President of the United States during a major party convention was introduced to the Urbana campus in January 1969 by what law student?

Random Statements: 2008

“As applications rise, many of our public universities will be so selective that a B+ kid won’t be able to get into a flagship.” 

· William R. McClintick, Jr., National Association for College Admission Counseling

“We have admitted the most diverse undergraduate class in the Big Ten.” 

· UIUC Chancellor, Richard Herman

“With rising tuitions and falling financial aid, recruiting Black students to the U of I is still crucial.  The issues that were critical then, in some ways, are critical now.”

· Professor James D. Anderson

“We must support our Alma Mater.  Our Alma Mater must also support us.”

· Terry Townsend, University of Illinois / State of Illinois reciprocal retiree

African-American Studies 

The African-American Studies Department was started as a consequence of the arrival of “Project 500” students.  We Black Students Association withdrew the demand for Black Studies because it was felt we would have to raid black colleges for Faculty and OCR’s interpretation of the 1964 Civil Rights Act.  The walls of African-American Studies should reflect this historical struggle and include the Father of African-American Studies at Urbana, Professor Earl R. Lang.  Professor Robert Eubanks also played a key role. 

It took 40 years for the U of I to institutionalize African-American studies - kudos to the Board of Trustees and administrators for their efforts.

Some think all “studies” complement each other and with declining resources should be merged into a multi-studies department.

African-American studies have also partnered with Chicago-based HISTORYMAKERS and named the lecture series in honor of a sitting member of the Board of Trustees – Francis Carroll.  Again, Kudos!  

Some will have a problem with this honor. 

Chancellor JW Peltason’s African-American Cultural Program

The Black Student Association / Community Activists Coalition marched and demanded an African-American Cultural Program.

Initially, administrators had a plan for the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Institute.  The program was first named for community resident Edgar Hoults who was killed by Champaign police, now for former Champaign policeman, student services administrator, Bruce Nesbitt. 

It was established as a “support” for “Project 500” students.  Later, Public Engagement or Public Service was added as an objective because of the lack of cultural recreation for local youth.  The objectives of the program were established by performing artists who were cultural nationalists.

Each director was allowed to change or maintain programs independent of the Chancellor’s office because it was viewed by the Chancellor’s office as a temporary unit that supported an experimental initiative.  This resulted in a much loved, but poorly conceptualized program.

Archival records indicate that I recommended to Vice Chancellor George Frampton that a multi-purpose center be built on and off campus.  The Activities and Recreation Center (ARC) is a multi-purpose center minus cultural recreation and public engagement programming – cultural programs plug this hole, nicely.

I request that Black Alumni postpone fundraising for the cultural program until we can review the University’s plans to re-culture and re-engineer all cultural programs from independence to interdependence.

Illinois Reform Commission

I recently spoke to the commission about the need for transparency in public records.  NB: The Office of Equal Opportunity and Access has removed from the computer old pages of the number of students by year and race.

UIC

Administrators have decided to celebrate and commemorate Educational Opportunity initiatives this year.  They responded to a letter from UIUC Black Alumni.

Three U of I Revenue Sources under stress:

· State Budget

· Tuition

· Endowments

Four U of I responses to the Financial Crisis:

· Restructure and Downsize

· Increase tuition

· Commercialization

· Raise Funds

How are these responses affecting access, diversity and equity?

Library Parking Lot

In the past, it was bicycles that help populate the parking lot.  Today, it is exotic cars.  I hope money for the needy isn’t being diverted to the greedy.

Kenneth Ulmer

Rev. Ulmer spoke at the annual Champaign-Urbana Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration.  The web flyer stated he was a “Project 500” alumnus.  He was not.  He was a continuing student that was arrested in the Illini Union incident. 

Ollie Watts Davis

The February 19, 2009 edition of Inside Illinois reported that Mrs. Davis created the Black Chorus.  Not true. Mrs. Davis was not on campus when “Project 500” students created the Black Chorus.  I have requested that they correct the misprint. 

There is a crusade underway to rewrite history – it has spawned the first stage of a backlash.

Employment

African-Americans are employed mostly in campus support jobs.  We are concentrated in five categories:

· Student Affairs

· Affirmative Action

· Human Resources

· Athletics (represents a significant change)

· Civil Service Support jobs

learner (trainee) program participants  UIUC  8

University Level

Four key offices with few or no African-Americans:

· Office of the President

· University Foundation

· Secretary of the University

· Alumni Association

Appointments

	Paula Allen-Meares
	UIC Chancellor

	Kenneth Ballom
	UIUC Dean of Students



The U of I is a selectively integrated postsecondary school.

Illinois’ Public Agenda for 

College and Career Success

Resolution 69 created a task force to study the challenges and opportunities facing postsecondary education.

The Public Agenda Task Force, appointed by the Governor and chaired by Illinois Board of Higher Education Chairwoman, Carrier J. Hightman, was directed to develop an action agenda based on the study.  

Two items require Black Alumni from all three campuses and Black Legislators attention:

· Affordability of a college education is in jeopardy.

· Large disparities in educational attainment by race / ethnicity, income, disability and region. 

Salute to Student Leaders – Change Agents

	NAACP Student Chapter
	· Mack Jones

· William Yancy (Squirt) Smith

	Core Student Chapter
	· Paul Brady

· Paulette Pennington

· William Savage

· Patricia Yeatman

	Community Leaders
	· John Lee Johnson

· Al Mitchell

	Student Leaders from the C-U Community
	· Edwin Steve Jackson, Jr.

· Lawrence “Beno” Williams

· C. Keith Wingate

	Student Leaders
	· Alfreda Campbell

· James Anderson

· Doris Wahlen

· Jacqueline Triche Atkins

· Victoria Bostic – co-creator, Black Chorus

· James Eggleston

· Edna Lee Long Moffitt

· Carol Pearson – co-creator, Black Chorus

· Sandra Norris Phillips

· Jeffery Roberts

· Yolanda Smith

· Al Gray – co-creator, Black Chorus

· Roy Haynes – co-creator, Black Chorus

· Crystal Laws-Green

· Harry Bush

· Debby (Gordon) Honeycutt

· Roy Jones

· Paulette Jones

· Yolande Harris

· Myrtle Dunlap

· Vernon Pollard


Salute to Student Leaders – Change Agents conti…

	Black Student Association (BSA) Executive Council
	· Christina Cheatom

· Leslie Corley

· Terry Cullers

· Rodney Hammond

· Joe Jordon

· Clifton Maclin

· Delores Parmer

· Dan Dixon – First Elected BSA President

· David Addison – Second Elected BSA President

· Clencie Cotton – Third Elected BSA President

· Allen Smith – Fourth Elected BSA President

· Ron Winley – Fifth Elected BSA President

· Professor Robert Eubanks – CORE BSA Faculty Advisor

List not exhaustive

	Salute to Educational Opportunity Program Directors
	· Clarence Shelley

· Ernest Morris

· Michael Jeffries


National Leaders Visit Campus

· Julian Bond 

· Cornell West 

· Ward Connerly

Deaths

	Sandra Norris-Phillips
	Author, Assistant Dean, Student Services

	John Sullivan
	Assistant Dean, Student Services

	Rochelle Broome
	Director Public Services, Student Services Bldg

	Crystal Laws-Green
	Actress

	Joe Jordon, M.D., Ph.D., M.B.A., J.D
	Father figure to “Project 500” students

	Delore Palmer Woodtor, Ph.D.
	BSA Secretary


Kudos to Robert Johnson

Mr. Johnson, an Alumnus who worked in admissions and co-founded Black Entertainment Television (BET) is an advisory member for the African-American National Museum.  He fought hard to get the National mall as the site for the museum. 

Thanks For Your Support

Many White administrators and Faculty helped write the U of I’s 60’s and 70’s chapters.  Some even gave a portion of their salary to make “Project 500” a reality.  Herein is a partial list.

· Victor Stone

· Prentice Marshall

· William K. Williams

· Jean Hill

· David Dodds Henry

· JW Peltason

· Dan Perrino

· Joan Fly

· John Scouffas

· Stuart Nagel

Black Alumni will meet in Chicago this summer to plan our soiree.  This will not be a University event. Topics include: How to Honor, Professor(s) James D. Anderson and Joseph H. Smith.

Notes:

Champaign-Urbana 
~
Springfield 
~
Chicago
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